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LETTERS 

Writ by a 

Who liv'd Five and Forty Y e A r i 
Undifcover'd at 

PARI S: 

Giving an Impartial Account to the 
Divan at Conftantinopk of the moft i-emark- 
able Tranfadiions of Europe : And difco- 
' vering feveral Intrigues znd Secrets of the 
Chriflian Courts (efpecially of that of 
France ) continued from the Year 1642, to 
the Year 1682. 

Written Originally in Arabick. Tranjlated into Ita- 
lian, avd from thence into Englifli, by the Tr an/- 
lator of the First Volume. 

The Eleventh Ed it 1^0 n. 
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TO THE 



RE AD ER, 

REFACES, mcthinks, are fii 
much like the Printed Eilh 
patted upon the J5^^/i&j in jB^- 
tboIomew'Pairj to give an Account of 
the Entertainnierit you are to expe6fe 
"withiia ;.that were it notm pure Com*' 
pliance to Coftom one would forfwcar 
writing any. But the World isHu- 
morous, and mutt be ferv*d according, 
to its own FafliioD. Every Thing is 
damned that is not a-^la^mode^ And he 
that publiflies a Book^ without civilly: 
A 3^ ac- 
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To the Reader. 

acccfting the Reader at the Begih-i 
ning, is thought to intrench upon 
good Manners. 

To prevent all thefc Inconvenien- 
ces, 'tis thought fit once more to fay a 
Word or two, not in praife of this Vo^ 
lume of Letters^ (e'en let it take its 
Foaune as the other Four have done) 
but by Way of Apology for fome 
Things w^hich may feem liable to 
Ccnfure. 

fome perhaps will be offejidcd at 
the Zekl which appears in this Arabi-^ 
ariy when he vnrites in Honour of the 
Mahometan F^th. Others will as 
much wonder at his Loofenefs and In- 
difference, his Doubtfulnefs of all 
Things : Fpr in fome of his Letters 
be appears a great Sceptick^ and coa- 
iefles himfelf fo. 

Thefe Gentlemen ought to confi-^; 
dcr, that his Style and Sentiments are 
fiiitcd ta the ^ality of the Per/onto 

whom 
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To tbi Rbad»k: 
^hom he writes. To his intimatfe 
Friends he unbofoms himfelf with A- 
bundance of Franknefs j but when he 
addrcffes tothe Jkfi(/?/, or other Gran^ 
defs ol the Porte, he is Cautious and 
Rcfervedr 

It may be fappofed that he under- 
ftood himfelf very well, or elfe he was 
not fit for that Employment in Paris. 
And without doubt, having had his 
Education in the Seraglio^ as he pro-- 
feflcs, he was no Stranger to the Punc-- 
tilio's of Addrefs ufed in the Turkijb 
Court. It was his Policy and Intereft 
to appear a very devout Mahometan^ 
when he wrote to the Minifters of 
State: And 'tis pofiible he wasfo ia 
reality, or at leaft pcrfuaded himfelf 
fo at certain Seafons, And yet this 
hinders not, but he might at other 
Times take the Liberty todefeanton 
fome Abfurditiesin their X>(9/?r//r^j and 
Pra&ice^ when he wrote to his Fami-^ 
A 4 liars^ 
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To the RBADElt. 

liars, and was minded to convcrfc mth 
Freedom. 

If in fome Points he feems to give 
Credit to the Arabian Writers^ who 
have treated of E^//and its Antiqui^ 
ties-, in others, he ihews himielf a Maa 
not over-Fond of Fabks and Romances^ 

However, let his Opinions be what 
they will, and his Sentiments never fo 
extravagant in Matters of Speculation 
and Controvfirjy, fo long a& his Morals 
are foundand good, tbere'sno Occ;afion 
to be captious. We need not feac that a- 
t)y Cbrijiiany oraay Man ofrSenfe will 
be profelyted by his Letters, to a !?<?//- 
gion which he himfejf, tho' profefling 
it, yet fo often doubts of, and ridigjles. 

He fpeaks very honourably of 
CHRIST, and impartially of Cbrijii^ 
ans, ^ acculing their Fices rather than 
their DoBrines^ and appearing all a- 
long a moderate Man in his Sentiments 
of Religion^ and a Friend to Firtui: 
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To the Reader; 
znd Rea^n. If he difcovers fome FaiU 
ings^ in being too melancholy; con* 
iider, that he was a Mortal like other- 
Men. However, Reader^ admire hid 
untainted Loyalty, and imitate it 
. You will find in this Volume tratf 
JJifiwy^ with Variety of folid Re- 
piarks; and not a few Secrets of Car- 
dinal Mazarini and Oliver Cromwell- 
uncabinetted : Particularly, that fa-J 
mous Intrigue carried on by Colonel' 
Spihtekt and his Confederates, to fave 
Oftend ivom being fiirpriz'd by the 
French in the Year 1658, and to bub- 
ble two of the ableil Statefmen in- 
Europe. 

After all, aflure thyfelf, that the^- 
next Volume will contain more Illuftri- 
ous Relations than any that has gone 
before : Where you will hear of an End 
put to the War between France and* 
Spain^ after it had lafted^I^ive and . 
twenty Years; and the Marriage of 
A 5 Lewis 
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To tbe Reader. 
Le%vis XIV. withthe Spanijh Infantav 
as alfo of an univcrfal Peace in Chrifl^ 
tndom: ThcReftoration of darks th^^ 
Second to his Crown and JCingdoms, 
after twelve Years Exile in Foreign 
Countries, and twelve feveral Revolu- 
tions of Government here at Home^^^ 
With many other memorable and im-: 
portant Events and Tranfadtions in the* 
World ; As the dreadful Earthquake 
which overturned Part of the Pyrene^ 
an Mountains ; the more deflrud:ive 
Plague which fwept away almoft a 
Hundred thouland People in London^ 
and the deplorable Fire which con- 
lumed the greateft Part of that fa^ 
?ftousCity, in the Space of three Days. 

You wiU there alfo find an Account 
of the Death of that great Minifter of 
State, Cardinal Mazarini: Of the 
Duke of Orleance^ Uncle to the 
Fremh King : Of the Dutchefs oiSa- 
vo^: Of Caroks Jofepbus^ the Empe- 

rot's 
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To the Reader! 
ror*s Brother: Of the Diike of F/r/r-** 
do/me : Of the Qtfecn-Mother 
France^ and of PbiJip IV. King of 
Spahy with other Perfons of Princely; 
Quality. ' 

For thi$ Arabian was careful tor^ 
tranfmittothe Ottoman Per/^ IntelK-^ 
genceof aU Things which were moft' 
remarkable in Europe. And that his' 
Letters might not feem tedious, he in- 
tefmix*d moral Reflfedtions; with fome^ 
Maxims of Polrcy/ Eflaysof Reafon/ 
and nowand then a Touch of Philofb^ 
phy : And if we may gucfsattheCaufe 
of his more abounding in thcfe Kind 
of Mifcellany Difcourfes after the Year 
1659, than he did before: It fecm« 
probable, that a General Peace about 
that Time being eftabliih'd in Europe^ 
be had little elfe to write, but his Ob— 
fcrvations on the fevcral State* and 
Courts of Chriftian Princes, the diffe- 
rent Manners, Caftoms and Laws of 
People; the Councils and Intrigues of 
A 6 Stattf- 
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To tbe Reader. 
Statefinen: Withfiich other Matters 
as occurred worthy of Notice. 

If cither in this Volume^ or in thoie 
that are to come, he feems in any of 
bis Letters to alter his Opinion, and 
contradid his former Sentiments; re- 
member 'tis no more than what the 
greatcft Writers have done, who have 
lived to Old Age, as this Agent did. 
No body is ignorant of St. Augufiini% 
'RjetraSHmSy and Cornelius Aprippds 
Vanity of Sciences : Wherein thofe 
two great Authors run counter to all 
they had writ before. And 'twere 
eafy to produce a hundred Inftances 
befides. 

In a Word, Reader^ take in good 
Part the Tranllator's Pains, who ren- 
ders Things as he found 'em, without 
altering or corrupting the Senie of his 
Cppy. Farewell. 

^ 4 
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VOL. V. 



Bp OK L 



LETTER L 

MAhmut the AraUan^ and vileft of the 
Grand Seignior*s Slaves, to the Myfle- 
rious EJad, Arbitrator of doubtful 
Problems, Prince ofthe MuftPs. p. i. 
He complains for <want of fuller Infiruaims in federal 
Cafes ; and particular defires bis Cotmfel as to the 
Faftof^voffiZXi, 

II. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. y . 
Remarks on the Death of the Roman King : With 
ibme curious Epitaphs, 

III, 
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Ur., To M^bummed JJodgiia, V^ncnhlcErmU^ of 
the C/i replete with fTonders. p. lo 

Of Mahmut's Infirmities : A remarkable Story of 
Clearchas, a de'vout Man in Alia. 

IV. ^Q\}\tKatmaeham, i6 
Of the Sieges bfSiensiy and Arras. ' jf nof&B/e Jn- 
fiance of Gallantry injbe Garrifm ^fMerdin. 

Y. To DgnetOglou, . ig 

Mahmut acquaints him brw be fiends bis Birth-day, 
*witb the RefieQions on tbe ufual Vanity of Mortals 
at fuch Times. 

Vf . To the SeleH'ar Aga^ or Sivord hearer to Atf 
Grand Seignior, 22 
Of the Surrender ^Stenay, and the Relief of 
Remarks .on tbe^.Signs . uahich ivent /before the King 
of the Romans Death. Of ^ucn Chriftina'j 
coming to Antwerp. 

VTI. To Refteli Eali, his Brother, Mailer of the 
Grand Seignior's Cuftoms at Covjiantlmple. 25 
ad'vifes him to he frugal of "TuTie^ and not to 
fiend it in Gaming. ne Misfortune of a Chinefe 
Captain. . , . • 

VIII. To the Reis Ejfendiy Principal Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire: 

He expofiu/ates ivitb him ahout Kicmn BaiTi'j (J/d 
Grudge, &c. ^ 

i'X. To the Venerable Mufst. 32 
Of the PopeV Sicknefs and lafi WilL A Charaaer 
of his Sifier-in-laiv^ Donna Olyxnf ia. Of the. 
War betnueen the Mufcovites and Polanders. Of 
, the Grand Seignior' j Loffes by Sea. 

X . To Pefieli Mali, his Brother, Matter of the Grand 
^ Seignior ^ Cuftoms, 3 5, 
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The TABL£- 

He informs him of the Arrival of his Mother Oacof- 
micbe^ and his. Coufin IfouC at Paris. 

XI. To Adonai^ a Je^w^ Prifoner in the To^ixjer of 
Nona at Rome, p.- 4a 

He reprehendr his Immoralitfes for meddling uuith' 
the Religion of the Romans. Teaches him #r Re- 
ceipt to procure his Efcafe* 

XII. To Mehemet, once an Eunuch Page ia the 
Seraglio, but now an Exile in Egyft at Gran^l 
Caire. 43 

Of the Latufulnefs of Wine. A Dispute hetuueen 
Noah and the De'vil about it. Of J.okph's Prijoni 
the Land of Alphion; 'the Story 5^ Hagar, the 
Mother of llhmael, and other Matters. 

XIII. To Kerker Hajan, Baffa. 

Of the PopeV Death \ and' of the Ambition tfthe 
Roman Qltr^y, ' * ' 

XLV. To the Kaimacham, ' 
He blames Kifur Dramelcc, Secretary of the Naaa- 
rene Affair Sy for not fending him timely and good 
Intelligence, Of a 'violent Plague iff Mufcovy. Of 
Egyptiaps or Gypfies. 

XV. T© the famCL. 

Dimers Opinions concerning the Ovipmk of the Gyp- 
fies. Of the Conclave at Rome, Cardinal ite 
Kctz. 
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BOOK II. 




Tsto/y o/HeM, Phyfician Arabia. CyAvi- 
cen, Wtf/ThabetEb'n Abrahiin. 



O/the ff range Punijhment iftJliSid on a DesLT-^tBlcr 
of Wirtcmbcrg, by the Elector of Saxony. A 
Story of an Arabian Captain. 

III. To Nathan Ben SadJi, a Jew at Fienna, 6^ 
More on the fame Subjea. Remarks on the Indians^ 

and on the Law ^Mofcs. 

IV. To DgebeNaJtr, .BaJjra. 71 
Of the Sedls and Divifions among the Chriftianb. 
, Particularly of the Wars between the Catholicks 

and ProteiUnts in Piedmont. 

V. To William Vofpel, a Reclufe of Auffria. 74 
Of the Sepulchre of King Childeric. Mahmut pre- 
sents him fwitha Cabinet of odious Antiquities. 

VI. To the moft illullripus and invincible Vizir 
Azem^ at the Porte. 

Of afecret Order gi'ven him by the Vizir ; and the 
Neceffity of a Turkifti Ambaflador in the French 
Court to cany on the Dejign, 

VII. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Je<w at Vienna, So 
He advifes him not to be too Religious, but to fol- 
low his Bufinefs chearfully. 
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VIII. ToMufiapha Lulu Beamiulla, a Man of the* 
Lasw: • * ' 82.' 

He argues againft thefalfe notions of the Refarredion 
common among Mahometans and ChrHlians. Of 
the Aj^arition ^/^Bones in Egypt. 

IX. To Solyman, Kuflir Aga^ Prince of the Blatk 
Eunuchs, ^5 

Qfthe Ad<vance of the Bafla Aleppo to the Prime 
Viziratc. 

X. To the moft ilMrious Vivdr Jxem, at the 
Porte. 88 

He congratulates his New Dignity, and claims a 
Reward for having formerly accus'd him to the Di- 
van, whence held correfpondence with the Vene- 
tians. 

XL To Mehemet, an exiled Eunuch^ at Caire in 
Egypt. 91 

- He ridicules fime Stories of the Egyptians, and re- 
lates infiart tht ¥<^age £^ Domingo Gonfales to thi- 
Moon. 

XII. To Zomejan Muftapha, Baffa of the Sea. 94 
He wijhes him good Succefs againft the Venetians 5 a 
Jhort Charaaer ofthm Pfeople. Of the Conqueft of 

• Jamaica hy the Englifh. . J Uifcourfe ^Oliver 
vS&'EngliQi Proteaor. Of L^popeldus Ignatius 
Jofephus*> heing tleBed King of Romans. 

Xin: To Pefteli Halij his Brother, Mafterottht 
Grand Seignior'*s Cuftom: 98 
Jn Encomium of his Coufin Ifouf Of his being 
Mufcovy.' He de fires him to recommend Ifovi 
to Kerker Haiiaa Bafla. Ifoufi Remarks on. 
Egypt. \ 

XIV. To Ifmael Kaidar^ CheiA,, a Man of the 
Law. litf'. 
Of ^ueen Chriftina's Rambles throt^h Europe, with - 

am 
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iui ^Italian Libel ivhicJb s found in jhe Hands 9^ 
Pafquin. 

XV. To the fame. p* 104 
Of a New Star appearing in Europe. The Jews Opi- \ 

nion of it^ and of their Meilias. Of the Rebellion of^ 
the late Vizir Azem'/ Son. Of a Peace hetuoeen the 
French and the Englifh. 

XVI. To Solyman, hisCoufm, zt Scutari. 108 
He reprehends his Difcontentednefs^ and encourages 

him to follow his X^de^ fe'ver-al eminent Eytam^ 
pies, A Story of Diogenes and Plato. 

XVI r. ToMelet Amet, iiX 
Of a Moor baptifedin Paris. Of the Ottoman Friar 
in Malta. And of Don Philippo, Son of the Dey 
^Tunis. Cardinal Mazarini'/ Jrick to hinder 
Svvedcland and Brandenburg from ^ making a 
League againji King Cafimir. 

XVIII. ToSedrecAP Cirenj/n, Chief Treafurertb 
tike Grand Seignior. 116 

He congratulates bis New Honour. Of Kknam 
fiafla'i being found by the Tartars on a Dunghill 
in Mufcovy, nxihen a Child, He defcants on thU 
/if Sedition at Conilantinople. 

XIX. To the fame. 121 
HotAJ Mahmut'/ Chamber *was feareh^d, and the Me- 
thod he took to fecure his Box of Letters . 

" B OOK III. 

' - ■ ..I , ■ ■ - - ' I .,- 1 - -- 

LETTER L 

TO Dgnsf Oglou, V' '^T 

He Difcourfes concerning Chance, and }he Ori- 
gin of Evil. Of Delfts in Ewope. And^f the Sift- 
cere Fraternity among the Antient Arabiaasv 
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II. To the Nazin Efchref, or Prince of the EmirSyZt 
the Porte. p. 132- 

O/a terrible Plague broh out in Rome, Naples and 
the adjacent Parts, Of the Lofs of Valenciennes t9 
Spaniards. O/'Adonai'j Rome. 

III. To MehcAmet, * " 

Of a great Chafmj or- Breach made in the Earth not 
far from ?2Lm. 

IV. To Zomexan MufiaphaficgUrhcg of Er%ram\'^ 
H£ con^attdates his Retreat from the Toils and Perils 

of the Seraglio. Rs^eaions on the Authors of the 
Isite Troubles at Conftantinople., 

V. To the moft Renowned and moR.llluftrious 
homct, FisiirJzemzilhc Porf&, 139 

Mahmut congratulates his Affumption to this Dignity. 
Prefents him with the Pidures of the French Kir g. 
Cardinal M2zarinl,Qaecne/^Sweeden, and others : 

■ As alfo <u>itht'u/tl've^2itchts of his own Workman^ 
Jhif. Of ^en Chriftina'i Entertainment at the 
French Court. 

\T. To Abrahan Eli Teid, Hogia, Preacherto the 
Seraglio, ' 4^ 

He defcants on the Covenant ^ Mahomet nuith the 
Chriftians. Some Prophetick Pajfages of Maho- 
met. A Story of a Black Image in Spain. 

Vir. To Murat, Baja, i 
Of the Death of the King e/'Portugal, and the Co- 
ronation of his Son, 0/*Count Harcourt'j playing 
Taft and Loofe nviih the French King. And of the 
Marefchal de la Ferte^i Bravery, 

VIIT. To Hebatolla Mir Argun^ Superior o{ the Con- 
vent of Derwfes at Qfgni in Natalia,^ ' 
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The TABLE. 



, Be condoles the Death of 'Bt^xtdxn his Predcccffor ; 
fends him the Trni Empes of thg UitSSa^ l with a 
Jhort Hiftory of John the Baptift. 

IX. To Se/im AP Mofel, Venerable Imaum of the 
M ofch ^Sanfla Sophia. 1 5 5; 

Of Columbus the Firft Difcovcrer ^America. And 
of the DeftruSlion of Lima and Calao, Muo Cities 
in Peru, by an Earthquake and Fire from Heaven. 

X. To Muftapbay BaJTa. 1 59 
Cyifmael Sir Couli Can^ the Perfian Ambaflador at 

the Porte- 
XL To Mehemet, an exiPd Eunuch m Egfpt. 162 
He acquaints him with the Death of Soly man the K.a* 
flir Aga. Cyz/J^e Antiquity Pyramids. King, 
Saudrid'i Vifion. Another of Achraon the High- 
Prieft. He afferts the Eternity of the World. 

XII. To the ihoft Venerable Mufti, 1 70 
He congratulates his Affumption to that facred Digai' 

ty : Propo/es the Advantage ofTranflating Hiftories 
into the Turkifti Language. And difcourfes of th^ 
ancient Arabians and Scythians. 

XIII. To the Kaimacham, 175 
Of the German EmperorV Death:. The ill Stated 
'■ the Empire, ^he FaSions of the Eleftors, and Car- 
dinal Maasarlni^j Aims.^ 

XIV. To Raha Mahomet, General of the Ottommn' 
Forces, at his Camp near Adrianople, 1 77 

Of the Affairs o/Baby Ion, and the Perfians. Of the 
7 roubles in Europe. Of a terrible Eruption of Fire 
from Mount iEtna in Sicily, 

XV. , To Cara Halt, Phyfician tO the Grand Seignior. 

180 

He defcants on the Succejfion of Abu Becre, Omar, 
and Othman, the Ftrft Caliphs. Andfeems to fa- 
WMT Hali the Prophet of the Perfians. 

XVL 
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XVI. To Cara Mujiapha, Baffa, 



184 



Q/^/;&# Ifleo^Tenodos; Trojan War. Qf 

Ajax'j Folly in killing himfelf, Offennntein Spa- 
fiilh Ships^War burnt and Junk hy thi Engliih, un- 
dir thi Command of Admiral Blake. With otbir 
Matteri, 

XVII. To Nathan Bin Saddi, 9,yewKtFismui. 188 
Ofthe^uarrilbttwiintbelLltSm of 'Savbiul and 
FrincePaladne, about the YiwIbifrftbiBm^m^ 



Of TwctB and Ecilafics. J Story of Selah an 
dian Phyfician. 

XIX. To the Kaimacham. 194 
Of the Surrender of Montmeli to the French , and 

the Speech of the Qovemour to the King. Of the 
Turks ill Succeffes in Candia. 

XX. To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jen^zxFiemia. 199 
Be relates, injbort, the Life emd Miracles $f MaHo-- 

met. 

XXI. To Dickieu Huffein, Baffa. 204 
Of a Quarrel between the French and Spanilh Am- 

bailadors at the H^ue. Iflth other Intelligence 
from Denmark. Portng^ Muofter, and tbe Gtx^ 
man Court. 

XXII. To DgnetOglou. 206 
He complains of his Friends Refir*vednefs and Silence* 

Rebukes the trivial Contrruerfies of the MufTulmans. 
Jnd denies that GOD has a Body or Paffions like us. 

XXIII. Toibt Jffa of they anixaries. 210 
Of the Swedes tabt^ Fredericks Ode by Storm. An 

Intemfevw of the King of Poland and Eleaor of 
Brandenburgh. Cf the takii% of lAudikt by tb$ 



XVIII. To MeUc Amet. 





BOOK 
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BOOK IV. 



LETTER I. 

rr^O Cora HaKf FhjJUian to the Gmnd Seignior^ 
j| p. 214 

nedtfcourjes of Free- Will and Predeftinaticn, A 
lyigrejjion occajioned ly it fuddm Tempeft of Thun- 
der and Ligttning, 

IL ToMuftafha^ Bajk. ziQ 
Of ^ueen ChrillinaV Sentencing one of her Domei- 
ticks to Death. At^d the Cenfure of the Civiliaiis 
thereupon. 

III. Ho Mujlapha Berber Aga, * 211 
He acquaints him luith the Birth of a young Prinoe 

of Spain, and the extradrdinary Magnifcences-- 
exhibited by the Spanifli. Ambaffadors at the 
Hague on this Occafion. . 

IV. To Tejieii '//«//, lil* ^thcr, * Mafer of the 
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LETTER I. 

Mahmut the Arabian, and viUfi of the 
Grand SeigniorV Slaves^ to the mjfte- 
rious Efad^ Arbitrator of doubtful 
Problems J Prince of tbi Mufti's. 

WH £ N I firft came to Pms^ my Im- 
JtruSiens were not ib fall and pard- 
cdlar, as to dired me in all Emergen- 
cies. A great many Thin^ were 
left to my. own ConduA and Pm- 
deace, both in m;/7and religioms Matters. So that if 
I iJSrt made an/ faUe Seeps, I hope'twill be excufa- 
B blei 
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: ble ; in regard *tis not fo much my Fault as that of the 
Mpdflers who wfide atthe Auguft Port, I have ofom- 
addrefs'd to them, defiring fiipplemental Roles and 

« Cautions in fome peculiar Cafes which I proposed : 
Bat they .have been very fparine of their . Counfels. 
*Tis true, indeed^ about I'bve Years ago I received 
fome particular Orders from the Vizir Axem, and 
the Kaitnacham^ as alio from thy SanStity : Where - 

. in I was commanded to write wi(h all Freedom to 
the Grandees. This, with the Other Diredions, has 

. been of great ufe to me. It has arm'd me with 
fre(h Coinage, . and remoWd:the melancholy Ap- 
prehenfionsi I had of ^ieme Men's Revenge, whofe 
Vices I reprov'd. Praife be to God, King of the 

'Day of Judgment^ I have accused no Man wrongful- 
ly. YctI was full of Fears, even in the Performance 
of my Duty j knowing, ' that Mortals generally 
love to( have their J^auTts conceard, and purfue 
thofe With Malice who difcover or apprehend them. 
But now all my Fears in that Kind are vaniibed. 
Yet I hare Scruples of another Nature, which 
none but the infiUlihle JGuide of the faithful can 
difperfe. 

Ever iince I have reiided here, I have been pre- 
cife in obferving all the Precepts of our hofy La*w^ fo 
far as confifted with the Security and Succefs of my 
Commiffion, For I have been forc'd to leap over 
many Lies and felfe Oaths to conceal my felf. I 
have likewife done abundance of other irregular 
Things to promote the Caufe I am ingagM in, for 
all which thou haft vouchfafed me a DiJ^enfation. 
There remains one Thing in which thy Acivice is 
neceflkry. 

I .have been hitherto pnndlual in keeping the 
Taft of Ramrzan^ atthe Time appointed to allMny^ 
fulmans ; which, thou knoweft, falls earlier by ele- 
ven Days every Year than it did the Year before. 
So that in tKc fpa«f of four and thirty Years, it 

pafffs 
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nre Variation of the Great Faft^ canfrng it fbmetimes 
to fall at the very Times of the noft iblemn Fefii<imls 
among the Naxarenes^ fach as that which they call 
their Chriftmas^ which is a Fcaft of thirteen Days ; 
I fear, left I may be taken Notice of Ihould I, 
by celebrating the Ramexan at thofe Times, con- 
tradiA the univerfal Pradlice of all the Franks^ and 
ilart Sufpicions in thofe with whom I converfe, to 
my Difadvantage and Ruin. 

To thee, therefore, who art the tvifefl of the Wifi^ 
lily for Coanfd' in this Exigency, befeeching thee to 
didlate plainly what I am to do. • 

I know that the Sick, or Wounded, or Travel-' 
lers» are difpens'd with, if they violate the facre^ 
Moon. At which time the Gafex of Paradife arc 
qpen'd, and invifible Favours are done to the devout 
Obfervers of this Precept : Whilft the Avenues of 
Hell are barricadoM, and all the Devils chainM up 
from appearing Abroad, or doing any Mifchief in the 



which is given to Men under fuch Circumftances; pro- 
vided they fatisfy the La^y by keeping the Faft at 
fome other Scafon, more agreeable to their Health, 
or other Neceflities, And thus far I could have fi- 
lencM the Alarms of my own Confcience, without mo* 
lefting thee *. Knowing, that a Muffulman is always 
allowM this Liberty in 2, foreign Country, much more 
in SLRegion of Infidels. 

But that which I aim at, is to be infbrm'd. Whe- 
ther to put the better Difguife on my felf, and 
more efficacioufly to profecute the Intereft of the 
Grand Seignior^ I may not always celebrate this Faft, 
at the precife Time that the Chriftians keep their 
' For then I fhould pafs unlufpefled, and no 
Man would take "^me for any other tnzn .z, Chrijiian 
and a Cathoiick, • Nay, ray manner of daily Fafting 
at th^t time, would i^ife me a confiderable Credit 



World. I lay, I 
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amoBg the CbnJHMs .ikat know Thqr wodd 
. cry me up for a Sahu^ ot \ very Mf Mam. For thfi 
J of tne Cbr^mu4 is a* fr^^ in comparifon witk 
the rtgoruu Ah^imma of die Mmjfklmmn. Thofe in* 
deed refrain all Sorti of FU/b^b^ thqr load their 
Tablet with. Viariety« of and other Dainties t 
neither have. they Patience to tarry for their Repaft 
^ beyond the Mid-day. Whereas the MujpJmmmi 
ta&e of noth^g durine the Rmwuxmm^ tiU the ^if« is 
^ pone down, and the Start appear. No, not even 
in the parch^lg Dtfarts of jtralim, wheie Men are 
k xeady to perifli of ThirR $ yet no Man will extend 
his Hand to the Water-pot to rd&eA himielf in 
thofe unfpeakable Agonies, *till the Shadow of die 
. Marth is advanced into the ifi^Ifer R^fim of the j6r^ 
. and has baniihM the kaft Glimmerings of the Smn* 
When^ therefore, the Framks fhall fee me fiift aftcc 
' this auftere Faihion in their Lmt^ they will fiiy, I 
: am a very mortifyM Man, and a devout Catb^ici^f 
For they judge altogether by the Ontfide. So if 
any Danger Ihould threaten me, I ihould find 
Friends among the Zealots^ and the hdifirmawoM 
not appear my Enemies : But the WUhti^ whofe 
black Guilt has render*d *em a Terror to them- 
ielres, as well as an Abomination to others, would 
ibind in Fear of me. Thus, on all Hands, a Way 
1 would be open fer me tp efcape a DUcovery of the 
Zecrets committed to my Charge. 

'Twould be much more to my Sadsfadion, if I 
could with Safety eelebrate this Fufi in the very 
JkRmr wherein the Aicoram was brought down from 
* Humn, as all good eeoerally do : But 

I am tai^ht not to betray, or io much as hanaid 
the JJ^airs of my irrat Mafier for a mere Ifiap or 
PunSilio of Religion. Gov is the Mtreifkl of the 
Mtrciful, and *us his Will diat the Et^n of dm 
true Faithful (bould be extended wheie ever thn 
if«M or the Sum Ihine on EarA. 

Cieat 



Digitized by 



Vol. V. a Sv T Mf PA nil. 5 • 

Great ^Hir/^ oC^he MtOktrnms, DtOti^ of Eaiii 
xndFUritf, it 18 in tfiy rownr to coiArili or ikik« 
my I^oliicioii in this Pbint : For from Semtena 
thrrc'is no Afpud, / 

Mktissi %^ 9f thi yti M§m, ^ • 



liJET TER IL 
Vtithm Saddle a Jew a/ Vienna. 

JH Q P Joibiapcft «e, that the King of the 
y. M^mftms » d«a4> and that divers Prodigies hap- 
|)f l^v^ the.Tim of his firing. Wi^lft others 
raKurty that /ite Csrmmu Emfinrhimklf died the 
^^<l|f |||e UA Hovv^r I (ball traniinit t]^ 

i4dwe to the Poru ^ not trufting to x)|e uq- 

^(^B^inJU^eUig^ce^of Fame. 

fyms fi^per9rt muft ^efigo up their 3rcath» 
Other Mortals. 'Tis# Tribute we aU ovipe 
Ito Haf^e^ >who will;be paid one Time or other, 
ipfeither im fiy? eyer exegipled any from the comnwi 
JL^, /^ye Mmo^I^ EUm^ and the Smt of iliisf^. 
TJiusfe k<ify:Pr9pbjetJt perfeft and void 

^ -QrigHMl Sift, and ^erefore recelv^ an Indal- 
jjencc : Tho' thoCe of your Nairn, and the dfri/' 
believe, tl^t tjic laft th^pfe tboee died oo A 

^s forall:|»ther«, they have either been difTolvM 
4>y ^b^j pr ihatch'd , away by fodden Death; 
€afa& by ^^a H^ififfle D^t from Siawn i others by 
theriider Hand of Mortals like themielves) l^illioiia 
by the Sword and Spear, and ten Millions by the 
(Wifter and more unavoidable Stroke of the Arrow 
and Bullet : Whilft not a few have received their 
B 3 Deatk 
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DeMh from the very EUmemij which fupported their 
Li/€. An unruly FfW has crombled feme into their 
fu& Atoms^ and mingled their Aihei wkh t^fe of 
their Houfes and Beds of Repofe : Whilft WaOr, % 
contrary Principle, hasquench'd the w/a/FlsLint in 
others. There k . but Wdf to emer into this 
Lift \ but the GaUt of Deatb, and the Inmifihli 
State are without Number : And the gKateift Mwarcb 
Tnay as well fall by the Prick of a Thorn, as by the 
Kdge of a Sword. Every time I fwallow my meat» 
J remember the Fate of him that was choakM by a 
Grain of Pepper > and that of Jnacram the Poet^ 
\\ ho was ftrangled by the Stwe of a Raifin, 

Yet I am not folicitous in choofing or avoiding 
particular Deaths, knowing that no human Coun- 
fel can prevent the Decrees of Defttn^. It rather 
pleaies me to think (fach is my Ambition) that by 
whatfocver Method I am feilt to the Grave, there I 
Ihall be equal to the A/exanderf, Cafars, ^rmurlenp 
and the gieateft Mortals. For there is no Diftin^tion 

Noble and Vulgar in that ^i^i^A of Anarcby, where 
all Ranks are leveled in the Duft : As Diogenes toU 
Ale^nder the Great % when the Monarcb beholding 
that Philofopber in a Cbamel-Houfe^ his Eyes atten- 
tively fix*d on the Bones of the Dead which lay in 
heaps, askM him> What he was doing ? To whom 
Diogenes reply 'd, 1 am hoking for thy fatber Phillip'/ 
Bones, but cannot dijfinguifi tbem front tbofe of his 
Slaves. Some fuch Thought as this might, perhaps, firft 
occa£on the Cuftom of writing Epitatbs on the Sepuf- 
chres of eminent PeHbns. Among which I have read 
fome made by the Entombed themfelVes, whilft they 
were on this iide the Gra'oe, and for their fingular 
Farcy were thought worthy to be recorded by Hr- 
fiorians. Such as this. 

/ 



Digitized by 



iJSabbag-e/" MHim^ Jy BIood a Caftilha, 
Friar^ and iGiight of Jerufalem, wifi> a 
happy Refurreaipn to wy A(hes. While I 
was alive among Mortals ^ a Utile fa- 
tisfy^d me. Novo I am dead and alone in 
my Grave ^ . 1 4im content imtb Lefs., I 
neitberinwo m^felf ^bat I was \ nor do 
thou enquire. Traveller^ whoever' thou 
arty if thou he Pious ^ pray for me^ and 
pafs on. Farewell^ and live mindful of 
Deaths Living I provided this Epi- 
faph^ knowing I mi^ die. 

9%e Birth and Life of Mortals are nothing 
kit Toil and Death. 

S»ck another was that of Heliodofu^^ % Msor, who 
cans'd himfclf to be bury*d near to the Piltan ofH^r- 
cuUf, with this In/criftion on his Tomh. 

I Heliodoriis, . a mad Carthaginian, 
have commanded by my Lajl Will and 
Teftament^ that 1 fbould he interred 
here in this far theft Angle of the ff^orld ; 
to make Experiment^ whether any Man 
more mad than myfelf would travel thus 



But that which Smiramis OLvts'd to be iiifcnVd on 
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J Semiramk, nvhiljl^ IMng^ nmr was 
in n$ed 6f Mmey ; ytt was akvays iem- 
faffionatetotiePofir. NowJ^mdtai^my 
Grave is my ^reafury. If My of Royal 
Race he in wanfy let him open this Dor* 
mtorfy and be jballfind a Supply. 

When Dartms conquti^d BafyJom, and wat iold of 
Ail E/itaf^i ftung with Avarice, he caws^i the 
fulchn to be opened in his own Prefence. But; in- 
fead of Money, they only found a Taild of Butfi^ 
mrkh thefe Words engraven on it. 

Mj Epit^ is a RiddU. ^bis Is 4be 
terpretation. I never was Cb^reCous j 
* only Juch as are poor^ thefe I pity ; and 
have therefore provided this Leffm as 
a ^reafure for the Man who far Z4icr( 
fhall prefume to violate my Tomb. 

If thou will rob the Living, forj^^ar to 
plunder the Dead ; left they Iring thee 
to Sbame, as [ have done. 

Thou tcllcft me, that the Emperor fecms not tp be 
mach griev*U for the Death of his Son, the Rp'man 
King. Perhaps hie Sorrow is fo graat, that it caa- 
not And a Vent. Violent and uncommon Paffions 
?rc apt to fmother within the Heart, whiUt only 
......aer Gxicfs break forth into Tears. 

It 
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It was a memorable Saying of a certain King of 
£ijft, who was overcome by Camhyfes the Petfiau 
Monarchy 2U)d t^ken .C^pcite V^ith lill liis Childitn ; 
when the cruel Conqueror, to fport himfelf in the 
lyiifery of Jtiis royal Pnioners, and infult o*er the 
▼anqutihM E^/fH^ns^ firft caafed the Daughter of 
i^Ca^ive^ing to em{>k)y'd in the m.aneil 
Offices with the common Slan/es^ before her Father^s 
Face: TJken his Son to be bridled aofd curbed like a 
Horfe, with a vaft Burthen ty'd on his Back. At 
-both which difm^SpefiftdeSy the ^oar Epptian'Mch' 
«ai«!h ihed mt one Tear : fiut when he one that 
4ttld formerly been iiis Servant, reduced to great I^o*- 
verty, he^wept bitterly. Camiyfes aiking him the 
Reafon, why he feemM ib infenftble of his Childreas 
• dfaunity^ and yet was toiichM with To tender a Grief 
for theMislbrtaiieof a Scmnjger? He aAfwcrM* Son 

of Cyrus, the Defi^ataoi) of my Family afti£k^aK 
" with £o profound a Sorrow, that no Tears can ex- 
" prefs it : But my Compaffion to this diilreft'd Ses- 

vant, being not fo vioknt) eafily breaks forth in 

Tcfcrs. 

Nailwn^ I wi(h thee neither «3dtieme Joy, nor 
Grief, for they an both hurtfiii to tiie Heart. 

Paris, \ii of ihi %th MoWy 
•f tU IVtr 165 4. 
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LETTER IIL 

^0 Mahummed Hodgia, Venerable' 
Eremite of the Gave> repkte with. 
Wonders. 

WH BN I contempiatie diy Life fohA\o£ 
Innocenot, and void of the yery Shadow 
0t Vice, I am like a Serpent loozM his Sle^ 
by a Breeze of cooler Wind, or the Noife of a 
Traveller on the Road : My Soul ftarts v and un- 
Iblding all Che drowzy Co^ of Senfiiality» ftretches 
idelf at fall length r Sarpriz*d and a(ham*d of its 
own Lethargy, it fwiftly retires into any dark. Cor- 
ner, to cover itfelf from the Light of its own Facul- 
ties, and from tho brighter Reflexions of thy Spirit 
which penetratelike the Beams of the San. * 

I do not prefently curie my felf, the Hour of my 
Nativity, my friends that have flatter'd me into an 
erroneous Belief of my own Vertoe, or my Enemies 
that have provokM me, and by various Trains en- 
tangled me in the Paths of Vice. Such MalediSiw 
only becomes the Mouth of a j^f<zv, or a Libertine : 
For we arrive at Perfedtion, not by curfing the £<v/7y 
bat by imitating the Good, 

* I rather blels the Hour of Con/nnSion, the /«. 
JJuence of my better Stars, and the ConfielUtiens of 
a mart propitious Horofeope^ the Moment when I had 
the Honour to tench the Sand before thy Feet widi 
my Lips in that San&uaiy of Heline/s. O thou 
Patron of good Intentions ; iincere Reformer of ha*- ' 
man Errors ; refulgent Pattern of the Pious ; Glory 
cif the Wife ; moft Excellent of the Excellent ; Phie^ 
nix of the Age ? 

Praife 
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Praife be to God, the Tirft and the Laft : Peace to 
the Jngels who fland round his fbrone^ and to the 
Prothets who rejoice in his Prefence, An uiiiverfal 
yubilee to all the Inhabitants of Paradift : And eter- 
nal Felicity to the Saint of the De/ari on Earth, 
whole Soul is expanded wide as the Firmament. 

I am ravifhed, and fall of Ecffajtes^ becaufe there 
is not found thy "Equal on this fide the Clouds. 
When thou ftialt be c op'd from the Earthy the 
Mirror of Mortals, the Flower of human Nature 
is gone. The Trees of the fFildeme/s will lament 
thy Death, by whofe Prefcnce they flourilli'd, and 
brought forth their Fruit in due Seafon. At thy 
Departure^ the Grafs of the Field will fade and 
wither, confcious that thy Merits drew down the 
Rain and Dew of Heaven, to render Arabia fertile 
ip Herbage. 

The &afts will languifli for want of Paftfire, 
and Men will bewail the Dearth of the Land ; knbw- 
ing that the Lifeoft\itJt*ft caufesthe Ground to 
produce a plenteous Har^efl. 

Beit no Mourning will be like that of Mahmut^ 
who can boaft of thy particular Friend fhip ; and 
in lofing thee, will be as if he were dcpriv'd of the 
I^ight of the Sun^ or the Morning Air, or the^Be- 
ncht of fire and Water : For fo thy Favours are\re- 
frelhing as the Elements^ without which we cannot 
live. 

Therefore as oft as I turn my Pace to the City, . 
fan&ified by the Birth of our hohProbhety I fend 
up my Vows to Heafuen for thy long Life ; befeech- 
ing God, for the univerfal Good otNature, to con- 
tinue the Man on Earth, the Veft?mt of whofe Soul 
IS compoied of Retys darted from all the fortunate 
Stars, ^ 

Tell me, O thou Holiefl of the Holy ones in the 
Eafi J Favourite of the Jngels ; fecret Friend of the 
Ettrnal, Em/ojf Extraordinary from tte Omnipotent ; 

D 6 Agent ' 
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Agent ^ tncwtiiUy for the Court of Hiovin! T«ll me 
by what Chart I (hall fleer my Courfe throogh this 
Life» uncertiin as the Sea, and tofled with, many 
Tempeds. I £nd in my (elf manifefi Inclinations to 
Virtue^ and wha(foever is Good s Yet I iUll mif- 
take ths Methods of attaining iny End. I would 
fain be i^vif^OfXy Pious, Jufl and Wifr ; biK know 
jiot how to compafs my Defisn. One £vent m' 
other ftill fruftrates my Labour : £ither a Friend oratt 
Enemy, a Relation or a Stranger, Cafoalties without, 
cr my PaiTions within, ftop me in the B^ioning, ot 
the Midfl of a glorious Career, the lUce which 
cannot be run without noble Agonies. 

Then I take Breath; and louzing myfelf wtth> 
fxefh Vigours, I chearfolly addrefs to •the Combat, 
which crowns the Vi^or with Jmmortalipf, My 
Courage is great, my Reiblution fixM, at the £rll let- 
ting out: I gain Ground 90 a fudden ; the Wbuh 
of my Chariot are, a Time, like thofe of the^Mv,^ 
whofe momentary Advances are not perceived by 
Mortals. But befbre I get half Way to the MiriMatt, 
fome unflcilfttl Ptaetimf an erroneous Thought, or 
a giddy Fa£on, overthrows me. £ither old flabits, 
or i^ew Temptations, hinder me from gaining the 
Prize in the Ofympicks of Fir tut. 

Thus, often foird, I retire with Shame and Weak^ 
aefs,; and finding no Redrefs within, I fly to thee» 
who art created a IflnUor of the World, 

Twill be an Offence to make Repetitions, and aik 
Couniel again : I will henceforth endeavour to fol- 
low thy Example^ which is certainly the moil correff 
Rule of a religious Life. But then I cannot ferve the 
Grand Seigniomn\\i\& poji, Refolve my Doubts. In- 
it lawful for me to abandon my Duty, and retire 
into a Defart? if not, I will eredl a Solitude in the 
midd of this populous City^ and build an Hersnite^M 
in my own Heart. If I cannot arrive at the Per- 
fi£lions I aim a^ I will at leaft eodeavottr to be as 
9^ Good 
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fyfid AS I can. There is a rtUgUus Dexterky, by 
jMKhich a Man i&ay, in the mictt of .wwidSI^ Bvfiiici&y 
iinabe lo himjelf /'tf/^j of Jmacwetj and waUc >fiec 
AoQi the giner/U Cpntagim of M$rtat: If I caaaet - 
j^Bdfbnn any emmmt GaoJr I will takie Careio «^ 
Aain £com ^mrmous E^h: Nekhcr wiil I commit' 
die Uaft^ without a go9d JntintiM} wYMk^ I aai 
aiEir'd by the Mufti, foxnetimes fan^ilifiB a hud 
jUli9n, If I ijtff or forfwittr myfelf, it^Aati be to ' 
fiscve Wfgrfut Maficn. If I diffsmbleiny i^^/^ginv, 
wd CQWiterfek a ChrJftierti I wiH pfDpi3& to my 
§kM thrgscat^r Advantage (xF x!b».ilitt0ldmanT^ 
Thus fcime higher End ihall alwa^Ei dkt^ jny Intea- 
tfon and Performances. 

But if thou wilt tell mc alter aK,' thattUi^is not 
the Way to Paradtfe^ I witi forfakb all worldly lA- 
tereft, whmin i find fo many £iitanelement8, and 
take vp my Reficknce in fomae hiHnble Caire, or 
Okft of a Kocfe|.or Boiiow of a Tree ; where I' 
will.fpend tho reft oTmy Davs in eontmplating: 
ehe ^ft Ejffimcs; and ail that Aows from iti I will 
l»d a final Adieu to this perf^tm Jgt; tD^ the Taiq 
GmtraSton-di il^nnraZr^hat live in it, to whole Cbn- 
vecie I fiuill hareiUalbn to perfer that«f the Beafts^ 
who are &r more innocent^ and le&dtbauchM than' 
iSm4 Eftn £Mf and Tygern in Ae otmoft Fury 
of their Hunger, abftpdn from pieying on tho(e of 
their cmn Kimd; Mw'is the only CamMtiai who* 
devours his Brother, and greedily fwallows down 
the Blood of him' who bnrs the ikme Image as 
himfelf 

J fpeak Jiot'of the ancient Maffagua^ 
or ^artmti nor of the more modern Savages in 
Amirtca, who .ftuS^d their gteedy Paunches with 
bomaa Flelh. Their Barhari/m has ciept,'bv Traf^f- 
migmtim^ tato the mok avilk^dt Sni^Vfi ana StMs ; ^ 
and is iiot4he left crod^ becaufe it has fkaoged kt 

Not. 
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Nor do I tax the more excnfable Epieuri/m of 
thofe, who raniack all the Elimeuts for Daintiei ; 
whofe Tables are loaded with the flaughter'd Car- 
cafln of BirJt^ Beafts^ and Fijhes ; their Hoalet 
pollnied with an qctravagant Pit^fion of the BUt 
of thofe CrHitmnsy which the eumal Mind formM to 
H?e, and enjoy the Fraits of the Earth, as well as 
oarfislves. 

^ Bat I accufe the Oppreflbfs of Men, thofe Cofmi- 
tali in difguife, whofe very Bread is mingled with 
the Marrow of Uie Poor ; and their greater Delica- 
cies are Raggo^s, compounded of the Blood of ffl- 
dows and Orpbam ; whilft they ftarve and fain 
whole Families, to fupport a needlefs Grandeur, a 
momentary Pomp, which vaniihes almoft asfoon as it 
appears. 

Yet thefe Men think to pacify Hea^gn, by build- 
ing magnificent Temples and Oratories ; by entail- 
ing their Elates on Convents and HoJ^itals : As if 
the Omnipotent were to be bribM ; or t9ok Pleafure 
in G^/, which are but the Fruits Robbery and In* 
juftici. Can the Sacrifices of Infidels be more accep- 
table, becanfe they are made on Jltan of Gold f Or 
even the Frf^ers of Muffulmans^ in that they are 
breathed out in Mafquesy built of the fined Marble, 
crufted over with precious Stones, and' adorned 
with Carpets, and Hangings of the richeft Tijfues 
and Brocades ? The ancient Fagans can inftm^ us 
better. 

Thou wilt not think me tedious if I relate a 
Paf&ge whith joft comes into my Mind, of a cer- 
tain great Man in ; who pofiefs'd 1^ Herds of 
Cattle, and was accuftomed to make magnificent 
Oblations to the Gods. This Grandee once made a 
Pilgrimage to Delpbos^ fiimous in thoie Days for the 
Oracle ^ Apollo. He carried with him a hnndrpd 
Bulls whofe Hms were enchas*d in Gold^ being 
fpurred on with extraordinary Devotiw, and defi|rn- 
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ing to do a fingular Hooour to the G$d, When he 
arrived at the Place, pufkd up with his coftlv Pre- 
fentSy and the Flatteries of his Attendants ; hebohUx 
approached the Ternfh^ thinking no Man on Earth 
fiQore worthy of the GotTs FriencUhip than him^; 
demanding of the Pytbonefi (for fo they called the 
Woman, who performM the OJU* of Pritfthdod timt) 
Who, among all Mortals, made the rnoit acceptable 
Sacrifices^ and dejparted with the gfeateft ^effing 
from the Oracle t (for he prefumed the Prehaminence 
wot^d be granted to himielf.) When ihe ^afwer^d, 
^bat one Clearchas ^ Methydrium, 'was the rnnft ek- 
n;out and dear to the Gods of all Men, 

AftonifhM above meafure, * at this antxpe£bd Re- 
ply, the vain Bigot refolved to iind bat thii Man, 
and learn of him what Method he took topleafe the 
Diminitf. He haftens therefore to Metbydrium : Aiid 
when he firft came within View of it, he defptfiid 
the Meannefs cf the Piace, ju<%ing it impoffible. 
That one Man, or all the Town, conld be able to 
prefent the .Gods with more magni£cent O^^/imj 
than he. Having found out Clearchus^ he aflced him. 
What' Sacrifices he ufed to make to JfolU ? To 
whom Clearchus replied, lam a poor Man,, and 
•* when< I go to De^s, I carry nekher Silver nor 

Gold, but only a Bsiiket of Fruits, the beft that 
** my Farm affords, which 1. freely oSer to tike 
** Powers which govern Jll Things, and from 
** whom' I receive whatfoever I enjoy. Moreover, 
• «* I keep the appointed boly Days ; and my poorer 
*« Neighbours go chearfulfrom my Table. I ne- 
«* ver kilPd any Thing : Nor have I done to another 
f* that which I would not have done to^myfelf, I 
«* pray to Jupiter tvery Morning before the Sun 

arifes, and at Night when he gpes down. I keep 

myfelf and my Cottage clean. In all Things 
** elfellive like the JBitaj^, that is, according to 

Nature. 

9 ^ Thou 
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TbflCI wih perceive by clos, Opious Eremt^ ihsKt 
Simfl*^ ^ IttMcMM are the mo& accepiable ^a- 
^{^i to the /upremeiy Merciful: And, that .the 
motft ^Eii^'^ tal^es no Pleafure in the ^moak of 
Burnt'Offirings, or the pompous Addrijfts of the 
6r«0/ ; pat only ki the pure Flames of a deyout 
Heart ; the Integrity of a jail Man, void of Deceit 
tfUdGttik. 

Thou, ilhftr 'f^us Mahummed^ art the Perfoa in 
wi^oin th^fe Things are verify 'd. May God f^Kker 
Ihee with iiis MtrcUs^ to the Hour of Trati/migratim, 
and Jb^yond the hft Flight of fime. 

RUTMf 1/ ^ S/"^ '^^f 

the Year 1654. 



LETTER IN. 

To the K^aimacham. 

/TpHERE are two AOions which take up all 
M the Difcourfe at -prefent. One . ift the Sege 
ofStenayt a flron^ Town in FhtfJfrs, before whidi 
.>jthe Frtnik Army is newly laid down. The otHer is 
ike iniirefting of Arras by the Spaniards, 

*Tis the Prefence of many illuArious Perfonages, 
ijhat renders both thefe Sieges confiderable. In the 
Fmch Camp axe prefent, the Kingy Cardinal Ma- 
. XariMf , and all the Grandees of the Costrt, In the 
Spa^ are Arch-Duke Leopold^ the Prince ofMondt, 
Francis Duke ,of Lorrain, with others of Prime Qua- 
lity^ - 

They are very vigorous on both Sides, io preffiag 
and defending thefe two Places ; as if the Fate . of 
both Kingdoms were now at Stake. In my C^nioi^ 
frmice runs the greateft Hazard : For if the Spar , 

Miardf 
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wimris ApiiU frove foooefifd in wfatt, \m ikidj. 

tianre re&lr'd iipoa, |iiat is, die Kdicf of St^ 
iHPfv if tfaey flionld give Battle, and get die Vio- 
40179 a Waif woold oe open for liieflii to penetiaie 
loco the Sowek of frama. And 'tis thongbt many 
Toms k this Khmiom would iopen thdr G«l«i 
X» them, whilft the Prioot of €9itit is at die Uetd 
-of their Armfy who does aU Things in theName . of 
^frfueh King: Epenliis Rfb0ilmm iiMfu inafi|u*d 
4nider «he fpaeious Tide, Cf udhg mf Arms i9 
rtfcue the tafHv0 £rW from Ai Handt sf Misarini 
«w/ hii Adherents, A pretty of fiedudog tho- 
fSsople Irom their Ohedienee. The F^rti/km.aad 
indeed ali the Fkemt^ ane divided into Ca&ak and 
Parties i ibme efpoiiling the FiiMee of CeM4e*s huatt, 
•whilil othersauniieftan incorraptibleLoyaky .todteir 
Sofoemgm. I approve the Motils of this Latter, yet 
ynramy vejoiceac t^Tr0^t/ku of the Po^cr, (wIAml 

:4Am iSaMfKsie. . 

EMaekim the Mlowft die 6Mfff, which ra^ . 
^ler ought now ta be oalM 'die C^m^ . d^is piicate 
•ilAirs call him that Way : from jnm I recd^ fro- 

rt Adrice of the inoft in^iortaat Mitters la 
fbeaire \A War. He ial^ittM me that the 
4Cin^ of Frahce^^ Pre^cc in die Siege of Sanen,. 
iafpires his ^otdiers with more than ordinary ¥1- 
jgoor : And that he Acws daHy' Prob& of an ex«> 
4raordinarv Coura^. He was one ^hole Niaht 
on Horfeoack, giving Orders and diretiUog hk 
Engineers, Next Morning he ftnds a Summons to 
the Gfyerncr ; who made a ftoot Reply, bttMr refold 
jved to hold oot to the laft Extremity ; and diere- 
fore rallied out of the Town wtdi a>Party of mTo. 
lute Men, who kill*d near four Thoa&nd'of the Be* 



But alas, theTe ^A/rare only Aoot^ ^wAutft well^ 
'Not knowing what it is to endfuvdiolligoiirs 

o& 
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of Famihey and other imoiknUel^udihipi. In all 
the Wtftim HiBarittf they ctimot match the Biave- 
ly ofa Gmmfim. in the impregnable Fortrefi of M^r^ 
4Mr,-iamoas in our JmuiU for fuftatning a Severn 
I^^Ti Seige, whete the mighty lav bcferek 

with hJtMrvfmi/r Army. That Scooige oi f^Mwrv, 
to terrify the BefiegM, and give 'em an fiameft of his 
Reflation, cans'd all the old Trees roond about thia 
Fkce to be cat aown, and young ones to be planted 
in fiu* greater Numbers : Declaring at thefame time. 
That he would notraife the Seige, till thofe Trees 
Ihould be matureenough to bear Fruit : When that 
Time came, he ient ^i PnJknt of the Fruiis to the Ga- 
mtrmr of the Garrifin ; as likewife x>fMumM, witk 
this MefiagOt That hetebk Pity on fo brave a Man» 
fearing left he Ihould ftarve for want of Neceflaries. 
As foon as the Grvtrnor had received thefe Prsr- 
finUt turaingtotheMeflenger, he 6dd^' Go tell thy 
Matter, I thank him for his Pftfent of Fruits ; But^ 
for the Fleflit we ihall have no Occafion, fo long^ 
our Ews aiEbrd us Milkenough to fuftain the whole 
Garrifon. And that thy Matter may be attur'd we 
are not in want of that, I will fend \^\m aPrefent 
** ofCheelesmadeofthed^eu Accordingly heconir 
nanded four Cbufes to be deliverM jCo the Me&a- 

ST |< whlch» when fimurling(2cw, and had heard 
e words of tht Governor, he dejpair'd of reducing 
that jplaoe, though he had laid before it fin^en Tiars^ 
wanting only two Mooms^ But had he underttood 
what fort of Cbeeftt thefe wer^ he would, no doubts 
have ^changed his Refolution : For, it feems, they 
were made of the Milk of Binhes^ and were the ver^ 
laft Suftenance the Garrifou had, except the Flefilf. it 
Miof ihoCs unclean Jbtimali* . 

Believe me, fage Minitter, fuch Examples of Pa^- 
tience and Fortitude, are very rare. And this was 
the more remarkable, in that it was the firtt Place,^ 

wHere 
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whm thai inTiacibk GeneraPs Hand met with a Rcr 
pulfe. 

Paris, iji rf the 2ib hkon, 
ibt Year 1654. 



LETTER V. 
^0 Dgnet Oglou, 

TH IS is the Anni'virfary Day of my Nathvity ; 
which I celebrate not, as others do; on fach 
an Occaiion, with Mirth and RiveKng^ m^Iilufitk 
and Songs, My Chamber is not perfum'd with the 
Jncen/e of Arabia, nor with axiv ex^aordinary Odours: 
Neither is it adorn'd with Flowers, taierel or the 
Branches of green trees. I am not at tlie Eacpenoe 
of coftbf Oils, to bom in a Moltitnde of Lamps, and 
make joyful lUaminations, as at a Feaft. Soch pom- 
pous Vanity I leave to thofe who, perhaps, have 
more Reaion to be merry in this Life, than the 
thoughtful and penfive MM^mstt can find out. 

On the other Side, I fpend not this Day in extreme 
and fruittefs Mourning: Bfit retaining an Indifference 
of Mind, I confecrate it to the Service^yf my Reajok 
a|id Contemplation i which are the only Things con- 
fiderable in Mortal Man. ' 

From the Minute that I firft awak*d this Morn- 
ing, I have been pondering on mj^ felf, and human 
Nature. I fullered my anxious Thoughts to ftart 
back beyond the Hour of my Birth, refleding on the 
Imprifinment I ixiStx^^mwLy Motheirs Womh^ which 
yet I cannot in the leaft' remember. And this is the 
Caie of aU Men. We know not how we came into 
this open World of Light, from that-Region oHDarh 
ne/s I nor that ever we were fo flinr tep» bntas we 

arc 
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wre tcAd by «mr Parents i and common Experioioc 
coniurms tts» diat thk is the Lot of all Mortals. H<nHr 
then (ball we be able to difcoyer what Stati we 
were in before our Cofiitpfiomf wbether we wete 
m the Rank of ninos which hasre Exijtoftce, or whe- 
ther we were not hid in the JFomt of Nothing? I tell 
iSicCt this Thought has ^tl*d rae with great Inqaie- 
tod^r I am xtMci xo Jknow ray fywn Original, 
i would fiun- be ittibrm''d, if that "which th^ call 
die Soul, be a Subftanct diiUnfi from the Body, or 
only the Jlmr P^f^ f^ttr, a ^ntefence of the 
Mliments. If it be diftinB, as I have Reafon to be- 
Kevej *li^Qttld l^^^ijoguUr JHbppincfii to ii^e lads-* 
ied where it was, \»iqsr unltea to this Machine of 
Ikfif Z3iAJ^ones\ au^ whether xiax Union be im^ 
llfirt0Kj 0t forc\d: f or J ^luft profeis iny felf to be 
^tqpqlher^ the.jSNu;^,.as.tQ thcTe ^pr^tinies. Somc^ 
iimes I Joij^l w^th the ffat^^hzjo^ coucliiideiall l^ 
jfum S/mis 19 be Piii^K^/iof the ilk^ Namrty Beatles 
of .the itor^al^Smi An4 jthat tl^aiigh pu|* Z^^/ & 
n^V <>¥<^i'y ^ ^U'd under this Clpua of £^AbJf 
:fl/Aitiri y.et we £aisp foanerlir f^inM wit^ - 
Undiiyiinjlh^ Sptcqid^r^ whei» oiuy «mbody'd sa 
dearer Air, or mqre ^SjmiUice .of tfce^S^]^^ - 

^Jblip9,-tbi»k I, for jome Errors cottmitt<d in that ~ 
Ji^srior St^fif we ^re fent down into thefe £odi^ 
fis into Pti/ofis for our Pj^ijbpuffi. Thfin I am vex'd 
>t ikt fatal Dulnyfs of my JUMm^» that i;^iis np ^ 
of my pafi Condition, 
At other times (for, Uke all Mortals, I am (ubjeft 
.to Cl\aii|^V I embrace the Doiirims of Pythagoras, . 
Ad^hicb thou Juioweft are gjenerally eutertain'd all over 
,tbt £aft : Ami beliei^ing: the fran/miirati^ of Souji ^ 
fkomjoiae living Creature to another^ I c^umot be cer- 
,tain hut that I hajve been zfi Xltpb^, a C4URi^/y or,ia 
or perb^ip^ (bine more amte/^tihU Animal i 
ajkdfiMrai^tlkno^, I have ondeigone all the various 
j^i9ik^Mttamorfbofis th^ mvP^id niCAttonM. 

How- 
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However, be it how it will;, I fee no Gfomidt t» 
fliaike any extravagant Solemnity on the Acconnt of 
my being born to what I am now, that is, a Mmm $ 
For I think we are the only BpeBacUfA EUfyuA 
Nltfery among all the CnMturej of God. 

y^e boaft of Jhs and SHemces ; yet the wiM of 
Mortals are always moft fenfibl^ ttat the^ huw 
Aifig* One Man biiilds a fUtely Honfe, a Place of 
ilqK>(e and Reft;^ for himielf and his Famiiji ; aao^ 
' ther comes and pulb it down, demolifhing the 09t\f 
Jkmding MtMumnt of his. Brother^s Prudence^ or rar« 
idler of liis who perhaps confmned the greateft 
hn of his Eftati in that coftly falrick : Whereat 
asiiong.aIl his Sdinees ; had he but learnM to Kvow 
HimsbIf, an humble convenimt CotUigt would 
have iervM his Kece/ptiet^ during Msjbort Lifi^ asA 

he might have avoided the Strike of Maty. 

I tdl thee, my Friend, I cannot build J/tars to 
Ffirfwte, nor adore the txtemal Pageantry of the 
Rich and great. 1 ieqnally hate to beflatter*d my 
mf, as thofe who invite their Friends to folemnixe 
their Birib-Dmy. 

Yet in thus contemning txtemal Honour ^ I do the 
mateft Reverence to my&lf, whiU I pieferve mf 
Keafen free from being violated or prophan'd bfr 
fiolifr Cuftoms. 

P^\kytht%xixMMt, 
ftftbeTemr 1654. 



LET. 
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LETTER VL 

To tJ?e Sdccfaur-Aga, or Sword-bearer, 
io the Grand Seignior. 

Sometimes we feem to beafleep here in this City 
for want of News. But of late we have b6ea 
rouz'd by Pod upon PoU : Some bringing Intelligjence 
of the Surrender of Suho^ to the French King ; 
others of the Revolt of Barcelona from the Spaniards, 
But that which is offreiiieft Date, and for which all the 
Streets of Paris are this Night illuminated with Bone- 
fires, is the Relief of Arras^ where the French have ob- 
tRin'd a glorious Viftory . The Number ©f the Dead is 
not yet known, but faid to be very great. And *tis 
certain the ViAors have taken ai>ove Seven Thou- 
fand Prifoners, fixty Connon, five thoufand Waggons, 
ail equal Number of Horfes, with all the Plate and 
rich Furniture of the Prnce of Conde^ Arch-Duke 
Leopold^ Francis^ of Lorrain, and the other Grandees 
of the Spanijh Army. In fine, the French arc Mailers 
of the Town, and of the Field, and all Flanders ap- 
pears now too little to hold *em. 

Thefe continual SucceiTes redound much to the 
Eilabliihment of Cardinal Maxariniy who now feems 
above the Stroke of Misfortune or Malice. Yet 
DO Man can call himfelf happy till the Hour of 
his Death, which alone releafes us from all human 
Miferies. 

Some Days ago, I received a Letter from Nathan 
Ben Saddi, which informs me of the Death of the 
Roman King, and of feveral Prodigies which were 
feea before, and about the Time of his Departure.^ 

When he was £rft taken fick, there arofe a vl©- 
lent Tempeftof Wind, which blew down the Crofi 

firom 
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from one of their Churchts. After this, followed 
a tenible Earthquake that ihook the whole City, 
threatning to remove its Foundations. Moreover, 
an old EagUy a Domeftick of the Imperial Palace, 
and that had liv'd there many years, took Wing 
the Day before the Kin^s Sicknefs, and &w qmte 
away.' Then the Bells of the Imperial Chapel rung 
thrice, of their own accord, in the Space of twelve ; 
Hours, Thus far the Jenjos affure me is true. There ^ 
are additional Reports of ftrange Apparitions that 
were feen about Vienna durhng the Sicknefs of this 
Prince, as of a Funeral ProceJ/ton aftfer Midnight, 
through the Courts of the Palace ; and of a Shower 
of warm Blood that fell at Noonrday in the Streets of 
that City. But thefe I have only from th^ Mouth of 
common Fame, which, thou knoweft^oes not always 
fpeak truCh. 

I de&« thee and all the Minifiers, to mtfke Di- 
iHh6ltQn between thofe PalTages which 1 afceitain, 
and the doubtful Relations of the Multitude. In 
thefrCafes, Men are prone to Superjiitieny and love 
to be the Authors of portentous News. But thou 
may*ft believe what the Jew relates 5 for he never 
afiej^ to be fabulous. 

. 'Twould tejmpt one to afk. What (bange hidden 
P^fr produces thofe unufual Signs ? Whether we 
Mortals are under the Cuftodyof Imv^U- Beings, 
who teach the Elements and other Creatures to utter 
the future E<uents of Fate ? Or whether all thefe 
Things which appear foftrange and furprifing, be 
not mere Cafnalties ; Accidents of Nature happening • 
of co«rfe, and only made remarluLbfe by their tim- 
ing ; Who know) but that the voluntary Ringing 
ofthe Bells, might proceed from the Motion of the 
Tower where they hung, during the Earthquake } 
Or, why need we wonder, that a Crop or a Cre- 
fcem ibould be blown down from the Top of a high 
Minaret, by a violent Tempeft of Wind ? 

' ^ . Thefe 



Digitized by 



t4 L»TT«mi H^tly V«I.V* 

TlMfrThkgi appear to meat natural, at for the 
lUutt to kx|ga aU tbe Corn ia the Fields 4 01 for « 
fitom t9 tear Trea by the Roots, overtm 
HoaleSp aikl coounit a Thoafaad other Violences. 
Netthvdol pemve any Thing worth AdmiratkMi 
tn the Flif^t <tf the E^^ii. Periaps fome Ca- 
fffice rpffoog in the Head of that Kii^ of Birds, 
mtkk he ne^er feh be&ic. There's tiothing of 
Prodigy in all this, bat only becauie it happenVl at 
fcdi a crkkai Jiin6tiDi«. Hadit been at another Time, 
no Body, perhaps, would hare taken notice of it, anv 
jnove than they do of Earthqnakcs at Na^t, which 
MWUMttin that Country, where the fiarth is very 
hollow, beiag made lb by Veins of cootinnalfavming 
Smlpbur. They have ielt ievcial in that Kii^dom 
within thefe two JtfsMH, as alfo at Ram ; but no 
great Hurt has been done. 

Nathan informs me alfo. That the Vmi^ Am- 
baffiidor at Vienna, has diftributed great Sams of 
Money, in token of his Joy, for the late Vidiny 
that Ai^/ki obtained agaijift the illi^ This 
appears to me a real Prodigy, That the Ottomans who 
aie invinciUe by Land, yet ftifl come off witk 
Left at Sea. 

QSpan Chriftianm of Swdin is eanpcaad here e^er 
lew. She came to Amwrf in the Habit of a Man, 
which oceafions variety of Cenfures. The Fnnch 
cdl hcr^ the Ltarmd Anuuemh (he being well versed 
in amy Latguagts and Seiauift They extol her 
Virtues and rtrMdons, ftiliqg' her the PbatUx of 
dib Age. All the Weftem Nananms are devout Ad- 
miren of Women : And one of their famous Si^u^ 
whom they call Henry CormUm jfgrifpa^ wrotea ie- 
leA:9V#e«^inPraifeofthatSexi wherein he endet- 
▼oars to pwre. That they are akore excdkntand no^ 
bkCreatmet than Men. Bat be woeldiadiewPro* 

•rts 
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*Ti» certain, there hav« been v«ry fiimotti Wo- 
men in all Ages, and it would be Envy in Men to 
deny them their due Praife. Such was Dida, Queen 
cf CarthAg§9 the Raman Lucretia, the Sybils , Tbeana^ 
Pythagoras'^ Wife, with his Daughter D^^may Sap- 
pho the Poeiefsy with innumerable others, boe^ of 
Eaft and fFeft^ renown'd for their Vcrtue, Learnings 
or Valour in the Wars. 'But it does not follow, that 
they therefore furpafs Men. 

Let us keep the Rank in which God and Nafun 
have placed us, without being churl iih or eliminate* 
And this is the beft Way to get and retain the Efteeai 
of that nice SeiT, who hate a Clown, and defptfe a 
Coward. 

Paris,- loih of the Sth Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 



LETTER VII. 

21? Pefteli Hali, bis Brother, Matter of 
the Caftoms at Conftantinople. 

JH O U art he to whom I can unmask : With 
others I converfe (like our Women in 
^ ^ mder a Veil.. When I write to the Grandees of 
the Portey *tis neceflary for me to dii&mble many* 
Things ; and to feign fome, that I may be credited' 
in others, and not be fuipefted in all. But with ' 
thee I ufe no Artifice or Difguife: Thou haft a 
kind of natural Right to my fecret Thought, be-' 
yond the Claim of ^ Brother. 1 owe thee ah entire 
Confidence on the Score of Friendfhip ; and I feem 
to wreng my fclf when I conceal my Sentiments 
from thee. For, befides the Tie of Bloody we were 
Partners together in the Adventures of Youth ; and 
C the 
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the mtttual good Offices that pafs'd betvireen hs, faf- 
tened our AfFedions with ibonger JSaods than 
thofe of our fitrth. Nor were we ib unhappy as 
to fu^r the little youthful Emulations, which arc 
common between Sons of the fame Mother, to (lifle 
the more folid and generous Efforts of real Love. 
Our Friendfliip grew up with our Years, cemented 
by Intereft as well as Aiftdion ; and I dleem Pefti- 
li^ but my felf in another Figure. If thou haft the 
iame Rc^d to me, I am happy. Let us continue 
to cheriln this noble Pafiion : The leaft CoId'ne& or 
Refenrenow would appear to me more hateful than a 
Divorce, more terrible than Death. 

*Tis but reafonable, that among the many Services 
our great Mafier claims at our hands, we (hould 
employ feme of our Time and Care on ourfelves. We 
owe the Sultan much, but both He and We owe 
tJature more, without whofe -Bounty and Pro- 
vidence, We had never had the Honour, nor He the 
Profit of our being in his Debt. He is more deeply 

•cngag'd in Fgriune^ Tally than We ; but in the Ac- 
compts of Nature we are all equal. She is the 
univerfal Creditor of Mankind. We are indebted 
to her for all we have ; yet, methinks, nothing fo 
much enhances our Score, as the ill Menage of 
Time. In that we dill run in Arrears, whilft the 
hafty Minutes poft forward, never to be revok'd j 
and yet we neither la^ hold on *em in their Flight, 
nor fo much as imprint on any of them, the kail 

'tranficnt Mark of Vertue and Wifdom. Thus our 
Lives (li^e away without Profit, till the laft Sand tells 
ns, We are Bankrupts ; Nature luill not trufi us 

' a Moment longer, 

*ris Time therefore, dear Brother, for thee and 
me to look about us ; and iince, *tis impoflible for 
ns to make a full Payment, let us at leail compound 
with Nature, and getting an Acquittance for what is 
paft and irrecoverable, let us be furc to cancel the 
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remaining Part of the Score, by a wife improve* 
ment of every tffinnte. 

Think not that Mabmut is perfuading thee to 
torn Dervifif or to beftow all thy Time in Prayers. 
Such rigorous Devotion is not confident with the 
Life of a Man in thy Statitn, But permit me» dear 
PefttUf to counfel thee not to build Altars to For- 
tunij and confecrate all thy vacant Hoars to her 
Service. I am told, thou art grown a great Gamefier^ 
pot qnly at the polemick Travcrfes of Chefs^ bat 
alfo at Plays of Hazards :. The former of the two is 
the nu>ft Innocent, yet *tis too intricate and puz- 
zling, d^erves the Name of Bttftnefs rather than of 
Recreation : It commits a Rape on the Mind, 
whilil it requires as much Attention and Abftra^- 
ednefs of Thought, as would deferve to trace out 
the Condud of a Battle or a Siege. But the latter 
have a far worfe Influence on our Pailions, by ex- 
citinr us to immoderate Defire, Hop^, Joy, and 
Grief for mere Trifles, the uncertain Produdtis of 
Chance. Therefore are they forbidden by our holy 
Prophet, And, *tis not to be numberM among the 
Commendations of a Mujfulman^ to be dextrous at 
managing the Cards and Dice. 
. When thou art difpos'd to unbend thy mind, I 
would rather counfel thee to ufe fome healthful 
Exercife ; fuch as may ventilate thy melancholy 
Blood. Our Fathers were wunr at fuch Times to 
divert themfelves with Bows and Arrows, Hunting, 
Wreftling, and the like manly Paftimes' ; thus making 
their private Recreations fubfervient to the PuWick, 
whilft they fported themfelves into the Difcipline 
of War, and innred their Bodies to Labour even 
at thofe Hours when their Minds fod|;ht Reft. 

What f tho' Claudius Cafar devoted himfelf to 
Gaming with Dice, and wrote a Book in Praife of his 
Folly. What f tho* Domitian the Emperor ^ and 72'«- 
dgnricky King of the Gaths, fpeni whole Nights and 
Ca Days 
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Days in this unprofitable Play ? Them haft not read 
or heard of fuch Examples among the renowned 
Sons of Ottoman, Our Glorious Sultans v/m never 
vacant to thefe Fooleries. And if they had, their 
Pra6):ice8 cannot juftify a Subjefl's Imitation. Nei- 
ther woaldft thou be fo in Love with -Gaming, 
didft thou coniider what unhappy Deftinies have 
commonly attended the Votaries of Fortune. Whole 
Eftatcs have been fquander'd away at Dice in a 
Night, Families ruin*d, and the Gamefter himfelf 
imprifoned in the Morning. He that Yefterday was 
Mailer of great Poifeliions, and a Companion for 
Princes, by the EfFedb of this accurfed Vanity, has 
bereaved himfelf of All, and is To-day become the 
Scorn of Beggars. 

The Chinefe are fo bewitchM with Love of Gam- 
ing, that when they have loft all their Stakes, they 
pawn themfelves, their Wives and Children ; which 
if the Fortune of the Dice turn againft them, become 
all Bond-ilaves to the Winner. Here is a Dermfe in 
this City of the Order of the Jefuits, who lately 
came from China. Among other learned Men, I 
fometimes converfe with him. He relates many 
pretty PafTages of that People, bat one is Tragical, 
whereof he himfelf was an Eye-Witnefs. 

He fays. That in the Province of ^eintong, a cer- 
tain Nobleman who had ferv'd in the Wars, and ac- ' 
quir'd great Fame and Honour, was envied by one 
of his I\[eighbours who likewife had been a Captain, 
and much in Favour at the Court. Their Emulations 
carried 'em to many ill Offices, and at laft to open 
Defiance. The Emperor hting made fenfibleof the 
Hatred that was between thefe two Officers, and be- 
ing unwilling tfieir Fury (hould precipitate them' 
to the Ruin of each othei* became himfelf an Jrhi- 
trator of their parrel ; laying his Commands on 
'em, to embrace and eat together, which is an afTurec^ 
Token of Reconciliation and Friendfliip in. that 
% ' , ^ Country. 
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Country. They^obey'd the Will of their Sovereign. 
£at iicting up late one Night at Dice^ it was the 
Capi>ain\ ill Fortune to lofe all he had to the lioble- 
matt. Mad at his unlucky Chance, and in Hopes 
to retrieve his Lois, he fends for his Wife and three 
young Sons,' who with himfelf he pawn'd to the No- 
bleman for a conliderable Sum of Money, and fell 
afrefh to play : But Fate was his Enemy; he loll All. 
Whereupon in Defpair he ftabs his Wife and three 
Children, and laftly falls on his own Sword ; glory- 
ing, that he and his Family (hoold thus efeape a hated 
Captivity to his old Enemy. 

Tell 91^9 dear PefieJi, hadft thoa.f«»n this Tragedy^ 
would it not have made thee refolve againil Gam- 
ing during thy Life ? Afluredly, our Holy Prophet 
frowns from his Paradife on thofe who violate liis 
La'ws. He knew our PaiTions, and which were 
the moil dangerous ; therefore he prohibited fuch 
Things as are moil likely to betray us to Violence, 
and an incurable Diforder. If thou wilt acquit thy 
felf a good Mujfulmanj thou mufk not leap over theie 
'Prohibitions* accounting them fmall and indifitrent 
Trifles. Remember the faying of the Holy DoSlor^ 
and Leader of the Muffulman Armies, tKe chafle Of- 
man 9 A little ff ark. twill fet a twhck City on Fire. And- 
the Roman Satyr ijl has obferv*d, That no Man be- 
comes ivicked all at gnce. Think then with thy felf, 
*tis for this Reafon the Mejh^er of Goo has forbid 
Gaming to the true Faitbjful, not as a Thing in it 
felf naturally Evil, but only morally, fo as it is a Step^ 
to the greatell Vices- For whilil w&captivate ourfelve* 
tp Chance, we lofe our Authority over our PalTionsi 
We Hand or fall at the uncertain Caft of the Dice. We^ 
are Slaves to the feeblell Wifhes; which if they fucceec}. 
not, we grow Furious, Profligate and Impious. Ba- 
niihing all Prudence, Temperance and [uilice, we. - 
become Impudent^ and £t for the blackefl Crimes. 

C 3 Take 
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Take not in ill Pairt the wholefome Admonition of a 
Brother, who manifefts his Love in thus reproving thee 
without Flattery. Ufe the fame Freedom when thou 
heareft I am guilty of any unmcejfary Vice : Fo/tbte 
puhlifk Service turns fbme Vicis mto Virtute* 

Paris, of the lotb Mm, 
of the Tear, J6s4« 



LETTER VIIL 

^0 the Reis EfFendi Principal Sicretary 
of the Ottoman' Empire 

I Believe thou haft a Mind to try my Temper, to 
make an Experiment upon me^ and fee whether 
I'm Proof againft thv Anger*: Elfe, why (honid Ke- 
firtn Baffai's Bufmefs Lie revivM again, after it had been 
bury'd above thefe four Years ? I examine not what 
riiighty Intcreft thou haft in that Officer^ that thou 
afrcfc efpoufeft his old Quarrel, as if 'twere thy own, 
I'hy Affairs are bcft known to thyfelf. But let me 
tell thee, 'twill not redound much to thy Credit to^ 
be found Partial. I honour thee with all the Devoir 
that is due to a Mintfter in thy Stati$n, and with 
fomething more , for the Efteem a Man has fox bis 
Friend, is fingular and beyond Ceremonies : But 
ftill he owes fome Regard to himfelf. Self-preferva- 
tion is rooted in the Center of our Nature ; and few 
i^ill be knowingly Complaifant to their Ruin. I am 
puzzled what to think, or how to write, thy laft Let- 
tcr has put me intofuch a Hurly-burly. A fhou- 
fand Imaginations, like Whirlwinds, tear up my moft 
folk! Thoughts by the Roots. I'm in as wild a 
Condition as a Man in an Earthquake, leaping this 
Way and that Way, yet knows not where to fix his 
Foot in Safety. 
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If I perfevere in calling thee Friend, perhaps thoa 
wilt accufe meof Prefumption. If I chaage my Stile, 
and fappofe thee under another Charader, Jngratitade 
will be laid to my Charge. To vindicate my AfUons, 
will be interpreted Obftinacy $ and to own myfelf 
in the Fault, will be counysd Weaknefs : Nay, 
all the World will call me Fool in condemning 
myfdf for Things whereof I never was Guilty, 
What fhall I do in this Cafe ? I am naturally 
Thoughtful and Melancholy. The Words that 
fpring frQm Refentment, cleave faft to my Mind, 
and breed a thoufand Inferences. My bufy Appre- 
heniion extra^ Menaces out of the moil; artificial 
Expreflions. I look on myfelf as marked out for a 
Sacrifice one Time or other. The JFU/ of Deftin^ 
be done, early or late ; I will not go out of my Road 
to avoid it : Since it is but ill Hu{bandry of Time, to 
ix>rrow it from the ineffable Joys of Paradi/e, to 
multioly a few Days or Years of a miierable Life on 
Earto, 

As for the Trea/urerKxid the reft of my /fccufirs, let 
them know, that I will perfevere in doing my Duty to 
the Grand Sitgfiior, Without warping to the right- 
hani, or to the left, for Fear or Favour. 

But if my Pri'vate Jgwy in thefePtfr// meets with 
Rubs and Checks for want of Money, let the Blame 
reft on thofe whofe Charge is to fupply me with 
what is neceftary for a Man in my Station : Foe 
hend^forvCrard, Mabmut will be reproached no more 
for demanding his Penfan. 

Think not 'tis an eafy Thing for a Man to be al- 
ways a Counterfeit, and never to have his Mind un- 
bent J to a6l two contrary Parts at the fame Time, to 
be True and Falfe j a Mujfidman and Servant of the 
Grand Seignior in Reality j a Chriftian and Su^ea of 
France in Appearance. My Soul is perpetually i&etch- 
ed upon the Rack of watchful Thoughts and bufv 
Invention, left by foi^e improvident Word or Deed, 
C 4 my 
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my Diiguirc ihould fall ofi^ and I appear in my aaked 
Coloure. 

'Tis but Reafon, therefore, that whilll this vafl 
Sollicitude takes up all my ifaculties, the Care of my 
Subilance (hould refl on thofe who employ me. Let 
not the Minifters of the benign Porte be peevifli at me 
without a Caufe : For*I imprecate, ferene Grandee^ 
that God would fplit my Soul into Ten Thoufand 
immortal Splinters,- if ever I betray my Truft. But 
needlefs Sufpicion would tempt a Man* to Trea- 
chery, 

Paris, 1 ^th of the i oth Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 



LETTER IX: 
^0 the Venerable Mufti. 

nr* M E Pope has been fick for a confiderable time; 

Jl^ and 'tis now ftrongly reported, he is dead. 
They talk of an Exprefs that is come 16 the Chancel- 
lor of France, to certify him of it, and to cobfitK 
about the next E legion. But this is not credited ftre ; 
feeing only look'd upon as a Roman or SpaHt/b Arti- 
fice, to found the Inclinations of this Court before- 
hand, that fo they may be able to countermine the 
Frtnch Intereft, when the Pope (hall really die. ^nd 
'tis not expefted he (hould live long, berag of a grea^ 
Age,, and -worn out with Cares and Sicknefs. 

'Tis certain he has made his Will, wherein two 
Millions of Gold are given to the Treafury, foundedf 
by his Predeceffbrs, to ^rve the Church irt its extreme 
NecelTities. But 'tis a Thoufand to One if fome fu- 
ture Pontiff, focceeding in that Chairy do not, in his 
unerring Judgment, interpret his own perfonal Oc- 
cafions, or thofe of his Nephews, to be the extreme 

Nc- 
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Nqcefflties of th^ iCj^tfrr/^ ; and then, all this huge 
M^{s of Wealth is infallibly gone. 

He has likewife bequeathed large Legacies to hi^ 
Sifier-in-La'Wf'wham they call Donna Olympta, and to 
others of his Relations and Creatures. And 'tis thought, 
this Ladp will more than doubly pay herfelf having 
ths Management of al) his Affiiirs. Indeed, during his 
Reign, It may be faid the whole Homan Church was 
f^yem*d by a Woman : For this ^elau would never 
do any thing without her Advice. 

She was born of an obfcure Family, but is a high 
Spirit, ambitious of Rule, and a Perfon of great Abili- 
ties : Extremely Covetous and Subtle ; turning and 
winding all Events to her own Profit. AH Preferments 
were at her Difpofal- : She fold Bifhopricks^ Ahbiei^ 
and other Ecclefiaftitak Dignities at her own Rates, 
and to whom (he pleasM. In fine, whoibever had anv 
Bttfinefs with theP«/#, made their Addrefles to her. Sy 
which means (he has heap*d tc^ether a prodigious 
Treafure, and is efleemM the richeH Lady in Eu^ 
rope, *Tis thought fhe would have fold even the 
Pope and Rome itfelf, the Capital Seat of the Chri- 
fiian Empire^ rither than refusM a proportionate Offer 
of Gold, dould fhe have meet with a Chapman to 
her. Mind. This would have been a Merchandife 
fit for the Grand Seignior ^ were it not referv*d as % 
Prize for the Vidorious Arms de(lin*d to conquer ail 
Things. 

TYsR French feem mightily concem'd for the Tra- 
gedies aded in Poland by the Mufco<vites, *Tis af- 
Irm'd that they have taken the Town of Vitehjke 
by Storm (putting Men, Women and Children to 
the Sword) with divers other Cities and Places of 
Strength : And that they have laid in Afhes all tho 
Town and Villages round about Smolenjko ; fo that 
there is' nothing to be feen «but Ruin and Defblation 
ict above a- hundred Miles round that City ; which 
alio i» now dofeiy bdieg'd by the Forces of the Czar, 
C 5 If 
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If thefe Northern Infidels go on, and make fuch 
bloody Work wherever they come^ they will in a 
ihort Time, over-run and difpeople all Europe. Bat 
*tis to be hoped the Tartars, who are lately entered 
into a League with Foland, will put a ftop to the 
cruel Vidories of the Mufiwitesy and chaftife the 
Treafon of the CoJjfa<ks^ who join with them contrary 
to their Faith gii^h to the King of Poland, 

They fay, foifr Grandees of Tartaty are arrived 
as Hofiages iixWarfanjti^ and as many Lords of Foland 
are fent on the fame Errand to the Court of the Cham ; 
who, as a ferther Evidence of his Integrity, has re- 
leased all the Folijh Captives in his Dominions, and 
fent the AmhaJTadors of the Cojfaeks home, widu^t 
their Nofes and Ears, as a Mark of his irreconciie- 
able Indignation at their Infidelity. 

In the mean while, I am extremely afflidbd to 
hear of our continual LofTes by Sea. They fay here, 
that above £x thoufand Mujfulmans were killed in 
the late Fight in the Hellefpont ; afid that we have 
Jofl fixteen Gallies, befides Ships of War, That 
Element one would conclude, is fatal to xh^ Ottoman 
Empire, Neither have we had much better Succefs 
by -Land this Campaign. Yet Chu/aein the Fizier 
Axem, and General in Candia, has perform'd very 
Heroick Things. To fpeak impartially, and give due 
Honour to our Enemies, the JA^ltefesy < Venetians and 
French y have not been wanting in any Point of Bra- 
very. Which alfo redounds to the* greater Honour 
of the *MuJ/ulmansj in that they draw their Sword 
againd the Flower of Chriftendom, and not againU 
Onxih and Figmies, Such are the Ferfians^ when we 
encounter *em ; for either they dare not endure the 
Ludre, and fland the Brunt of oar invincible Arms i 
or if they do, they fink under the firfi: Shock. 

When I name thofe Hereticks, I fpit on the Ground 
ia Oetellation of their Errors : For they are worfe 
-|han the Zindick aod Giafers. I have more Charity * 

for 
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for a Cbriftian or a Jw, than I have for thcfe Ver- 
min of the Land. In fine, I wiih ih9f were extir- 
pated from the Earth ;^and that they may after this 
Life, be either metamorphosM into HogSy which 
Creature thou knoweft, is an Abomination to ajl 
good Men and Angels, (and they already refemble 
it in their Uncleannefs) or elfe that they may become 
the A&s of the Jew in Hell, to carry their fiurthens 
for a thouiand Ages. 

Paris, 1 ph rftbt i itb Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 

LETTER X. 

To Pefteli-Hali, bis Brother^ Matter of 
the Grand Seignior*^ Cuftom. 

THE God of our Fathers grant thee as maoh Joy 
every Minute of thy Lire, as I feel at this In- 
Hant. Wilt thou know the Occaiion of this unufual 
Tranfport ? I hardly believe myfelf, when I tell thee 
of an A^ventore^the moft furprizing that ever happen- 
ed to me fince my Arrival in this City. And perhaps 
thou wilt think I romance in relating it : But afTure 
thyfeif, that of a Truth Oucomicbe our Mother is at 
this Time in Paris^ with our Coufin Ifiuf, 

May a thoufand foft Faffions thrill thy Heart, 
when thou readeft this News, as they did mine, 
when at my Chamber Door I firft faw and knew the 
Face of her that bare me, after I had given her 
over for Dead long aeo 1 for I had heard no Tidings 
of her thefe eleven Years. Good Goni fo ftrange 
and unexpected a Sight, had almofl difmantled my 
Sin/es^ thofe Oiit works of the Soul, For a-while 
I flood ilill, aftonifh'd and trembling with Ecftafie, 
J was not prt&ntly fatisfy*dj whet&er I beheld a 
C 6 Mortal 
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Mortal or the Ghojl of one : For they fay thefe ap- 
pear in the fame Forms as they bore when alive. Ner- 
;ther Age nor Travel, with all other Infirmities and 
CroiTes of haman Life, had fo alter*d her Complexion* 
but that I cafily difcern'd manifcft Features, Linea- 
ments, and Air of my Mother. I conclude therefoir* 
it muft be Sbt^ or her Afparitiwy if there be any 
fuch Things. 

Thefe were my firft Thoughts, in that Waking 
Trance : But her Voice and Addre(s foon put me out 
of Doubt ; when impatient to fee me iland like one 
Thunder-Ilrack, (he ran to me with open Arms and 
Tears of Joy in her Eyes, crying out with a Tone and 
Afiedion peculiar to Women, Art thou alive ^ mj Son 
Mahmut" ? Do thefi Eyes fee tbee^ or am I in a 
Dream ? 

For my Part I was as mneh upon the Rapture as (he, 
and hardly knew how to deport myfel^ or what to 
fay or do. Yet the Fear I was in, left fome body in 
the Houfe ihould over-hear us, and mak? ill Conf«^ 
quences of this pafHonate Interview, taught me a 
Leffon of Moderation and Prudence. Wherefore I 
oeckon'd to her to fupprefs her Paifions, and conveHc 
by Signsy as the Cuiftom is at the Myfl$^tous Porte, 
Thofe filent Expreffions of our mutual Love, Joy, and 
Admiration, were not lefs fignificant» becaufe not 
cloath'd in Words. Thou knoweft there's Eloquence 
enough in this mute Language. And I was jeafous of 
Words, left fome inquifitive Soul might undcrftand us, 
though we conversed in ArabicL 

After our firft Endearments and Tendemeflcs were 
over, in which my Coufin Ifouf alfo Had his Share, 
(for we were all reciprocally overjoy'd to fee one 
another in this Ncft of Infidels) I began to confult 
the Safety of us all three, in providing convenient 
Lodgings for my Mother and Kinfman. In order 
to this we made a Vifit to Eliacbim the Je^^ who 
cntertainM^ us at a Banquet, after the Falhion of the 
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Eafi, We advifed with that honeft Hebre<w about out 
Affairs, I having made frequent and fufficient Proof of 
his Fidelity and Friendfhip. In fine he took them both 
into his Houfe, under the Notion of Greeks, his Ac- 
quaintance ; judging this the fecureft Way to prevent 
any Difcovery, or even the leaft Sufpicion of our 
Circumdances. They have continued there thefe five 
Days, and their Charafter has not been queftion'd by 
any. I vifit 'em daily, and we pafs away many Hours 
in recounting the different Adventures of ourXives, in 
difcourfing of our Friends in Jrahia, Greece, and other 
Parts of the World, ' and in concerting the bcft Me- 
thods to ferve one another, till Death fhall divide us 
from ourfelves, as well as from our Friends, and rank 
us in the Lift of In^viJUjle Beings, whofe State and 
Quality we know not. 

Well, but ali this while, I belifevc thou art impatient 
to know what Motive of their own, or Turn of For- 
tune, drove them into fo remote a Region as France, 
a Country inhabited by none but In/de/s P Shall I tell 
thee in a word ? 'Twas Love^ on her Part, and the 
Defire of Novelty, on his. 

Our Kinfman I/ou/, from his Childhood, felt poHr- 
crful Inclination^ to travel : Which entrcas*d with hig ' 
Years, and were Aiuch heightened by his con verfe with 
Greeks, Armenians, Franks, and fome Mujfulmans at 
Conftantinople, who had fecn many Foreign Countriea 
both in the Eaft and Weft. 

The Relations they made of the Curiofities the^ 
had feen, and of their own Adventures, fir'd his 
youthful Blood, and he fbrm'd a'Refolution to de- 
part with the firft Convenience from Conftantinople, 
atid vifit all the Regions in the World, ifhi^ Life and 
Health would hold out. I formerly acquainted thee, 
that he furveyM the greateft Part of JJia : Since 
which he fet forth again ; and having finiihed his 
Travels in that garter of the World, he bent hi? 
CourfC for Afmk i where he jrifitcd jE^/, Bar- 
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harjy the Empire of Morocco and Fez i with that of 
the JEt^iofianSf and many other Regions under the 
Torrid Zone^ too tedious for me at this time to men- 
tion tMurticttIarly» becaufe I write in haHe. Hereafter 
I ihall give thee a more particular Accoun^of his Ob- 
fervationsy Wherein thou wilt find, .that Ifoi^ 
has not altogether loH his Time. 

At length having fatisfyM himfelf with whatfoever 
he thought worthy to be f.tn and known in that 
Southern Trady he parted from Fez with a Defign to 
iee Europe, Some Bills of Exchange cauied him to 
take Grand Caire in his Way, where he encountered 
my Mother. She perceiving, that he would take 
Slupping direfUy for France^ refolvM to lay hold on 
(b mvourabk an Opportunity of feeing me once more 
before ihe dyed. Wherefore imparting her Defign 
to him, Ifiuf oiFer'd her his utmoft Service. And 
having fettled her Affairs at Caire^ and pack'd up 
her Money, Jewels and other Neceflkries, thev took 
the Road of ocanderoon, where they foon arriv*a ; and 
putting themfelves into the Habit of Greeks^ Ifoi^ 
alfo fpeaking pretty well that Langtu^e^ and the 
Lingua Franca, they bargained with the Mailer of a 
Veflel then lying in the Harbour, and bound for 
Marfeilles. He took them on boaid, and under the 
ProtedUon and Favour of Heaven, they arrived fafe 
. at Marfeilles, and are now ii^ this City. 

Yet amidft all the Pleafure I conceive in the Pre- 
" fence of fo near a Relation as a Mother, I am not 
without fome Qualme of Fear, left fome unfortunate 
Occurrence fhould difcover her to be no Cbriftian : 
For then, the Iflue might prove dangerous both to 
her and me. 

As for I/ou/, he defies to tarry no longer in 
Paris, than to informi himfelf of what is moft re- 
markable in this City, and to fatisfy the other Ends 
of a Traveller. From hence, after he has viiited the 
chiefeft Cities in France, he talks of Travelling 

into 
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into flandersy Hollandy Germary, Swideland^ and 
f . the other Kingdoms of Europe. But for Spain or For- 
tugnl he has no Thought ; either out of Pear of the 
JfiqutJttioHy which is very fevere in thofe Countries ; 
or out of an Averfion to thoie People who expeird 
-the Moors , of which he relates very Tragical Stories,' 
which they told him during his Refidence at Morocco 
and Fez. In a- Word, he gives this Charaifler of a 
Spaniard, that he is a Mungrel^ between a Man and 
a DmV. He likes the Company of the Frinch^ in 
Regard they converfe with a natural and unrefervM 
Freedom, which becomes them very well. But he 
lias fpoke with none but Travdlen yet, who have 
. been otherwife employed, than in ftudying the artifi- 
cial Difguife of Courtiers, If he fojourns the Space 
of three Moons in this Kingdom^ he will find fome of 
the Frinch as afl^ed in their Way, as other People : 
He will encounter with a new Sort of Frenchman in 
every Pro*vince, For Franc; is a meer GaUimaufryy 
made up of the Fragments and Remnants of other 
Nations, They differ aHb in their Languagey as well 
as in their Manners, one from another. So that the 
Inhabitants of Gafcoigne and Bretagne can hardly be 
underftood by thofe of Paris and Bhis, witH the 
adjacent Parts, The WeRem People are not cu- 
rious in preferving the Dialed of their Fathers, but 
every Age introduces a Change in their Speech : Nei- 
ther are they diligent in retaining their Genealogies, 
Whereas in the Ea^, thou IcnoweS the Languages re- 
main uncornipted, the fame now as they were two 
• thoufand Years ago, or from the Confitjton of Babel, 
The fame Care we Jraiians, have of our Trihes and 
Familiii, 

Son of my Mother, when thou readeft the two en- 
doiM, and (halt fee the very lland-writing of the 
^lear Omcomichie^zxA j^^our JCinfman, let thy Heart 
be like the Valley of Amim, fragrant as a drove of 

Spices I 
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S|>lces : For thep thy Eyes will convince thee, that 
what I write is Truth. 

Paris, izdoftbe izth Moon^ 
of the Tear 1654. 



LETTER XI. 

To Adonai a Jew, Pr if oner in the Tower 
of Nona at Rome, 

THIS comes to thee by the hand of a tru^y 
Friend : Give entire Credence to his Inftru- 
ttions. To fay Tm forry to hear of thy Misfbrtane, 
would but iainuy expicis my Paiiion : *Tis noteafily 
defcrib*d in Words : I am as melancholy as an Ante- 
lope^ when the Sun's in conjudion with Saturn, This 
is a fad fort of a Beaft* that will neither eat^ drinky 
nor fleep ; during that dull Afpedl. 

In GoD*s Name, how cam'A thou to be fo free with 
thy Tongue amone the Romans f Or what tempted 
thee to meddle wiw their Religion and Laws f Wtt 
it not enough, that Thou, and all the Jews, in that 
City* had Liberty to frequent your Syn^gpgnee^ and 
there curfe the Cbriftians in antiquated Hebrew f 
Muil you needs rail at them in plain Italian too ? And 
that over your Cups, when Men ought to be good-, 
natur*d to all the World ? Of what Import is it to 
yoi^ whether they be Idolaters or no» fo long aa 
they give you leave to adpre One God, Creator mtht 
Worlds F Or, what fignifics it, if (;hey ara guilty of 
Ten Thouiand Injuftices and Follies among ^leitir 
felves, whilft you live quietly under their Prote^on 
and Government ? Jfdonai, I amafham'd o£tbe Im* 
morality of thofe of thv Nation, I bluih fot yoar 
Ingratitude, Pride, and Malice. Siirejy Jf thfi jVar 
forcm di<l really believe what they profefs^ they 

would 
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would facrifice you all to the Gboft of their Mejfas^ 
whom they fay yoxx Cruciffd, They would not 
leave a yenv livings in Chrijiend^m, but do their ut- 
moll to exterminate you from the Earth. I fpeak 
not this as myWifti j but only to upbraid your Imper- 
tinence and Vanity, in thus fooliflily provoking thofe, 
with whofe Permiffion it is, that you live and enjoy 
the Elements, • 

The Prophet Mofes,^ your Laniugiver, left you an* 
other Rule, a Leflon of Civility, when he laid. Ye 
Jhall not blafpheme the. Gods of the People. Had thou 
and thy Companions obey'd this Precepty ye might 
have been at Liberty. : But 'tis bad falling into the 
Hands of the Inqmjttwn. However, I am glad to 
hear, that jfpu are not tranfported to the CaJ/e of 
St. Angela ; that weuld have been a tragical Re- 
move at this Jundiuse. But now, as I'm mform'd, 
not one of yott is in Danger :" For they fay, that 
all the Prifoners in Rome are by Cuftom releafed 
upon the Death x>f the Pope, except thofe vjho^ are 
in that fatal Fortrefs, And 'tis generally fuppofed - 
the good old Caliph is no long-liv^ Man. For they 
never .ufe to remo^ the Pfifpoer^ defigf ed for Death, 
'till tS^ PbyJUiofii are .pajft aU Jiopcs of the holy f^r 
there's Life. • ! ' . . •* 

However; in regard tljetf no Certainty in Hu- 
man Affairs, but a perpetual Change and Circular 
tion of Events ; left fome unhappy turn of Fortune 
ihould either now continue thy Reftraint, or here- 
^ter bereave thee of thy Liberty, 1 fend thee liere 
cnclos'd, a Receipt of a chymical Liquor ^ which mi^ 
be of fomp Servjce to. thee in all the Itrongeft Prifon 
on Earth. 'Twas revealM to me by my Mother,- who 
Icarn'd it of an Egyptian Artiliat Caire. Defpife it 
not, becaufe it comes from a Woman's Hand : For I 
have made an Experiment of it, and find it -eiFeftuaL 
•Twill render Iron as brittle as Glafs. 'Tis more 
powerful than the Water of "the Rivei: Styx^ wJiicj|> 

no 
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no Vcflcl could hold, but the Hoof of a Mult. After 
an Hour's Application, thoa may*ft make the thickeft 
Bars, Chains and Bolts fly in a ^onfand I'ieces, as 
if they were made of Pvrctttmt. 

Thoa wilt not wonder at this, when thoa con- 
fider*ftthe innumerable Ibange lm>tntions of Men 
prying into the Secnis of NaNrtt and fbrtonate in 
their Searches. Above all, Cbpniftfy has brought to 
Light the gieateft Ihmiigies Jbrt and Kxowledgt. 
Tfis myfterioos Scintce, was the peculiar Boaft of 
the primitive £^g)ip^urji;r, ftom whence all other Na^ 
tins learned it. And had not I^/es himfelf been in- 
Aruded from his Youth in all the Ltamiw of Egypt ^ ' 
perhaps he would have been at a Lofs, when he cd- 
cinM theftfZ/nr Calf^ and wrt the Dlift to the If- 
ratlitis to De mixM m their Drink, as the only Expia- 
tion of their Idolatry, Doubtlefi, this Secret^ among 
othen, was tranfmitted down to thofe Times, from 
Philemon the good Priep who was ia the Number of 
them Vho efcapM the Flood in Noah'^ Jrk^ and whofe 
Grandfon Ma/ar was the firfi: King in Egypt after 
the Delvgi, 

PbiUm^t. the better to efbbUHi the State of his 
Offsprim^ rsvealM to t)M» many hidden Things : 
taught tkm the HierogMicks of the DgeielPhmran, 
or the Pyramds, with Su the Myfleries of the Tali/' 
Htiutjf and the ckfmieal Prmrations of MoMcatam ; 
the forcible Waters and Effences, Powders and 
other Ingredients, by which they made marble as 
pliable as Wax or Clay. Thefe Things he had leamM 
of thofe who periih'd in the Flood: He retain^ the 
Wifiom of the Ancients y his Coevals %nd Predeceffi>rs : 
leaving the Rudiments of fo profound a Knowledge 
to his roflerity as an invaluable Treafure, of which 
they could never be robb'd. Thus Science became 
hereditary to the Coptitesy who bear that Name from 
Coptim^ the Son fsHMafar^ the ftrik King of Eg^pt, 
IflHpe the Rainbow appeared in the Clouds. And 

'twas 
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*twas from one of that Race, ny Mother kam'd that 
admirable Secrtt. 

Tmft not to Words, but try the Experiment. 
The Receipt will give thee all neceflar]f Direftiom ; 
Vet I Goiuiiel thee not to be big with it, like him 
who having fbond oat the Art of making Glafs ipal* 
leablcy or fit to be beat by the Hammer into any Shape 
or Figure, as the Silver-imidu work their Metal^muft 
needs go and difcover his Secret to the Prince^ exptGt' 
tng a great Reward : When on the contrarjr he. loft his 
Head on the Spot t the Prince thinking it In- 
ittfiioe,that fi> many thouiknd People as got their Bread 
by making of common Glafles, fhould be all niin*d» 
to promote one Man's Profit and Advantage. 

In fine, a(e this Secrei to ferve thyfelf, or the 
Cam/e thoa art ingagcd in : But truft it not to ano- 
ther, unlefi on the fame eqoal Terms as 1 commit 
it to thee, wherein the greater Hazard is thine in di- 
vulging it. 

Paris, t^tbo/theiji Mm, 
rftbiTearid^^. 



LETTER XIL 

Ta Mehemet, once an Eunuch Paj^e in . * 
the Seraglio^ but new an Exile in 
Egypt, at Grand Caire, 

HEN I firft heard of thy IfenifTiment from 
the JmpefialPalace^s^ City, think not that 
Iwasiad, or entertained theufual Sentiments of a 
Friend, on fuch Occafions. No, I tell thee on the 
contrary, I rejoiced (yet not with the Joy of an 
I Enemy) at that (eeming Misfi7rtune« as luiowing it 
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has delivered thee &om a real Qne, in which, accord- 
ing to my Prefages, all the AttenSance ofthy Mxjirefs, 
the old Queen, were foon after involv'd. 

Thou art obligM to Bdcchus, for that fortunate 
Calamity ; which tho* it for a while eclipfe thy Ho- 
nour, yet was the only means to feve thy life. 

When I formerly fent thee an Account of my 
Imprifonmeht here, and how 1 was regal'd by my 
Keeper at a Banquet o/Wine ; whfen in that Letter I 
play'd the Advocate fot the Juice of the Grape, I 
little thought that thoii would'ft ever make an Ex- 
periment of that Bug-bear Liquor. * ^Though 1 know 
*tis common, even in the Seraglio, to drink PFine 
privately, and chaf6 away MelanchoUy, th« conftant 
Familiar of Reftrairit and Servitude, with generous 
Compotations. ^ 

I am noStranger to the tiunlerfeitSicknefsof thbft, 
who, for the lake of this ftoten Mirth, put them- 
felves into the Infirmary, that they may there caroufe ' 
with Freedom, and drinkHealths to the Grand Seig- 
nior without Sufpicion. 

Were it not for the convenient Situation of that' 
Apartment, and the Favour of the BoftangPs^ no 
Wine could jgnd admjttajac^^ijat the 5^ r/gg //o, fave 
wKatls for the Grand Seignior\ Ufe." But now^ his* 
Starves drink it iw merrily as ht^: And I am notforir 
that thou art* Arie of Ch'fe Numb«-. 'Its a ground- 
Icfs Superftition to idufe the Gift of Divioe, Libcr 
• rality, jand deriy ourfelves rfie Ufc of thfit Pianf, 
which was. made to' cheer the Hearts opMariais. 
Nay, our My 7ra^///f}t/'themfelve$, and all our Do- 
lors tacitly own, that the Fine is allowable/ and 
that it wa&fav'd ^mopg t;he reft of the Vegetables,^ by 
Noah in 4rk': And^that h§iy Prophet , cufs'd,' tm 
De'vil for flealing it away. Perhaps the Sfary will 
not be uhpleafant to thee. 

When God commanded Uoah, with his Compa- 
nions^ to defcend out of theyfri in.Peace^ they built 

them 
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them Houfes, and began to exercifc ^uJbanJry; They 
fow'd Corn, and the Seed of other Fegetables : They 
planted alfo all Sorts of Trees ; but when they came 
to look for the Vine it could not be found. Then it 
was told Noah by the Angdy that the Devil hzi ioVn 
it away, as having fome Right to it. Wherefore 
Noab cited the Devil to appear before the j^nge/, in • 
the Name of God, to anfwer his Theft. Tie jfnMl 
gave Judgment, that the Fine Ihould be divided be* 
twecn 'em into three Parts, whereof the De*vil fhoul4 
have Tnvo, and Noah One ; to which both Parties con- 
fcnted : Whereby it is evident, that Man has ibmc 
fliarc in the Juice of the Grape. For this was the 
Deciiion of Gabriel, that when Tivo Thirds of the 
Liquor of this Fruit fhould be evaporated away in 
boil ing over the Fire, the Remainder fhould be law- 
fnl for Noah and his Vofterity to drink. J^nd thou 
knoweft, we Mujfulmans generally obey this Lavj in 
preparing our Wine. 

Let the Devil therefore, in the Name of Goo, have 
his fhare in his tempting Fruit, and then there can 
be no Injuftice in enjoying our own Part. For when 
that which inebriates is leparated by Fire from the 
reft, this Liquor becomes pure, holy, and blefled. 
This is the Sentence of the Ancients, the immediate 
Auditors of the Mejfenger of Gop, as is to be feen in 
the Manufcripts they left behind them ; which, tho* 
they are rare and difficult to be met with, yet fuch 
as diligently feek Wifdom fhall not lofe their Labour. 
Abu Becre Eb^n Mahumet has taken great Pains to 
colle£l the Memoirs of Antiquity , He was a learned 
DoQor among my Countrymen of the Houfeof Sulpha 
(may he reft under the Umbrella^ z of Faradtfe,) 
From him I had this Relation. 

But tell me, my dear Mehemet, if thou knoweH, 
how cam'il thou to.be the only Man that had the 
good Fortune to be fentenc'd to this happy Difgrace ? 
Or^ if thou arc ignorant, I will tell thee. For it Teems 

the 
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the Reft of the Company in that Night's Revel were 
difcoverM as well as thou, t efcap*d all Cenfure. It 
looksy as if they were defignedly reiervM for W^ims^ 
to a more inexorable Revenge. And the Event jufti- 
fia this ConjeAure % iince within the Circuit of the 
Moon^ not only they, but all the furviving Creatures 
of the Sultana Kio/em^ were ftrangled. 

Therefoi« again, I pronounce thee Happy, and dou- 
bly ble{s*d in being an Exile^ fmce thereby thou haft 
tfcapM the Hands of the Executioner^ and art now 
livine in E^pt i the moft fortunate Region on Earth. 
Afcrioe thjs to thy frofitkus Defiity, and to the Fa- 
vour of Solyman Kyxlir Jj^a : who forefeeing the 
Slaughter that would be nuule of that old ^an^s 
Servants, took this Opportunity to accufe thee to 
the Gralul Seignior, that fo he might iave thy Ufe : 
For, *twas at his Interceffion, thou wert baniihM 
into this happy Province, which is callM the Nurfi of 
9XL Nations. Improve thy Exile to the beft Advan- 
ta^, and from, this Nurfe, fuck the Milk of Selena 
with which ihe has formerly nouriOied the whole 
Earth. Be grateful alfo to thy Deliwer $ for he is 
a trufty Friend, and unchangeable, where he once 
places his Aflfe^ion. He had a particular Kindnefs 
for thee. From him I received the News of thy 
Efcape ; for that is the proper Name of thy Ba- 
nifhment. Pour forth devout Oraifins for his Health 
and Happinefs, £nce thou art in a Land, where the 
Prayers of Muffulmans are as effeftually heard at 
fome particular Places, as if they were ottered at 
the ^omh of the Prophet, 

I cotinfel thee to vifit the Prifo$i ofjofepb, which 
is in the Dungeon of the Cc^le of Caire. This is a 
Place of great Devotion among the Faith/uh and has 
been fo in all Arcs, fince the Death of that Patriarch, 
Mofes the Prophet, of whom 'tis faid, that he died in 
the Embraces o/Gov, made his Prayers in this Place i. 
and fo did jtaron hit Brother, when they perform'4 

thof« 
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tkpTe Miracles in Eygypt, Jifms the Son tSMmty 
fited this place, both he and his mother (on whom 
are centerM the Smiles of the Creator :) They there 
performed their Devotions , when they fled from the 
Perfecution of Herod. , So did the Profbete and Jht- 
files^ as many as were in Bygjuft, with all true BeSit' 
'vers. Nay , fome of the Jjt/i/e/s themielves, having 
heard of the Renown of this SanHuaij^ made their 
Addreffes to Heawn there, in Time ofgreat DiHiei^. 
For here Praters are infallibly heard, efpecially if 
they hfe (aid after the ^s;rhas traversed the Meridian : 
when the wicked Daemons are afleepy who walk abroad 
''till Noon, doing all th#Mifchief they can. 

My Friend, when I think of the Region where 
thou art, I can hardly forbear envying thee. "Tisa 
Land of Prodigies and Miracle/. It is the Support of 
Men, and the Granaty of the IVorld : Thofe who in- 
habit it, are full of Complacency and Joy ; and thofe 
who abandon it, burn with a perpetual Deflre to re- 
turn. Its Ri'vers are clear, and the Waters fweec and 
rich as fFine ; the Eye of God it upon- it, who caufes 
the Nile to flow at its accuflomed Seajbn ; whence the 
Land is made fertil beyond all the Provinces on Earth: 
This Ni/e is one of the Rivers which Goo caufed to 
defcend from the JSprings of Paradi/e, on thei^i«^f 
of Gabriel ; an4 has hid the Place of its Defcent, 
among the inacceffible Heights (^Mountains. 

There are many flrange Things related of the Land 
of Alfhiom, and how it was flrif manured by Jofeph^ 
being before his Time but a Fen or Marjh. The Story 
aUb of Hagar^ the Mother of all the Ifmaelites^ is not 
'unpleafant ; thou wilt And it in the Cronicles of 
Egypt : For {he was an Egyptian, of the Family of the 
Coptites i and wis beflowed off Sarah the Wife of 
oar Father Ibrahim^ by Cbaroba, the King of Egypt^B 
Daughter. After ihe wasdifmifs'd from her Lady, , 
flie traveird to Mecca ; from whence they ient ^ Di^^ 
patch t» the King of Egypt^ to acquaint him with 
t her 
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her Affairs, and with the Birth of her S6n J/ma9i^ 
imploring his Affiilance, in regard (he was in a Land 
barren of all Things. Then the King of Egypt caus'd 
a* Canal to be cut from th« Nile, at the Foot of the 
Baftefrt Mountains of Egypt, to the Red Sea ; and fcnt 
VdSel* laden with Corn, Fruits, and all manner of 
neceflary Provifions to Hagar, 

If thou addreffeft to the Feet of the DoSlors, the ve- 
nerable Prelates of Caire, they will inform thee of more 
flrange Thhigs than thefe. It is a noble Exercife, to 
contemplate the Kingdoms of the Heavens, and the 
Earth ; to fearch into their Wonders and Prodigies ; 
to trace the Footfteps of ibrtient Nations, ana the 
Traditions which know no Origin. 

Mehemety I am an Exile as well as thou : Let as 
continue our former Friend(hip in this State, and do 
one another all the good Offices we can. As for the 
Misfortunes of human Life, let us bear \hem with an 
equal Mind ; for they will foon have an End, as wdl 
as we ourfelves. 

May God, who in the Time of GogzrA MagogXxx^ 
up from the Earth the great Alcoran, and the Sheets of 
Science; the hlacA S tone, &nd the Shrine of Mo/es, Vfith 
the Fi*ue Ri*uers, have thee in his holy ProteAionand 
Cuftody, at the Hour of E*vil, and at all Times. 

Paris, 26th of the \fi Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 



LETTER XIII. 
To Kerker Haflan Bafla. 

THOU may'ft report it to theD/Wff for a certain 
Truth, That the chief Mufti of the ChriJHans 
IS dead: Which puts all the Courts in Europe upon 
*cW Strains of Policy. 
^ • He 
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' He was cailTd IimacM,X, after his AiTumption to 
this Fafacj: For his true Name was i^ampbilio. 
fiat fome iay it has been a Cu&om for x\t, Popes 
to change their Names, ever iince a certain Frieft 
was lifted to that Dignity^ which was callM ^^rr/z de 
Forcoy or Jiijgf'/ /ar^. He, afliam*d of this igaomi- 
nioas .Name, ■ as foon as he fate in- the Chau-:Ot Peter^ 
aflomM the Name of Serptu, Yet all his Succejfors 
have^not obierv'd that Rde. 

Tiiele ^Popes have an Authority greater than oar 
frineipal Mitfii : For they are obeyM by Kings and 
Emperors. And being eileemM little lefs than Goiis 
on Earth, they are folemnly adorM on the Day of 
XktiT CoronaiioHy hy zWtht Cardinals, Princes, Pre* 
lates^ and foreign AmhaJfadQrs at that Time in Rome. 
And for that they are feated on the Altar, which 
|he Na%ar€His call the tabernacle and Hahitatiom 
^ of their God. 

If I miftake not in my Obierration^. thefe^;»4« 
• Caliphs afpire at a Sovereignty over all Kings and 
Princes ; They would «akp that which they ^1 thc_ 
'Hiemrchy, x faperlative independent Monarchy, to 
which all the Governments in the World Jbould 
pay Homage, and be fubjedl. 

This puts me in mind of a certain Preacher at Na* 
plesy ^ho fome Years ago, when Adonaixhe yciv wat 
^ that City, andh$ppett*d tobeprefentinthe Ci&2trri&^ 
having made a very elaborate Speech to perfuade 
the People that die Priefis were inperior to Kings ; 
at kngtbJie broke out into this paifionate Exclama^ 
don : **0 ye Princes of Chriftendom, ye are Pharoahs^ 
* \ and^we Prices are your Gods. O ye Pharosihs obey 

youriGods. Ye can only command the Creature, boC 

wemake the Creator him.&lf come down on the Al- 
'* tars, at our pleafure " This Rdatioii I had from the 
yeiMy in his J^T^'zff// .through Italy. And itisaflcrted 
by fomeof their DoSors, •*'lliat4he Pope has not only 

Power to excommunicate thcgreateft Prince on the 
D Earth 
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I* Earth, but alfo to pall a Saint oat of Faradiie, and 
fend him tpHdl. 

If they could perfoade the Naxareng Princtt and 
TmU to believe they have fuch an Exorbttant P^wer^ 
perhaps in Time th^ might reduce thehi to as blind 
a $uperftiti$tt as the ancient Kin^ of Egypt were 

Siilty ofy who weoe (b hefotted to their Priefts^ 
at when he whom they call the Catir^ or Maftir 
of the CeUJlial Influences^ commanded the King t9 
kill himiett, for that it was the Will of Heaven ; the 
jfoor bigotted Monarch durft not difpute the Orders he 
had receiv'd, bnt ia fimple Obedience became his own 
Mnrthener. 

Thofe EgyptUtn Prieftt indeed were Mafters of 
great Science^ profound Jftrologert^ excellent Matbe- 
maticians^ and perfe£Uy IkillM in the Secrets of Na^ 
turnl Magick. They perform*d Thin« tranfcending 
the more common and obvious Works of Nature : 
"By which it was eafy to ftrike Terror into the 
Hearts of igncmnt Mortals. But as for thefe Naxa* 
rem Priefts^ all that they can boaft of is, that they 
have read the HiJ^orUs of former Times, and ane 
able to difcourfe in Philofipiy, and other Scsencet^ 
without having the Power to work any Prodigies ; 
Unleis thou wilt count it one, to keep fo many 
warlike Nations in a iervile Awe of their Auth<Mity, 
with the bare Pretence of taming a Piece of Bread 
into a God. 

Yet for all this, then are many poor Prelates^ and 
other EcclefiaftickSf who are invefted with emptv 
Titles, havmg little or no Rg'uenues : Among which 
the Poverty S fome is (o remarkable as to become 
a Prowri, Thus 'tis .common in the Months of the 
Romans to iay^ Tie Pope's Muie fares better than 
,tbe Bybop ^Orviette. 

llluilrious Baja^ live thou in the Faith of » 




the Fatjottr of the Grand Seigtdor % 
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for in that State thoa may*ft defpife the greateift of 
thefe Ecclefiafttcl Infidels, 

FtU'ls, \ ith rf the zd Moon, 
oftkiYearib^^. 



LETTER XIV. 
To the Kaimacham. ' 

I Believe tht Secretary of the Nazarene Affairs 
takes me to be a Conjurer 9 and thinks that I can 
divine of all the Changes and Alterations that hap- ^ 
pen at the Porte ^ or thsit I have fome magical Glafis,* 
which repreients to me the continued Series of remo&e 
Events, with all the Trainfa£Hons of the Imperial 
Court, Camp and City : Or elfe he would not be fo 
iate .in "his Di/patches, and fend me fuch imperfca 
•News. I am forc'd many Times to addrefs my Letten 
\>y Guefe ; not knowing whether the Perfon to whom 
I write be in the fame Station he was a while agO/$ 
or whether he be among the Li'vingy or the Dead: 
Whether I Ihould dired my Difpatches to Confian- 
timple, or to the Elifian Shades, 

My Intelligence of the Mujfulman AfFairs is many 
times more owing to the French Merchants who 
trade in the Levant ; or to the Expreffes which 
<ome from Amhe^adors refiding at Conftantinople^ 
than to that Secretary ^ whofe C2re it ought to be, 
that I Ihould be timely inform'd of whatever happens . 
in the Ofman Empire, 

Surely Kifitr Dramelec h^s fome Defign upon me; 
in being always thus tardy and negligent. I fcarce 
hear from him once in htilf a Year ? whereas he is 
commanded by his Superiors ^ as well as mine, to 
write to me every Moon : And then he fends me 
fuch a lame Accourit of Things, fuch Fragment* 
D 2 . and 
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and Scfaps of News, Aat his Letters need a Com* 
ment, to make 'em intelligible. 

About four Years ago I modeftly tax*d him wiA 
i^this ncgleft, when I had reafo© to do it in my own 
Vindication to Minezim Aluph^ Baffa, But Ki/ur 
iieard of it, and was very angry. He fent me a Letter 
£ull of Invedlives, which I anfwer'd with a kind of 
Indifference, mixing RaiHery with my jufter Refent- 
^ents. How that work'd on him Lknow not but 
Jbis Refervednefs ever fince, makes niie conclude he 
liudies Reirenge ; and that he takes this Method to 
accompliih .it, by keeping me as much* in Igno«- 
ranee, as he dares, of the Changes and other imports 
tant Occurrences at the myfterious Torn, He knows 
it would be a Crime little lefs than Capital, not to 
'write to me at all : Such a wilful Contumacy would 
j^aight proclaim him a Tray tor ; fince, among the 
other InAruflions which were given him with his 
CommiiHon, this Charge was none of the leail. 
That he fhould fend frequent Intelligence to all the 
Qrand Seignior^s Agents^ whether publick or private, 
in the Courts of Nazarene Princes. He is fenfible, 
that fuch a manifeft Contempt of Supreme Authority^ 
would abfolutely ruin him. Therefore he goes more 
fobtilly to work ; for he wrkes, indeed, but very 
feldom : And then, with cunning Artifice, either 
quite conceals, or at leaft difguifes the moft conftdera* 
ble Tranfaftions, only filling up his Letters with 
trifling Stories, and impertinent Relations, nothing 
to my purpofe : Thinking by this means to bring 
upon me the Difpleafure of the Grandees^ through 
die Miftakcs I may commit for want of better Adver- 
tifement. 

Be it how it will, I am ftrangely atalofs fomc:- 
times what to think, or how to write to my Sufe- 
riorSf or what Sort of Condud I fhould ufe in this 
Place, amidft fb many various Reports as are conti- 
Auall^ fpread abroad in Euroff concerning the Af- 
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feiis of the SeragUoy thp ^fining City, and other Part? 
df this Ottoman Empire : Whilll this Ki/ttr flill de- 
lays to alter tain me of any Thing. . 

I have beeii wholly a Stranger, 'till within thefe 
few Days, to the Fate of the Captain Bajfa, who 
was ftrangled about a Year ago, for his Cowardifq 
and ill Condudl againft the Venetians, Neither knew 
I any Thing of the Adventure and Flight of his 
Sons. I was equally ignorant of the SuccelHon of 
the Ba£q of Buda in this important Command ; and 
ef many other Chap^es both by Sea and Land. 

So at prefent here are a thoufand Rumours flir- 
rlng about one Thing or other in the EaJ},' Some 
iay, that Chufaein Bajfa is ftrangled,. and that the 
Captain BaJfa is made Vi%eir Jzem in his Head. O- 
^ers report, that this Jirji Minifier was only de- 
BOsM from th^it fupremt Dignity^ the Sealsy being tar 
Ken from him; but that, neverthelefs, heftillconti'^ 
nues to be General of the Sultanas Forces in Candia. 
A third Sort affirm, that he intended to turn Chrifii' 
Mfi, holding a fccret Correfpondcnce with . the Pa- 
triarch of JerufaUm^ by whofe means, and a general 
Revolt of the Greeks^ Armenians^ and other Cbrifti- 
unsy under the Grand Seigniory's Jurifdi^Uon^ he fought 
tio betray the Ottoman BM, and exalt hixnfelf to 
the Empire, 

I am not willing to bielievc, that fuch iriondrbus' 
Perfidy could enter into the Heart of that illuftrious 
ffero i yet know not how to conti^idid it» for Want 
of true advice. 

It is reported alfo. That Seignior Apetto^ the Vene- 
tian Bailoy or Refident at*the Happy Porte^ has kill'i' 
himfelf with a Ponyard ; being driven to defpair' 
by his long Confinement, and the cruel Ufage hie had' 
received from the Mujfulmans, God knows whether' 
it be true or no. It would be much to 9iy Satisfadlion 
to have a particular Account of aH thefe Things, and " 
of whatfocver elfc Occurs worthy of Notice. For ' 
D ^ hoir 
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^ovf can I difcharge my Truft^ whilfi I am thus kept 
in the Dark. 

,Thcy talk here of a violent Plagtte that rages in 
Mujco<vy^ and that above 200,000 People have died 
of it in the City of Mu/cow only, befides Millions 
that have been iwcpt away in the Provinces of that 
vaft Empire, Thofc that really know not tbemfelvesp 
nor are acquainted with their own Nature, will yet 
pretend to penetrate into the Councils of the Omni- 
foteht, and pronounce this as a Judgment on the 
MufcQvitesy for the Cruelties they have commkted in 
^Poland. Doubtlefs, the Methods of Tatezxt in/cru- 
table. 

In the mean while we are plagued here with a 
Crew of Vagabonds y whom they call Gypfies, 01 Egyp- 
tians : For uiey pretend to be defcen^ed from that 
Place. They iWarm up and down the Country like 
CaUrpUIars, devouring the Fruits of the Earth. They 
boafl of a profound Skill in Patmtpry^ Phyfiognomy.^ 
and other Sciences, cheating People of their Money, 
under the Notion of telling them their Fortunes, No 
Body knows from whence they comfc, or whither they 
go ; for they are as uncertain as the Wind a naf^ 
Generation, and the very Burthen of the Land. If 
any Creatures be obliged to them, *tis the Mice and 
Rats 9 with whom they feem to be in League : For 
they kill and eat all the Cats they feize on. 

Illuftrious Mtnifter^ I pray Hea^ven defend thee 
from all Sorts of Plagues and Vermin, but efpecially 
from Monfitts in human Shape. 

Paris, i6th of the id Moon, 
of the Tear 1655. 
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LETTER X\r. 
To the fame. 

A S I am alive, diefe Gypfies have enchanted me': 
jf\ I caanoc put *em out of my Mind. And per- 
haps it will neither be impertinent nor troablefome 
to give thee a farther Information of them. 

There are feveral Opinions concerning the Origi- 
nal of theie Vagrants i and they have been thought 
worthy to be inferted into Hiftories. Some fay, they ' 
came out of Tartary, or Scythiay and that they firft 
appeared inthefe Parts about the Year 141 7, of the 
Cbriftians Hegira, At which time they entered into 
^ * SdtxoHy iu' Troops, having. the Paflport of Sigi/mwii^ 
Ring of Hungarian andSonof Chaft^rVf, They had 
alfo the Recommendations of drvers other Princes, 
Vfho looked apon them as kcfy Per/tms, or Prophets. 
For they pretended that they were commanded by 
God to travel over the whole Earth, and not to 
kave either Hoafes or Lands in their own Pollef- 
fion r And that this was enjoined *em as a Penance 
to expiate the Sins of their Jnajtors ; who inhabit- 
ing Egypt in the Days of Jefus the Son of Mat^^ the 
Chriilian Mejfias, refu&M to entertain that Holy Prt^ 
fbet and his Mother, when they fled from the Perie- 
Ctttion of HeroJ. 

Others are of Opinion, that they came firft out 
of Perfia, and are of the Race of thofe who adove ^ 
the Fire : Being forc'd, once in (even Years, to 
make Decimations^ of their People, and fend away 
many Caravans, to feek their Fortune in foreign 
jCountries, Perfia not being able to fuftain their nu- 
*inerous Progeny: 

A third Sort affirm, That they arc thtPofierity of 
the ten ye*wi^ Trihes tUsLtwtr^ csLrried away Cap- 
tives by Salmanafer, King of Affyrta. No Body 
D 4 knowi 
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knows for certain what they arc> or from whence. 
They are of fwarthy Completions, wrapt up in Man- 
tics of Cotton or Wool. They fpcak fcvcn Languages i . 
profcfs three Sciences ; obey onfe King or General^ 
who always travels with *cm. The Italians call •'en* 
Cingari, from a Word in their Language >^hich fig- 
milies a Kind of Water-Fonul^ that hath no certain 
Ncft, but is forced every Night to feek a new Lodg- 
ing : For fo thefe Qyffies rove from Place to Place. 
The Germans call them Zingener^ from the Word 
Zindcl, which is the conibnt Appellative of the 
King of thefe Ramblers ; as Pharaoh was of old 
'among the Egyptians^ and Cafar amone the Romartt^ 
In many Things they referable the lorlakins and Fet^ 
^uirs of the Ea^ S boading of extraordinary Illumi* 
nations, and a conftant Familiarity with God : Tho*^ 
fome learned Men among the Nazarenes e&eem ^eia 
no better than a Crew of Cheats and Hypocrit^^: 
Evtn as they do th^e' Oriental Sanienes, ; who -they 
iay» under the Maf^ue cf an uiwM>auBon Hdiaefty 
commit a thoufand ViUanies. 

God beft knows what Judgment is to be ma^ 
cither of the o^r thenher. But theCe Egyptians, 
^ as they call them, wheth^ they are rtally fuch or 
no, have no great Marks of SanSlity, in that they aife 
very unclean. They ftldom or nev^r waih thenl- 
lelves, but like the Swine, wallow in all manner of Fil- 
thinefs, eating prohibited Meats, and having their 
Women in common^ which are the two Sources of alf 
Impurity, 

As to the Faquirs of the Eaft, they are flri^l Ob- 
fervers of the Law of Abftlnence and Cleannefs ; 
whether they be MuffutmanSy or the Gentiles of Mia- : 
And if in other Matters they may be /ound ^ulty^ 
*tis rare ; And then they exceed not the Cha- 
leader of Humanity^ which thou know*ft is by Nature 
prone to Error, and fubjedl to a thoufand Frailties 
and Overflights. We are all Men, and Go does n^ 
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cxpeftour Condua to be t^^t of Jngeis, His Re^ 
pofe isia htmlelf ; and if he takes any CompIaceD<;y 
the Thing? of the World, *cis in beholding tvery^ 
Tlfing according to its Naturt, The exquifite Form 
and Symmetry of a Be^, a Spidery or a Pi/mhe, 
with the immitable ArcKkedare of the two former, ^ 
and the admirable Providence of the latter, may, for 
aught we know, afford him as mnch Delight as the 
moft ceiebiacad Aeajicyy Strength, Science^ and Pe'r- 
^vmances of Men. For his Power and 'Wifdom are 
equally manifeft in all Things. Every Creature i<t 
perfeA in its Kind, only a m;icJitd Man is a BUt in the 
Unimtrfi. 

Would'ft thoa know what the Weftern NaKdreius 
zit mod ba£y about, at this Time ^ ' I'is the EkBian 
of a now F^^. He is to be ichofen by the Cc^ege vf! ^ 
Qardi^udiy wko are Princes of the Rtwutn C^fireh.'lhty: 
are aU ftuit up in a Place which they call the C««- 
clav€. This is a certain Galkry in the F^alac* oFtbe ' 
Vatican .at where every Cardinal his C^i/» 

or Apartment by himfelf, having only two Servants 
to attend him. T}ie ConcJan/e is furrounded by the 
Roman Mi/itia, to prevent all JntercouH'e by Letters < 
or other Wafs, between thofe without, and thoie with- 
in. The very Difhes which ate ferv'd up at the 
Tables of the Cardinals are narrowly jcarched, left 
any Letters fhould be convey 'd in them. The laft • 
Poils from Rome aiHiire us, that there were no lefs 
than 66 Cardinals thus (hut up, when they left that 
City. And there they muft remain Night and Day; 
without taking the frcfh. Air, or feeing any fiod}£» 
'till they have agreed in their Ble^fum. l^V^e are 
two PhyficianSy a Surgeon y and an Apothecary, ftiut 
«p with 'em to ferve 'em in Cafe of Sicknefe. 

One of the Concla*ve is the Cardinal de Retr^ 
who efcaped cut of his Prifon in this Kingdom, and 
fled to Rome for ProteSliim. From whence he fent 
^ tetter to the Arcbhijbwps, and other Prelates of 
D 5 Frances 
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France^ which, being pronounced a Seditious IJhel 
againft the Kine and the Government, was, in the 
End of the lail Moon, burnt publickly by the King*s 
Order, and all Conies of it prohibited. 

The King has auo fent private Inftrfidtions to the 
CardinaU of his Party at Rome, to keep a ftrift. 
Watch on the Condail of de Retx, and to oppofe 
him in all Things. 

Here is nothing but Caballing and Intrigue amonp; 
thefe Lifidels : They are good at a Straugem, and 
know better how to undermine one another, than t» 
lace their Enemies in the open Field : Which is a 
Charafier morefuitableto Women than Men. Where- 
as thou knoweft, eur Heroes in the Eaft know no 
other Way to Honour^ Vi^ory, and Empire, than 
by downright Bravery and Refolution,. fubduing alt 
Things by the Force of their Arms. But God» when 
he divided the Nations of the Earth, and feparated 
the Sons of Noah^ aifignM to every one a different 
donJieJlationySLCCOrding to whofe Influence ihit Genius 
of each People is difpofed. They all obey the Di- 
J^ates of their fiarticular S/ari, and. the Orders of 
Eternal Defiinjf, 

Therefore, fage Minifter, fince Mars is the PA»- 
nH of the Sons o( Ifmael, and the Afcendimt of the 
Ottoman Empire^ there is no need that we fhould^ 
turn Apoftates from the Star of our better Fortune,. 
to court the Glances of Mercury, who is only the 
Guafdian of Knaves and Cheats • 

Paris, 2Sth of the 2d Moon^ 
of the Tear 1655^ 
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liE T T E ll i; 

3i? Gara Hali, . Phyfician U the Grand 5 
Seigniorr# 

FOrmcpIy; I could have wnt t6 thee with as - 
muck ' Freedom as I could to Egri Boinou, * 
(on whom fvft the F avoui^of God;) or as I 
can now to Gm Oghui^ to my Brother'' 
Piftili Haiti or to any of my famiikr Friends. But - 
when I coniider the eminent Station thou pofleAeft, - 
in that the Health - and LKe the Migbty^ Emperor ' . 
is«now commited to thy Skill and Care/ I am many ' 
times at a Stand how t» adckeis ntyfelf. Methinks - 
thou art tindured' with the Majefiy of that Ferfin- - 
agt^^ whofe Hand thou fo often haft the Honour ta 
touch, when required to difcover by the Beating of 
h»8 Pulfijt the interior Maladies which affii^l his 
Royal SouL Yet I know thou ftill recaineff thy Hu- 
D 6 ' manity^ 
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inanity, and will not defpife thofe wliom thou haft 
once 

Suffer me then to converfe with a fhitofophickr 
Freedom, that is, in an Addreis void of Formalities 
and Referves. 

I know it is of no Import, whether Mahmut be 
fick or well^ provided the Grand Seignior be ferv'd. 
What fignify the laiigaiibing Pains or more acute- 
Agonies of a Slave, io long as he is able to carry 
on his Majfir*^ Intereft 7 We are not born for our 
iirlves only, but by the very Condition of omt Nature^ 
are obliged to confecrate our Lives to the Service^ 
of others, 'Tis a reciprocal Debt^ from which na 
Mortal is free. 'Every Mkn 6^es foilieihiiig to "hi> 
Kelations, more to his Friendsy^butmoflofaU to the^ 
Publick. 

Therefore I make no Complaints of my Lot, nor 
murmur at the Will of Defliny- I accufe not the Starf^ 
of my Natiuif^f nor Ux them with unkindly AjfeBt r 
But am contented with my Fortune, be it good or 
bad, and refignM to the Plcafure of Heaven, 

As Nature has fram'd my Body in£rm and weak^ 
fubje<5l Co a Thoufand Malatdxes ; fo is my M'ind alfa 
harrafsM with Diilempers which have no Number. 
But above all, I labour under a Kind of intelleSbial 
Fever, a perpetual Thirft of Knowledge, whidi all 
the Books and Converfe in the World cannot (atisfy. 
There is no End of my Doubts and Scruples. Every 
Thing appears to me as ambiguous as the Anfijoers of 
the Uelpbick Orach : Nay, I am a pcrfea; Riddle 
lo myfclf. 

Tell me, dearHk^,. how I fhouhf cure tlvis 2>ne»/^ 
of the Mind, and I will not trouble thee with the 
inconfiderabie Difeafes of my Body, I have a high 
Opinion of you Fhyficians And (hall pot more 
Confidence in thy Advice, than in •he Sefta of the 
Mufti, Conceal not thy Art irom Mabmut, wha 
admires thee wich a RcfpcA e^ual to that which he 
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yays to the Memoirs of J^viun, Ar RaKUy Hdaly 
aad the reft of tbofe excellent Phyficiansy mentioned 
in our Jruhian Hifiories. 

And BOW chefe Ornaments of our Nati<kn are come 
into my Mind, permit them to divert me from laying, 
or thinking any more of n^yfelf at prefent : For it 
will be better to torn the Difcourfe to fuch illuHriood 
Tbemesw Ac viQt&r i( will be but an inooaent Di^ 
grefiion. 

In peruftng the Lines of thoie famous Men, I meet 
with fomePaiutges which are very delightful. Perhaps 
thou haft feen the fame. Yet ^twill do thee no hurt^. 
to call them ii|^in to thy Reqienvbrance. 

I have readm a certain Mnnufcript^ pen'd by Ihra- 
him the Son of Helah^ a renowned Fbifician at Bag- 
daty this Memoir of his Father. * On> a certain Day, 

* fays he, that my Father had adminillered Phy- 

* iiclc to the Emperor ^uzan, for which he was pr^- 

* fented with a Royal Fefl, rewarded with Fiv,e 

* Thoufand Fktfires^ and by the Emperor's Com^ 

* mand was carried throagh the Streets in Sute j I 

* obfervM that he was penfive amidft all thofe Ha- 
' DOurs, and troubled in Mind, when I thought he 

* had greateft Realpn to rejoice. Therefore I feid 

* to him, Mv Father, ho^v came it to pafs, that yoa 
are" thus dejeded at a .tinac when all the World ex- 

^ pedis to fee you diffolv'd in pleafiir« ^- atlfwr^^ 
^ Son, he that has beftovv'd thcfe Honours on me is a 
^* Fool, anddoes things f>refK>il€rou% without Rea- 
" fo«, and therefore I caonot rejoice at thefe untimdy^ 
" Favours he has (hewed me, beingfenfible i^ey are 

sot tlhe£i&ds of his Jttdg men t,but of his Ignorance. 

I gave him a Cathariick Potion which worked fo 

ihwgly with him,, that it excoriated his Bowels and 
^ brought foith Blood. So that I was forcM to ufe a 
** diflfercnt Method, both to remove his Diftemper,aiid 
** ftop ^he violent Flux. In the mean while, he igno- 

saot^ bdieyiflg* that theivoidingof fomuiph Blood, 

** pro- 
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procur*d him the preTent Eafe and Health he fceb^ 
therefore ordered thefe Honours to bedone me which 
thou feeft. Now that which faddens me is my Fear, - 
left fome Time or other he may thro* his Ignorance 
commit as great an Error on the contrary Side, and 
*' fufped that I have done himan Injury, when thefe 
is no Ground for it, and fo put me to Death.** 
Tell me, my Friend, had not this Fhyfician Rea- 
fon for his Behaviour and Words ? He was ^ Man of 
great Abilities, accompliih'd with diyers Scienas, 
and in high Efteem with the Princes and NobUs -of 
Arabia. 

It were worth thy Paiiis to perufe frequendy- 
tfae Life of Avicen^ written by himfelf, wherein 
thou wilt behold the Methods he os^ to acquire^a ^ 
profound Skill in the Sciences : How he was at firft 
puzzled in the Metapbjifich^ and was almoll driven 
to Defpair, till a Dream unfolded to him whatfo- 
ever was difficult When he was at a Lofsin any 
Diiquifition, he us*d to frequent the Mo/ques^ and • 
pour forth devout and fervent Oraijom to the Source 
of JhulUaual Lights till the Thing.was manifefted 
to him. He fate up late at Nights, havings a Lamp 
perpetually burning in his Chamber, . applying him- 
felf attentively Bboks and Contemplation. This 
was his Conrfe, tHl he was confummate in all the 
Liberal Sciemes, which was in the eighteenth Year of 
his Age. 

But of all the Fhyfidms whofe Nanns adorn our 
Hiftofyy none feems comparable t»TbeAet Eb*n Mta^ 
bim^ for his Skill ^nexadUy indicating the Cftnfes of 
a DiBemper by thedifierent Mi^M of the Fulfe. 
JbulFbaraii his Gontemporaty and Friend, writes 
thus of him ; ' Oft a certain Day, fays he, when I Was 

* 'wiHtkTbabet Eb*/! Jbrahim of Horraim, in theHoofe 

* of Jbu Mohammed the Visdr^ Abu Adalta Bbk^l 
*■ Hef at the Foet being there alfo, reached forth his 

* Hand to nabn^ defiring him to fed his fulfe. 

* To 
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B ' T<r whom the Phyfician forthwith replied, " Thou 

fii! haft us'd agrofsDiet.and been intemperate in eating^ 

fsi ^ four Milk with Veal." The other anfwering, that it 

«! • ueas true^ and all the Company admiring % Abu^t 
f ' ' *' Abbas the Afir^loger alfo reachM forth his Hand. 

i But whenT^tfjf/ ha^ felt his Pdfe, <*Thou,y2MV he,. 
' hsUlcommittedanExcefsintaldngtoomuchofcold 
li , Things ; for; as I judge, thou haft eat^bout eleven 

ii Pomegranates." Immediateljr^»7^i^j cried out 
t **' This is a Prophet certainly, and more than a Phy- 
ji " fician, for he fpeaks the Truth to a Tittle Every 

^ Body was aftonHh^d'at his wondrous Knowledge, 
i * and I more than all the reft. Wherefore when I had 
r ' him alone, I faid, "My dear llaiit. The Study 
( **^{ Phyftck is common to us both ; therefore hide 
( " nothing from me, but difcover freely by what Art 
( ** yott were able to tell, that the Poet eat four Milk 
I " with Yeai; and not as with Beef or Mutton ; and 
, . that the Aftrologer eat no more nor lefs than eleven 

"Pomegranates. H(f«»/^Wi^ MyMiind'fuggefted' 
this to me, and prompted my Tongue to utter it. 
< Then I defired him to ihew me the Scheme of his 
Nati'vity : which he did at his own Houfe. And 
* confidering it attentively, I obferv'd, That the Pla- 
*^ net 'Jupiter was Lord of the Horo/cofe, Then I faid' 
^ to him, 'Tis this fpeaks,. my dear Friend, not 
** you fo often as you makc^thelc fortunate Conje- 
aures. Thus far Abul Pbarai, 
Go D»know» whether the Stan have any fuch/^i»- 
enti on Men in their Birth, or no. I am not very 
credulous in this Pbint. Nor can the Authority of 
the AneientSy or the Character of the Perfian and 
Chaldinn Mo^i captivate my Mind in an implicit 
Faith of Things fo liable to Doubt. Who knows 
what the ^/^r/ are made of, or for what Enda they ^ 
arc created ? Yet I'muft own, that fome Men (eem 
to be bom with inherent Faculties, which others 
can never acquire with, all th& Art and Induftry in 

the 
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the World. One Man is of a foetkk Con&ltudan ;i 
Another is genially iiidixCd to Fhyfick ; A Third ex- 
cels vciMechanicki : Every Man has his peculiar Gift. 



thing to do in the Matjter. However, if there be 
any Truth in JJIro/ogy, the Perfiafts, Cald^afif,- 
Jrahians and Indians^ feem to be t^e only Men of 
all Nations, conftellated to underftan<i thU Scie/tce 
perfe(5lly. One knows not what to t^iink, amidft 
fo many Appearances of Trujth and Fa^UKXKi. Nor 
can our Thoughts be of any great Import, be it how 
it will in thefe ffeculative Matters. At the Day of 
yudgmenty we ihail not be alk'd, what Pr<i6cicncf 
we have made va Lttgicky Metaphyjichj Aftrommy^ 
©r any other ScUnce ; but, whethc^P we havp Umed 
according to our Nature ^ as Men endued with Mo* 
rality and Ria/on. In tj^at^howr it will ^rje- avail 
us, that We have thrown a Handful' of Fl/^wer 
Charity toa Ncft of contemptible Pifmires^^ than .that 
we could mufter all the Hofls of Hiaven^ ajod caU 
every Star by its proper Name. For tlvf n the Cw- 
fellations themfelves lhall difappear ; the Sun 2J[id' 
Moon (hall give no more Light, and all the Frame o( 
Nature fhall vanifli : But our good and bad Work* 
lhall remain for ever, recorded in the Arc/jives of 
Eternity. 

If from this manner of writing thou flialt coit- 
je^lure I am melancholy, and wut alfo reveal the 
Cau/es and Remedy of this Difiemfer, thou ihalc 
be more to me than a Thoufand J*vicens, Helali^ 
fhabets^ or all the Phyficians and Afitobgen of the 
Eaft, For thefe Kind of Thoughts are laoumful as 
the Shadow of Death. 

Paris, z^dofthe j^th Mwn^ 
of the Tear 1655. 



And 




haps, all this while, the Stars have no- 
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I LETTER IL 

To Afis, Baffa. 

I Know not whether thou wilt praife or concfemtt 
the Sentence^ which the Ele^or of SaxoJiy pro- 
nounced not long ago on a jjoor Fellow for kifling a 
X>^^/-. Yet, becaule there is fomcthirg very fingula? 
in it, I will relate the whole Pafiage, as I received it 
from Nathan Bfin Saddi, the Je^w at Vitnna. 

In the Moon of Uouval, a. certain Citizen of 
Wirtemberg was accafed before the Eleilor^ for 
honting in his Foreft, and killing one of his Deer. 
The Duke^ in a Rage, commanded him to be fct 
upon a Stag^ his Hands chainM to the Horns, and 
his Feet under the Belly .of the Beaft ; ordering that 
the St^ with this Burthen ihould be let loofe to 
run whither h* would. The poor frightened Stag 
sot bfeing accuftom\l to fuch.a Loa<f; mid tsrri£^ 
with the Rattling of the Chains, ran away fall fpeedf 
over Hills and I&les, through Thickets of Briars and 
Thorns, never flopping 'till he had meafurM abo\ie 
three and thirty German Leagues ; and then tirM 
with fo vaft a Race, he fell &vm. At whi^K ifi^ 
^ liant, a Caravan was coming by that Place out of 
Siiefia, 

The poor Wretch on the Back of the Stag, almoft 
dead with the Pains he had undergone, in fo conti* 
]iu*d and violent a motion^ being ^fo forely bruis'd,. 
and his Flefli torn and mangloi by the Boughs of 
Trees, as the Stag rufhed through thick Wogds, 
cry'd aloud to the Caravan, begging that fome of 
them 'would in Mercy difpatch him out of his Tor- 
ments. But they, either for fear of the Dtde*a Dif* 
pleafure, or for other Rcafbns, refused him this Kind- 
nefs. So that after the Stag had refled a while, and 
recovered new Spirits^ he began a freih Career ;. 
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and never ceasM ninmng till he arrived at a certain 
Monaftery or Consent of Religious^ where he beat 
againft the Gate with his Horns^ till feme of the 
Der*vifes fygcvL^L it, and let him^n. They, aftonifii^ 
ed. to fee a Man thus pinioned to a Stag^ his face, 
Arms, Legs,, and aU his Body covered with Blood, 
and hiinfeTf ready to expire, immediately brought 
him Cardials and other Refrefhments, whilft fome 
were employed in loofing his Chains. * But being in- 
formed by his own Mouth how he came into this 
Coi^plition, they began to think of turning himloofe 
again, for fear of the Duke*^ Anger. However, fuP' 
fering themfelves to be overcome by the Importunity 
of the miferable Man, and relying on their Ecclefi- 
mftick Privileges, (for here in the weftWtt Coffventr 
are generally allowed SanSutfnks f&t ali'Sorts of Of- 
fenders) they took hiia into their Prote^Hon : But he 
^expirM that Night* 

It is hard to determine whether the Duke^ or theft 
Devifis were in the Right or Wrong : The French, 
who of late have by a Fafhion learnM tagrow ob- 
durate, jodify the Proceedings of this Prtua ; fajf- 
ing, that Pity is a Paffionfit only for Women, ChiK 
dren and Fools. They efteem it a Mark of a great 
Spirit, a Mind capable of £/9v>fW, not to be moved' 
With the Sighs or Tears of the Miferable; but to 
frowB or laugh at Misfortunes of others. This, 
they fay, is the only Method to harden Men for 
War, Conqueft and Plunder ; where the Vi£tors are 
to cut their Way^o Honour and Riches through the 
Hearts of the Vanquifhed, to quenckthe ardent Thirit 
of Giorv with human Blood, and to celebrate their 
Triumphs only in the midft of horrid Mailacres and 
Funerals. 

*Tis true, thefe Principles and Adions are allow- 
able in Men of the Sword^ when they light the Bat" 
tles of their King and Country in Heat of Blopd. Bat 
Clemency and. Compaffion are Virtues becoming 

the 
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the greateft Prince, or moft yaliant Generah whea 
their Enemies arc reduced by the Fortone of War 
to kifs the Duft of their Pect, and beg for Mercy : 
Or, when in Time of Peace, their (Svi^V^^i faJl into a 
Crime which may admit Indulgence. Certainly thefe 
IVeftem Infijeh have wrong Notions of Humanity^ 
in alferting. That Cruelty is either a Sign of a no^ 
ble Nature, or a Step to true Happinefs : Since the 
xnoH hard-hearted Tyrant, one Time or other, wiii 
have need of Compalfion himfelf : efpecially in Sick- 
nefs and the Agonies of Death, which perhaps prove 
more tormenting to him, than to the Merciful and 
Generous. It is recorded of ^/ Hejai Ei^n Hefie^m 
a famous AraHan Captain, that when in a Malignant 
Fever he cali'd for Water to drink, and it was 'de« 
ny*d him by the Pbyficians, who had Care of his 
Health : '* It is enough, faid he, Rueno^d^aulaoactiAy 
-Lieutenant, to whom I forgave three Treafons, and 
who died a natural Death, has refre(h*d me at this 
" Minute with a Liquor unknown : Sure 'tis the 
Wine of Paradife." And from that Moment he be- 

fin to recover his He^h> after which he lived many 
ears, often rehearfing this Paflage among his fkmi- 
Car FriendsL to his lafl Day. 

But the htfideh are eitiier ignorant of thefe Exam- 
ples, or if they know *em. Pride will not ftiffier 'em 
•to learn Morality and Jiiiftice. They are dtdined; 
tl)e greateft Part, to be incredulous to the Day of 
yuigment. How many Prophets has God fent into 
all Nations^ to teach them the right Way, and not the 
Way of fttch with whom he is difpleafed f yet they 
will not be converted ; They look on the Afofiln 
and Mejjfengers of the Etematy . with the Eyes of 
Siuine ; they grunt under the Burthen of their Sen-» 
fuality, and like thofe filthy Animals return to their 
Mire again. Yet that fuperlatively Merciful 'wmki 
St their Frailties, and vifits them with his Graces eve* 
ry Morning. Bat they put their Fingers in their 
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EarSiL and turn away in .DilHain, as from a Beggar. 
They rejcd the King of all Things, as a Fugitive and 
Vagabond on Earth. 

From that deledlable Effence^ the Odoqr of whofc 
Sweetnefs is diffiifed through tha. Elements^ and re- 
frefties the Minds ^ the True Jaithful, let us by 
continual Devotion and Virtue attraft divine Tinc- 
tures, 'till our Hearts be all transformed into Incenflt, 
^nd in this aromatick Pile, our $ouI$ expire like the: 
^bcenix^ to revive again in the Joys of Paradife^ iir 
Aiiu>uFS which know no End. 
Paris, %th of the t^th Maon^ 

of the Tear 1695:. 



LETTER III, 
Nathan Ben Saddi, ^ Jew Vienna. 



I Wonder at.notfaing : much lefs at the extrava- 
gant Caprices of Tyrants, Methinks there ap^. 
pears no Novelty in modem Tranfadions ; They 
are but a Repetition of ancient Praftices, under new- 
Forms. Of all the Events of this Age, not one has 



Yet I mvll con fefs,. there is Something, very fingu* 
lar in the Punifhment thfi t>uie of Saxonjf inflicted, 
aa thy Letter telh me, oa a poor Deer-ftealer., 
And, if it be juft to put a Man to Death on fuch 
an Account, as the Indians, hold, the Duke feems 
very ingenious and accurate,, in the Choice he luade 
o( a.n Ek:ecutioner» 

The ancient Romans had a Larj; which they call'd- 
Lex Talionis j which in all Criminal Cafes appointed- 
the Puniihment to be in fome Circumilances ade- 
quate to the Fault. And thou know'll, Mofes your 
LanAj-gi^er left much the fame Statutes : requiring,, 
the. Lofs of the Eye of him^ who had put another 
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Man's out ; a Tooth fot A Too^h, an Ami for an- 
Arm, and fo proportionahly- ©f other Injuries. But 
this Prince feem? to have mkde a Supplement, wliei« 
thefe Laivs appeared fhort ; and has (hewM a moft 
exquifite Nicencfs of Revenge in the Deftiny of the 
unfortunate Huntfman, to caufe a Stag to be, in fo 
.peculiar a manner, t)ic Inilrument of his Death , who 
had villainoufly mufdcr'd one of the fame Specks : 
jiovhtMs it was a princely Freak of Juftice : And 
liad It been done purely to avenge the Blood of the 
flaughterM Beail, and not in Vindication of his own 
Right, I could not forbear to pronounce it a Fro- 
lick worthy of a Herv. But he himielf is ^qaendy 
guilty of the fame Kind of Murther, as are moft of 
th^'Grrat Mtn irr Europe; whofe Tables arc no other 
than the Jltars of Gluttony^ fmoaking with Flefli 
and Bipod, whilfl Hecatombs of Animals are there 
facriiiced to voracious Appetites, the Idtls of theie 
Weflern People. 

Methinks therefore, it had been more generous, 
^ and becoming a Prince, to pardon the poor fellow a 
Theft, which perhaps was the only Method he had 
to preferve btmfelf and his Family from ftarving : 
And, for aught I know, he had as 'much- Rights ac- 
cording to the tanxj of Kature, to kill a Stag, as the 
Owner has. But there is no Talk to be made of 
Right or Wrong, where Power over-rules all. 

India is at prefent the only publick Theatre of 
Juftice toward all living Creatures. There it is a 
capital Crime to Aed the Blood of any Animal, and 
punifh'd with Death no lefs than the Murther of a 
Man. The Princes and Nobles indeed indole Deer, ^ 
and other innocent Creatures in Parks, «ot with a 
Deiign to prey upon them at their Pkafure, but to 
defend them from the Violence of others ; whilft 
thofe happy Animals range and feed where they 
pleafe within thoie Pales, free from Peril, and ne- 
arer fcarmg any other Death, (axe what they pay to 

Nature f 
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Naiurlff when they iiave fpcin out the accuftomed 
Term of their Life. They alfo build Hofpitakfor a 
like Purpofe ; and are at a great Charge every Year 
Co redeem a certain Number of Oxen and Cows from 
Slaughter; For they efteem it a barbarous and Inhu- 
man Cruelty to murder thofe Creatures which are the 
Nurfes of our Life. 

The Law of Mofis, if I miftake not, obliges all of 
thy Nation to certain fpeci£c Tendernefies. towards the . 
dumb Animals. And £^ the Prophet^ a Klan of 
no obfcure fixtradt, but of a noted Race among the He* 
brewiy fays, " He that killeth an Ox, is as if he flew 
*' a Man ; and he that facrificeth a Lamb, as if he 
" beheaded a Dog." And in another Place, the fame 
Prophet feys, in the Pcarlbn of God, ^* To what Pur- 

pofeis the Multitude of your Sacrifices to me ? I am 

* ^ ofiended widi theSmoke of your6umt-ofierings,an4 

naufeated with the Smell of broiPd Fat. I take no 

* < Delightin the Blood of Bulls, Lambs or Goats^Who 

hath required thofe things at your Hands ? Bring no 
more vain Oblations^ which my Soul hateth. 
By thefe Expreffions, one would think the Pr#» 
phefhtitii^ in God, denying that ever he command- 
ed any uich Sacrifice or medding of Blood, and 
protefting againft it as an Abomination. Where 
then is the Reputation of thofe Writings which go 
under the Name of Mofes f For in them theie 
bloody Vidlims are exprefly enjoyn'd ; God cannot be 
contradi^ry to himfelf. Doubtlefs, a great Part 
of the true Law which God gave to Mofit was loi^, 
in the foriner Captivities of your Nation, when your 
Ciiies and Provinces were quite difpeopled, your Fa- 
thers led away by the Vi^orious Monarebs of the 
and your choiceft Memoirs aboliihed. So that 
what remains now, is only a Colle^ion of Fragments 
patchM up by E/dras, and other induilriotis Scrihei, 
CO wbich they gave the fpecious Title of the La*m of 
Af^j« that fo they might ^en the wavering Pe^- 



Digitized by GooQle 



ycl V. Sp * at Paris. 71 

pie in Obedience Co ibmethiiig, though of their own 
devUiog. 

Nathan f I do not go atxwt to feduce thee ; examine 
ail Things. Believe me neither nor thy own Rabin* 
J>at truft only thy Reafon which will iiand by thee at 
the Day of Judgmtnu when all Things elfe Aall fail. 

Pans, %thofthe^th Moon, 
rftho Year 1655. 



LETTER IV. 
in? Dgebc Nafir, Bafla. 

THeie Naxannes^ like the Followers of the Pro* 
fhet^ are divided into innum«-able SeBs \ and 
fo 'tis in all Religions ; Men cannot think alike ; Na • 
iure itfelf delights in Variety. God has diverfify*d 
the Faculties of our Souls, as he has the Conftitutions 
OJXt Bodies. The ZeaUt h {vib}C&, to Cboler, the 
Bigot to Melancholy, the Libertine is of a fanguine 
Complexion ; and as for th% reft, they are but fo 
many walking, fpeakinff Lumps of Pbelgm. This Is 
the phyjical Diviuon of mortals ; under which are 
comprehended the various tempers which refult 
from the different Mixture of thefe four Radital 
Principles, And for this we muft thank GaJen and 
Hippocrates, 

But if we confult the Afirologers, they will af- 
fign as many di^rent Humours and Complexions as 
ihere be Stars in the Heaven ^ at lea ft, as there be 
dmfieUations. They'll tell yeK>f the Bull and the 
Bear, and God knows what heavenly Stories. The 
Dragon ihall fprt Venom on one Man's Nativity, 
4)ut of his Mouth ; and give . another a poifonous 
Xick with his Tail if we believe all they fay^ there is 

not 
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vDot an Herb in the Field but has its particuUr $tar^ 
whofc Influence it to grow and profper ; though 
Mojes tells us, that the appear*d on .the 
Enrth, even before the ^tori themfelves had their Ex- 
iHence in the Htaven. 

But, whether there be any Truth in Aftrology^ or 
no, this is certain,' that Men differ in their Senti- 
ments of Religion, as they do in their Faces.- The 
Fhyfiognomyoi Faith is infinitely various. One Man 
believes in Mofes^ another in Jefus the Son of Mary^ 
a third in Matwnef our. Holy Law giver. Then th efe 
are fubd ivied into innumerable Parties. The yeivi 
have feventy eoiinem Religious FaSions, There 
are numbered feventy and one SeSs of Chrijiians, 
and feventy two of Muffulm^ms, Thefe are all at 
odds about Words and exterior Ceremonies ; fo zea- 
.loos £c>T' Charity and Peace, that they are. in perpetual 
Wars for its fake, murthering oneanother in the Love 
of Love : And fuch ilout Champions for the Trutb^ 
that they fcruple not to tell ten thoafand Lies in its 
Defence. 

The DiiTeiences between the Greek and Armeuiam 

. Nazarenes, the Neftoriam and Jacobites^ with other 
SeSs of the Eajl^ ar^not unknown to the Mimfitrt 
of the Porte, But perhaps thou art a Stranger to the 
new Schi/ms of the ITeft. 
The mod eminent Divijlon of ChriftenJinn at this 

/Time, is into CatbolickssakdiProteftants. The former 
obey the Roman Mufti^ and boail of an uninterrupt- 
ed Series of Calif &s from Peter the Ficar of the Meffi- 
.tfj, down to the prefent Pope^ The latter are i the 
Followers of Luther SLfid Calvin, Men who. pretend- 
ed to certain new Lights, and claimed a Right 
to reform the Errors of their Fathers, in Matters 
of Faith and Worihip. God beft knows who's in 
the Right or Wrong 6f thefe two Parties ; But they 
have dways been at Daggers- drawing in defence 
of their feveral lenm. ; prQfeCtttiog and..maf- 

facring 
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iacring one another for Confiience fake. Both fides 
appeal to the Written Law, to AfoftoUcal Traditions ^ 
to the Teftimony of the Ancients, the Decrees of 
Councils , and the PradUce of thofe whom they call the 
Primiti<ue Church, Yet neither Part will allow the 
other a fufficient Judgment to interpret thofe MemoJrj 
of Antiquity, nor an authentlck Power to decide Con- 
troverfies of this Nature. Thus their Difputes ace 
like to laft till the fatal Dof of Deciiion, when all 
human Quarrels (haJlbe determinM before the Grand 
Tribunal, 

In the mean Time, they take all Advantages to 
execute their fpight and Malice on each other, un- 
der the Notion of Juftice and Piety. We are daily 
alarmM here with tragical Relations of horrid Mur- 
thcrs and Butcheries committed on the Proteftants of 
Piedmont^ and .other Parts under the Duke of Ba'va^, 
Whilft fome fay, that all thefe Reports are falfe, ^ 
and the fufierines of thofe People are, according 
to Law, the due Punilhment of their rebellious 
Anions. 

It is not in my Power to adjuft their Differen- 
ces ; nor is it material to a Muffulmatiy which of 
them has the Law on their Side. Yet if I were 
inclined to take any Part, it fhould be that of the 
Oppreffed. Cruelty I abhor ; and our holy Pro- 
jphet has forbid Force to be us'd in Matters of Re- 
ligion, fince the Confcience is refponfibie^o none but 
God. 

May that God, from whofe Unity have fprung 
all the difierent EfTences in the World, and all the 
-Variety in Nature, give us Grace to love the whole 
Creation, and not to fhed Blood, ^nlefs in the f^md 
Combat. 

Paris, \^hofthe6ih Moon^ 
tftbiYear\6^i. 

E LET- 
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LETTER V. 

William Vorpel, a Reclufe (f 
Auftria. 

SHad concluded thee dead, till thy Letter certi- 
fyM me CO the contrary. So long a Silence 
ween Friends, would put any Man upon the fame 
Thoughts. Ten Years have flipt away between my 
laft to thee, and thy Anfwer. I hope thou doft not 
xneafure Time after the Rate of the Seven Sleep- 
en. Perhaps thou haft been enjoined a ten Years 
Silence and Abftinence from all manner of Conver- 
fation, by the Superior of thy Convent, Such Seve- 
rities are not uncommon in Religious Societies, where 
the main Bufinefs is to acquire Per/e^ion, The 
Armenian Monafteries are much more rigid, where, 
but for one extravagant Word, I have known a 
JMan^s Tongue lockM up for the Space of two and 
twenty Years, under Pain of Excommunication ; and 
then re!cas*d, only for the fake of a ihoft fignificant 
Jeft put upon the Patriarch in mute Signs, wit will 
Had a Way to vent itfelf, though it be at the Fiaser^s 
Ends. And for aught I know, thou haft obRg'd 
the Ahhot to take off thy Cenfure by the like Method. 
There was abundance of Satyr in the Subfanna- 
tion of the ancient Romans ; and no lefs Rbetorick in 
the Shrug and Grimace of the modem Italians. . Thfc 
Mimicks of Scaramoucbi are a perfedt Lampoon ; and 
Harlequin is Burlefque all over. 

Thou know'ft I always entertain thee with one 
frivolous Difcourfe or other to divert thy Me- 
lancholy ; and thy own Letters ^ive me Encou- 
ragement. They feem to be Writ in a plodant 
Humour. But, tell me, have I giftei8\d right at 
the Caufe of fo tedious a Refervednefs, or no ? 
Haft thou been forced all this while to fpeak with 
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ihy Hand, Feet, Nofe, a^id tlie emphatic'Motions of 
thy Head and Eyes ? If it were fo, I fency thou 
wert excellent Company among thy grave phlegma- 
tick Brethren, and in a fair Way to underftand the 
Language of the Beafts^ who by curvetting, creep- 
ing, leaping, frifking their Tails, and other Pof- 
tures, exprefs their various Paflions, Defires, and 
Neceflities, as intelh'gibly to thofe who are usM to 
them, as we can do by the moil elegant Addrefles in 
Words. 

But to be ferious : If for the fake of Fertue this 
Penance be impofed on thee by him who prefides over 
thy Conventy or thou hafl voluntarily undertaken 
fo difficult a Part of Self-denial on the Score of 
Pbilofoph or Religion, thou haft approved thyfelf 
wife ana brave in not flinching. A Coward in re- 
ligious Matters is as defpicame as in the Engage- 
ments of the World. *Tis honourable to face Temp- 
tations, and come off with Vidory. 

As for what thou defireft to know, concerning 
the Sepulchre of King Qhilderic^ it is efteem'd a Piece 
of great Antiquity, in regard he was the fourth Mo- 
narch of France, He^reignM over the Gauls or Franks 
in the Year 458, Severus being Emperor of Rome, 
Severimts and Degalaiphus, Confuls.. Yet in little 
more than three Years he was depos'd and banilh'd 
by fiis Subjefls, vvhilft jEgidius, a Roman, was 
crownM in his ftead, Neither did this Man pleafe 
the People fo well, but that after fome Experience, 
ctf his Opprcffion, Avarice and other' Vices, they 
cXjpeird him alfo, arid recall'd their lawful Sove- 
reign . For JBgidius had vex'd them with unreafona- ^ 
ble Taxes, fleecing them pf many Millions, which 
he privately fent out of the Kingdom, difpo*, 
fing of this vaft Treafure dX^.Ramef and aijA9ng 
his Friends in other Parts, as a Support agairiil fii- 
tiire,C6ntingencies ; for he look'd for fome Back-, 
liloWs ttFate. . CMderic therefore being reftor*d to 
E 2 hh 
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LETTER VI. 

^0 the moji Illujlriour and Invincible 
Vizir Azem, at tpe Porte. 

BY the Sound which the San makes at hi$ ^ 
ing down, I fwear I was not miAaken in the 
Jiiea I had of thy Generofitv. And the Dii'patch 
with which thou haft hononrd the SIai;i MabmuU 
confirms me in a perfed Security of thy Favour ana 
Protedion. 

1 (hall, with exquifite Diligence, obey thy Orders : 
But it cannot be attempted without vaft Sums of 
Money. And if I may be thought worthy to give. 
Advice to my Superiors, the moft eiFedual Way to 



cipal Min'tfisxs to this Court-, with alpendid Emhajj^ : 
Fi)r this young Kingexpe6b very honourable Ad« 
dre^es from all that ieeic his more intimate Fiieqd- 
ihip : Therefore a Chiaus would be flighted on fuch 
an Occafion, and mau all the Defign. I would 
counfel. That fome Body be fent who perfe6Uy 
underftands the Genius of the French ^ and the pactlr 
ciilar Aims of Girdmal Maxarini, 

Under the Protedion of fuch a One, I ihould be 
able, without hazard of a Difcovery, toad all that 
is neceflary to carry on this Oeiign with good Sue- 
ccfs. Here are Abundance of needy Comrtiers, oa 
whom Gold will have a powerful Influence. But 
neither I- in Perfon, nor any one whom I fliall de- 
pute, can make fuch Tenders, unlefs there were 
here fome known publick Amhajfadar from the 
Grand Seignior^ to countenance the Buflnefs. For 
otherwife it will prefently be whifper'd, that fome 
private Agent lurks here incognito. They will ftart 
a thoufand Chimera's of Jealoufyy and fo I may run 
the Hazard of a>mr^Imprifonment, when the C^r- 
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iinal fhall call to mind the Occafion of my firft. All 
that I can then fay of my being a Moldavian, wiM 
find no Credit ; and 'twill be no lefs than a Miracle, 
if they do not expofe me to a Scrutiny for the Mark 
of Circnmcifion ; which if it be found, all is betrayed 
and niin'd. 

I do not value the Punifhmeftts tkey will inflid on 
ae» nor the Lois of my Life : But I dread the more 
important Confequences of fnch a Difcovery ; the 
nnmaiking the "Secrets of the Grand Seignior to In- 
JideU. 

Thefe aie the chief Reafons I have to ofier in be- 
half of an honourable EmbaiTy. As to the Perfon 
whoQLthou ihak think fit to employ in fo elorious 
a Trufty I will not prefume to add any Thing to 
what I have fiiid alrc^y, that he be a Man of Ex- 
perience in the French A£Eurs, well versM in the 
Knowledge of Cbriftian Policy* the difierent Inte- 
refis of t& Courts of Europe^ and one that exadiy 
knows what Advantage to make of the new ?ope. 
For after long Debates, the Cardinals have at laft, 
eleded one, who has aflamM the Name of AUxan-^ 
derWlL 

It is hard to judge at his firil Acceffion to that 
Sovereign Chair^ what Inter^ this Prelate will em^* 
brace, whether that of France or Spain : Or whe- 
ther his Condu£i will be Neutral, deporting him^ 
felf with an equal Indifference to all the Nazarene 
Princes, whom he calb his Sons, endeavouring to 
compofe their Quarrels, and unite their Forces a- 

fainil the Muffulmans, I tell thee no Body can 
e yet aifured, what the Temper of the Roman Mufti 
may prove. For it is ufoal for |he afpiring C<7r<A'* 
nals to promife many Things in Hopes of the Pd- 
pacy which they nev^r perform, when they have 
once obtain'd the uncontroulable Command. DiJJimu^ 
lation is rank'd among the principal Virtues in the 
Court of Rome: And he that Knows not how to 
E 4 difguife 
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difguife his Affe^ions, is not thought worthy of any - 
important Truji, Adonai the Jenjo has loft his Liberty 
in that City tor being defe^ive in this courtly Ac- 
complifiiment. it feems, he and fome others of his 
Nation^ raird too pafiionately and openly at the Jdo-* 
Intry of the Romans, Yet I expeft daily to hear of 
his Relief ; for I underftand by a Letter from him, 
that he was exceptc<} out of theNumber of thofc whoie 
Condemnation is irrecoverable. 

I reproved him for his Immorality in refledling 
on the Efiahlijh'd Religion of the Country where he. 
leOdes. But this kind of Arrogance is the peculiar 
Vice of the Hebrews. They de5)ife all other People 
i^j the World : Whereas thou know'ft, the impar^ 
tial Gori refpedb not one Nation more than an- 
other ; for they arc all equally the Works of his 
ilandc. And for aught we know, he tolerates the 
Variety of Religions that are extant in the World, 
with the fame Indifference as he difpenfes his common 
Bleffinss tofttch an infinite Number of Men ofdi- 
verfe Faces. 

The Multiplicity in the Univerfe exalts the divine 
Unity, which is the Root of all. And if there be ten 
thouland Myriads of Worlds, they ail fprang from 
one Caufe, and there they end. For he is the Firft 
and Laft of every Thing. 

Paris, id of the nth Moon ^ 
c/ the Tear 10^^, 

UETTTER VII. 
ITo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew al Vienna. 

THE Egyptians have a Proverb^ That he who 
thinks and fpeaks of God only when he is me- 
lancholy, facrifices to the Planet Pharovis or Saturn ^ 

and 
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aitd not to the moft high and exalted King of a/l 
Things^ who is the Fountain of Joy to Men and Angels. 

I coanfel thee not to lift thyfelf in the Numbef 
of thofe who adore the Stars, by cherifhing fad 
Ickas of the ever indulgent and merciful Divinity t 
aor think thy felf the lefs liable to this Cenfure^ 
becaaie it proceeds from a Nation which was once 
at Enmity with the Sons ofjdcot, Defpife not thtf 
Wifdom of that People, from whom even Mo/es 
yoar Law-giver learn'd aJl his, and from whom all 
Nsitions borrowed Improvements of Learning, if 
they art not indebted to them for its firft Rudi- 
ments. 

By what I have faid, thou wilt perceive that t 
eonfttlt thy Happinefs, and would have thee chafe 
away vain Fears and fuperftitious Thought's, 'th<f 
mere Produdt of an ill-temper'd Spleen, which is 
the peculiar Malady of thy Nation. Let thy Heart 
be always chearful ; for God loves every Thing 
that he has made i The Univerfe overflows with hi^ 
Bounty. Be not too Religious, nor ftfSiil' the Fa- 
culties hd has given thee for thy Support, and not fot' 
thy Bane. 

I had rather hear from thee Matter of News, tbin* 
thefe difmal Scruples about thy Soul. If thorf art 
not willing to embrace the Muffulman Faiihf iff 
Name, continue to obferve the Law of Mojts, and . 
profecute thy Af&irs with AlaCrit}'. 

Thou haft been very flack f)f late in fending me 
Advices of what paiTes at Vienna^ and other ?a»u dc 
Qirmanf* Wc have flying Repbrts here of the De^h 
of Eleanor the Empnfs ; and that en the fame Day 
thereon (he died, Leopoldus Ignatius yoftfhusi thr 
Emfiror*i Son, was eleAed Kinz of the Romans. I 
know not how to write to the mimfters of the Porte^ 
til! thou hafl afcertainM me of thefe Things. Fop- 
God^s fake, be fpeedy in thy Dtfifatches^ and inform 
xHe what is done at the Diet oi Frankfort. Rohfe' 
E s up 
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Up thyfelf, and baniih fuperfluoiis Cares. . Rem^mr 
ber, tliat as there is bat One God, fo there is but 
One La^Wy but One Thing neceflary to Men, that is, 
To li've according to Rea/on. This is engraven in eve- 
jy Man's Heart, and there needs no Comment to ex« 
plain it. Thou art a fufficient Law-gi*ver, Rabbit 
DoSior^ and Interpreter to thyfelf. Lei not othera 



I will now acquaint thee with fomething of Cer- 
tainty. The Fr^»ci& have gain*dZizif^rf«>/, aftrong 
Town in Flanders. It was furrender'd to them on 
the 22d of this Moon ; and the next Day all the Gar- 
rifon jnarch'd out, confifting of 1500 Men, befides 
300 wounded. 

The King is gone upon this good News, to view 
and take care of nis new Conoueil. For this is not 
the only Town the Spaniards have loft : They talk 
of Maubeuge, Bo^inesy and Conde ; all which, ac- 
cording to frefh Report, are in the Hands of the 
French. This young Monarch is ftrangcly fortunate. 

If thou canft inform me pf fuch fuccefsful Cam- 
paigns among the People of the Norths fail not to 
^o It in Seafoii ; for we are not placed in thefe Sta- 
iions to whiftle to Sheep. 
Faris, ic^th of the jih Moon, 

of the Year 1655. 



LETTER XIII. 
Tl? Mu(bpha Lulu BeamtuUa^ a Man 

I Would willingly be admitted into Faradijf y a» 
well as other mujjulmans , Neither would 1 thinks 
fpeak, or do any Thing which might prejudi<;e my 
-Title, and baulk my Pretenfions to eternal Hapi- 
nefs. This Defire is natural to all Men ; and wlica. 
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I profefs it, thou ma)r*ft belkve me widiont tii Oath. 
Yet methinks, I would not go hoodwinked to Hewen^[ 
but would fain enjoy the Benefit of my Senfe and 
Reafouj, in my Advances to that Regiqn of Bisfs. 

I ^lieve the Alcoran is the Oracle of God v and *tls 
fo firmly imprinted in- my Memory that I could re- 
peat it 'verbatim from the beginning to the End, with- 
out miffing a Verfide, I give an entire Credence ta 
the Do^ine of the Refurredion ; being tfaturall/ 
defirous of Immortality : But I conoot entertain the 
grofs Conceit, which the greateft Part of Muffulmans 
have of the Refurr$aiofi ; that is, that our very Dujt 
ihall be rais'd again, and oi^anis'd intoa-Stf^. Th© 
Naxarenes are of the fame Opinion. But, methinks^ 
there's no need of ftretching and draining of Nature. 
Befides, this Opinion is inconfiftent with other funda* 
mental DoSrinesKX the Mujfulman Lanu, 

, We are all taught to believe, that the Souls of Jufi 
Men^ Saints aiid Martyrs ^ immediately on their De- 
parture from the Botfyy afcend to Paradi/e. If fo, theit 
they either live- there in an unbodied Eftate^ or they 
have new Bodies afi^n*d them by the lame Proinnct 
which gave them thek Old, Be it which Way it plea- 
fes God, it W\\\ appear a manifeft Botch in the Worh 
of the Omnipotent y and Indecorum in Nature, to make 
thefe Souls either caft off their Ne^ Bodies at the Dat 
of Judgment, for the fake of their old Rotten Relicks, . 
after they have cnjoyM all the ravifhing Delights of 
Eden for fo many Ages ; pr to (land in need of an/ 
Bodies at all, after they have liv'd fo long in a /epa^ 
rate Condition. There's no Senfe in it. Doubtlefs^ 
this Opinion was firfl- hatched by thofe who believ'd the 
Sleep of the Soul, and held that it was inieparable - 
from the Body. For then they had no other Way toi 
comfort themfelyes with any probable Hopes of a /ur- 
*ui<ving Immortality, but by maintaining, that as the 
Soul uept with the Body in the Gr^^, fo both Soul 
and Body ftioald conjointly tifc again at the Day of 
Pom. £ 6 Or 
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Or perhaps thb Figure of <nir Re/urnSiw was^ 
iflculcated to iniinuate the Faith of an immortal Scatt,^ 



comprehending either the Pn ixi/ience of Sculst their 
Self'Suhfiftenci after Z>fA/i&, or their Tranjlation into 
other Boain, 

It feems to me much more eafy to believe^ acQ^rd- • 
ing to the moil obvious Works of Naturey that after 
our Diffblution here» we fiiall either aflume fome 
Bo^ of Air^ Fire, or other Elemental Suppiementr 
or by magnetic Tranfmigration jfhall be united to 
feme Vegetable or Animal Embryo^ than to dream of 
recoUeding all our fcatterM Aflfes together^ after fo 
manyThottfands of Years^ wherein they have been dif- 
persM, perhaps, thro* all the Rangesofthe tJnvuerfe* 

Surely, out My Law giver, and all the other Pro- 
nto/, intended no other Thing by the Doctrine of 
fhe Refiirre^ion, but only to convince the World, 
that the Soul was Immortal, and that confeauentljr 
there would be a Reward of G^od and Bad Works 
after this Life. We ihall live for ever, old La^ 
fer : And what Signifies it whether we have the 
hme Bodies or others, fo long as we are happy ixk 
any State : And if we are metamorphosM, we- can- 
not fail of our jffecijkk Felicity, fince every Crea- 
ture is happy in his own Effence, Then let us be 
Apes, Dromedaries, Camels, or any Thing but 
and we (hall have Blifs enough-. That Creature is 
the very Emblem of Uncleannejs, and therefore its 
Life cannot be^the Objed of a Muffulman\ Wi(h. 
Yet we know nbt the Laixfs of our Change or Tranf 
migration from this mortal Life : For the Soul, ac- 
cording to Pythagoras and the Ancients, is capable of 
all Farms. ^ 

If thou wond'reft what has put me upon this Di(^ 
courfe, it is the Remembrance of what I have heard 
rhee relate of the Apparition of Dead Men's Bones 
in the Cemetery of Grand Cairo in Egfpt, at a certain 
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Setfon of the Yeari wken Mullj^cs of People: 
by Ciiibom Qoch thither to behoM this wonderful- 
Sfene oiT a Jbam RefurreQim. I caif eive it no better 
Titk, fince in all probability *tis oiSy the £fie6k of 
fome Artifice us^d by the Cbriftiansf to procure Mo- 
ney from the admirine Crowd. And Pm confirm'd 
in this Belief, by a fetter I receivM from MehemeP 
the ExiPJ Eunuch f who now refides at Caire i and 
having been carious to obierve this celebratedAf/rWr, 
among the other Rariifies of this City^ (ent me fuch 
an Account of this Pailage^ as convinces me thereV 
feme Cheat in\. 

He tells a great many other Things of the Supers 
Jtitim and Ignorance of the Egyptians as to the Pyra-' 
midsy and the fuppofed Spirits which guard «*em. Ia 
all, he laments the Condition of Mortals, who have 
fo far degenerated from themfelve^, and fuffer'd their 
Reafi,n to be d^bauchM with Fabler 

Sage Muftaphay thou art of the^nri? of tho^ who 
have preferv'd Scienee and Phiiq/ophy, A Halo of 
Light inveib thy Soul. Let no dark Opinion of God 
and his fForis edipfe thy IntelleSi. 

Paris, z^tb of the Stb Moon, 
- of the Year 1655. 



LETTER Vm. 

^0 Solyman Kuflir Aga, Prince of the 
Black Eunuchs. 

THY Difpatch came in an happy Hour : Yet the 
Contents of it furprisM me. *Ti8 a itranc^ 
Turn of Fortune, that the Baja of Aleppo, after To 
many Rebellions^ fhould become the SultanH Fa- 
vourite, and be invefted in the higbeft Dignity of 
ihe Empire. Yet> who knows> but this may be the 
» only 
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only eflbdoal Coarfe to reclaim him^ and of an Ene- 
my to render him a Friend : For Ambition is a Vice 
fe nrarly bordering on Virtue, fo refin*d and fubtle in 
Complexi<m, that when the Paffion which cheriihesity 
is once gratified wkh its proper Objed, it foon be* 
comes a Virtue itfelf, and transforms a Libertine to a 
Uadgu ranking a Man To day among the moft de- 
ferving Herasy who but Yeflerday was in*the Num* 
ber of die Seditkus, 

Therefore, I cannot but highly applaud the Coon- 
lel of thofe, who' perfuaded the Grand Seignior to 
this uncommon Choice of the Fizir Jxern, The 
whole Empire has languifli*d for want of a Man of 
Abilities in that Supreme Statiofiy ever iince the Seal 
was taken hom the moft illuftrious Cbaufaein Baffk 
through the Malice of his Enemies. And in this 
Jundiure, they could not have pitChM on a Man 
more capable of the Charge^ than this bold Ba£a ; 
who, belides his Experience in the Wars, both by 
Sea and Land, is lookM on as the ftouteft Man in 
this Age. As for his former Crimes, they proceeded 
only from his Difcontcnt and Thirft of Glory, which 
is now fufficiently allay'd by the Boimty of our 
reign. The Cdrj^^r therefore of his Extravagances be- 
ing thus fcafonably remov'd, the Effe^ will naturally 
ceaie^ 

But fuiFer me to aik thee ; Do they not refent, at 
the Seraglio^ . his Approaches te that San&uary of 
Mortals with fuch a formidable Retinue ? Thou 
telleft me, he is attended by forty thoufand Men, an 
Equipage fit for a Sonjereign Monarch, Perhaps, 'tis 
only the Efle£l of his Martial Genius, and that he is 
willing to appear like a Soldier : Or it may be he 
really fufpcdied Danger, and that he was defign'd for 
a Sacrifice, which made him come thus guarded to 
the Feet of his Mafter j that his Son might revenge 
his Death, by Tome defperate Attempt on Conftanti- 
wple. Be it how it pleaib Go d, it feems, the Sultan 

wink'd 

• 
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v^fi^^ at received him widi ia^ Miirks of 

lui Eil^iQi Afic^on, as ai^ feldom vouiChfafed 
tg Su^^i* 1 hope the Event will* aafwer- hi& Ex^ 
pie^tion. Thefe new Methods of Ckxnency ma)r 
prove more fuccctfsful, than the fevere Condud of 
K^m^r Tinges. Men of great Souh 2xe (boner fttb- 
4^'d by Favour, than Force and Cruelly. 

I am extremely obliged to thee for thy Inl^^- 
ons, which I (hall exa£bly obferve in writing to 
diis Supreme Minijier, Thou hail matchM my own 
Thoughts in this Advice : For knowing that Baffa'i 
Temper, it will be Policy, as well as Juftice, frankly 
to own what I haive writ againfi: him, and not fluff* 
my Letter with abjedl fawning SubmifGons, or fneak- 
ing Excufes ; he*s brave himfelf and will be pleased 
to fee a Man. refolute in his Duty. 

However, let the Confequence be what it will/ I 
muft /ollow the MeaAires of my own Integrity, 
There is fomething ib fatisfadory in Truth, and an 
honeft blunt Carriage, as hr furpaifes the little faint 
Pleafures of Artifice and Diilimulation. And .1 fhould 
be weary of my Life, were I forc*d to preferve it 
by fach eflSemiiate Tricks. Yet, I mud confefs,. 
*d8 a vaft Encouragement, to find thy Sentiments 
the lame. Wliat is this Worhi, that we fhould be 
fo fond of it ? Or what is this Life of Mortals, that 
we need be fo over-fVudious of prolonging the Refpi- 
ration of that Breath, which may with as much 
Eafe be all breathed out at once, as by fo many fu9- 
oeffive Millions of Moments ; for Death properly 
poi&fies but an Inftane of Tim^ ; no more does Life. 
Every' Gafp renews the One^ and the lail com- 
meoces and finifhes the Other. As to Pleafure and 
Pwn^ we generatty have an equal Share of ^em. And 
itappears to me an equal, if not a greater Happinefs, 
at once to be ^eed for ever from the latter, than by 
fiich an irkfome CompofitioQ to protra& tj^ Enjoy, 
itteat of thefttrmer. 

Brave 
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Brave Sifymak^ when 1 cofltciriplate thy Virtue; 
it infpiies me with Courage againft the vain Mifb of* 
Fear, which the Magick dF Opinion has raisM before 
the Eyes of Mortals. I embrace thee with an extend- 
ed Soul, and wifh thee the two Extremes of Happi- 
nefs. Plenitude of Joys in thii Life, and an immortal 
Series of F^cideft \n Faradife. Li vc fw ever, tho» 
generous'Son of Cbam^ 



of the Tear 1655. 



LETTER IX. 

*To the moft Illufirious Vizir Azem, at 
the Porte. 

BY the Seuls of all my Fregenitors^ I was glad 
t6 hear the News of thy Advance to this glo- 
rious Height of Power : Yet when thou wert BaJ^i 
of AleffOy and held Correfpondence with the Vene^ 
fiansy I accused thee to the Divam, doing thereby no 
fmall Service to the Ottoman Empire :■ For which 
thoU haft now Reafon in Honour to reward me ; 
knowing that I prevented a great Deal of Coofufion 
and Blood. It will not become the firft Minifter^ 
to cherifh private Revenges, or harbour ill Thoughts 
of a faithful Slave. In difcovering thy Intrigues at 
that Time, I did but perform my Duty to the Grand 
Seignior^ thy Lord and mine» Nay» for aught thoa 
knowefl, I was happily inftrumental in faviim thy 
Life, which might have been lofl in the Piuluit of 
thofe hazardous Proje£b thou wert then enga^'d 
in. Be it how it will, thou art itow living, a^ u- 
fihjrd in the mofi illufirious Charge of t£s Empire. 
AjsA without Flattery 1 fpeak it, » braver Mas cooid 
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not have afcended to that Dignity. May God lon^ 
continue tkee in it, to the Joy and Advantage of aS 
the Mujfulmam, 

AH the World extol thy Valour and Boldnels ; e^ 
pecially the Naxarenes, among, whom the Bajfa of 
Jlifpo is famous. They alfo highly commend thy 
Juftice. And thou wilt find ^n the Regiiler, that 
when I acquainted my Superiors of thy Revolt, I 
was not envious in concealing thy Virtues* 

Therefore I beg of thee not to be partial in thy 
Refentments v but confider Mahmut as a faithful 
Slave, who will never tranfmft the Commands 
the Mffierious ^encb, nor fuler any iinifter Motive 
to biafs him, though 'twere in Favour of his owji 
Brother. For, this is the fevere Condu^ that is ex- 
pected of Ine by my Superiors, and which thou thy 
felf wilt require at my Hands. 

But, I believe^ thou aeedeft not thefe Addretfes 
to move thee to Generofity . Thy own native Jnftice 
will fu|[gefl: to thee, that I rather merit a Reward than 
a Pumfhrnent for doing my Duty, though 'twere Ia 
accufine thyfelf. 

Confiding therefore in thy Goodnefs, and. my 
own innocence, I ihaU not defpair of that Frotedti- 
on axid Favour from thee, which all thy Predece/^ 
fir,i have afibrded m^, fiince my Arrival at this Place. 
Nay, I think thy Friendfhip and Efteem is rather 
doe to me, than a thoufand Sycopbanu and Flat- 
ierers. 

I will in this Confidence write fipeely to thee, as 
I have been commanded : and vent my Ihmgbts^ 
without a timorous Referve : For thou art the JuJI 
Judge of the Ju^es among the Faithful, 

There is no doubt, but thou haft heard of the 
])uke of Lorrain, a famous Warrior in thefe We- 
Jlem Parts, but now a Prifiuer of State in Spain, I 
fent Intelligence laft Year to Muftapha Berber Agm^ 
of the Grounds and Circumftances of this Princess 

Qor^ 
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ConfiDement, whereof thou can*ft oot be ignorant. 
For all my DiJ^atcbts are made pablick to the Mi- 
njjiers of the Blefed Porte. 

The Brother of that Duke immediately focceeded 
him, by the King of Spain's Orders, in the Com* 
inand of the Army in Flanders ; they call him Duke 
Francis . Every Body thou|;ht that he had confented 
to the Imprifonment. of his Brother, as being dif- 
gufted at his Incontinency, Avarice, and other Vices. 
It was fappoe'd alfo^ that his own Ambition, and 
Thirft or Honour, had corrupted the Fidelity and 
Love he ow*d to the Son of his Mother ; as know- 
ing that bv his Fall, he himfelf flioald rife to the 
Dignity or General, which his Brother enjoy'd da- 
ring his Liberty. 

But now *tis evident that this Duke Francis did 
all along difiemble his Refentments of his Brother^! 
Calamity : For he is lately revolted from the King 
tS Spain, and come ovct to the French, with five 
tiioufand Horfe and Foot. He has openly declared. 
That he wiH never give Reft to his Sword, till he 
has either procured his Brother's Releafe. or deeply 
leveng'd the Injuries have bten done him. He was 
received by the French Kine with all imaginable En- 
dearment and Carefies. 'Hie whole Court ire emu- 
hms in ftrtvin^ to excel one another in the Demon- 
ftradons of their Ciyiltty and Refped to this Princei 
and they have cuird out the beft Quarters for his 
Soldiers. This Nation is always hofpitablc; to Stran- 
gers ; more efpectally to foch as court their Friend- 
ihip after this extraordinary Way, who enter into 
their Interefts, and engage in their Quarrels. Yet 
neither France, nor all the Kingdoms of Europe to^ 
gether, can match the Bounty of the munificent Porte, 
which pardons and receives, with open Embraces, her 
moft implacable Enemies on their Submiifions and 
Kepentance. 

Com- 
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Commander of the Muffulman Grandees^ thoti art 
bat a Man, aad haft not exceeded that Charadt^ in 
the worft of thy Errors. Now thou ^rt affumM to> 
a Charge which requires the Fidelity and Prudence 
of an Angel. If thou &ate Hferm the Btaie suod re-^ 
ftore the iflk^/mriur Affitiis to tkdr true Luftre, we 
fhall ha?e Reafon to contemnlate thy Life in foaie 
meafare as a Parallel to that oiCraJjfus^ who was par-' 
donM thm Treafins by Cafar^ anciafterwards became' 
the moft loyal and fervioeable. Man in the Reman 
Empire, 



rf^the^tear, 1655. 



LETTER XI. 

sr<? M^liicmet, an exil*4 Euftuch» 4< 
Caire m Egypt. 

THOU telleft. que wonderfttl tbinf^ of Egffi, 
inch asahnpi^fucpsMs Credit. Ao^lpercei^ 
thpa thyfelf doft n(^ P^Ueyje tke Stx>ry ojt the a^,-- 
nual KtfurreSkiem ^f Beme^ which is fo xsfiu^ talked, 
of by 7ra<ueller$, My Coufm j^i/ridicul*d it with 
(mart Reaion^ and was aliaoft ia Danger of his Life « 
among the bigotted l^fi^s and CoktUe^. 

But I could hardly imagine there ]u4 ftill le- 
majnM in that Regjfon (which has undergone ib many 
Revolatipns of Government) any Foocitoj^s of the, 
primitive Yet, it fe^ms, the Priefta^. 

th.ofe early Ages wcffe particulajrly careful to tranf- 
mitt to Poibrity an Hiftary of their K^ingsi, 

with Memoirs of their A£iions ^ the Building of the 
Pyramids ; the Place of the Btatues 5 the Uaguqf 
Uirrour \ the Qity of the Blofik Eagle } thf Cafile of 
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Demons feated on the Bronv of the Mountain of the 
Moon, the Palacf of ^i/<ftmA4r/». with inwifiierable 
other Rarities. 

I tell thee, my dear Mehmetf I knoiv iK>t how to . 
believe aU thefe Rommntick StoHea.* It o^mps^ my 
ReafoH to hear of a Brazen Tree with Iron Branches 
v^nd Fenfati/e Haois, to catch Liars and Cheats ^ and 
there detain 'em till they ihould do right to thoie 
whom they had injurM.. Altogether as ijooprobaUe 
u the Sxoty of Galf^efaroniSi the Statue fet up by 
Kine Gariac, 

Who can read of that Monarch's being carried 
in the Air by Eagles^ hil may aff v^ell bfcUevc the 
Romantick Voyage of Domingo Gonfaies to the Moon, 
If thou know'ft not that Story, I'll tell thee in fhort. 
That fhfs Was a certain Spaniard, tvhO lA a Pa(Ia^^ 
to the /r^i>/, being by Shipwreck caftafhore on the 
IJlandoi St, Helena^ with'a*iVii;r« his Slave, they 
W^re put to their (hifb fo far.as to divide that unpeo- 
pled atid defelate ^Wb^tweeh 'em out of pore N«-^ 
ceffity, that they mi|;ht both' find Proviiion enough to 
keep *ejn from flarving (for it feems, there was great 
fcarcity of every Thing that ferv'd the Uftsof Life.) 

In this Condition, Neceffitf^ the Mother of Cun- 
ning Devices f tanght them to hold Correfpondencier*^ 
wiui' one another, though living'at om)ofite Angles of 
€tit ljle^ by the Help of certain wild Stvans, which ^ 
they todk out of their Neib very young, and brought 
*em up as they do Pigeons at Bahylon and Alefpo to be 
Letter-Carriers. 

Afterward, as the Story goes, Domir^o trying fc- 
veral^ Experiments on his Birds, and finding all fnc^ 
cefsfiii ; at laft having got four and twenty of them 
together, and having brought 'em up to his Lure, 
he .ventur*d his Carca^ with 'em in the Air, fatten- 
ing them together with Ropes and other Materials. 
But the extravagant Animals one Day took Wing, 
and cad'y'd their Mafier to the Moon i where he 

xefided 
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lefided a confid^ble Time i iaw and convened with 
divers Inliabieants of that NeighbDQriog Globcy vifited 
the Courts of feveral Lunar Princes , and was kindly 
ieceiv*d by *em all, even at the Seraglio of the Chief 
Emperor^ or Grand Seignior himfelf. And having 
been pidented with three Stones of matchlefs Virtue, 
aiidx>ther rich Gifts, he had his Audience of Conge ^ 
and came down to the Earth again, where he pub* 
ltfh*d a Journal of his Tra'vels, out of which 1 have 
extraded this fhort Epitome ; not thinking it worth 
the while to trouble thee with the entire Relation of 



Doubtlefs, ^here is nothing fb eaiy, as to invent 
new and unheard-of Fables, .to aniisfe the credulous 
World, and captivate their Underftandings. And I 
have told thee this, as a Parallel to thofe mondrous 
Fi|;ments of Egfft : Such as that of King Gancam's 
bemg carried in. a. Pavilion on the Shoulders ef 
Spirits : His magical Tables^ and the reft of his glo- 
xiotts Whim*Whams. And that of the Queen Borfa^ 
who . iate on a fery nirone, and liv'd in an en- 
dued Caftle^ whofe Walls were full of Pipes/ which 
conveyed to her the Addrej^es of alt Sorts of Plantiffe 
and her Decree and . Deci£on of ContBoveHies back 
aeain to them; Such another is that of Bardefir^^ 
fi«oer Tower, and his. fitting hcfyte his People in the 
Clouds of Hea*ven : and Bedourc^^ fending an Angel 
whomadefttcha horrible Roaring, that it canfed an 
Earthquake, 

. Who can without laughing read the Story of the 
Uol of theTir^, which'£ftinguiih!d between Harlots 
and Virgins hf the Touch of their Hand ? or of the 
^itiif which euard ^ '.Pyramiis^ one like a naked 
Woman, walking about in the open Air at Noon, 
and making Men run mad for Love of her f Ano* 
ther in the ^orm of an old Man, with a Bafket on 
hisvHead, and a- Cenfer in his Hand ? A third of a 
Ua<Ji WomM) .mdi a jnonftsons; Child in her Arms ? 



his i] 
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There 19 no End of facb Faiks. tuUier cin any 
Man of Keafon, iloop to fo mach £afine& BS to re- 
gard 'em. And it is a Pleafure to me, when I con- 
uder thee as a Man a£hially Satyrual upon OpitHons 
and Traditions r^ognant to Stnje, 

Mebemet^ whilil thou art in JSj^/, ^-emember that 
thoa Wert bom in Arabia^ where Sckna has floa- 
ridi'd for thefe thonfand Years. 

Paris, zBfbo/the gtb Mpofty 
of the Tear 1655. 



LETTER XII. 
To Zornefan Muftapba^ BaiTa of the Sea. 

I Will not pretend to Divination, nor flatter thee 
with Prefages of better Fortune ag^inft the Vent' 
tians^ daring thy Command of the than thy 
PredeceJ/ifrs have had ; yet I believe thoo haft more 
Hbitefty and Valbnr than ibnie.of thbm» And I con- 
gratulate thy Rife to this D^i^. 

If my InteHtgehce be true, a more glorious Fl^t 
kas not faird out of the Ottommi HarhStrt^ than ap- 
pears now at Sea, under thy Command. May thy 
Succefs anfwer the ExpeAation of the Muffulmans. 
But I tell thee, thou haft meed to. look about thee s 
for thou wilt encounter a valiant and fubtle Bnetey . 

Theft Vnhetiant sat yiot liice tke reft4>f the Nasca- 
remsy iuperftitibbfly devoted to the SehtiBitnts^ of 
their FrUfis. That kind of fiigottry chains up Mens 
Spirits and render^ them dfoninhtt : It blinds >m 
9nd robs 'em of their Senfe and native Vigour. But 
thefe are bold, refolutc People, bearing neither Moii 
nor. the DeinL They atealfo wcW vers?d in Stra- 
tagems, beib^ as cnnhicw a& BtrfMs. In fine, Viuitt 
h a CommwwkaiA made'.upnof tfoldiMiMnd Stktef^ 

men; 
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men : And thoa can*ft not cxpcd, that the Sea makes 
Vm degenerate. Therefore look for hot Entertainment 
whenever thou engagefl ihofe Jhrtgina/Tarfaw/itts, 
I fpeak not this to difcourage thee, but to arm thee, 
with dae caution . Thou knoweft the fame God who 
made them, made thee, and all the Men in thy F/tat. 
ThoQ haft silfo the Happinefs to ierve the moft vifbo- 
rioQS Empire in the Worid. Fear nothing therefore : 
Bat when thoo loofeft from the Helle/pont^ with the 
in^incihit Fleet, adom'd with EnJ^ns of high kenown 
die profperous Streamiers of Mahomet i when thou 
heareft the AH-cbeering Clarions and Timhreb birath- 
ing the lofty Menaces, the vital Airs of War ; then let 
thy noble Heart flourifii with brave Thoughts, and 
briik Refolutions. Yet let tiot a &lfe Aflofance of Vi- 
^ry make thee raih, and bereave thee of that Con- 
daft, which is as neceilkry a Qaalification in a Qe- 
tural as Courage. Confider that the Fortune of 
&ittfes is uncertain : Therefore do all Things with 
mat Precaution. Truft not to the Force of thy 
iUtnm$£m, in that thou ifighteft for the Lam: and 
Honour of the Prophet. BdC rnnember the Proverh of 
Ancients^ which iays. The Dk'vi/ often carries the 
SiandarJ if the lining Gos. There may'be.thofe in 
tfer FUet, who are cdeacherots^ and at tiie Devotioih 
of the Nazarenes. For I hear, that both SpabPs 
ancl Jani/ariis were very unwilling to embark 
themielves ; ^d God knows, how far die Venetian 
Gold may work oia ibme of their Officers. Though 
their Refentments feemM to be appeasM by the 
Boondr of dor glonoui^ Sovore^, yet the fmalldft 
Oocaaon may renew their old Difcontent again; 
and put on More d^i^erofl^ Tumults at Sea, thah 
thofetlney were guilty o(alhore: Oratleaft they will 
become more xtm& and cold in the Service of the 

Be 
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Be it how. it will, if the Na*vy has not good fao« 
oeifl, the Blame of all will be laid on thee. Pardon 
therefore the Freedom I take in advifing thee, finoe 
'tis an Argument of my AfTedtion and Concern for 
thy Honour and Safety. And no Man can with Rea- 
fon be ofiended at another for warning him of 
Dangers. In a Word, I wifh thee the go(^ Fortune 
of the Englijb { who have lately taken an IJland in 
the fFift Indies froi^ the Spaniards : They call it J a* 
maica. 

It feems the King of Spain had poiTefs'd this IJle, 
from the Time of the firfl Conquefts in America^ 
where his Subjeds had committed horrid Cruelties on 
^ I^atives ; for which they are now punifh'dby that 
new Cgmtnomuea/tb, who boaft that they are eflabliih- 
ed by God to reform or overtum all the Kifigd^ms of 
Eurcpi. 

Thou haft heard, i fuppofe, of Oii<ver, the Sc^ 
<veriign of that Nation. He appears like another 
Gingix, Cham, fetting up for a Prophet and Founder 
of a new Empire. He has refused the ^itle of Kiug^ 
which was offered him by the Englifi States ^ wiSi 
all the Eisfi^ of Royalty . But he aims at a more 
fublime JChara6ter, laying the Foundation of his 
Hopes in a pretended liodefly, aiTumine only the 
Stile of Freteaor, They fay, 4ic talks of leading an 
Army to the Gates of Rqme^ and when he has tub- 
dued the Pope^ that he will march or fail to Con- 
ftantinople^ and drive the Gr€md Sdgnior out of his 
Seraglio', 

I tell thee, thefe are net ThSn^s to be contemn*d 
or laughM at. For this O/Mffrlas tl^ Fame of a 
Great and Invincible G^r^ro/. And I can aifure thee, 
all the neighbouring Kings and States court his 
Friendihip. In fine, he makes the moft formidable 
Figure at prefent of any Prince is thefe Wifiom 
Paru. 

If 
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If it win divert thee at Sea, to hw of the Trar^f- 
aftions by Land^ know, that Leofoldm Ignatius Jq» 
jfephus. Son of the German Emperor ^ iscleited Kin^ 
of the Romanf 'xxi the Room of his dcceafed Brother^ 
There's alfo a Diet aiTexnbled at Frankfirt, where the)^ 
have too many Difcords and Qaarrcls of their own, 
to have Leifure to plot any Mifchief againft the Empire 
of tiue Believers. Tkek If/fiJels, in their publick 
Councils, are like Women Scolding away the Time 
that (hoiild be employed in Adlion. 

There arrives aaily a great deal of .News out of 
S-tueden^ Mufco'vy, 2iXid Poland^ One Poji informs u» 
of a Plague raging at Mejcow, and other Cities of that 
Nort/yern Tra^ ; Another alarms us with Intelligen* 
ces of Sieges and Plundering of Towns, Dii'people- 
ing of Provinces, and a Deluge of BJood afid Slaugh- 
ter ; For the Swedes efpoufing the Quarrel of the 
Mu/c<yvites^ endeavour- to make their own Game in 
Poland i many Princes and Great Men, with their 
Towns, Villages and Vaflals, revolting daily from 
the unfortunate Cajimir, and fubmitting to the Swed^ 
Monarch. 

And here in France, thoife that go not to the Wars 
make private Campaiem at Home. Here's nothing 
but Duelling and Murder among Men pf the Siuord ; 
whilA the Ecclejiajlicks are combating one another 
with their ^ens, and the La-ivyers with their Tongues, 

In Switzerland ihty^te mad about Religion. At 
Dantzick, two Eagles were feen combating in the Air. 
And, as if all Nature were in a ferment, the Winds 
have been at Variance in the. Bowels of the Earth, 
which has occailoned frequent Earthquakes in the Parts 
of Germany. The King of Poland'^ firotlier is dead, 
and i\M.^een- Mother of Stveden, 

We muH all die at the determined Hour; and 
there is no pther Terror in Death, but .^^^t is qrea^ 
ted by our own Opinion, nor any gttater Pain than at- 
IDrnded our Birth, For at our Dtjfolutm every Element 
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of which we were compounded, takes its proper fliare 5 
and that which is divine in tis^'rctjiri^s to that which 
is divine in the Univerfe. 

Paris, 2%th 9f the qtb Moovp 
of the Tear 1655. 



LETTER Xm. 

Pefteli Hali, his Brother^ Mafter ^/ 
^ \ Grand Seignior's Cuftom. 

U R Kinfman I/oufis now gone for Mufcovy^ 
\J having vifited the moft remarkable Places in 
this Kingdom. I received a Letter from him datdl 
at Diepe^ a Sea-Town over againft the Englifi Coaft. 
Hewas juft a going abdard, as hete]lls me^ when he 
deliver'd his Dijpatch to the Faft, God grant him a 
profperouS Voyage td t&at Region^ and whitherfoever 
his Genius y or Fortune carries him. 

I am extrcanely {>leas*d with his Converfation.' 
Whilft he was in ParUt I was never fenfible of Me- 
laticholy, unlefs 'twere in the Evenings, which 
IbrcM us to part Company. He has an excellent 
Memory, and recounts all the Adventures of his 
Life with a great deal of Eafe, both to himfelf and 
his Hearers. ' He never was at a Lofs for Matter, or 
confouncted one Gircumftance with another, but rank- 
ing every Thing in its due Time and Place, delivered 
all with a Clearn^ and drace, which affefted me 
with fingular Delight. 

Befides, he has a ready Wit, lively Fancy, and 
Judgment enough for one 6f his Yearji. I tell thee, 
the Relatipns he has made of his Travels, with his 
reguto; Deportment here in Paris , of which I have 
been a' Witnefs, ^have imprinted in me fuch an 
.Opinion of bi« Ability, that 1 have thiftcd him 
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with Tome particular In(lru£lions» in order to a 
fettled Corefpondence between us in Whatfoever 
Cffurt he refidcft. Eor, in a Word, 1 find him 
matdre enough for Bufinefs of Moment : And it is 
Pity his Parts Ihould be bury'd without ever appear- 
ing in Adlion. 

If he focceeds in what I have put him upon when 
he arrives at Archangel, a Sea-Porte in Ruffia, and a 
Place of great Commerce and TraHick, I fhall have 
good. R^on t» hope for .more important Matters 
when he comes to. Mo/cow, the chief City of the 
Men who worihip the .Eyes 0f their Emperor, And 
then it Will be Time to give a due Charader of hinx 
to the Minifters of the Porte : Wherein thou wilt 
liave many Opportunities to perform the Office of a 
Kinfman and Friend. Thofe of the fame Blood, 
ought thus to ferye one another with Integrity and- 
Al&^ion: For in ,fo doing we h^lp ourfelves, 
ibengthen the Jnterefl of our Family, and fhall 
find Retuiins in Time of Need' As thou haft re- 
cdv'd Favour from Kerker Haffan Baffa, on the Score 
of being his -Countryman ; fo there is greater Reafon 
that thou Ihould'ft (hew Kindnefs to Jfouf who par- 
takes of our -Blood. 

There ariies a vaft Complacency from, doing good 
OfEces, thp' to a Stranger, or even to $in Enemy* 
Manis;sat(irally generpus, and he has debauched his 
Soulj, wh0[a&sr contrary to this* Principle.. Yet the 
gtieateil Pai;4; of Men ate degenerated. They purfue 
Lkns^ Tygerst B^rs, ^xidi {xxohVilsj^ ravenous Beails 
with inexorable Hatred and Revenge ; they bear 
fec/^ Antip^thi^ .againft Spiders y, Toad^ Serpents 
and other venomous Creatures ; and yet they are 
all tiiefe (Things^ .^pr wordCe, themj^lves. Ever.fince 
Jlfiiff^^a^h^xidi^^ the;Earth, there has-been a llrange 
f^famorph<>fif*m pur Rape. ; Men Iiave for the moft 
part forfakcn their ,I^^mj%nity, and chang*d Na- 
S(iv(tge^. Nay^ WC tranfcend them in 

. : . F 2 ' ■ what 
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whatfoever is cruel and \iciou8 : As ti oklt Reafiu 
were given m% only to teach us the' moft reiined 
Methods of Impiety, and to be a more exqaifite Spui: 
to Vice. 

Ifeuf has prefented me with fdid Obiervatfbns of 
this Kind in his Travels, efpecially in Africk : He 
fays, that Region is not more prolifick of ftrange and 
horrible Beafts^ than it is of monftrous Men^ Brutes, 
and Debits in human Shape, Apd the* he relates 
fome fair things of the Indians^ and other People 
' in jijta, yet they are inter mix*d -with tragical Re- 
ports» and mournful Memoirs ; fuch as itain the 
Wfiory of our Race, and make it evident, that it is 



fand. The whole World is over-run with Opprcffi- 
on, Crudty, Avarice, Perfidy and Luft. 

He relates ftrange Things of the Antiquities of 
Egypt, He calls it the only Scene of Wonders and 
Miracles on Earth. Indeed this Country was very 
famous among all Nations for the Wifdom and 
Learning of her Priefis ; wljo in the firft Ages of 
the Worldy underftood all the Secrets of the Elements, 
the Virtues of Plants arid Minerals; and were per- 
fcdly vers*d in the Science of the Stars and Spirits, . 
and in all manner of myjlerious Knowledge. ,They 
w^re faid to make Statues and Images that could 
fpeak, walk, run, and counterfeit all human 
Af^ions. They were alfo exqaifite in making mi- 
rraculous Tali/mans and Mirrors, with any kind * of ■ 
magical Work, whereby they kept the People, and 
even the Princes in a profound Awe and Veneration 
of their prodigious Knowledge and Power, and 
.Jikewife defended their Country agkinft all In'vaders, 
For no fooner did an Enemy appear with his Ar- 
mies oi> the Frontiers of Eg^t, but thcfe Prieftr had 
prcfent Inti^atioo of tt by their fecret Art, even in 
the> Chambers^ perha^ps at a hundred Leagues Dif- 
iance. Then by their EachanCmen^^ they either • 
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causM Fire to confame them in their Camps, or 
turnM their Swords one againil another, or lent an 
Army of nmn^d Sirfent$ to deflroy them. So that 
for many Ages no King ever profper'd that fought 
«gainft the Egyptians. 

But let not thou and I, deair Brother, fufier our 
Reafon to degenerate, by giving Credit to Fidions 
iriDd Romances, tho*^ vouch'd by fome of our Coun- 
trymen, fach as Momt Alxemany Ehi'nAbdsilhokmt 
and others. 

He alfo tells mtny rcmaikablc Paflages of the By- 
rmmids of Cairt^ the overflowing of the tie 
Mummiet^ and other Things which I have not now 
Time to rehearfc \ but in another Letter I wfll gra- 
tify thee with a more nnple Account of his Obferva- 

In the mean Time, live thou to enjo;^ the Fruits 
of thy own Trwe/s in the Eaji i which if it matches 
not the S^Mtk in Prodigies and ftupindous Jmintiont i 
^et it furpailes both it, and all the reft of the World, 
m Juftici and Morttlity. 

Paris, , I 'Jib thill tb Mm, 
ofibe Tear ifij^/ 



LETTER XIV. 

To IfmacI Kaidar, Cheik, a Man of 
the Law. 

TO U haft the Chara6ler and Fame of a great 
Hiftorian ; a M^n of Intelligence both in the 
Ricords of paft Timesy and the Tranfadions of the 
frtfent : Therefore the Name of Cbriftiua late 
of Sweden^ cannot be Ibange to thee. I doubt not 
but thou haft heard of this PHnce/sy fo celebrated 
F 3 through 
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throughout the Earth for her Learning, and other 
noble Accompli ftiments j and how - fhe voluntarily 
refign'd the Crtmnt to one of her Kinfmen. But^ 
perhaps, thou kneweft not the true Motives whicli 
induc'd her to this Rfy^al Caprice : For it deferve^ 
no better Name, as thou wilt underftand by the Se- 
quel. 

Her Father, who for his fuccefsful Wars^ and 
.perpetual Vi£lories, was caXVd xhc^ Great Giiftav^ 
dying, left her in the entire Poffeffion of his King^ 
dcjn and neuo Conqttefis in Germany, Bat during -the 
Time of her Reign, Piementelli^ the SpaxtJ& Ambsf" 
fador at Stockhoim, by daily converfing with^ thi» 
Great ^een, us'd fuch plauiible Infmuations, as 
prevailed on her to have a more favourable Opinion 
of the Fope and his Religion, than fhe had before en» 
tertained : For alt the Smikdes are. educated .in an 
Averfion for thofe of the Rvmau Faith '. I need no«- 
explain to thee thcfe Diflin6lions of Belief among 
the N^xarenes ; thou art vcrs'd in their Hifiory, as 
well as in our own. Suffice it to fay, that this 
, AmbaffedorpofTefsM Cbrijlina with fofair an Idea of 
the CathoHck Religion, that fhe abandoned lier Croivw, 
and has ever lince been a ^een Errant, a Royal Ram- 
.through Europe, beiijg refoly'd tojnake Experi- 
ment of the Generofity of^ Cath'olick'frincej, whofe 
Vixtue PiemntelU had fo highly extoU'd. 

'Twould be a Work of feven Moons, for the mofl 
induftrioos Scribe to relate all the particular Magni- 
ficences with which file has been entertained m her 
Travels through Germany, Flanders, Alface, Infpruck 
Jtahy and Ro7ne, where fhe now refides. Eyery Pj-jnce 
of tne Roman Church', through whofe Territories fiie 
pafsM,,was ambitiobs to appear prodigal of his 
Favours and Civilities ' to their illuftrictits , Strange^ r 
Perhaps to evade the Lafhes of her Wft, wmcl^,' 
they fay, is very Satyrtcal. Or it may be for other 
Reafons mote torcible and* poignant. Be* it how^ 
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it will, the Romant Wits lavte not fpar'd her, as thou 
wilt perceive by the following Vc^^es, which on the 
firll Day o^ the Moon of 'January were found in the 
Hand of Fafipiin, and on the Portal of the Pala^ " 
Fernefe, whei[e flie refides. 

Paszza^ GoUa, (sf Zopfa viene 4al Norte, 

Del Monarcpa Imiitto l* indegna Figlla, , ' 

Meiitre Pologna Gente ^^Jt>Scompigliay 

A *vane Pompe Rome apre le Port€ : 

Contra quefii AppUufi P nngrida forte, 

Et in bajfe N te /' altro his Biglia, 

Corre la Scioca Gentt, alxa le ciglia, \ 

Ride Pafquin del Papa ^ della Corte. 

Sufu 'ventte <Doi Ruffiam Snelli^ 

Etportate a ChrifUna 'Jirawaganfet 

Di venere il Svetro tie i Paxzrelli :■ 

Vttol parar doita, e roxxa Pedqntf l , 

E in Braccio a mangiator di Rapanelli, 

V w/ parer cafta, 8c e Putana Errat^e. 

I fend thee thefe Verfcs in the Origitial, know- 



they will not found fo well in Arahick. Thou that 



Let not Lampoons of morofe Italians aLate thy 
Charity for this renowned Princefs : But let her Ex^ 
travagancies be an Argument of the Greatnefs of hc|r 
Soul s and riemember the old Roman Proverb which 
fays, nereis no furpajpng Genius, ^without fime Mix- 
ture of Madnefs, . : '. 

Paris, loth of the ift Moon, 
of the Tear 1656, • 
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L E T T E R XV, 
21? the fame. 

HA V 1 NG the Space of an Hoar before the PqJI 
goef ^ I could not forbear to inform thee of a new 
i>car which lately appeared in theie Parts, moving in a 
dire€l Line from Eaft to Norih, The Afironomers 
have made accurate Observations of it, and yet are 
at a Lofs what to conclude. Some fay, 'tis below 
the Moon^ others place it in the Sphere of the fixed 
Star$, One will have it a Mehor ; a Second affirms it 
to be a Planet i whilft the Je^s report every where^ 
J hat *cis the Star of Jacobs and a Sign that their Mefi- 
fias is at Hand. 

'Nathan Ben Saddi^ one of that Nation at r/>«/!f<f, 
fends me ftrange Stories concerning the Prodigies 
which ihall go before and accompany the Appeai^nce 
of t h e Deliverer of IfrMl (as he calls him . ) 

He fays, there ihall fpeedily come a Sort of People 
from the uttermoft Parts of the Earthy of a black and 
horrible Afpea, fo that whoever ihall bat caA an Eve 
on any of them, (hall immediately die, as by tne 
Olanee of 4 S^tfiUfk. For every one of them fli^il 
hav^ two Hea(]s, and feven £)^s, glowine an4 fend^ 
forth Sparks of Fire as poiibnous as th^ Flalhea 
of the Wind El-Samiel m Arabia. They fliall alfq 
be fwift as Stags, And aboat the fame Time, aa 
extraordinary Heat fhall flow from the Snn^ whictT 
being difpersM through the Elements (hall corrupt 
the Air, Earth, and Waters, and infe^ all this 
lower World with fuch peftilentsal Qualities, that 
a Million of Qentiles (for \o the Jeuns call all that 
are not of their own Nation) fhall die every Day. 
And Men fhall be in fo great Confternation, thikt 
they (hall run up and aown the Streets crying, 
Wo^ Wo to us and our Children ! They fhall die their 
Graves, and, go down into t)iem of their 

PWfX 
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own accord, expedHng Death. But that all thh 
i'imtf the Jews (hall be in Safety and Health . 

This Hebrew adds, that the Light of the 5a» Aall 
be totally extinguifh'd fyr the Space of thirty Days ; 
during which horrible Darknefs, the Cbriflians and 
Mahcmetans fhaH acknowledge their Errors, and 
many of them fhall embrace the Law of Mofes ; for 
which Gop being moved to Mercy, will reftorc that 
Planet again to its former Brightnefs. 

But what be fays next, is an unhappy Pre/age to 
the Romans, whofe Emtire, according to this Tradi- 
Hon, (hall be extended over all the Regions of the 
Earth for the Space of nme Moons, After which 
Term, God fhal! fend the firft Meffiasy the Son of 
yofepi, who (hall gather the difpers'd Tribes of 
Jfraely and conduft them to Jerufalem ; from 
whence he (hall iflfue forth, with a viftorious Army^ 
and lay wafte the Roman Empire^ fack ^Rm£ itfelf, 
and carry away the icnmcnfc Riches of the Cbrifti- 
ans to Jerufalem ; and the very Fear of him (hall 
reduce all Nations to his Obedience. He (hall fight 
with Armiliai Harafchay the Antichrifi of the Cbri- 
fitansy and fhall deftroy Two hundred thoufand of 
4rmillaPs Followers ; but in the End (hall be (lain 
himfelf, and the good Angels (hall tranfport his Body 
to the Apartment of the Fathers, 

The Jews hold, That ttiis Armiliai (hall fpring 
i>at of an Image of the Virgin Mary in Rome^ made 
of Marhky with which the moft Wicked and Profli- 
gate among Men (hall b& enamoured, and commit 
the moft execrable Uncleannefs that can be named. 
The Refult of thefe adulterous Congreffes (hall be. 
That the Statue, by zfupematuxal Power , (hall prove 
Impregnate ; and cleaving afunder, (hall be delivered 
of this young Antcbrifi, who is to vex and perfe- 
cute the JewSy and afHidt them with greater Cala- 
mities than either tbey or their Fathers felt fince the 
Segttmif^ of tte If^orld. They ihall be forc'd to flee 
F 5 i»t9 
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into ^e.De/artSt and hide Uiemfelv;^ the Deias 
and Caves of the Earth, Jiving only on the Grafe 
and Herbage, with the Leaves of Tree*, till the 
great Michael the Archangel ihall thrice wind his 
Horn. Thenv lhall the Second Meffiai^ the Son o£ 
,Da*vidt with Elias the Prophet appear, who (halt 
refcue *em out of all their Troubles> and lead cheai 
triumphant to Paradife\ 

This is the Sum of what Nathan zxA all the Jevi9 
believe Goncei;ning the Laft Times ^ which they; fay 
are now approaching : As is evident by the Kiiing 
of this Newu Star, accompanv*d with tcrriWe Thun- 
ders and Lightnings. Ana the chief Patriarch or 
Prince of the Jeivs is come from Jerufahm to Vi* 
ennay to prepare thofe of his Nation in the Wefteru 
Parts for the Grand Re^volutions which they believe 
are ready to fall out in the World. All the Jews in 
that City went out a L^eague to meet him» with 
great Pomp and Solemnity. 

In the mean while, fhear that the Son of tl;ie late 
Vizir Jzem makes a Gonfufion amongft you at Cm- 
fiantinopky and the Parts adjacent, being at the Head 
of Fifty Thoufand Men; on Pretence to revenge the 
Death of his Father, . but really to recover his ra- 
vifli'd Mfftrefsf the fair Salt ana Zamiowvre, who was 
forc'd from his Seraglio by the Grand. Seignior^ & Com- 
inaod. Women and Wtne^ according to the Prov^rS^ 
of the Franks, make all the DiHurbance in the Worlds 
And without calling to Remembrance the trojase 
Wars, the unhappy EfFe6ls of Hehna^s Perfidy, we 
may conclude, that Women are (he Ck:cafiion» of nu- 
riy Quarrels among us. 

There is a Peace lately concluded between the. 
French and the New Englijh Commonwaltb : By 
which means, the exil'd King of the. Scots was 
forced to depart from this Realm,^ which has beeiv 
his Sanauary for many Years. He went awav at 
the Beginning of the Treatj^ and has'wander/a up 
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and down Germany ever iince ; fomedmes keeping a 
Court like a King; at other friine»living<><*(^y/^y and 
very privately, with only t^o or three Attendants. 
That poor Prhce ia velly- unfortunate i yet, they fay, 
he bears his Calamity with Angular Moderation, and 
a certain Royal StifFneTs of Miod; which will rather 
break than bend. > 

This Pope is a great Peace-maker, and has fent 
NunMs with Letters to all the Princes of Chriften* 
dom within the PaU of the Roman CburcS^ earneilly 
perfuading them to Unity and -Friendihip, that fo 
their Asms may be turned againft the Muffulmans. 
His Predecejfor was of another Sentiment, and would 
not intermeddle with the Quarrels of any . One Day 
as he was looking out of a Window of his Palace 
with fome Cardinals^ they efpied two Men a fighting 
in the Street ; whereupon they deiired the Holy Fa- 
ther tointerpofe his Authority, a^d command Peace i 
But he refusM, faying, <^ Let them fight it oujt and 

then they'll be g9fui Friends of courie. And turn- 
ing to the Spanijh Ambafi[ador» i^e fkid, " So will k 

faro with your Matter and the King of France ; 

when they have fufHciently wearied one another 

with Wars they will gladly embrace the Propofals. 
y of Peace. 

Here is great Rejoicing for the Reconciliation • 
newly made between the King and hisUucle the 
I>iike of Or leans J who having been eftrangM a long 
Time, the latter haying efpous'd the Prince of Conde^ 
Caufe. But now he has abandoned it, and is come 
to the .Court. 

Thefe Infidels are^ as inconilant as the Winds, 
which vary to all the Points of the CompaTs i 

Paris, ^otbofthe ift Moon, 

of the Tear 16^6, . _ . i ' 

. , ■ ••- F 6 . ■ '7 - LET- 
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LETTER XVL 
To Solyman his Coufin, at Scutari, 

I See thou art given over to a Spirit of Difcon- 
cent. Nothing can pleafe thee- Thou murmur- 
eft at Providence J and eafteit Obloquies on the Ways 
of God : As if the Order of all Things, and the Efta- 
blifh'd Oecononty of the Uni'verfey torn, be changed to 
gratify thy Humour. 

Formerl/thou wert trouUed with dull melancholy 
Thoughts about Religion : Now thou art angry with 
thy ^ade, and pineft that thou wert not educated in 
the Aeaden^, A mecbanickLikt thou fay*ft, is tedi- 
ous and irkfome ; befides that it is beneath one of thy 
Blood to be always employ'^d in making of Turbanis. 
Thou wiJlicfl rather to have hetn 9, Courtier,. Soldier, 
or any thing, fave what thou art. 

Coufin^ let not Pride and Ambition corrupt thy 
Manners. Doft fhou not confider, that all true Be- 
lievers are obliged to exerciie fome manuml Occupa- 
tion, and that the Sultan himfelf is not exempted 
from this Duty ? Did not the Prophet himfelf pra* 
B\k it, and erjoyn it to all his Followers ? Haft thoa 
not heard o£ his Words, when he faid. No Man can 
/iat any Thing fweeter in this World, than nuhat is 
acquired hy his otum Labour. Doubtlds, all the Pro- 
phets and holy Min have gainM their Bread by their 
lawful Employments. Adzm nuis a Gardener^ Abel 
a Shepherd, Seth a Weaver, Enoch a Taybr, Noah 
n Ship-iAjrigbt, Mofes, Sagaib and Mahomet nvero 
Shepherds ; Jefus the Son of Mary a Carpenter, Abu- 
Becre, Omar, Othman, Gali'a^i/Gabdorachamaa 
tvere Merchants, 

Doft thou efteem thyfelf of better Blood than 
Adatn, from whom thou receivedft thine ? For 
Shame ]prefer not thy Jfelf to Noah, the Reftorer ol 
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Mankind to J efus the Meffias^ to Mahomet our holy 
Law-giver, and to the reft of thofe excellent Perfons 
who thought it no Contempt to work at their feveral 
Trades y and eat the Bread of their own Labours. 

Beiides, doil thou confider the dangerous In« 
trigues of a Princi*s Court f Art thou fufficiently 
arin*d with 'Wit and Dexterity, to fecure thy Sta- 
tion againft the' wily Trains oif designing Men } 
I do not reproach thy Abilities : Yet 1 thmk thoa 
vdlt do better in the Foil allotted thee by Deftiny i 
that is, in thy proper Calling, than in the perilous 
Condition of thofe who iland or fall at the Plea- 
fnre of others. Wheneas thou aft now thy own 
Man, and needeft ftar no Tempefls of State^ or 
Frowns of thy Prinee, (b loi^ as thou purfueft 
none but thy private Al&irs. K&ny Sovereign Mo- 
narchs have envied fuch as thee, when they have 
ieen how cheerfully iind quietly they pafs away 
their Time, under the Umbrella of an oofcure and 
private Life : Whereas at the Court there js no* 
thing but Intriguing, Plotting and Treachery ; one 
ondeiinining another, to make Way for their owa 
Advance. The Court is a perfea Theatre of Fraud, 
Diffimulation, Envyt Malice^ andathonfand Vices, 
winch there 2tEt their various Parts under the Habit 
and Difeuiie of feeming Virtues. There a Man muft 
flatter the Great, and fpeak agaihft his own Senfe, 
and the Truth, to procure the Favour bf fome digni* 
fyM Fool : Than which nothlnj^ is itiorfe ^dble and 
1>afe. 

This puts me in mind of a pka&nt Repartee, which 
Dfegtms the Philofopher gave to a Cburtier. The 
Spark poffing by utegenes as he (at in a Tub eatii^ 
0 Tumeps, put this Scoff upon him ; Diogenes , faid 
be. If thou ^ouldjl hut learn the. Art of flattery^ 
thou neei'ft not fit here in-a Tuh, firanching of Roots* 
To whOtn the Phihfipher reply*d. And thou nfain- 
Igioriota Man, if thou numtifi iuf team t$ tiw contented 

with 
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<ivi>^ 99 homely Fare, . meiPft not condefcend to the 
ta<wHing of a Spamel, 

But Qoufin, let not this Paflage caufe thee to emu- 
late the Philofothir's Manner of Life, for he had 
his Ficest as well other Men. If he was no Flat- 
terer, yet he waa proud and opiniative : He laid 
Trains for the Appfaufe of Men in all his Adlions,, 
and ib taught others to become Flatterers, though he 
was none himfelf. All his pretended Humility^ 
Mortification, and Rigour, were ' but ib many De« 
coys for Fame. Of this Plato was fen^le^ who was 
a far more excellent Philofopher than he. As this 
^age was one Day walking with fome of his Friends 
in the Fields, they ihewM him Diogenes Handing up 
to the Chin in Water, whofe Superficies was frozen 
over, faving one Hole that Diogenes had made for 
himfelf : P«6, (ays Plato, Dor^t regard hi^m, and 
hill foon he out : For had he not feen us coming this 
W<^$ he <would not ha<ve put himfelf to this Pain, 
Another I'ime this Phikfopher came to PlauP^ Honfe 
and as he walked on the rich Carpets with which the 
Floor of the Hall was cover'd : See, faid Diogenes^ 
how Ijr ample on Plato'j Pride, Tes, faid PJato, hut 
with greater Pride. 

Certahily, the greatcft Phf/ojophers, Doctors, and 
even Saints themfclves, ha^ve their Errors and Fail- 
ings. Do not therefore afied to change thy Caliing^^ 
for the Life of a Student or a contemplative Man. 
For the fame Difcontent will Hill haunt thee in^that 
State, which makes thee fo uneafy now : Thou art a 
perfed^ Stranger to the intolerable Anguiih of Mind 
which affli^ 7i/«ii»^,Men,. and fuch as apply them- 
fclves to the Study of tJie Sciences, , They labour under 
a perpetual Thir(l of Knowledge, and themore they 
learn, Uie greater and more ardent is their De£re .of v 
Farther I)ifcoverie8> So that the moft accomplifh'd 
,Sages are no more fatisfy'd with- their .own Acqui- 
•fitipi^, than h|e who has neve): meddled with Books. 

Then 
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Then as tD their Bodies, they are always vexed with 
one Malady-Tor other, proceedi^ fronlthe Violent Agi- 
tation of their Spirits, the Intcntenefs of their Thoughts, 
perpetual poringoipon Boois^ and their fedentary Life. 

In all that t have faid, I do hot diiTuade thee 



to read Books,, and I gave thee the fame Advice ifa a 
former Letter : But do it with Modmtion. Let not 
thy Studies intrench on the Aflairs of thy Calling: 
R%hd'HifiorieJ, 6r other Tra£fs according to thy Fan- 
eyv when thoa haft'nothing elie to do. 'But do not 
follow it clofe, as if thou afpired'ft to the Chara- 
cter of a ooihpieat Hi/forian or Phohfopher, Still rfc- 
mensber, t|iat thou art a Turbant Maker ^ and that by 
the Decrees oVFaU thou art born for this Bufinefs. 
Folbw it with Alacrity and Mirth. When thou art 
at thy Work, *twill be pleafant medkating on what 
tkou ihail read at thy fpare Hours. Thou wilt find 
thy ielf madi more happy, in thus mixing Studied 
with the Hecefliry Offices of fh^ Trade^ thisin in aban^ 
dotting thy feff wholly to a contemplati^ie Life. And 
in tlm midft of thy Pffgufts^ thou;may*ll comfort th^y 
felf with- this Refle6:ion, that thou' arf of none ^f the 
moft defpicable Callings, which fehre the Neceffiti69 
of Man*s Body. Had thy EmpToyment been only 
to make PapoucBes or Sandtih, which cover the Fbet, 
it might' have been an Argumtnt of Difcfontent to^thte, 
in regard chei^tlOl is flitt moft contemptiblerMettfber i» 
the S)dy . - But riow thou paiftft thy Time in makings 
Orhametots for the Head, which is the nobM Part, 
and Commander of all the Refl^, thou h^ft no Reaibn 
tOJtepiiie. ' • .' > 

. If, afberal^, thou refol veil to change thy Courfe of 
Life^ I advife thee to turn SMier^ for then tb6n muftr 
lie tontemed and patient /rt^ Eoh»» : - 

Paris, 13/^ of)fh€.^k Mm^ . • , - 
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LETTER XVIL 

Sr<7 Melee. Amet 

XH £ Nascarenes boaft mach of the new Ccm^ 
*verts they have made from the Muffulmmu Lava . 
Faith of ye/uf the Son of Mary. On the 2 
of thfi lad Mp9Ht a I^r of Tripoli was baptxzM in 
a CbMTtb of this City ; and the next Day he was 
atmntfd with their Chrifm or b^fy Oil (as they call 
it) which they fav has a Virtue to confirm and 
ftrengthen him in nis new Religion. On the 2cth 
he was cloath^d all in white Linen^ and walk*a in 
Proceffion through the Streets with Mufolt playing 
before Vm, whiUl the Ground was mewed with 
FUwiTit, When he arriv'4 at the sreat Mojch of this 
City, a frieftgw him that whidi they efteem the 
B0dy of the Mifflas^ but in reality is oiUy a Wafer^ 
with the Figure of a Man crucified on it. Theie 
Wafers are made and fold to the Priefts by the com- 
mon Bakers of the Town, and yet they make the 
poor ignorant Peopk bdieve, mxh four Words they 
can CMnee !em into an immortal God. 

The Ksnegade Moor appears very aealous and de- 
vout, frequenting the Temples ; and vifiting all holy 
Places. He walks along the Streets with Beads in 
his Hand* which the Pe<^Ie intei'pref as an Argu- 
ment <tf his Piety to the Firgin Mafy the Mother 
of yejus. For when they pray to her, it is the Cus- 
tom to number their OreUfoms on Beads, But all this 
while thev^confider not &at he may be an Hypocrite 
as to their Religka, aikd inftead of addr«ffing his 
Prayers to her, may direct them to God alone ; ^ as 
all the true Faithful do> who ufe Beads in rehearfing 
the di<vine Ejaculations as well as the Cbrifiians in re- 
peating their An)e Maria^ which diey iay was the Sn- 
lutation that Gabriel fpM the FitgisSf when he en- 
le^d her Oratory. 
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Be it how it will, hcjeets abundance of Money by 
his Devotion : For the franks are really very charita- 
ble, and give plentiful Alms to the Foor : but cfpecl* 
ally to one under his Circumftances they are extremely 
iiberal, that fo they may imprint in him a more fer- 
vent Affie£Uoii, and profound Reverence for their 
Rtligion, 

But he is not the onlv Convert they brag of. Ma-^ 
hjr Captivet they eitner wheedle, or force to turn 
Chriftians, Thus, he that was taken at Sea by the 
Ships of Malta twelve Year ago, when it was re- 
ported through Cbrifiendom that he was the Grand 
Seignior^s Son, is of late turn'd CbriJIiitn and Friar ^ 
having folemnly and in Publick abjured the MuffuU 
man Law, curs'd our holy Frofhet, and all thoJc of 
his Race, with the Believers oif the Alcoran. He li' 
like to co?ne to great Preferments in the ^oman 
Church: they call him. the Ottoman Fatheri and 
boaft that ' the true Heir of the Turkffi Empire is a 
Chrtftian, and in their CuHody. 

Yet after all, the Frofelyte of gre^teft Fame is Don, 
Philippe, the Son of the ofTW^y/V, of whom I 
made mention in one of my former Letters. This 
Ffin^f is now at f^^lenfi^^. W^i^T jhe King pf Stait^^ 
Jurifdioion^ whp allows him a ^nfid^rab>le ^enfon^ 
and h^ given him leave to marry a Princefs of that 
Country, very beautiful and ingenious, but of a poor 
Fortune : He has one Son by her. 'Tis faid the 
King of Spain defigns to fpt forth a mighty Fleet of 
Ships ; and having fumifhM this Frince with all 
t'hiiigs neceifary for a warlilfe expedition, ^11 fend 
him thus equip^d to claim the Go<^emmenf fif Tunis ^ 
or in cafe of Denial, to make a pefcent in t|)9t Kingr 
iom and fight for it. But I believe this will only 
- prove a Spanijb Rodomontade, that Monarch having 
Work enough cut but for him in Europe and America 
by the French and Er^UJh, to divert him from any 
fuch wild Enterpize on Africk, However it be 



Digitized by 



114 Le T f ERS ^fVif/ ^ Vol. V* 

this Don PhtJippo is mdch talk'd of in. Chrifiendom, 
and the Spaniards flatter themfelves with the Hopes 
of conquering a great Part of Barbary by his means, 
he having many Friends, and a confiderabic Intereff 
in thofe Parts, 

Thou may'ft acquaint the Divan, that 0/man the 
Dnjuarfh ftill living, and ferves the Porte with a fe- 
cret and untainted Zeal. Two Days ago he difcover- 
cfd a cunning Pradlice of Cardinal Mazarini, whofc 
Motions and Intrigues he watches very narrowly. 
He alTures me, that this Miniffer has difpatched 
away two Agents to the King of Swjeden and EleSlor 
of Brandenburg, with a Letter to each of thefe Princes 
from the King of France^ alfo with blank Papers, 
and the King\ Seal, giving them Inftr iftions to fill 
up thofe Blanks, and Seal them with the Kir^'^s 
Signet^ according as they found the Treaty go for- 
ward between thofe Princes. The main Defign of 
this Trick being to hinder them from entring in* 
to. a League agamft the JlT/w^ of Poland, by ^11 the 
Artifice thefe Agents could ufe, in exaftly timing; 
and fuiting their Counterfeit Letters, to the Di^ 
culties and Mifunderftandings that always happen 
in fuch Treaties, that fo they may exafperate each 
Tarty againft the other, as Occafion ofFer'd, without 
being obligM to fend to France for frelh Letters, 
which would breed too much Delay, and fpoil their 
Defign. 

By this thou may'ft perceive, that Cardinal Ma- 
Zarini comes not fhort of his Predeceflbr Richelieu, 
in managing the AiFairs of Foreign Courts, He is 
the yerjrSoul of all *t he grand Bufincfs in Ci&r/^^«- 
domi 

A geueraL Heart burning has poffefeM the French^ 
efpecially the. Inhabitants of Paris, ever fince the 
Conclufion of the laft Year, when the King ifTued 
out certain Orders, commanding that all the Oold 
and Silver-money in the Kingdom ihould be brought 

into 
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into hu Mint to be new com'd. The Merchanti Brft 
compUln*d of this Eifi£f $ and then it was tnurmur'd 
at by all the Trading People. At length tke Pary 
liament of Paris took it into their Confideration, 
and oppofed the King^ Pleafure : upon which he ba- 
ni(hed eight of their Membersy and has (everal 
Times prohibited them to ailemble ; yet they peiv 
£iled to meet, / till ; he b^niifaed more ' of them/: 
Which inftead of aWing them into the exp^ded 
Compliances, has but incensM them more : And the 
difcontented Clergy blow up the Coals, as do Ukewife 
the Friends of the Frinee of Conde. The Parliament 
are very bold and peremptory in their Proceedings, 
having exprefsly forbid the Citizens of Parts to 
obey the Kingh Order; and dwreed that nothing 
lhall be done in their JJ/emhlyyXm the banifiiM Sena- 
be recalPd- j ' , ; '1/ ■'.•/[ 

Things being at th» pais, we.e3q>ea nothing but 
Infurredtions» ^laffacres, 'and other EfFefts of popu- . 
lar Fury. The Rich arp laying in vijt QuairtitieY 
of C«>rn and other Proyifions,. as if they expelled a 
Siege. And the Poor fare the better for it, whilft 
great Largeffcs are given among them by the Oran-f 
dees of Parliament y U> engage them in thq 
TaSlion, Bclides, thou tnowell, the Multitude al* 
ways delight in Novelty and State -Tempefts, hoping 
for Plunder, and to enrich tfiemfelves by the Ruin^ 
others^ 

I know not what Condud is Cttefl fpr me,to. ufe 
in this Cafe. Whether it will be beli for me to 
abide in this City, , or follow the Court y, which is 
now at La Fere in Picardy : . Or whetW 1 Ihoula 
fetire to fome other Pl^ce, lefs liable to civil Dif- 
turbances. I wilh the Minifiers of the Porte, y/ould 
fend me full rnIbuaions,: 'what' I ought to do m- 
thefe Emergencies. 

From Rome we liear, that the Fope znd Cardinals. 
are in great Conftemation on-fbmc Intelligence they 

have 
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have receivM, that the EngUfl? intend to make a 
De/cent on the Territories of the Church* That Na- 
tiott is now become the great BUg-'hear of*alI Europe^ 
£nce they have mold^ themfelves into a Common- 
nvealth. 

Every Kingdom and Empire has a Time to rife, and 
linother to fall. But who can determine the Period 
wherein the Ottoman Glory will decline^ which h 
not yet advanc'd to Its Zenith f . 

Paris, zjthofthe^thMoon, . 
tf the Tear i6s6. 



LETTER XVIII. 

T 7 Scdrce Al* Giraw'n, Chief tnafuref 
to the Grand Seignior. 

THY Virtues have at length raifcd thee to a 
glorious Trug, the Charge of immcnfe Wealth. 
Thou haft in thy Cuftody the Riches which cannot 
be jpfiatch'd in the Univerfe, Gop iiU^ire thee, ^'n% 
Graces fuitabJe to a Dignih fb foil of Temptations. 
1 hope thou wilt not be af&onted at my Prayer, as 
was thy PredecelTor Kienan Bafa, at fomc Counfels 
of like Nature, which I gave him in a Letter, Some 
Men are ftran^ely cholerick, and look on thofe as 
jEnemies who give them good Advice. I only warn* 
ed him ot the ordinary Cheats that are praftifedat 
jcertaiji Times in the Treafufy^ which thou know*fl 
to be true, as well as I. And 1 tell, thee ferther, he 
himfelf was fufpefted by many in the Seragiio not 
to have been altogether exempt From Guilt. 

Whether he were or not, I perform'd but ifty 
Duty in giving him ^eCeflary Cautions. For, fuch 
is the Will of my Superten^ that I ihould not be 

afraid 



Digitized by 



Vol. V. <^ Sp Y P A a IS. J 17 

a&aid to nnraTel the Secrets of diofe that are falfe 
to the Grand Seignior, I did not charge him with 
fuch a Crime, and therefore he had no Reafon to 
be angry : But fo.ne Men will pick a Quarrel with 
their own Shadows. In a Word, this Grandee for- 
got himfelf. 

In faying foy I do not reiledl on his Or/j^/W, or 
that he was found fleeping on a Dunghil in Ruffian 
a poor ragged Infant, when the Tartars took him 
captive, among many Thoufands of others, in the 
Plunder of IJinarcnuy and fold 'em to the Capa Agaji, 
for thirteen Piafiers, by Reafon of his Beaat)^. I 
do not call to mind the CircumHances of his Youth ; 
fince *tis common for the meaneft Slaves to arrive 
at an extraordinary Grandeur by their Merits, or at ' 
leaft through the Favour of the Sultan. 

But what I aim at is, that in his being difgulled 
at the Renionflrances I have made of (bnoe private and 
iiniAer Practices in the Treafury^ he forgot that he 
himfelf is ftill a ^la^e to the Grand Siigniot as wcfl 
as Ir and there .'ore not above InftroAion. 
' Well, it feems he is now ma^e Captain Bajfa^ 
and thou fucceedeft him in the OfEce of Treafurer, 
To l^im I wifli all imaginable Succels and Vi£lories at 
Sea, for the Sake of -cur Great Majler^ and the 
Mttffulman Empire ; to thee for thy own Sake, "and % 
for my Brother's, whom I know thou wilt ever 
rcfped as a Friend, ! wifli Incrcafc of Riches and 
Honours, even as thy Merits and Services augment in 
the of the Suhan^ and of all the World. 

And I tell thee, I Jiave far livelier Hopes tb fee 
this latter Wi(h take Effeft than the former : For 
what Reafon have we to expert better Luck from 
the Courage or Condu^l of this Ourcos XSenan^ than 
frorii the brave Zornefan Muftaphu; who commanded 
the fleet laft Year ? 

This unhappy Thought has put; me into as me- 
lanchoty a Humour, as ^n*as was in when the 

of 
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of Carthage required an Account of the Trojan 
Wars, For I have heard that Cara Muftapha Bajfa, 
fttcceeded Z^/f«^»in the Command of the Fleet, and 
in the Revolution of a Moon was made M/tnfoul 
again, for the fake^of Kienan JBaJfa, or rather for 
the fake of the licentious Soldiers, who it ieems 
comniand all Things. I have been inform^ alfo 
of all the other Tragedies aded at the Seraglio, fince 
the fecond Moon of this Year. Neither are the Gau&s 
and Origin of io much Slaughter and Blood-fhed hid . 
from me. 'Tis too .apparent, that there is an uni- 
verfal Diforder and Corruption in the Difcipline of 
the Janixaries, 

: I formerly wrote to the. Kiaya Bey on this Account, 
But it feems Avarice, the Root of all iEvii^ had. ren- 
dered him infeniible and obdurate. 

Is it not a Shame that the Pay of thoie who ferve 
the Grand Seignior in the Wars, ihould be deCainM 
not three, or four Moons, but five or fix Tears, by 
their, corrupt Officers? they fit at hon^ enjoying 
their Eafe, revelling in Taverns, and committing a 
thoufand Riots j whilfi the others undergo niiili- 
berlefs Fatigues abroad, and are reduced to the ex«- 
tremeft Neceffities, . not having fo mucJi. a^ Jthe 
Vefts allowed *em by the Sultan^ to coyer their Na- 
kedne&4 And if they complain of their Sufferings, 
infiead of Redi^i^, they meet with, nothing but 
Taunts and Reproaches, as if &ey {Were n«)t( worthy 
taeat the Bread and S^it, though they free^/' 

ly hazard their Lives for him, It i« no Wonder, thc: 
yjanixaries are {b unbridled in their Rage, : after fo 
many Provocation*. 

Yet I cannot but lament the Fate of thofe un- 
fortunate Men, who were facrificed to .the Fijry of 
.thjat infoj^t Militia : Efpecjaljy i condole 'the/Lpf* ^ 
of the brave Solyman Kysclir Aga, . Th^ JantXfarjes 
liad an. old (rradge lag^ipft him, ever &nce his hot 
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i5ifpate with the Boftangi BaJJa^ and now they were 
refolved to execute their Revenge. 
. As-for the Kiaya Bey, it feems to be a Stroke of 4V- 
vifie Juftice, that he who had been the Caufe of all 
this Mutiny, ftiould in Remorfe llrangle hinfelf, and 
ib go to He//, as an Expiation for the many Lives he 
iiad call away. 

And there's little lefs to be (aid, in refpedl of the 
Mu/H who was Chcif of thofe that betray 'd their Maf- 
ter, Su/tan Ibrahim, To tell thee my true Refeiitments, 
I am heartily forry for all the Reft : But to thofe who 
were concerned in that Treafon, theie feems no Pity 
^ue. And the Mufti may thank God and his good 
Stars, that his Life went not with the Others. They 
ieport here, he is fled into Egypt. 

But what was that Ge/ef AJfan, who headed this 
Rabble of Mutineers ? I have heard nothing of 
him, before the Intelligence I received of his fud- 
den Rife, and equally precipitate Fall, during this 
Tumult. He was, I fuppole, fome pafKonate Fool, 
of an ill contrived Midriff, which us'd to make a 
Quarrel between his Heart and his Spleen : And 
from this inteftine Broil, he habitually learnM the 
Way to fet People together by the Ears. A po- 
pular Man, an Incendiary, and one that knew how 
to wheedle the Vulgar to his own Ruin. Who 
,can give an Accofmt of thefe Things ?, Or, who 
can unravel the Webof Deftiny ? Though there's no- 
thing .Urange in his particular Cafe, yet in the 
general 'tis prodigious, that fuch little Inftru- 
ments Ihould be able to give fo terrible a Shock 
'to thfe Frame of an ancient and mighty Govern- 
ment? 

He was a 'Man Of no Fame or Charafter, and yet 
for the Space of two Moons, he' may be faid to com- 
mand the greateft Sovereign in the World, fole Pro- 
prietor of Fame and Honour. And had he pufti'd 
xn his Intereft, 'tis not improbable, but that iie 
.' might 
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might have halted himfelf above his Mafter, and 
fecured his Poft againft all After claps. For ac- 
cordingto my Intelligence, he had, during tKe Se-- 
ditiori, heap*d together prodigious Sums of Mo- 
ney, the Prclents of Bajfas and' other MiniJUrs of 
the "Porte^ all ador'd this new rifmg C^^wf/, and 
fought his Proteftion and Favour againft the bar- 
barous Rabble. But it fcems he was- infatuated 
w ith too much Glory, and confider'd not that eve- 
ry Body watch all Opportunities and Occafions 
to ruin him : And that his very Folios^ ers would 
be the firft to betray him, as foon as the Hurry of 
their InfurreSiion was over. This generally happens 
to all Ringleaders of Parties, When once the Spi- 
rits of a are (pent, the (which conliU 
of Regret and Connilion) are difcharged on thofc 
who fii ft fermented them, mixM with the Revenge 
of the State. , 

There ate' abundance of Gi'eat and Brave Men 
gone : But the old Negidher was of their Council, 
atid he brought them to Ruin, as he did the Corch 
of Mecca^ when they confpired againft the Life of 
the Prophet. This Devil enter'd the Temple (where 
they were aftembled) in the Shape of- an ancient 
Man, decrepid and leaning on a Crutch : And when 
he was commanded to withdraw, he told them. He 
nvas /t SemUr, uuho had feen all Ages^ and remark'' d 
the Occurences of Time ; thai he was expert in an* 
folding Secrets, and rendritig difficult Things eaj^. In 
a Word, he ufed fo many plaufible Inftnuations, that 
they admitted him "into their Aftembly. But none 
of their Counfels profpcr'd. 

That malicious D<^mon is often prefent in the Ca- 
bals of feditious Men ; and though they fee him not, 
yet he fecretly undermines their Plots, and brings 
^em to Shame and Punifhment. For he is the Spi- 
rit of Envy ; and though he be himfelf a Rebel, and 
the Ringleader of a Fa&iw in the Kingdom of the 
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Jin yet (ach is his fpiceful Nature, that he feldooi 
fufffers any Rebellion to thrive on Earth : ^ Not for anf 
Love that he bears to Goi/emntent, but becaufe he de- 
lights to bea^Uve in Mifchief, be it what it will ; and 
the Guardian spirits will not fu^r him to mix with 
the eftabliihM Divans of an Empire. 

The All-good God preferve thee from theMallce of 
wicked Damons that always hover about Treafures of 
QoldzxA Silver. 

Paris, zid %f the ftb MwHy 
o/lheTear^OsS. 



LETTER XIX. 
To the fame. 

THE Troubles of the SttMime Pwt^ touch'd me 
fo nearly, and embarkM my Soul in fuch a 
Tempeft of foUicitous Thoughts and Anxieties for the 
H<mour and Safety of the Ofman Empire, that I had 
no Leifoic to think of my own particular Hazards whilft 
I was writing the other Letter. Yet I have been en- 
gulph'd in abundance of yexatioKs Circumftances and 
perilous Accidents* 

It generally happens, that when one Misfortune be- 
fals a Man, it brin^ a Train along ^ith it. So that at 
fome.Seafons We fecm to be'befieg'd with Evils, or at 
leaft (b clofely block'd up by an Army of Calamities, 
that there is no Fai&ge left open either ibr Relief or 
Intelligence. 

So has it fiired with me of late, and virith thou- 
fac^ of others, I doubt not, in this populous Q'u 
ty. The Rebellion <^ the Prince of. Conde is the 
Occafion of all this. For the Kin^; Itavingfomc 
Reafons to apprehend a fecret Conipiracy of the 
Prince's Friends and Well-wiiheft m f^'xaAd other 
G Places 
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Places, has caaied a vtiy fevere Scrutiny <o be made 
pf all Strangers ind Sojourners. The Souhafirs or 
Officers go to every Honfe within their Precinft,,tak- 
iog down the Names of all the Inhabitants in writing, 
and feizing the VetSons of thofe whom they fufpea. 
The Prifons are filled with People of all Ranks, and 
the Nobles are fent to the Cajile in the Wood of Fin- 
cieimes. 'Tis faid, the King has a Lift of many Thou- 
fands of Candid Party in P«r//, who defigned, on a 
prefixed Day, to take up Arms for that Prince, and 
that their Example wooldiiave been ldllov»€d all over 
the KinedoQi. 

God knows what is in the Hearts of thefe Infidels : 
1 am fure li/Lahmut is wholly a ftranger to their 
Plots. Tho' kft ¥ear I recemd certain Inftrudions 
from the VMr Aztm, comn&nding me to zSt fecrec« 
ly in the Prince of GsM^'sfiekalf, to abet the Faaion^ 
and ule all the Endcavoto and Art I could, to raife 
a -oew Party icx jum am«i|g die-CbnitierB. 4«t I 
«vav*d fo' dvigerous an Employment, by propojing 
to him die vaft Expences it woald feiiaire, and the'Ke- 
toeffity of feixiiog umir extnuMdiBary Embafly to this 
Court to oomittiiftiice thefiafiaefs. To^l thee the 
Truth,! efteemM ira Thing imprafUeablejaad a mere 
Caprice of that adliye ^4^, wlio^iad<a natural Kind.- 
nete for Rebels, and delighted to hav&aHand in diffi^ 
cult Undettakiags, if^kflber tiiere was any Xikeli« 
)uMd of Succefs or-not. 

But he is dead, and let that-alone for all his Re- 
bellions, when he bad the Comm^ of ^j^/!^. I love 
not to load the dfjuurted Sauls with Accufatio&&. 
What I have to fay is in my own Vindication, who 
oonid not approve kts pliHck Cbifktera : la reg^. 
iiad it fncceeded, no Profit or Advaaistge wouU 
firom thenca ariie to the Ottoman Empire ; And had 
it been dtfeovcr^d, not oaly I, and all the Secrets of 
my Commi&n wai:dd have lain open to the Infidels, 
but alio it wxmld have ' been aa etenal PifliODOiir and 
f Blemfih 
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Bktxdfh to the high reipleadent Farte, to be found 

failty of viojating, in io notorious a Manner, the 
aith it had given to the moft ancient and puiiTanc 
Monarchy among the Nazarenes, 

BeAdes, I lcnow not but this MJniiler had a pri- 
tvate Grudge againll me, for accufing him formerly to 
the Difvan^ t'^h^n, he held Correfppndence ^yith the 
Vtnetmns ': And, that he fludied this Way to be re- 
veng*d» by <;inpIoying meinan Afair which muilneed^ 
be my Ruin. . However I think X had Rea£bn to bp 
cautious and apprehen£ve of the woril:. This made m^ 
difpatch to him a Letter fliU of fpecious Umbrages, 



fach Difficulties^ as would divert him from £u-ther 
Thoughts of it. - 
Yet ^r all, I have bl^en really brought into 
Danger, x>n the bar^ fufpic^ion, of being ^oif^ernM on 
fhe Prince of Onde*s fide ; by which thou may'ft 
guefs at theConitq^eQCC had I hearkenM to the risur's 
Advice. 

One Momingc^rly the Officers appointed for this 
Purpofe enter'4 niy Chamber ; And having demanded 
my N^^ie^iBufinefs^^and Quality, lanfwerM, * My 

* Name was Tti4(s Durhch Ni^i ; but l^t for 
« j[boi:inffs, ^nd to d^nofe -my Country, I was com- 

* n^oulycaird, %ti$is the Jd^f^^viani d^nd that by 
pipis NaA^e ( was well known to Cardinal Maxarini^ 

* as I had been to his Pr^d^flbr RU^elitu^ anidotlver 

* .Coartiers>Q(g)Feat Quality. I told theni likewifej 

* that I was ^ Cl«f^s . yvhQiDnderjl^ood fome foreign 

* Langu^eeSy .and ther^jbre^ had b^en often emp]oy*d 
*,by tl^(e.(i2/yitf?4//f. in Xfanflating ^ooks out of 

* firfuk and ArahUk^ ve^o h^in and French : For 

* wbicbReafon^eipg recomiAended by Cardinal Ri^ 

* ^hU^t X had.been ifKrpdiiced into the Acquaintance 
*. bCfeveral Nobles, wbpfe Children I taught thofc 
' X^a^ages : Al^d 4ha$fori|e>of |hem had{>romifed to 

* DViik^me,Cujt^t^pfSt.^^W8 Chi|f$;h» asfoqn as 




^ it-was vacant. 
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They feeiuM to 'be very well fatisfy'd with what 
I faid ; but told me moreover^ They had a Commif- 
fion to fiarch my Lodgings for Arms and Treafoftabh 
Papers. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the 'Horror I was in» 
when I -iaw them go roundly to ivork, prying into 
every -Comer, andiearching my Trunks, Coffers, 
and even my Bed itfelf. ^ Not that I had any Guih 
upon me of concealing either Arms or Papers relating 
to iKit-Cott^racyj bat my Concern was for my Box 
of Letters to theMmiftersofthe Porte. Asfbr Arms, 
they fonnd no other but an old Sword, which 1 told 
them I traveird with out of my own Country, and 
a Biate of Piflols for the fame U(e, to defend me 
from Kobbers, Ailafiins, and other Injuries.^ 

Thtfe Fellows feem*d miehtily pleased with the 
carious Workmanfliipof my Weapons, furvey*d than 
all over, and having drawn my Sword out of the 
Scabbard, and made a Pafs or two with it againft the 
Wall, after the French Mode of Fencing, they put it 
up again telling me, They Bad m Authority to takt 
thefe Arms from me, fince they wire neceffary for my 
Defend. But when they came to m^ Box of Let- 
ters, and few'them written in a ilrange Chara£ter, 
which* n^ of them could read, they legan to look 
en. one miother, and change their Countenance, as if 
^eie were fome dangerous Matter contaiif d in thefe 
Papers, and therefore writ in Cyphers. 

They went afide to one End of the Chamber, 
whifpering together, and nodding their Heads widi 
.all the Symptoms <^ Jealoufy. At length, I inter- 
rupting them, faid, You need not. Gentlemen, be 

concem'd about thefe Papers : They were left 

with me by a Merchant-7w of my Acquaintance 
*« and they are Letters of Correfpondence, between 

him and fome of his Brethren at Rome^ Venice, 
** Amferdam,9,ndothtr?lsLCt8inEMrope. *Tts there- 
^* ftire they are written in a Charader which toyoa 
* " appears 
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" appears ftrange, it being Hehrenv^ the National 
" Langii^ of the Jews^ They contain only Mat- 
*• ters^of Traffick, being Letters of Mart and Ex- 
" change : For you know the Je^s arc the greateft 
" Merchants, Brokers, and Bankers in the World.'* 

Thefe Words with fome Gold which I gave them 
difpers'd all their Sufpicions, clear*d up their cloudy 
FrowSy and turnM their Frowns into Smiles and com- 
plimental Addrcfles . They told me, I was a *vety ha^ 
ntft Matif and they nxould do me 'what Service thef 
cmld> So bid me adieu. 

By this thou may'il ice the mighty Power of that 
charming Metal, which commands all Things. For» 
whatever I could have faid without that had been 
infi^ntiicant. ButthefeMi^/m melted into an In- 
difcrence at the firft Sight of gliftering fifieles \ and 
wbea I had once rendered them thus dudile, *twas 
eafy to frame them to the moft devout Appearance of 
Refpe£t and Priendfhip. They promifed and fwore 
no Hurt ihould be done me. 

But I knew the Ficklenefs of human Fidelity bet-' 
ter thaii to repoie any great Confidence in thefe Mens 
Words. As foon as they were gone, I convey'd my 
Letters to Eliaehim, who could eafily conceal them 
in any private Corner of his Houfe, deiiring him to 
funx^ me with fome Letters of indifferent Con- 
cerns written in Hiirenv, that if thefe Searchers 
iliould come again, and demand a Second View of . 
my Boxi perhaps with Deiign to carry it to fome Mi* 
ni^r of State, I might have thofe Heiretv Di/patcbes 
ready to ihew, which being put in the fame Box, 
would not be known from the other by fuch ignorant 
Fellows, to whom Hebrenv^ Arabici^ and Cbinefe 
were all alike, and fo I ihould be acquitted from ui 
future Trouble of this Nature. 

And this Event anfwerM my Expe^Ution : For, 
within three Days the fame Men came again, with 
others in their Company, pretending they had freQi 
G 3 Warrants 
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Warrants^ and were fworn to be impartial Where- 
fore I was-forc'd to attend them, whilft they carried 
both me and my Box before a Cadiy or Ju^, who 
having examinM very ftriftly concerning my Nanrte, 
Country, Religion, and other Matters, andfeeming 
\^cn fatisfyM with all my Anfwers, at laft fent for a 
Pricft well vers'd in the Hebrew Tongue, ordering 
him to perufe the Letters i which when he had done, 
he alTurcd the Cadu that there was not a Word in any 
of them relating to the State, being purely Matters of 
private Contratls, and Bargains between Merchant- 
Correfpondents with Bills of Lading, £s^f . So I had 
my Box of Sham-Letters reftor*d to mc again, and 
i<as honourably difmifs*d. 

Yet tho' this ftorm was foon blown over, I wa^ 
viery near running on Rocks and Sands thro' the Perfe- 
cution of thy Predeceffor Ktenan Baffoy and Kifur 
Bfamekc, witfrmany others iii the Sirdglh: TH© 
firft keepingfrom me the PettfandXlo^^^hytheprartd- 
Seignior j ^hefecondcitberfthdingmenolriteiligentd^ 
<«• dfe bafllihg rile with trifling News, nothing to the 
Pcfrpofe ; the rcfrafp6rfing mc to the Mibifers 6f 
the Difvan, 

I dt^re tht6 fo'fend-m^the Arreitfs that are behirid- 
f6r die Space of nineteen Moons, as thou wi^t find in 
Begipr of the Hd/ka. Had it ndt hten for £i/d^ 
that Koneft Je^\ I flibold hkvte b^cA inlifd iik 
thi^ Plate for \^r^t of Money. 

I need not fay nloi'e to thee, who know** fh« 
Gohf is the GraAiit TahfmAn, which works all thd 
Miraclts 'm the Worlds 

Paris, tzdoftfjM jth Moon^ 
of the Year 1656. 

End of th Secokd Book. 

LET- 
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LETTER t 

WHO can penetrate into the mfieri" 
ous ConduB of Beftin^ : Whctlicr 
God governs this Woiid by the In* 
Jlumce of the Starsy or by the Mi- 
niilry of Spirits, or by his own imme- 
diate Power I Or whether all Things did not proceed 
frwi dance, and are Hill rul'd by the fame ? Be it 
how it will, there remains fomething adorable. 
Eve&AhsLt Chance itfelf, fuppoiing Epicurus^s Opi. 
nioa txuCf is worthy of Supreme Honours and Sacri-^ 
fees, which has, with fuch exquiiite Luck, per- 
lbrm*d ail the Parts of infinite Wifdom, and Fore- 
G 4 cali 
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caft in forjninff and prefervingr the Vniverfe. Were 
laDifcipleof thaxPhilofopber^ every Morning when 
I beheld the rifing Son, and at Mid-Day when I faw: 
him dimb the Meridian, and in the Eveninjr when 
he takes his Conge of this upper World to yiilt. our 
Antipodiiy would I with profoundeil Veneration cry 
out, ,0 eternal Chance t O omnifetent Cafualty ! O 
incomprehenfibh Blindnejst I adore thee, I hum In^ 
cenfe to thee, and do afl Things which the duller Sort 
of Mortals think are only due to an All-wife^ AlU 
goody and an All-mighty G o D . ^hus would I addrefs 
to that infinltii Fell^-Mell of Atoms^ could I believe 
with Epicunuy that from fbch an inconceivable i7«r^- 
B^rfyt proceeded all this admirable Beauty and Order 
which we behold. 

Thou wilt perceive by thk, that I am religioufly 
difpofed ; and rather than not adore fome Supreme 
Beings I wQujd make a Deity of that which to othera, 
is the Fountain of Atheifm, And I think there is Rea- 
fon on my Side. For let this World be produced how 
ifwill, whether by the cafual Coneourfe of Atoms^ 
or by the deliberate A£l of an eternal Mind! whe- 
ther it be eternally Self-exiftenr, acccording to the 
Stoicksy or by the genuine Refultof the divine Ideas, 
as the Platonifts fay ; it is but jnHthat we (hould pay 
the moil devout and grateful AcknowledgmeAC? 10^ 
the Source of fo many immenfe Prod%ies and 
Wonders. 

But then, what (hall we fay for all the E F IL 
that appears in the World ?, That there is fuch* a 
Thing as EF2L fcatter*d up and down through, 
p.ll the Ranks of Beings, and as it were blended and 
rivetted in their very EfFences, is manifcft at firft 
View ; ' and every Man has his ffiare of this Epide- 
mical Contagion. But whence it proceeds wlio 
can inform me ? I am nc? the firft that have afk'd 
the Queftion. Many Years ago the inquifitive World 
wa bufy in fearching out the Root of E V I L. And 

there 

\ 
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tbere weiv almofl as many Opinions aboat it^ as there 
were Ifations on Earth. 

Some al&ited, that all EVIL came out of the 
Norti < Othcrt derive it from the South ; as if the 
two Poles were the Centres and native Scats of 
this Malady of the World. But thefe feem to be 
Men of ihort Difcourfe, and (hallow Reafon» fu- 
pinely credulous, and willing to take up with any 
thing rather than to be at the Pains of attentive Coay 
tempiation. 

Yet this Opinion has fo for prcvail'd in thefe ^Fi- 
Jtem Parts, that the Nazarene Priefts, when they ce- 
lebrate their Ma/s, ftand on the North-fide of the 
Mar at the Reading of the Gofpel^ turning their 
Back to that Quarter of the World. And the Rca* 
fon they give for this Ceremony is, becaufe in the 
written Laiv h is faid, Out of the North comej alt 
EVIL, I have heard them lerioufly maintain this 
Argument. Bat God knows whether there be any 
fucn Place in the ivritten Lanv, or no ; or, if there 
be, wl^ether it muil be taken in this Senfe. Tet I 
muft confefs ^he Romans have fome Reafon to be- 
lieve it, Jhavmg ejnpcrimentally felt a great Deal of 
EVIL mn^ the Northern Goths and Vandals j who, 
in former Ages, ru(h'd out of their frozen Regions^ 
and came down like a Torrent upon Italy, and other 
Parts of Europe, making Havock of all Things Crvil 
and Sacred. And if this be the Ground of their Ce* 
remony, they have greater Reafon now to changie 
their Station, and turn their Backs to the South-Baft 
having, been muck more fatally handled by the vi^W- 
rl&CLsMiJhlmans. • 

The 2LTicknt Parthfans, held, that there were /^va 
Principles or Sources of all Things, viz. GOOD 
and EVIL ; and that there has been an eternal 
Quarr^ between them ; bur in the End-, they fay, 
the G O O D (hall get the Viftory , and exterminate 
l^EVIL: This Opinion was emfaiaced by a 
G 5 SeOs 
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SeSs of CbriftioMi whom they call Manicbees. The 
Founder of that Se& was a Perjtan by Birth : His 
Name was Mams^ a very learned Man, as Records 
of the Eaft teilify ; yet the Cbriftians rank him amoiig. 
the moft pernicious Heritich, He taught, 'that Wim 
nvMs, the Blood of Di*uUs ; and therefore forbad it ta 
bis I^pllowers. Healfo prohibited thefleih of Ani- 
mals. This he learned fiiom the Pnefts of Egypt, 
where he reiided a oonfiderabk Time. 

But to return to the Sentiments of Men concern* 
lag the Origin fAEVlL, There are foine who af* 
^rm God is the Author of it ; which is not &r frooi 
Blafphemy. Others fay that when the De^ih were 
exterminated from the Earth, they in Rerengje fow^dh 
the Seeds of £ T / Z in the Univerfe. But that of 
the Stokh ftems the mod plaufible to me : For they 
aflerted, that nothing b E V I L oi itfelf, but that 
xke Contrariety whicnwe behold in the World is very 
good, and conduces to eftabli(h the Order and Oeco* 
nomy of all Things. 

My dear Bgnet^ doii^ dleem me an Atheift^ b^- 
caufe of the Liberty I take in difcourfing of thefie 
myfterious Things. There are a Sort of People heri 
in the Wefty whom they call Dttfts^ that is. Men 
profeifing the Belief of a Go d. Creator of the World 
but Scff ticks in all Thines elfe. They have no 
implicit Fai^ in Hifiorical Religion^ but think it the 
Part of Men, as they are endued with Reafoh, to call 
in queftion the Writings of Mortal^ like tliemfdves, 
though they had the Character of the greafeft Pro" 
fhfis. Thus they think it no Sin to canfafs the $00^ 
of Mo/esy and the Heirew PripHets, the Go^I of 
yifas the Son of Maty, and the Alcoran of Mabometr 
cur holy . tmD-^rver ; chuiing what is agreeable to 
Reafoa, and rejecting the reft as fabulous, ihferted 
either by the Craft of Men> or the Interloping of the 
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I firoteS) ihcre appeals lorine no Rcafen to call' 
iMa Uhtfk Jib§ijs or Iftfidtk^ They rather feeia' 
to deferve the Title of Philofipbfrs, or Lovers of 
WiAto» aa4 Trath. And 'tis .from them I hivo 
learnM this uawilliagne^ to be impo^^d on in Mat* 
tees qS KeligioB. I fioil them in aU Thitogs Men of 
neat . Moralit/ and' GoodiieTs, fhr exceeding tho 
ieMlfffs of the Ago in tra^.Virtee and picas A&ons. 
But t]|ey ^mahe no Noiie of wjiat- they do : AxA 
vfhM only thek han^ Frailtidr ardmtUpiciioiis ro 
all, their Benefad&ons lie concealM under. the Veil of 
an oaparallePd Modefty.. 

Such of Old were the Alfodatci of Zetl Et'n 
RapbaUy my Coontry-man. This was a Perfon of 
sai ardm ^pidt and predfgiotrs Ui t dci Handing ; 
educated in the Mujfulman Lcnu :■ But when he came 
to thofe Year^»\ whMein . Men ufoillyi examine the' 
Grounds of their Religion^ . hp fought; the moH 
ItiitniddMo^ £ild fiicH a^ri fe/iUiirkir^^f^tv).- 
After he had €OB¥^|s'il ipaise Jiiiie.'^^ them, and 
fbund them to. Be Perfons of Integrity, as well as 
Men c^^eofej hc'pr^f^'d to theai th^ CpnvenU 
•Rce of frcfaent CJ^ among thei&ieLves, wjusre 
lAiey mxglktf with ao ia6i:eftrainr'd Free^m, mf"- 
courfe.oTali Tl^ffi and liteing united in aft 
yiolabie Frie^dfiu^i^ mlgbt imjploveiOQe anothe^^s 
^UH>wledf& and Virloi, t WitWt\ xegasidlng tk» 
Li§e$d^ and Uara^9s\ t&e ; MolMf^. .This So* 
Met:^ fMfip^M F^ty Enks of £btmaliy feiieral Kinds 
eS &iien<ei^ th^ th^c^lFd thesl &iMuaH6fapbay' or 
At ifW/^/«pf thd ^/>ar/rr Fratemf^i conoealiflg 
^mr, Nsimiea. Th^y^ t^vathir e^rii&nian-aixl divinr- 
Mattefs^ wiehovit Refeirlee^ for Cantioni ; aiflert-*- 
ing that the Mi^ulman Religion was corrupted aioid 
a£na|ed fr6m:& iM- IoftitRtm,^i»dviBgJaabib^^^^ 
aaaif/Errorik > and^hatahar^i w^- 116; Wdyt >tQ. rei^m^ 
it to Its ipriamM P«sit]f^:ilDtti t^rjointag^tt) iiiabe 
fhilofiphyxA the Ancients, In a Word, they endea- 
G 6" vour'd 
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▼our'd to reform whatevor was ajniis in the Doftfines 
and Manners of the Faithful^ by reducing both the 
Standard of Reafon. 

I know not whether thoit wilt approire or diliike 
their Enterprife. Bat I am fure, thou art fenfibley as 
well as I, that there are Btg^s among the FolUwers 
of the Prophet, and that thde deurre dorre^on. The 
Devil will fet his Foot in the Temple of Goi> : But 
do not thoa follow his Steps. If thoa do. He that 
made the Defil fetch thee back again. 

Paris, lotb of the jtb Mooit, . . 

tf the Year 1 656* 



LETTER IL 

1^0 the Nazm Efchref, or Prince 9f tik 
ISmiTs^ at the VoTtt. 

TH E Chriftiansfayj'tisan ArgunmcntoFGoD's 
Love when he ctiafttfes them : Therefore they 
have no Reafon to be peeviih, or call it an Efied of 
his Anger, that a difmal Plague is broke out in the 
Territories of the Pofe^ the Kingdom of Naples^ and 
«Cher Pacts of Itaff. This. Contagion rages fo vehe- 
mently in Rome^ dieCafHtal Cky of the Wefiem Na- 
tutrenesj that above a Handled thou£md Perfons of 
feveral Banks have ferfaken the Place. The Fope^% 
^^ace 8 (hut up, and no Acceft ^^ranied toaiiy, not 
even to Ictfeign Ainbaifidon, without great Precau- 
f ioa ^ and then none of their Retinue are admitted 
withtkem. 

. *Tss i»d Seventeen hundred die- dafly in that 
€ky, ^and £ix chimlatid a Day in Naples. Nay in 
4bme Places, the Living are fcarcC'fiifBeient to 

bury 
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boiry the Dead. TheGrandDakeofTV^^^^, topre- 
vent thcfprcaxiiHg of the Infcftion in his Tcrritoritics^ 
has forbid all Intercoarfe between his Subje^b^ and 
diofe of the Pope, neither will he permit fo much as,' 
a Noncio lo pafs through his Dominions. 

This Mortality has frighted Queen Cbrifiina from 
Rome. She has fent to diefire Pafies of the Duke t£ 
^woy and other Princes, defigning for She 
is already on her Voyage ; having been prcfented by 
the Popt with Ten thoufand Crowns, to defray the 
Expcnces of her Travels. Here are great Prepara- 
tions making for her Reception ; the King having, 
font Orders to all the Govemours of Towns and Pro- 
vinces through which fhe mail pafs to receive and en- 
tertain her with a Magnificence due to her Sovereign- 
Dignity, and worthy of the French Grandeur and 
Hc^itality. 

In the mean Time, this Court is in a (bllen Hu- 
mour, by Reafon of a late great Lofs they havefuf- 
leied at Valenciennes in Ffamlirs. This Place was 
befieg'd by the FrencB at the Beginning of this Cani- 
paign, but was rdiev'd by theSpaniar^J this Moon, 
who kiird above a Thoufand Men on the Spot, took 
Five thouiand Pnftners; with all their Cannon and' 
Baggage. Among the Captives of Note, is the 
Marefoialw/^ Ferto Seneterre, General of the FrencB^ 
Army, The Names of the others are wanting. 
Marefchal de Turemte himfelf very narrowly efcap'd^ 
by timely withdrawing his Brigade from the Fiffht* 
for which fome fligmatisBe him with Cowardice 
and Treachery ; wmlft others affirm, he a^ed the 
Part of a prudent Captain in thus retreating, fince 
it wa» impoSble to rdbre the Battle with any Suc- 
ce6. 

Froift' Sweden we hear, that the Eleftor of Bran^ 
dinburgb has entered into a League widi the Kin^ of 
Sweden^ if' which both tlieir Armies w united 
againft the' King of Poknd: And 'lis fiud, their 
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fa& Defign will be upon Dantscick. Tiiat- CdimtiT^' 
18 in a horrid Confufion, the Nobles, Gentry, and 
Boors, being all in Arms, fome deferting their So^ 
verei^y others adheriag to his IntereiU Xmg Co*, 
fimir has invcfted Warfaw with an Army of Fortj? 
thottfiind Men. In the mean l^ime, the aoUandtrs 
have Tent a great Fleet of Ships of War into the 
Saiiici Sea i but to what Ena is not known^ nor 
what Part they will take, whether the SweJis or Poi^s, 
itet the latter hope for great AMance froxh them,. 
there having bleen lately fome Mifunderitanding f»* 
tween the Duieb and uie ^wdes. The Mufcovites^ 
alio haveentred Poland with a numerous Army^ and 
the Tartars are coming with another to the Aid oi 
King Cafimir. 

liius is Pbland^hecmte the Stage of a moft terrible 
"VP^ar and which Side ibever g^ the ViAory, that 
vnhappy Country will be near ruined.. 

Nathan Sen SadHi, a at Fiema^ and a pri- 
vate Agent for the Grand Seignior, fends me Word< 
that the Emperor of Germany haA an Army or 
thirty thoufand Foot and Twelve thoufand Horfe 
in Silejia^ who iare to join with the Mufcwitet 
and do fome confiderable Adion againd the Smjedes, 
whofe continual Vi^ries, and growing Greatneff, 
gives Jealoafy to thofe pui^nt Monarchy. He in- 
forms me farther^ that tlie Emperor has difpatch'd 
a Courier to the.Prince of Tran^l'uaniai with In* 
iftrudions and Letters^ to engage him to a Neutn^ 
Bty. 

But the young kagot/ki is* as wild as hit ]?atker» 
and hates to be led by the Nofe. 

Thou may ll inform the Miniilers of the Dii>m dhat 
Aionai the Jew is dead of the Plague in Rome, ka- 
Tin|;€i^ taken Care to tcanimit ta me aU die Payers 
which concerji the xi^i^riW P^r/i?: 
^ This Court) atprSe^t^ isara Place caH'd la 
in^lVcarf^iaproymcel^CMxienngoA From 

whence 
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whence th^ may be a jnore^recpeat Inisrconrfe be- 
tween the King and his Camp. 
. Prince of the Holy Line, . I hm fent thee all thei 
Neiys that is Airing at this jonStife^ faving (bm& 
trivial Matters which are not worth a Mu^^nuuCt 
Knowledge^ mich lefs thine, who art diftinfmiihed 
fiMithe Cioudof/ri^f ^^/re<Wr^^ by wearing u&e^4»^ 
tred Colour of the Prophet. 

Paris, 3d«& tfihtytb Mo^ 
oftbtTear 1650. 



LETTER IIL 
^0 Mctec Amet 

It T £ R £ has been a ilAnge Accident latdy, lAil 
\ I many Leapute frbm l^arisy which has occa- 
fioned various Difcodrfte', and put the Philofophef» 
lipon a new Scrutiny. One Morning a certain Pea- 
fant or Farnter, walking Ov&r hiis Lands, as his Cus- 
tom is, to number his She^ and other Cattily. 
ini^s^2 a Barn or Store-houfe, which flood in a Field 
at fome Diflance fronv his Habitation. Surprized at 
this, he haHenM towards the Placid where he favtr 
it but the Night before : When, to Ki^ ho fmall 
AflEonilhment, he percciv*d, thdt not only tiie Bant, 
but a gfhlt Part of the Field V/herein it was builr^ 
was ibnk into the Earth. He knmi^dlately ran aiia 
caird foide of his hear Neighbours to behold thi^ 
ftrange Spe^de : And the Fame of it fpread 
aS over the Country. I^tvers learned and ingieni- 
bus Perfons have been there, to make ObfervatioA§ 
of this Accident. But none dares venture ne^ 
enbugh to the CBaffky to look do^vn into it ; be-- 
cauft the Earth continues breaking and filing itit 

whicli 
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which makes a NoifeliketiieSalvo^s of tht J amzariis 
when the Grand Seignior vifits the ArfenaL 

One would conoude by thefe uncommon Symp« 
tbmsy that the Earth grows antienr and weak, that 
her inward Strength ami Viffour decays, and that we 
are every where in Dan^ of being fwallowed I 
havr not Time to write more, it being Midnight 
and the Poft ready to eo. 

The Almighty and All-good God have thef in his 
holy Protedion. 

Paris, 30/^ of the mh Mow^ 
of the Year 1650. 



LETTER IV. 

fa Zornczan Muftapha, Begltrhtg of 
, Erzram 

T Will ftHl congratulate thy Happinefs, even in this 
I laft Change of thy Fortune ; which, tHo* it be a 
Jundof Defcent from the more lofty Stations thou haft, 
pofiefled in the Ofman Empire, yet ^cis attended with 
honourable Circiimilances, and an inviolable Security. 
Thou art not out of the Sultanh Favour^ banifhed to 
^gyp*> ^d' confined to a narrow Penii'on during thy 
Life^ ashasBeentheFateofreverafGrandiBes: But 
thou art withdrawn from the Intrigues of State, the 
Toils of War, and the Plots of a Courtier's Life, 
to the fweet Retirements of the Country, the peace* 
able PoiTeflion of a rich and fertile Province, where 
thott mty'lk pafs thy Days in an uncontroulable E^fe 
and Felicity. 

I am not furprized at the Fall of fo many Great 
Xlen at the Porte^ nor do I much regret the Death of 
thoie who were known Enemies to tbe Government : 

Yet 
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Yet it troubles me to think, how the Brave and the 
Loyal had their mnocent Blood mingled with that of 
Traitors atid Viliiins. But thefe things are unavoid^ 
able in popular Infurrcdions, when the Sovereign is 
compelled Co Cacrifice to the Multitude whomfoever 
they require. Thus fell the illuftrious Soljman, among 
the criminal £unuchs, though he himfelf was free from 
Stain r But he was a Negro, and that was his Ruin > 
for the Maleconcents comd not difcern the fair Quaii* 
ties of his Soul. 

Curfe on that Fool Chahan Kaifay and double 
Curfes on his rampant Wife Mulkfy Kadin; who gave 
the firft Occafions to all this Diforder, and Spoil of 
noble Blood. I remember the honeft Solyman ^ave 
me once a Hint of the feminine Debaucheries- pr^ 
6li(ed in the Queen-Nfother^s Apartment : Hut he 
fpoke of it withlo much Modefty and Rcferve, that 
it hardly^made any Impreifion on me at that Time : 
Otherwifej I (hould have imparted it to the yixir 
ifxem, or fome other MtniHer of the Divan ; for li> 
am I commanded in Cafes th^t^ouch the Honour atid^ 
Safety of the Grand Seignior, And I tell thee, thi» 
was none of the leaft Importance. For asr it aippearsv • 
the Women were undermining the moft facr^ and 
firmly eftablifli'd Government m the World : Thjfiy^ 
were not contc^nted to wallo# in their own impjouft; 
and unnatural Delights, but would 'have iet themi-^ 
felvcs as a Pattern to others^ aud by Degrees have 
infe£led the whole Mufulman Empire with a new 
Species of Debauchery : Which as it began and was 
carried on by embezzelling the Royal Treafures, felling 
of Places to Men of no Merit, l^ftbons, Pimps, and 
Affes I fo it would have ended in enervating our Mi- 
litiia, corrupting all the Faithful^ andiaying the Em- 
pire, naked to In^b. ' ^ . 

How many FizirSt Chaimaebams^ Captain Baffae, 
and other Officers , have we had killed this fatal Year P 
among the reft I cannot but ktfie^ on the poifoning 
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of tlic ChiauxrBuffAy after hrwas made Vixir Jzeai', 
» a Stroke di divine Jaftke, for having embrued 
hi» Hands in fo macb noble Blood, when he enjoyed 
that Dignity once before. God purfuea the Cruel 
with invinable Scourges. 

Bat what was that Acbmt Baffa^ who took Ad- 
yanuge of the Sukai^^ domeHick Troubles, and fo- 
reign Wars, tediftorb his Government in JJuij and 
raiie a Rebellion, which threatned even the Impe- 
rial City itfclf ? By the Courfe (A His Fortane it 
looks as if he were not contented with his Command 
in Afia^ and therefore took thii new celebrated 
Method toobtaina higher I>ignity, 'vix. by rebelling 
againft his Mafter : £l(e why was he made Baffa of 
the Sea, in the Room of Oureoj Kiinxm ? The Baffin 
of Akpt^ £rft brought into Faifaion this daring Way 
of growing Great. And if it be thus countenanced 
by the Grand Seigitifft, in all probability, he will have 
Reafoa to make Peace with the Chrifiians^ that hr 
may have Refpte and Fofces to employ again&hi* 
own Subjeds. 

Amidft all thefe Things nothing afiids me fo 
n^och, as th^ horrible Lotoonr^loR has; fnftaiR?d ar 
Sea. We have various Reports of this Combat ; but 
in general they agiee that the Af^^/ntM have loft 
feventy-twp Ships and Galleys, with^ a» in^nke 
Number of Men ; that the Veiutum hare taken the 
Ifies of ^imti^i and L^mm(0>,. and that they aie advance 
ing to befiege CottfioMtifMfh, This News, is a>mat 
while In coming to us : So thatif icbe^true; and the 
VenetUns purfu^ their Vifiory; for aught I know^ 
by this Time the Imperial Ci^^ the Rduge of the 
World, may be kid in Afiies. 

I have often propofed ^.Neceffi^ of Platfi)rffla7 
along the Hellefpont^ to guard tfaat important Ave* 
noe of Che ]SaeriH Pmrti. Had) they pat in Pra6tioe 
Mahmitt's Advite, perhapalhe AU««rMi«# wouldthave 
had noQccafidat for tltok* px«f«At T«ittia|phs» But 

sow 
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Bow-thcy banquet in the ojpen Strteu i JU Chrh 
fiendom rings with the News of oor Difgrace. The 
Drunkards of Europi infalt over the Profeflbrs of 
Sobriety : Amidil their Bowls of Wine, they blaA 
pheme our Prophet^ and fing in the Praife of Bac 
chus their God. They menace the ConqucfTof ^tf,. 
and threaten to exterminate the Mujfuhnans from this 
Earth. 

Enraged at thcfe prophane Boaib, I Hop my Ears, 



LE^TTER V. 

^0 the mfi Remwntdk and nufi Rhftrimi^' 
Ma'homet, Vmt Azem, at the Porte. 

TH^ A T inconprehenfibleMajpfty whicbhtrncr 
Refemblanco, at wiiofePIeafinreailThiiigs^tf 
diipos'd and ordered in Httlvcn and Euthr, by whofe 
pardoukr Providence, for the Good of the 0/mam 
Bmpife^ thoa art exakbd toi&k gbrkxiffTraft, to be- 
Ftcar of the Ficar of God ; augment thy Oricci" 
and^ Virtto, and IMs tte wiA fuperkMive W2BoiR« 
smd.perlc^ Tnunqmifity. 

: I reverd thy accooipliik'd Soal, eonfimimate in 
all ittoral and political' Science. Thou art Uie moft 
experienced Man ki the Empiie. And I ceaied to 
condole the late Tannhi and Riots; at CmftmtinHU^ 
tko' tbeir Effefb vinere fatal to fome bravt Men, 
fince thoa art ckofea to this Dignity, ifom whom 
the whole Empire may expeA, not only a ferenes 
Suteof Affiuis^ daring thy Adminiilration, but alfa 




Paris, (ab rftht gth Mm, 
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a rooting up of the Caufes of thefe pubUck DiftenL^ . 
pei^,^ and of all c rher Evils which infeil the Monar^ 
chy defign'd for the Conqueft and Reformation of the^ 
whole World 

According Co the Cuflom of the Eaft^ I approach 
thee not withont fome Prefent : But pardon the 
Slave. ilf«^fflf«/, who can fend thee none worthy of 
thf (Grandeur. I have enclofed in a Box the true 
Effigies of the prefent King of France^ with that of 
his Uncle the Duke of Orleans^ his Brother the Duke 
eC Jnjotty and his Couiin the Prince of Conde ; as 
alfo that of Cardinal Ma»arim, and Queen Chriftina 
of Sweden, who is now at the Fr«if Court. Ac- 
cept alfo from an Exile, a little Cabinet containing 
twelve Watches, of fo many different Contrivances, 
according to the circular Variation of the Mem itf 
, the Space of thirty four Years. They are the Work 
of my own Haxids ; therefore I fhall« not oommend 
them. Each is wrapt up ima^ Piece of Silk, where- 
in is wronghrin ANihick Iktters, the Method of 
u$ng it. Perhaps thou^ wilt find fome Diverfion m 
trying the Experiments melttibned in thoie Tables. 
However, defpife not this mean Teftimony of 
Mahmut^% Refpea ; but coniider, that if I come 
ihort of the curious Artifts in Europe^ yet my La- 
bour is pa£able enoogh for a Mujfulman, among 
whom thereisfcarce another Watchmaker to be found 
in the World. . . 

If thoa wonldrft know the Occaiton of Queen 
Chriftina^ being at the French Court : She came 
thither from Rme, when the laft Mwm was in the 
Wan$, Her PaiTage was by Sea to Marfeillesy hav- 
ing touched at Genoua, and received magnificent 
Gifts from the Repoblick ; but they would not per- 
mit her to land, for fear of the Plague, which then 
ni|^d in Rmf, and.was the Caufe of her leaving that 
Cay,. 
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However the French ihewed no fucli timorous 
.Squeami(hnefs^ but received her and her Train with 
.open Arms. She landed at Marjulles on the 29th of 
the 7th Moon\ and when (he had made her publick En- 
try, the Confuls of that City, with all ihe Nobles, 
met her in Coaches, the great Gnns were difcharc'd 
to welcome her, and (he was care(s*d with all the De- 
monftrations of Honour that are (hew'd to tbe<2s^ 
i>f Trance herfelf in her Progrefles. 

The fame Entertainment (he receiv'd at Aix^ 
A*uignon^ Lions ^ and in fine, all along the Road to 
Paris^ the Keys of Towns being furrendered to 
her (for fuch was the King^s Pleafure) and a Ca« 
nopy of State born over her Head, when iht enter'd 
^ny Town, and receivM the Addredes and Compli- 
ments of Govemours, Prelates and other great Men 
in Authority. She was likewife magnificently treat- 
ed by Princes, and the Chief Dukes of the Realm : 
And on the 8th of the laft Moon, made her Entry 
into this City on Horfeback, appareird like a Man : 
Where having Haid fome Time, (he departed for 
Comf eigne to viftt tht Court, which refides there 
now. 

It is not fupfos*d (he will tany long in Franci, 
1)111 as foon as (he hears the Plague is abated in 
ll$me, and the adjacent Parts, (he will return thi- 
ther, to pafs away the Refidue of her Life, in 
that Ndt of Princes and Prelates <of the JViiMrMf 
Selief, 

A 'little before (he left Rome, the Sfaniards there 
liad confpired to (icase on her Perfon, as alfo on the 
Pope i to have murther^d the Portugal Amba(iador, 
and fet die City on Fire. But the Plot was difco- 
m*d, and Confpirators put in Prifon : Por the 
Sentence of Death is never pafled in Criminal Caies 
among the Haxarms^ without a formal Txyai. 
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' Here is a Rumour as if a great Fire had, foxne Moons 
ago, broke out vaConftantinople^ and confumed much 
of that City. I wonder iionc of my Friends, nor 
any other refidiog there, have feat me an Account of 
any fuch Thing ; which fills me with Hopes that this 
^Report is falfe. 

From all Hands we are aflur'd, that the 5<u;fi^^jr and 
Brandenhurghers have obtainM a great Victory over 
^^'FolefZxadL^artartiXWarfa'w ; the vanquiih*d ha- 
ving loft above Six thonfand Men on the Spot, with 
jd( their Aounumtion and Baggage : And unfortunate 
KingCi^^rirwasfoncedtofly, with a finall Retinue, 
towards Hmgaty. 

*Twas the general Expcdlation of Europe^ that the 
Mufco^ites and Germans would have done fomething 
Extraordinary for the Poles, and by fome furprifing 
AfUonput a Check to the. Swedi/h Succcllcs and Tri- 
umphs. For when^the MufcovUe Ambai&dor .waa^tt 

flmingsh^ endeavouring to withdraw the Duke of 
randenhurgh from the S^edijh Intcrefts, he vomited 
forth terrible Menaces, in cafe they comply 'd not with 
his Matter's Propofals. And one Day, in a furious 
Zeal, he took a largeGoblet ofWine, in the ^le&or^% 
Prefence,and having drank it4)ff to theCK<ir> l^Qilth, 
<^€Bttrhafian fai3aIoud, thus Jhall the great^ Bimpfror 
tf the 'Mufcoviees de<vour all that, oppofi him, Buit 
fiow it feems, thefe were all wpty Bravadoes, and the 
'Mufcovites were refolvedto-ftand^^^ and ^ee who got 
the Better. The fame may be faid of the Empo-or, 
and Prince of Tranj^li/ania, fo< of the Danes^ and 
Hollanders, who noW all declare for the ftroMeft 
Party. ^ 
Magnai]:iinotis r;«i>, if Oie^.preftnt Engagements 
;aJid 'Wars in D<i//«^i//tf and.Ctfif^^, befidcs the db- 
mcfiick Troubles of the Ottoman Empire, did^jjot 
wholly employ the Arms of the Mufulmans, Aoiibt- 
lefi 'twotild be an Undertaking no lefs profitable 

than 
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than gIori<Kis, (tafoccoor tlu&'difb«&!d.C^^ tarn 
ike Tide the G^iJkici GaameSts, imd dbUge the 
PoUs to anetq^ia! Fide^ Q ram ode to thoGrmnd 
Seignior. . 

Faris> ijjhofthe lotb Moon^ 
oftbgYeari6^6. 



LETTER VI. 

Abrahan 'Eli, Zeid Hogia, Plr^^fiSifr 
7^ the Seraglio 

iHave fi«qacnt Aecefs to the King^s. Zj^^rr^. which 
Favour yi^Sa^gTdiateAmthy.& 
iwha often employed, me in tranflatiog. ibme curious 
Txeatifes ^ut of. Arahiek into, Frtnch or LtHin, The 
French iasm very fond of EafttrnManu/criptSy where- 
401^ they caniaeet with them : And they have no lefs 
il^gard for Men who^are ikill*d in thofe Languctges, 
T^C Mimfter efpecially, was very inqittfitive into the 
Wifiiom 9ad Learning cf He r monopolized 

Ferjian^ Sjrian^ ma^raHckyBook^^ anc^was a pro- 
fefsVi Patron of Linguifts, He coveted the Acquain- 
tance of Strangers and TraveUers,, that he,might» by 
their Means^ inform himfelf of the different JLam, 
Cujhms, and Religions of Foreign Countries ^ and of 
wiiatibever was rare, .and worthy of Obfervation, in 
any Part of the World. 

Hence it .was, that I received evident Marks of 
^is^Efteem, .as foon .as he^knew that {mderiloDd 
l^t- Greeks Amhickf Hehreuj^ Turkijb, and Scla^vo" 
s»4» Languages. He often, made ufe of me, as I 
have &idy and Wft me; free Accefs/to his own 
4adth»£^'^jL<^^0^* Andtho'iiisSucceflbr; Car- 

- dinal 
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filial Maxaritn, is not (a mock addidbod to Studies 
of this Natitre as to the ABan of States yet he 
jlias continued to me the Privilege of vifmng this 
Treafury of Learned Books where I pais many 
Hours. 

One Day I caft my Eyes on a Manufcript writtea 
ifiArabick, and endorsM with this Title, 

[The Original Covenant Mahomet, 
the Prophet of the Arabians, with the 
Profejfors of the Faith of Jefus.] 

and underneath was a Latin Infcription, iignifying. 
That this Manufcript was found in the Convent of 
Chriftian Fiyars on Mount Carmel. I have tran- 
fcrib'd the Contents of this Parchment^ and imt it 
inclofed to thee, that thou may*ft judge whether 
it be Real or only Counterfeit. For the Ntixarenes 
aflert it to be the true Agreement of4he Mejfenger of 
God ; and therefore reproach aH the Muffuhums, 
with Difobedience to our lAWgiver, and breaking 
ihtLeague^ fign*d and feaPd by H/w, whom we trail 
the Sea/ of the Prophets, and witneffed 'by the Four 
Principal Doctors,. Ah Becree, Omar, and 

HalL 

If thou ^Ht perufe the indofed Paper, it win be 
eafy to difcern, whether We are guilty of this 
Violation of Faith, or ^yey. For diough fbppo- 
ring this to be the real Teftament of the Pnfhei, 
as is pretended, that Favourite of Heaven grants 
many Articles of Peace, Afliftance and Friendlhip 
to the Followers of Jtfus, with Immunity from 
Taxes and impofition, Liber^ of Confcience, 
Freedom of Marriages, Wr. Yet 'tis evident, 
that he promifed not thefc Things, bmt on cer- 
tain Conditions to \)t t)bferv'd on the Part of the 
ChriJIians ; as, that none of them ihould harbour 

or 
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or hold Correfpondence with the Enemies of the 7rue 
M^lie^ers^ or privately accommodate them with Arms* 
Horfes, Money or any orther Neceflaries of War : 
Sut on the contrary, ihould hofpitably r^eiv^ the 
Mujjulmans into their Houfes for three Days, and 



Cbrifiians Ihould fail in any of thefe PointSy the Pro* 
fhe t declares his Covenant to be void, and that they 



this thou wilt fee is recommended folemnly to both 
Parties to be religioufly performed 'till the final Con* 
fummation^ 

Now air the Difpute is, Whether have firft 
tranfgrefsM thefe ArticUs^ or the Nascarenes ? For if 
it can be provM, that they are the firft Aggrefibrs, 
then they have no Reafon to complain of their Mif- 
fortunes, or accafe the true Faithful of Oppreffion 
and' Tyranny, as they commonly do : Since it is ma- 
nifeft, that they have drawn thefe Evils on themfelves 
by their Breach of Faith and Infidelity, difannul- 
ling the Covenant of God and his Prophet, and 
forfeiting the Benefit they might have claimM by 
Virtue of it. Be it how it will, the Prophet is free 
from Blame ; let the Guilt reft on the Perfons that 
were criminal. 

I know not how it comes to pafs, that the 
Chriftians of this Aee,^ think' and fpeak more 
reproachfully of our holy La^w-gi'ver then did their 
Fathers, who lived in his Time, or immediately 
after it, and who by Confequence could better in- 
form themfelves of the Circumftances of his Birth, 
Life, and renowned Anions. Some ancient Wri- 
ters among the Nazarenes make honourable men- 
tion of him and hi? Family. They conceal not 
the early Signs of his heroic Virtue, and the 
Grandeur to which he was deftinM. I have read 
in a certain Chriftian Author, That when the 
Prophet was but nine Years old, under the 



protedl them from their Enemies. 





mted therein. All 
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Tuition of his Uncle Jhu Taleb^ who carried his 
glorious Charge along with him to Damafcus^ and 
that whilll they were at Boz^r, a learned Monk^ 
whofe Name was Bohira, came out of the Con^uent 
to meet them ; and taking Mahomet by the Hand, 
in the Prefence of many Chriflians^ he faid aloud, 
This Tout if is' horn to accomplijh great Things: His 
Fame Jhall he J^read from Eaft to Weft : For as he 
dreiu near to this Place Ifan» a bright Cloud defcend 
and cover him. Sultan David alfo prophcfy'd of 
him, in that which the Chrifli^ns reckon the 50th 
Pfalm, and the 2d Fer^cle : Where that 
thus fmgs, from Sion God hath proclaimed the Em- 
pire of Mahomet. But the Chrifiians have inter- 
preted this in another Senfe, though the 'Original 
remains a (landing Witnefs againll them. So mofes 
in the Pentateuch uttered a Myftery when he faid, 
God came from Sinai, he rofe up from Seir, andixms 
manifefted from Mount Paran. Intimating hereby 
the Defcent of the written Law to Mofes^ of the 
Gofpel to Jefus t\it Son of Mury, and of the Alcoran 
to Mahomet. The MeJJias alfo faid to his Difciples, 
If I go not aivay, the Called of Go D njoill not come 
ta You. But the Chriftian Interpreters wilfully hide 
thefe Things from the Vulgar, left their Eyes fhould 
be opened. There appears an obftinate Malice and 
Ignorance in all their Adtions 

Who will not laugh at the foolifti Spite of the 
Spaniards ? who, in a certain Town, had a Cuftom, 
as oft as they enterM into the Church, or came out, 
to fpit on a black Image of a Man fitting on an 
Afsnear the Gate. But a Mujulman AiMi^Gkdor 
coming thither from the Emperor of Morocco, and 
obferving this vain Ceremony of the People, a(k*d 
the King, fFhat Perfon that Statue reprefented? He' 
made Anfwei*, That it nuas the Image ^Mahomet, 
the Arabian Prophet. That cannot be^ reply'd the 
AmbafTador, fince our Prophet never r$de but on Ca- 
mels : 
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troubled at this Anfwer, confulted the Priefts and , 
learned Men, who all concluded, that the AmhsS- 
fadpr had fpoke the Truth. And therefore, inflead 
of ofiering any more Indignities to this Image, they . 
fell into another Extreme, and built a Chapel for 
it, bumine Incenfe to the fenfelefs Stock, and \ 
paying it divine Honours. Thus they prayM to 
that, which but a little before they had curfed ; . 
and tumM into a God, that which they had ^ 
eReemM ^Imoft as bad as the Devil. God*s Curfe 
be on the Devil, and all his Adorers : But on the • 
holy Prophet, and his Followers, may fildSngs « 
fliower down, and reft till the Knot of the Sphere 
is diflblved. 

Paris* 14/^ of the lotb Moon^ ' * 

pfthe Tiar i6j6. 



KNOW for certain, that Dm *JuandeBraganZa^ 
late King of Portugal^ is dead. He left this 
Vvorid on the 6th of the laft Moon^ after he had 
been tormented ten Days with.. the Stone : His 
Queen has the Supreme Power in her Hands during 
her Son*s Minority, whofe Name is Don Jlphonjo. 
This young Prince was crownM within a few Days 
after his Father's Deceafe, to pfevcnt the Plots of 
the Spaniards f who fupport a powerful Faction in 
that Kingdom of Portugal^ and arc not without 
Hopes to reduce it again to the Kiiig of Sfain'^ 



LETTER VII. 
TJ^Murat, Baffa. 




Obe- 
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Obedience. The World is alwajs bafy, dtlicrinre* 
covering old loft Intereft, or feeldng of new. 

ThcMar^aldi Ja Firtt^ who was taken Prifo- 
sser by the Prince 'of. Omie in the Battle oiValen^ 
€tennes, and havine a Price fet for his Ranibip, had 
Liberty to go whiuier he would on his Paroli^ either 
to bning the iakl Sum, or fiffrender ills Perfon by a 
certain Day ; finding himielf flighted at the French 
Coort, is rcColvcd to perform his Ph>mife at thei>refix*d 
Time, and go over to the Prince of Conde^fi Intereft, 
who will not fail to beftow a very honourable .Com- 
mand on a.General of fuch Merits. 

In the mean Time, the Count of Harcourt plays 
Tricks with hb Mafter, and holds private Cone* 
fpottdence with the Girman Emperor. He is a fer- 
viceable^or a dangerous Man, according as he is 
pleafed' or difgufted, and thmfore they court him 
on both Sides. He is now at J?r(/Win Jlfiu£: I caiw 
not admire a Man that is thusindnibioafly> troa« 
blefome to his Prince, without any Thing of Me- 
rit or Bravery to boaft of,. iavehi& former Services 
in Catalonia, which have been fuffidendy Ttpsad 
with Roval Condefeenfions and Pavmirr; And thofe 
who make a Parallel between his Cafe, and that of the 
MarejSbaJ di /a Ferte Semierrit coofider not that the 
laft fell into his Enemies Hdnds only by the Chance 
of War : Whereas the other is a wilful Apeikt^ 
if He embraces the Emperor's Propofals when no 
Neceflity conilrains him, and Honojor flies in his 
Face* 

From the North we are inform'd. That Count 
Couhgsmark, Generaliffimo of the Swedijh Forces in 
PruJ/ta, as he was failing from Wifmar, was taken 
Captive by the Poles, and imprifon*d in the Caftle 
of Weffel-munden near Dantzick. And the Inhabi- 
tants of that City mifsM very narrowly of taking 
the Qgeen of Sweden herfelf. Tis certain they 

hftTT 
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have got a vaft Booty from ^t 'S'ivides^ coniiiling of 
eighteen Chells full of Gold, with Cofiers of the 
King*s Jewels, and other rich Things, 

l^eie Ring Cafimir demands for himfelf, ynxh 
a Million of Rix-dollars to be paid him by the 
Dantxickers ; requiring alfo, that they fhould fur- 
nifh his Army with all Sorts of Ammunition and 
ProviAons : Which, though it be a heavy Burthen, 
yet thofe loyal Citizens think nothing too much for 
their King. 

The Mufconntes in the gib Moon befiegM Riga^ % 
City b^lox^ng to the .Crown of Snvec/en, but have 
newly raifed the Siege, after they have lo^ above ten 
thoufand Men before the Place. 

This is all the News I can fend thee, fave that the 
French have taking Fdlencia, k City in Itahf, 

I wiOi I may hear as profperous Intelligence a« tbin 
from Cakdut, after fuch immenie Charges and 
Slaughter : Bat ViAory is in the Diipofal of ttie An* 
gel of Time. 

jparis» zdofthe \zth Afem* 
ofthi TtMT 1656. 



LETTER VIII. 

Hebatolla Mir Argun, Superior of the 
Convent Dezvifes at Cogni in Natolia^ 

TT is difficult to define the particular Temper of 
I my Soul, when I firft receivM the News of thy 
radeceflbr^s Death, that renownM and venera* 
blc Btdredtn^ who, as thy Difpatch informs me, is 
gone to Paradife, I was neither in Paflion, nor 
yet in(enfible, bat wholly refign'd to the Will of 
BeanttHk I confider*d his immenfe Virtues, and the 
Courfe of Nature : His wonderful Age^ and more 
H 3 admi- 
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admirable AdtionSyft Life equally meafured by Hoors^ 
and Prodigies of Piety : For he was not in the Num- 
ber of thole who let whole Dayspafs away without 
-the leaft good Work, or without leaving any Im- 
prefs on the Track of Time. I exprefe myfclf ac- 
cording to the vulgar ikying, [Timefaffes anvay ;] 
Whereas in nay Opinion, Time ftands ftill, and only 
We pafs away, with all Things fubjed to Motiob 
and Change. •Tis like the Miftake of thpfe, who, 
failing on the Water think the Trees and Mountains 
move, whilil only they themfelves are driven before 
the Wind : Or, like the Philofophy of thofe, who, 
truiling to their grofier Senfe, maintain, the Sun 
whirls daily round our World, tho' according to Rea- 
fon and better Philofophy, that Globe of Light 
ftands ftlll, whilft ours turns round its Axle-tree^ 
and fb deceives our Eyes. Thus, whilft we Mortals 

flide o^er the uncertain Waves of human Life, and pais 
y the vifible and fixM Land-Marks of Time, Day 
■ s:nd Night, we imagine thofe Land-Marks move and 
not we ourfclves : Whereas Day and Night remain for 
ever, ftedfaft and invariable in their fucceffive Inter- 
vals, and only the Elements and Bodies compounded^ 
of them are fubje£l to Change. 

Minutes, Hours, Days, and Years are not pro- 
perly the Meafures of Time^ but of the Motion and 
Duration of all corruptible Beings : For Timi is in- 
finite, and beyond all Dimenfions. In a Word, its no 
otherwife diftinguiihM from Eternity, than barely b/ 
a Name. 

All that I have faid on this Subje£l is comprehend- 
ed in the Arabian Prpverb, which fays, T9 Morrow 
is n$n)er. Doubtleis there's no Paradox or Hirejy in 
faying, 'Tij always to-Day : or that this Hour, this 
Minute is eternal. And from this Truth fprung the 
Copitemplation of thofe who place Eternity in a Point 
or Inflant. • 

But 
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Bat to return to Bedredin, that Faithful of the 
Faithful, may his Soul repofe in the Mercies of God, 
and his Memory be blef&'d. May Gabriel, the Friend 
of the Prophet pray for him than Michael, Jfra- 
fhiel^ and the Meflenger of Death, with all the An- 
gels who made Orailons for the divine Favourite, 
after his Tranflation from this earthly State. And 
when thou and the religious Fraternity under thy 
Care have perform'd the accufiomM Prayers and 
Expiations for the iiluftrious Prelate decea fed, there 
19 no Queftion but that he fhall be in a Condition to 
intercede for you and for the whole Muffulman Em- 
pire : For he was a perfeft Saint, and the Beloved of 
God. 

O fage and reverend Succeflbr of that holy Man, 
fufFer me to tell thee, Thy Name Uehatolla [the 
Gift ^God] fills me with glorious Prerap;es of thy 
Life and Adminiflration in that renowned Coflege^ 
where the incomparable Bedndin fliinM fo many 
Years. Now he is gone to God, and^to the Gar* 
dens of eternal Retirement, having left his Seat on 
Earth to thte, replenifh*d with the facred Odour of 
Virtue. 

He was a religious Imitator of the Prophets, arid of 
all holy Men in general ; a devout Admirer of the 
Mejpas^ and'a faithful Difciple of the ^ent of God. 
Now he is gone to fet down with them in the Chi- 
•fis of Eden^ on the Banks of immortal Stream?, 
and Rivers of Wine, Milk, and Honey, which 
glide along the Allies of Paradife. This is the 
Recompence of Heroick Virme, the Crown of gcod 
Works, the BHfs prepared for chafte and purify'd 
Souls, who in their Tranfmigration from this Earth 
carry no Stains of Vice along with them : For nothing 
impure can find Admittance into that World of glit- 
tering Effence. 

O Hebatollay what is there on this obftiure Globe 
that deferves to be compared with thofe ferener 
H 4 Joys 
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Joys above, thoie unfullied Pleafures, thatantaniUh*d 
Blifs ? And yet fometimes we tade ftrange Felicities 
here on Eanb. fiat ^tis only when the Gates and 
Caiements of Faradife are open, when a C^eftial 
Wind tranfports hither the Leaves of the Trees of 
Edh^ and perfames the Air and Skies with the tranf- 



perfedl Sounds, Mofick in loft Fragments, and Ech^s 
from the Chairs of the BUfi*d, Thcii 'tis the Hearts 
of Mortals feel a fecret and inexpreffible Joy fpringing 
up from the Root ; this lower World (if I may fb 
exprcfs myfelf ) is all entrench'd with Plcafure. Thia 
happens not every Day, but only at the Seafom of 
dinnne Indulgencty on the /'^i^^^/j of fome particular 
Saints,.and in the Time of the immortal Jubilee^ when 
God exhilerates the UniverTe with uncommon Fa- 
vours, and an infinite Largefs. 

As for the Reft of our Enjoyments, they are Miti- 
gations in^leed of the Pains and infepaiable Mifcries 
of tliis mortal Life \ they prevail on us to wait the 
appointed Hour of Fate^ and not hurry ourfelves 
out of the World before our Time : Fvt they deferv« 
not to be plac'd in the Rank of true Felicities. 

However, our Patience under this Patigpe of 
Life, our Indifierence to Pleafure and Pain, Pover- 
ty or Riches, Sickncfs or Health, Honour or Dif- 
grace, with all the other Objefls of human Paffion^ 
will prove a lingular Argument of Merit, a prevail- 
ing Recommendation to the Life to come, and an 
eiKAual Pafsport for Faradife, For he that is thus 
infenfibly, yet willingly weaned from the fulfome 
Joys of Earth by the very Couife of Nature and 
Decree of Deftiny, muft unavoidably afcend to a 
purer Region, to a Place capable of fatisfying his 
afpirin^ Soul : For Nature created no Appetite to 
baulk It. 



cendept Odour of that haj 
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This is the Life fb xecommended hyjefits the Son 
t£ Mary^ whofe Chatadter thou haft in the UbT2ay of 
thy C<mvint. Mere 1 fend thee in a Box, that which 
hy an the Nasusrems is eileemed his true Elfigies. { 
remember I once &w another of the fame Lineameits 
in the Treafury of the Grand Seignior. Thcfe 
Pieces ait vary rare, becaufe not copy*d by the 
Hands of common Painters, bat by the moft celebsi'^ 



they fay, was made by the Me/pas htmfelf om a 
Handkerchief, which he dap'd to his Face, andib 
left his livdy Portraiture. 

I cannot afcertain the Troth of this. Tradition : 
But ilk rmrd this is one of thofe Copies which, is 
cloietted by the gmteft Moitmrcbs m CMBimdoM^ 
I fend it to>theer as.a worthy Osnament of thy Cell^ 
without either the Peril or Scandal of Idolatry. 

The pious Bidrulim was covetous of any Memoirs 
•f the M^ffmit whether written in Himgl^itks^ 
or in the more ufual Chara&ers of Speech. He wodid 
hftve made no more Bxception at a Pidcire, than 
at a Poem in Pra& of that holy Prophet ; and I 
oueftiott not- bat dioii eqoaUeil hua in the ikme 



I cottid not fo eafily procure the true Piftnre of 
Jobih fomamM the Wajbm ; but here I will give 
thee a. 0iort Hiftory of his Life. This was a 
mousPmjphet^ who lived in the Days of the 

and was of the Race of the Priefts. His Ett- 
biialaon yKas akogfther intheDefart^i forhewuaa 
Erwmii^ and lived m a Cart an- one of the Mous- 
laia»of JjuUniti Some of the J0wi took him for 
i?irtfJv others for the A£(^Km, and t third Sort iaid» 
he was Mabtmet^ whofe coming was foretold in die 
Book of. their h$,Wp mi in- the Writings of their 
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Bat John denyM that he was any of thefe, call- 
ing htefelf in Modedy, A Voice or Ecb§. His 
Life was very abftemious ; for he fed only on the 
Tops of Plants and wild Honey, drinking nothing 
but Water of the Fountain which ran by aie Side of 
lih Cave ; and his Body was only covered with a 
Veft of Camera Hair, ufing a leathern Thong for a 
Girdle. 

To that folitary Refidencc of his there was great 
Kefort of People from Jiru/a/em^ and the Cities 
round about t tor the Fame of his San€Uty had fpread 
through all Pa/eftine and Syria, 

He waflied all his Difciples with his own Hands in 
the Waters of Jordan, from whence he was called the 
Batttft or Wafier. He daily preach*d Repentance 
and zood Works to the incredulous Jews ; and open- 
ly declarM, that Jefus the Son of Mary, was the 
Meffias, That holy Prophet it ieems was one of 
John\ Difdples, and had been wafhM by him in the 
River Jordan. 

In fine, after niany Years of heroick Virtue 
*ndKety, JSn had his Head cut off by the Or- 
der bf Herod the Governour of Judaea, becaufe he 
liad rcprov'd the Tyrant for marrying his Brother^s 
Wife. ' 

Behold thefc Menyoirs are the beft Prefents the 
poor cxird Mahmut, ' can fend thee, when he con- 
gratulates thy Acceffion to that holy Chair: Yet 
luch as diefe w^re more welcome to thy Prcdc- 
ceflor than Gifts of Silver, Gold, or preciojas 
Stones ; for he was a diligf 4^ CoUe^r or choice 
Antiquities, and feled Fragments of Hiftory : He 
was alfo a liberal Patron, and Encourager of Philo- 
fophy and^ill Sorts of Learning. Follow thou his 
F.ieample, and the true Faithful will be eternally 
obligM to thee. Thou haft a frur Opportunity^ 
there being, as Ym informM, the beft Library in 
thy Convent of any throughout the Muffulman Em- 

fire : 
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fire: And the Dervifes under thy Government are 
Men addidted to the Study, of the Sciences. *Tis 
pity fuch Inclinations fhould want Encouragement, 
whilfl the Infidels are every where bufy in rounding 
new Academies^ and augmenting the Old. There is 
one lately erased in the Dukedom of Cleve by the 
£le£lor of Brandenhurgb^ where the Oriental hem- 
guage^ and Sciences are profcfled. If the Naxarenes 
are thus curious to pry into our Learning, why (hould 
we be remifs in attaining the Knowledge of their 
Languages and Hiftories, fince thereby we lhall be 
in a Condition to know their greateft Secrets ? 

Sage HehaioUay let not the Infidels have any lon- 
ger Occalion to term us Barbarous and Ignorant:- 
But remember, that in promoting Literature y thou 
wilt perform a meritorious Service to the Grand 
Seignior, 

Paris, ijth of the I ft Moon, 
if the Tear 1657. 



LETTER IX. 

To Selim Al' Mofel Venerable Imaum of 
the Mofch of Sanfta Sophia. . 

PR A I S E be to God, fole Lord of the Zenrth 
and the Nadir, Profeffor of infinite Region s, who 
hides the firft Meridian ir> the Palm of his Hand ! 
The Names of Peru and Mexico are not now foreign 
in the Ottoman Empire^ efpccially to Travellers and 
Men of Science. 

When our Fathers firft heard of America^ they 
had no other Way to exprefs fo unknown a Part 
of the World, than by calling it the Land of the 
H 6 Goldem 



Digitized by 



156 Litters fTrii by Vol; V. 

Goldin Mhiu becaufe of the Abundance of that 
Metal which was 'l>roaght from thence b/ the 
Spaniards 9 iince their Conqutfts in thofe Parts, But 
now we are no Strangers to the Ge^raphy of that 
remote Contimnt. Commerce and Traffick haye 
renderM all the known Nations of the Earth 
liar one with another. And I rememh^, when I 
was at Confiantinofkf the Names of P^ri, Mexico^ 
Florida^ &c. were as common in the Ctfha Hans^ 
as the Names of Indofian^ Jur^tdftan^ Gurgifian^ or 
any other Province oi Afia. So that a Man inroald 
have been laajghed at» who in ipeaking of America^ 
ihoald have niSi any Circumlocutions, as to call it the 
Emfirt of the GMen Mtnes^ the JP9rld beyond the 
Great Sea, or the like. 

Yet we muft confefs, our Knowledge In this Kind 
Ss owing to the Franks^ who faiil into thofe far di- 
fiant Regies, and at their Retom communicate their 
Intelligence and Obfervations to ns ; for elie we had 
been yet altogether Strangers to the Hifiory of that 
NenvWhrU, 

It was firii: difcover*d by Cbriftofher Cplumius, ft 
Gen$tjky in the Year 1492, dEtheChrifiiams Hegira^ 
This Man had a happy Gesnus in contemplating the 
Motion of the Sun^ and the Frame of the Vmverfi. 
He was no Stranger to the Extent of our C9nHm€mt^ 
and the Situation of all its Parts : He had been 
often at Sea, and feeii divers Rtgioms : and partico* 
larly when he was in P§rtt^al^ the moft fFe/ierfy 
Part of Eurepi, he took great Delight to waik on 
the Shore in the Evenings, and obferve the Setting 
of the Sun. This Cuftom of his produced various 
Thoughts in hit Breail. But what was of moft Im- 
port, his Reafon fuggefted to him, that it could not 
confiit with the Order of Nature^ that the Sun, after 
he left our iFitr/d, fervid onlv to give light to the 
Fiflies, or gild the Waves of the.frejem Ocean : 
Therefore on good Ground! he concluded, there 

muft 
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be i^me mt^^.Lff^4. 1^^. tlMjfe jnighty 
Trads of Sea, whi^h vs^:(l.dM» Skim^ of 

Europe ai\d Jfrick^ 

This Thougl\t:iQ|ide hin^ imafy* aod pu( Iiim up^ 
op,a Refolu^jo^of attempting « Difcovery. He made 
. Pj:9PQ.felf;Q tfeft i2f;^/fV^ .of G</wi(a, bttt was rf j<^t- 
. ^. Tl^ftJli«^Jii44^flW*iinfelf to Af^j^r. VII. at the 
EngVtJh Court ; where not fij^iDg Encpuragm^jit^ 
he went to the King of ^^^ii^^ v^ho approving iiis De« 
fign, furnij(h'd him. with two ShAp* He failed on the 
(kean fo^, tt^e Spacer of two Moons without feeinjg; 
any handy which made his Mariners nuitiny, their 
f roviiipQ^ falling ihott. They thfcataed to throw 
kim oirerboard, if he wpu]id not return. But he 
wi^ mild Words and firing Reafons appeasM their 
Fury ; pronjifing to fail back again, if they iaw not 
Land within three Days. On the thjj:d Bay» the 
Boy o;i t]|i^ n»ain.Tn|b-M#&faw a.Fire^ and within 
a tew Hours afterwards tliey cam witjiin View, of 
Land. 

When he had, mfido his ObferVations* and done 
what was requifite in his CincumilaAces, . he return^ 
to eive the King of ^f^tin an Account of his Ex- 
pedition. 

lAfter his Death, Jmericus V^^iaHus was feht to 
conouer tihe unknowi R^ions i from .whom, that 
whole C^ine^H is caU'd Ammta \ bnt methinks, 
not without fom« Wiatitude to.ijie Jicll Difcoverei;. 

Ix, wpuld be endlej^ to recount al} the particular Ad- 
ventures, of the Spaniards M tWfi Fartsi,. with thfir 
Cruelties and Mauacrea: Suffice it to iay, to the eter- 
nal In^y of that Nation, tliat according to their 
own WritM-s, thc^r.bu'tdierUin. cold. Blood above 
twenty Millions, of the NAtives* in the Space of 
twenty Years : And all thsa for. the Lucre of tbur 
Gold i t]|pug]vunder.tkEretcn€cof.pr6]»a(^gthe 
Chrifiian Re/ijgion* 

{ 
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I will not M myfelf in the Number of tbofe who 
pretend to be God's Priirf Coun/eihrs^ neither will I 
prefome to defcant on Things out of my Reach : But 
the Spaniards have lately felt a terrible Blow in Peru i 
which, if it be not a Mark of the Wrath of Hea<ven^ 
is at leaft a Sign that the Earth is weary of them, es- 
pecially in thofe Parts, where they have AainM it 
with fo much innocent Blood. 

The City Lima^ not many Moons ago, was all 
fwallowed up by an Earthquake ; and Calao another 
City not far from it, was confum*d by a Shower of 
Fire out of the Clouds. Eleven thoufand Spaniards 
loft their Lives in this Calamity ; and the Earth de- 
voured a Hundred Millions of refined Silver, which 
the Lucre of the Spaniards had forced out of its 
Bowls. All the Mountains of Potofiy from whence 
they dug their choiceft Metal, were levelM with the 
Plain, and no more Hopes of Gold were left to their 
infatiable Avarice. 

I leave the Judgments of thefe Events to thee, 
who art of the holy Line, full of refplendent 
Thought, prophetick Ifcharif^ confecrated Emir^ 
Glory of the Houfe of Mahomet. Yet give me leave 
to tell thee, that this Calamity of the Spaniards in 
part refembles the Fate of Sodom and Gomorrah^ and 
the reft of the nine Cities of the Lake. The Infidels 
(ay there were but Fiw. Let them alone in their 
Errors ; 'tis certain the Muffulmans have the only 
true Hiftory of former Times. Doubtlefs, God is 
fevere in Chaftifements, when he is incens'd againii^ 
a Nation, Witnefs the People of Aod and Themod^ 
with the Men of the Valley of Smoke, and the City 
whofe InhabitaAts were in one Hour all turn'd into 
Statues of Stone, and are to be feen at this Day, as 
a ftanding Monument of Heaven's Difpleafure. Yet 
no Nation is ruin'd 'till it ruin Itfelf, as God fpeaks 
in the Alcoran, 

O 
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O Effiir^ in whofc Veins ran the moft purify*d 
Blood in the World, pray for Mahmtt, that he 
may nelrcr turn Jpofiaa from God and his Prophet, 
nor do any thing which may hurry him to an un- 
timely Fate. 

Paris, 0/ the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER X. 
^0 Muftapha, Bafla. 

TH'IS Mowing Summer, if all Reports be 
trub, is like to ailbrd ^me Campaigns of 
Blood. The general Difcourfe here is, that the Grand 
Seignior will fpeedily have an Army of Three hun- 
dred thoufand Men in the Field ; Part to a^ in Dal- 
matia and Candy ajninft the Venetians ; the reft to 
be employed againft ^tPtrfiansy the more inveterate 
Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. 

That faucy EmbaiHTador IJhmaelBtr CokU Can de- 
ferv'd the Puniihment was inflided on him for his im- 
pertinent Huff, and drawing his Sahre in the Pre- 
sence of the greateft Monarch of the World. And 
let it be an eternal Precedent to the Envoys of fo- 
reign Princes, that they may learn a Leflbn of Mo< 
detty, when they addreii to the Lord of their Lords, 
and not, by Premmption, incenfe die Kii^g of the 
Earth. , 

But *tis apparent, this Embaffiidor took Advan* 
tage' of our Troubles : He ^elPd with a vain 
and falfe Idea of the Perjtaw Puiflance : Befides, 
they fay, his Mafter has enterM into a folemn 
League with the Cxar of Mufcrv^ againft the ihin- 
ihg Empire* And 'tis certainly known here, that 

two 
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TwQ JmisfrnJors are arrived at Vgnic* from thu Po- 
tent Emperor of the North ; and others are expe Aoi 
from Pir^ to n^otiate a Tripartite League between 
thofe Crowns sind that Repijflick againil the Fi^urioui 
Ofmaut. Hence I ruppoie it was, that the rude Here* 
/fVi took the Boldne(s to commit an A6Uon» which all 
the Eafi panifhes with Deaths Neither is it any thivg 
to the Purpofe, what the Chrifiians of thcfe Farts 
£sLy, That the Ferjons if Asnhajfadors are /acred i For 
.auich more fo ace the Perjws of Sowreigns. And (b 
long as an Envoy obeys the La*w of Nations^ in onljr 
delivering his Nfefla^ with Refpe^ and Civility, that 
Law will protect him from all Injuries, But if he 
muft needs leap over his own Fence, and inftead 
ef appearing like an Jmhaffador^ he will a£k the 
Fart of an Affaffin^ ^.Furioji, a Cov^emmr of Mt^- 
Sty^ he can ejqped no better Treatment, than what 
is due to his audacious Infdence : He throws ofiT 
With Scorn the Protection that his Charader 
claims, aqd in a mad BravaJq courts the Revengjt of 
the State. 

This IJhmael has all along been counted a bold 
Fool in the Court of Per^. He has committed a 
thooiand wild Pranks at I^ahan, more becoming a 
Je/ery than a wife Minifter of Sute. Yet his 
Mailer (Ull winkM at his Extravagances for his Fa- 
therms Sake, who did many notable Services to that 



from the Mtgul wa^ none of the le^ft ; it being the 
only Town which commands the Frontiers of Ferfia 
« and the Indies. 

For this and other Merits, Sha SopU prefbrM 
bqth hun. and his Son to the mo&. confiderable 
Oovenments and Qfices in the Empire ; wherein the 
eld Man aqouitted. himfi^f fiurly to theJaft. Bnt 
this young Buffioa grew unweildy with too .moch 
Hoaonrj affir^tcfd tSo Gramlees, an4 pby'd spom 
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the King himfelf , tot which he had once like to have 
been csS to th^ Dogs. Bat at the Interceffion of fome 
•f his few Friends that Puniibment was femitted and 
changed into Exile ; whilft his Enemies made ufe of 



They were feme of the greateft Lords of the 
Court f who bore him a Grudge, and they had hour^ 
ly the King^B Ear ; which Advantage they made 
uie of to iniQnuate fuch an ill CharaBer of IJhmtiel^ 
that he knew no better Way to be handfomely rid of 
hi»» than by fending of him on this defperaie Emhajff^ 
to the Myfterious Porte : Chafing rather that he (hoold 
fell by the Grand SetgttUr^s Command than by hi» 
owi^ who had leap'd fo mach'fienefit from the Ser« 
vices of his Father. 

By this thou may *il difcem, xkaXXhitKifig6[ Perfia 
IS eameftly refolv'd on War, without regarding how 
his Herald xbsx proclaimed it is received : For that 
* Amlajfader deferves nt> othei* ^ith^ who comes not 
Jttith iiie JLOCuftomM trtfij^f and iutplicatwe ; but 
with an Addrefs of a harfher Stile, denouncing Enmi- 
ty at his very firft Approach to the Feet of the Invin* 
cible Sultan Mahomet, 

After all, it rejoicc^s tatttp hear, that thou, and the 
other Baffdh of the Empire^ ate fo rcsdy to affill our 



fepal and voluntary Cofttrihttlonf, hfi has received a 
Supply of thirty Millions of ^ptrs, beEdes the con- 
ftant Revenues, Cujionfs^ IriiuteSf and Suhjidiet 
of the Empire, This is noifed all over Chriftendom % 
yet the Venetians feem not much to dread the Con- 
fequences of thcfc vaft Preparations ; judging that they 
will be employM eifewhere, than againft any Pro- 
ntime of their Dominionsy except in Dalmatia, where 
thefe Infidels truft to the Strength of their Forts, and 
the inacceffible Height of &ociu. 





Bat 
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Bat Me thsA laid the Foundations of the Earth, 
and caales it to tremble when he pleafes, the* fame 
OoD form'd the lofty Mountains, and can level tkem 
with Plains to fcrvc ijic Followers of his Prophet : 
Even as the Stones came voluntary to falute the 
di*uine Mejjfenger himfelf ; the Trees rowsM them- 
felves as out of a deep Sleep, and the Earth yield- 
ing on all Sides to the forcible Motion of the in- 
Jpired RootSy they walk'd out of their Places, and 
CQmpo5»M an Umbrella over the Head of Mahomet^ 
when he was ready to faint with the violent Heat of the 
Sun, 

Thus (hall the Elements confpire to aid the Trut 
Believers: And when they fight for Alcoran 
againU Infidels, God (hall endue the iir«ffmA/r B»ngt 
with Faith and De-votion, 

Paris, ytb of the id Moon^ 
of the Tear 1657. 



LETTER XL 

To Mehemet, an exiVd Eunuch, in 
Egypt. 

PREPARE thyfelf with a Conftancy of Spirit be- 
coming a Muffulman^ when thou (halt underfland 
that the beft Friend thou haft in the World is gone to 
Paradife, May Go D grant him the Rcpofe of ^ True 
Believer y an Apartment of (ingular iDelight . Por'tis 
the brave Solyman I fpeak of, who not only deferves 
thy moft grateful Vows for faving thy Life, but has 
done a Thoufand meritorious Aftions befides, which 
now crown him with Chaplets of Immortality. 

I 
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I wifli I conld have been the Relater of 1>etter News 
to my baniih'd Friend. Bat oerhaps thoo haft h^rd 
of his Death already » by fome Veflels from Ctnft amino- 
ple^ and ib *twill be needleis to iay any Thing as to 
his antimcly Fate, or the ^ragetlies of the Seraglio^ 
and Impiriai City. 

It fems very ftrange to me> and a Thing unac- 
countable, that there can be no means found out to 
prevent theie dangerous Infurreithns of the Soldiers^ 
and that the n&oft formidable Empire on Earth 
ihould be thus fneqncntly (hocked by her own Sub* 
jeffs ! MihMmef^ the Things of this prefent World 
are a perfed Riddle^ and our Life itfelf is but the 
Shi^ionu a Drram. Thou haft experienced the 
Inconftancy of Fortune, and that there is nothing 
on Earth deferves a wife Man*s Confidence : There- 
fore, if I may advife thee, it ihall be» to wean thy 
felf from the trivial Afiairs of Mortals. Let not 
the natural Fondnefs which thou may*ft poffibly 
have for thy former Courtfy Life in the Seraglio, 
return to difquiet thy SouL A Man may be happy any 
where, that knows how to be contented. Nature is 
fervM with a Little ; and we ought to efteem our 
irregular Appetites as Foreigners. If our Fortune 
be not extended to the larger Meafure of our Wiihes, 
'tis eafy to contradt and adequate our Minds to our 
Fortune, 

Thou may 'ft carve to thy felf various Sorts of 
Felicities in Egypt, and render Caire as pleafaot to 
thee now, ConfiantinopU was formerly. Virtue' 
makes all Places delig^htful. If thou art for an 
active Life, there's BuliQefs enough in that populous 
City ; . and Ooportttnities are never wanting to a 
Man that is ready to lay hold on them. Beiides, 'tis 
l!he popular Charadter of Egypt, that whofoever 
dwells in it finds an Employment fuitable to his 
Inclination. But if thou art Melancholy and Con- 
templative, in my Opinion thou could'ft not have 

chofca 
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chofcn t Country tnopc agreeable to faeh a Tern- 
per. 

Were I in thy Statkm, I fliould make freouent Vi* 
fits to the Fyramidi^ and never be weary of Marching 
oat the Antiquity of thofe admirable Struffures. 
There is hardly any Thing made by human Art, which 
has pat me upon more important Studies and Diiquifi* 
tionsy than the Original of f hefe fiufendous fiArifks. . 
They forpafs4n Grandeur and ^Magnificence the 
moil renownM Buildings of the Grt^ and Roman 
Empires^ even in the iTM/Vi&of^eir moH fiourifiiing 
State. And I would fain learn, Whtn they were 
firil ereaed, by Whom, and for What Ends ? For 
I cannot believe what Jofifbus the Jtnmflif Hiftorian 
reports of tbem, That they were^juilt in the Time of 
Mofis their Lanv-giver, and that all thofe of the He* 
brew Nation^ amounting to feme Hundreds of Thou- 
fands, were employed as Slaves in tSie Werli, ^by the 
King then reigning in Egypt* 

I have perused Herodotus the Grecian^ Dhdbrui 
the Sicilian, with Straio, Plinj^, and other Writers, 
who have all taken great Pains to (earch into the 
Antiquity of the Pyramids : Yet after all dxeir ^ra^ 
nnls in E^t^ and their Converfe with the Priefte 
of that Country^ they fecm to have recdv*d but 
fmali Light in this Al&ir ; leaving Things in Un- 
certainty, and not agreeing in their 'Accounts^ 
One will have them to be only defignM for Sepulchres 
of the Kings ; another fays, they were built by 
Jofeph the Hehrew, the Fi»ir of Egypt, and that 
they were the Granaries where he laid up feven 
Years Provifion of Com, agatnft the Famine which 
in his Dkys afflicted the Earth. Thus they diiler 
in their Sentiments. And our Countryman JBn 
Ah^ Alhokm declares. That when he was in Egypt^ 
he could not draw from any of the Priefts the 
leaft Certamty as to die of thefe Pyramids y or 

their 
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their AiM^i. Which makes him conclude. That 
fince there was no Memory or Footiieps of their On* • 
pnml Idt among Men, it is probabk tiKy were batlt 
before the Fl9$d. 

This agrees eacadly with what others of our 
Arabian nritir$ have delivered concerninz Kings 
Saudrid, who reign'd in Effpt three hapdred Yean 
before the Deingei They relate ftraoge Things of 
ihiiPrbui'i anaamoBg.the reft^ that lie dreamti 
Hibi faced Stan came d^»frtm Heaven to the Earth 
pverttu^ifig all Thiags tvith the Fiolence of their pre^ 
eipitati Fall. Being much troubled at this Vifani 
be (ent for the Priefts and Sages ; who when they 
were afiuiAled together in the iufii;^sftilaeey Aeli* 
maa their Catsr^ or Prince of the Aftrologen^ told 
the Kin^^ fhat a Tear before^ he hdd /ten a Vifak 
which made a deep Imprejjkn cn his Mind, For thefe 
tiliftial Orbs appeared to defcend fi lonts as to touch 
ihe Earth, fi that thi Stars uoere ming/ed amonf Men^ 
nensheiift uphis Hands abov^his Head, in- his Dieam, 
to koep the^ Heavon/rom quiU^opprejghig^ Mortals 'osish 
its W^ighi, Whilft 1 <ujas in this Pojhtre, faid he, 
smethonght 1 addi^fftd nt^fslf to the Snn, befieching 
the re^Undent God to retire nvith all his glittering 
Train of IMhts to their^ancient Station an 'High. 
Whenipan the Sun made anfaver^ When IJhall ha'vo 
accompli/kid three h u n d red-Circuits, the Heavens tviU 
return to their proper Places. 

When Aclimon had related this Fifan, the Kit^ 
commanded the AJrologers toered a Scheme of the 
prefent Conjurations Above, and tell him what 
thqr preiaged. They did fo, and all agreed. That 
a Deh^i ihould Firjf overflow the whole Earthy 
and that J0erwardsii fliould be totally deftroy^d by 
Fire. 

Upon the hearing of this, they fay Xing Saudrid, 
commanded the Pyramids to ie built, carrying all 
lus Riches into them with the Tahks of the My^e^ 

rioui 
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riaus Sciences^ and £«w/, and whadbever was' 
cfteemM precious and worthy to be prcferv'd from 
the General Difiruahn, And the Annais of Egypt 
fay, tha^t he commanded thefe Words to be engraved 
on them. 

/ .Saudrid laid the Foundation of the Py- 
ramids, and finijhed them in Six Tears : 
Tet I challenge any future King to de^ 
molifh them in Six hundred Tears \ tho^ 
it be much eqfier to ruin than to buUd. 
I covered *em with Silks ; let any Man 
after me cover them with Mats, if be 
can. 

In thus afiertirie Saudrid to be the founder of the 
Pyramids f it ought to be underftood only of fome 
of the Greateft ; and that the other fucceeding Princes 
(perhaps after the fVW*) fpur'd on with Emulatioa 
and Defire of Glory, built the Reft ; which is the 
only Way to reconcile our Arabian Writers to He- 
rodotus, Diodorus, and other Hijioriofis of the Wejt, 
who ailign Cheops or Cbemnis, with Chephren^ Cba- 
brjis, znd M^eri»uJ the Son of Cbemnis, zs Founders 
of feme particular Pyramids, Whilft Strabo and 
Pliny afcribe the Building of one to Rbodote, a 
famous Strumpet, or at leaft to fome ox her 
Paramours, 

Doubtlefs, there is great Obfcurity and Con- 
fufion in the Records of the Ancients about the 
exad Time when thefe illuftrious Monuments were 
built, which yet is an impregnable Argument of 
their Antiquity i fince, when one Author aifcrts 
this or that King to have built a Pyramid, another 
demonftrates the contrary, by proving, that That 
PyrumiA was in being long before the Days of 

the 
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the iuppos'd founder. Neither can I find any Con- 
currence of Juthrtttes^ fo rational and exadUy 
agreeing, as that of the Arabians^ who all anani- 
snodffly deliver, as a certain Truth that thefe un- 
parallerd Structures were built long before the 
r/W. All which is confirmed by the Egyptian An- 
nals themfelvesy penn'd by thofe of the Coptite Race^ 
who defcended from Coptiniy Son of Mafar^ the Son 
of Banfer^ the Son of Cham, the Son of Noah ; with 
whom, and his Family ^ Philemon the good Frieft 
made an Alliance by Marriage, and in their 
Cuftody were the Records and Tradttims of the old 
WorU, 

Bat if it be granted, dear Eunuch^ that tho/e 
Hijhrles are true which .relate the Tranfadions of 
the Kings of Ezfp^ before the Flood i what Reafon 
have we to call in Qaeition the Fragments of Ma» 
nethos^ z Frieft of Egypt ; or the Genealogy and 
SucceJJion of Egyptian Monarchs deliver'd by Hero- 
dotus ; or the Chronologital Regifiers of Egypt •un- 
folded by Diodorus, which carry up the J^e/gn of 
thehr Kings to above a thoufand Years beyond any 
other the moft early Epocha of the Creation, except 
that of the Asians, or the intermiddJe Afcent 
of pail Ages in the Records of the Chinefe and 
Indians ? 

I know not what to call it, whether the Cow- ^ 
^rdice of the IntelleSl, which dare not venture to 
bunch into fo vaft a Speculation ; or its Sloths 
which will not take the Pains to unfbld and flretch 
its drowzy Faculties on the moft natural Idea in 
the World. *Tis true, indeed, we cannot without 
fome Fatigue contemplate fledfaftly the Eternal 
Exiflence and Duration of Things. 'Tis an immor- 
tal Thought, that can tranfport the Soul back 
through fuch an Infinity of Ages. Yet the Pleafurc 
is agreeable to the Undertaking ; becaufe Truth, 
ierene as the Mornings in Eg;fpt, enlightens the 

Profpca 
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ProfpeA, and tempts the Mind, if *twete pofiiUe, 
to look even beyond Eternity itfclf : Whereas, he 
that only confines hb View to the narrow Honz^m 
of particular Hi^^ries, is like a Man in a Wtlder^ 
nifty or a low and (hady Vale, where his Eye is 
ctirb*d with the Interpoiition of Thkkets, uneven 
Ground, and envious Enclofures. For foch are the 
dark Controveriies, inextricable DifHcolties, and af- 
fected Umbra«s of moll U^riters, who never darfl 
peep o*er the Mountains of received Opinion ; or if 
they did, they fearfully or malicioufly hid their 
Difcoveries, from the reft of Mortals. I tell thee, 
as God is Eternal, there cannot be aflign*d an In^ 
fiance of Tim, wherein the fTor/d did not exift. For 
the firfi Matter flows as naturally from his EJence, 
AS Light from the Bun, 

If thou adoreft any other Gon but this, thou 
wilt be found in the Number of Idolaters and Infi-* 
dels who pay divine Honours to certain Mighty 
Angels, ArcUteSs, as they believe, of the 
wrfe. 

They behold Honfes, Caftles, and great Cities 
built by Mortals, and at a certain Period ruiiiM by 
Fire, Water, Earthquakes, or other Accidents ; or 
deftroy'd by the Effeds of War : From hence they 
form a Notion of the World's Original and Cata* 
firopbe : They confider the Animals, ■ Plants, and 
Minerals ; that every hdimdual periihes in Time \ 
and that even in the Heavens there are ftrong Symp- 
toms of Corruption and Alteration, Hence they col- 
Arguments to prove the Weaknefs and Decsy 
of uni'verfal Nature, which they vainly compare 
to the Life of a Man, a Bead, or a IVee. And 
as they have their appointed Siafons of Birth, 
Growth, Maturity, Decay, and D^th ; fo it is 
with the Uni<ver/e, 

But all this is Sophiftvy ; or to fpeak more favour- 
ably, we gUght to change it to the* Account of 

ih^ort 
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ihort Meditation. For the' the Individuals of all 
Kinds are changM, ceafe and difappear at their ap- 
pointed Periods ^; yet the S^pecies Kinds them- 
lelves remain for ever before our Eyes. As faft as 
one Man dies another is born ; and fo it is with 
the Brutes : And the Seafins of the Tear in their 
|)ropcr Courfe renew all the Vegetables, We find 
the Elements, the Sun, Moon, Star«, and Earth re- 
jnain unchangeable. And why then (hould we 
think they were not always fo, and will not coi^ 
tinue fo for ever? or if this be too bold a Stretch, 
let us conceive them, at leaft much more ancient 
and durable, than they are generally thought to be. 
And if thefe greater Beings (hall undergo a Change 
in their outward ^Farms, we may yet believe their 
Subftances will remain for ever. 

But whether corporeal Beings are thus lafting o^t 



Our Souls zx^ Immortal, and need not the Emhalifh 
ing of Eg^t to preferve them fi"om Corruption, 

Therefore, dear Mehemet, fince we are deftinM 
to live for ever in one State or Other, let us not 
fiear Death, which irbut a Minute^s Sluihber, a ihoft 
Trance out of which we fhall immediately awak^ 
to encreafeom* Knowledge and Experience of thofe 
Myfteries and Secrets oi Nature, which at prcfent arte 
hid from us. In a Word, let us live like Philofo- 
fihers, and then we may hope to die with the fame 
£U|utnimity of Spirit as he did, who in his laft Ae<i- 
nies, being aikol by his Friends, fVhere ivas all his 
^bihfiphy now ? Anrwer^d, / am juft eniring on 
new Dif€o*very concerning the Nature if Salt, Aati 
with that Word he expired. 

Paris, yth of the id Moon, 
^ the Tear 16*17. 



410, we havefomethii 




that can never perifh. 
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LETTER XIL 



To the mofi Venerable MuftL 



IF the publick Seditions ihould always continae, or 
be as frequmtly nenewM as tbey have lately been 
4it Con/lantinopU i and if their £ffe£ts fliall be equally 
iaul to the Grandtes as has been thislafi horrid Ma- 
itinyof the Soldiers ; to congratulate any Man's Rife 
<o an eminent Dignity, will be but to iiatter him, and 
Ji^ddreilies of this Nature mull be efieemVi no better 
-jthan mock Compliments, civil Infults, and fefliiona- 
ble Sarcafms : Since at this Rate, great Honours ought 
4o be k)okVi on no otherwiie, but as direft Advances 
.and nearer Approaches to Infamy and Death ; whm 
Man is exalted from an obfcure Faftnefs and humble 
&curicy to the glorious Hazard of a precipitatt 
fall 

*Tis therefore when I come to kiis the Dull of 
Ay Feet among the Croud of true Believers, and to 
welcome Jthee to the moil facred and fublime Vicarfl?ip 
on Earth, I draw near with an Indifierence fuitable to 
•a MuJfulmM wiihing thee not more. than Safety 
-in that myfterious Station, but fuch a Temperament 
4>f both, as is due to thy Sandity and incorrupt Ac« 
dons. In a Word, I wiih thee a perpetual Immu- 
oiity from thy PredeceiTors Temptations, and from his 
^Crimes ; and then thou need*ft not hd^ his Misfor- 



Let not what I have faid pais for an Argument 
of Difrefpe£l and Undutifulnefs to the Heir of Pro- 
phetick and Apoftolick Rc\'elation, the great Patri- 
arch of the Faithful. I reverence both thy Office 
find Perfon, yet am commanded to avoid Flattery 
and partial AddreiTcs when I write to the greateft 
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Sages in the Empire. And had not this Injun^ioa 
been laid on* me, my own natural Temper would 
prompt me to fhun that Vice which renders a Man fo 
much lefs than himfelf, by bow much he exalts ano< 
ther above his due. 

I have often propos*d to thy Prcdeceflbr, the migh- 
ty Benefit that would redound to the whole Ottoman 
Mmpirtt if Learning were more encouraged, and the 
Hidories of foreign Nations were tranflated into the 
^miliar Language of the Muffulrmms. 

It is, that thofe who are deftiiiM to fubdne all 
Things, and have already fpread their glorious Con- 
4|uell through thegreatell Part of the Earth, Ihould be 
acquainted with the Tranfaftions of former Times, 
ihe Wars of illuftrious and brave Heroes, the Rife 
and Fall of ancient Kingdoms, and in general, the 
in'oft noted Revolutions in the World . From fuch Re- 
cords our Generals and Military Men may draw Ex- 
amples of Fortitude and Patience, Condudt and Pru- 
dence, in all the Fatigues and Difficulties of War. 
Our Statefmcfn may improve their Knowledge in all 
the Maxims of Policy and Wifdom requifite in Time 
6f Peace. In fine. Men of all Conditions may learn 
the Precepts of Morality and Virtue. 
* Methinks 'tis Pity, that we who poffcfs the Terri- 
tories of the ancient Grecians^ the Kingdoms of Co- 
rinthy and the Argimes : the Commonnxjeahh of Affjens 
and Lacedamon ; the Empire of Macedon^ and the 
State of the yeovr ; fhoold be ignorant of the Laws 
by which thefe divers Countries were of old governed, 
and the Charaders, Lives, and Aflions of their firll 
Law-givers, and fucceeding'Govemours. 

But if thou lhalt detemine,. that the Knowledge 
ol* tjiefe remote AiFairs is fuper^luous and unneceflary 
for true Believers ; let them at leaft not be ignorant 
in their own HiHory, and the Original of their Pto- 
;geniiors. 

■» 
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*Tit trne» we AraHam hfivt ?SX alpiqs; taken Care 
:Of our GemaJ^m^ every Family and, Tribe being 
^diligent to preTerve t]|e Memory of .their Ancellors, 
and all concur with an unanimous Zeal to Regiiler 
rthe holy Lineage oiF Mahoiriet, the Meilei^er of Ganx 
So that we can from liis Father Jbdadla run up in a 
^dired paternal Line , to Cayjdar, the Second Soiiq£ 
Jfmael (on whom be the Benedi£Uons of Gop.) We 
are not ignorant iiow this Cay^ar ((xom whom the 
jioble Corer^ derive their Pedigree) ficft fettled at 
Mecca^ in pure t)eyotion ;o the Square Temple, which 
was built by Ancels when he might as well ha«e 
vChofen the more rertile Plains .of M^a^ Pirfia^ and 
AJIyria^ as did his Brethren Doama^ NaphiSj, and Red- 
* <«i4« £i|t he forefaw by his Skill in Aftrdqgy, th^ 
the Inhabitants of tbofe Regions would be Idola^ 
ters : And fo it came to pals ; for they were ia 
jthe Numbsr of thofe who ador'd the fii^e. For 
ethe fame Reafon he choie not for his Seat Arminu^ 
.though that Country be renownM for jthe Refting i[ 
}NoaPs Ark on Mount Gmdis^ and the femous Ci- 
tty Themunine, or the Work of Eiehty, being the 
City built after the Delt^e by \St Eighty, wha 
efcaped in the Ark, But Cajfoar knew that 
People of that Province fhould worihip the Stti\» 
and it was verifyM in the Pofterity of his Bie* 
.jchren Nab/am and Mafnm. Therefore he chofe; 
Mecca f though a barren Country, becauie he knew k 
.was the Seat predeilin'd to the £le£t Lineag^^ the 
Generation of juH Men .and Prophets, from whom 
was to fpring the Light of the World, Mahomet, 
who in Paradife is callM Al Batrafim^ and in Heavea 
Achmet, 

Caydar was the only Son of ffmael itho topk 
.part with his Father, and followed his Example^ 
wor(hiping One God, Creator of the Worlds, as he 
.jiad learn'd by Tradition from Abrahim the Beloved 
.of the Eternal : Whereas Nab&yeth^ Abbatlf thma, 

and 
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ftnd the reft of tke Twelve either ador*d the Snn, 
Moon and Stars, or the £leinent8» except Jackour, - 
Who paid divine HcAoors to the Tree Bttlemer ; and 
Badal and Majfa^ who facrificed Beafts to the Idols 
BohinuH and j^ixe. - 

And as our Hifloriuns have been thus particnlarly . 
Istaft in According the Affidrs of the Twelve Sons of 
Ifinael ; fo they have fhewed themielves no lefs pe^ 
cife in relating tht Tranfaaions of the twelve Tribes 
which defcenoed from then¥» even down to the pre-r 
fentAge. 

I do not inM on thirto teach thee fomething^; 
hereof thoa art Ignorant '; but to pat thee in Mind 
•f the Benefit and Advantage, beiides the vaft De- 
light which accrues to a Nation by thos prefervingi: 
the Memoirs of their Anceftors; in which my Coan« 
ffym^^n have esKeeded the Fiddity and Case of all 
^er People. 

Had it not been f^r tlie Induf&y of AtMan Wrii^ 
iirsy the Hifl&ry of the whole Saracen Empire^ the 
Socceffion of the Caliph, with their Wars and Con* 
fiefts, would have been either quite loft this Age^ 
or at leaft mach deprav*d and falftfy'd by the Ma^ 
lice of Cbriflian and Pepfian ^Jutbors^ both equally 
Enemies to the Truth s by which it is evident, that 
every Nation ought to regifter their own Traniac- 
tfons. 

What therefore T chiefly aim at is, that the ^lo* 
rious OJmans, who have by their Valour entered into 
the Pofteffions and Territories of many ancient Na* 
tions, might alfo be acquainted with the Hiftories of 
tiioTe People whofe Lands they enjoy : But above alt 
I wiih, that after they have found a Way to fo much 
Wealth and Honour, they would not lofc themfelves, 
and their own Original. 

I fpeak of the Turks, properly fo calPd j the 
Defendants of the Scythians, who by fome were 
c^em'd the nvoft afnienf Nation on Earth ; a Peo- 
I 3- Pl^ 
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pleformM by Nature for the Empire of the World ^ 
were never conqaer'd themfelves, yet fpread their 
Vidories over all Jfia. They rooted Zo^rto, a Ge* 
neral ofJiexaudtr the Great : Aod drove back a huf- 
fing King of Egypt with Shame ^d Lofs to his owa 
Coantry : In fine they were a People naturally juft, 
temperate, hardy, and endued with all the excellent 
Qualities which the Philofophy of the Greeks and Ro* 
mans ce«ld never infpire in their Subje^> thought 
they aimed at it. 

Thefe were the People, O Oracle of Belie'uers horn 
whom the prefent Turks defcend. And is it not a 
Shame, that they can give no other Account of their 
Ancei-ors, but what they borrow from the Chriftians 
who in the mean Time reproach the Mujfulmans 
with Ignorance and Barbarifm ? 

'Tis for this Reafon I renew the fame Requeil ta. 
thee, which I often made to thy Predeceflbr, that 
Learning may be encouraged : Let all the ancient Re- 
cords and Hiftorics of the Greeks and Romansht fou^b^ 
out and tranflated, by Men ikiiful xn Languages ^ into 
the familiar Speech of the Ottomans : Some, J know,, 
are already common among the Grandees , as Herodo^ 
tus, Plutarch and others ; but let not any credible 
Writer be wanting. 

In doing this, thou wilt put a Check to the Sco& 
of Infidels^ augment the Honour and Intereft of the 
Mujfulmans^ ^Si'^ leave an immortal Name behind^ 
thee on Earth; which will uMike thy Joys in Paradic« 
more fweet to an Infinity of Ages. 

Paris, it^th of the ^d Mtm^ 
of the Tear, 1657. 
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LETTER XIIL 
91? the Kaimacham. 

ALL Europe, except the Fhftch and Suuedes^ hangft 
down her Head for the Death of the German 
Emperor. He went to the Immortals on the id D^y 
of this Moon, after a long Fit of Sicknefs, and forty- 
nine Years Life on Earth. 

Naihan Ben SaMdi, Agent of the Porfe at Vienna^ 
inf< f ms me, that on the wme Dajr, whereon the Em- 
peror died, the Imperial Palace took Fire on a fudden,; 
and with fuch Impetuofity, that a great Part of it 
was prefently confum'd, and the King of Hungary 
and Bohema, the Emperor's Son, narrowly efcap'd. 
with his Life. This is eftcem'd a bad Omen to the 
Empire ; and without being fuperftitiouf, I can affure 
thee, that Germany is in a very bad Condition at this 
Jan^ure. The^le£tors arefo divided on the Score of] 
Relizhn^ and their fecalar Intereft and Alliances, that 
in aU Probabilty> they will not with Eafe decide the. 
Socceflion. 

The Duke of BrandenburzB having united him'elf 
to the Sfwedes^ will not conient to the infialli'ng Leo- 
fold Ignatius yofephui^ the Emperor's Son, becaufe. 
that Prince fupports the Caufe of the Poles and Danes. 
The Palatine' of HtydeWerg and Buke of Ba'varia^ 
are at odds about their private Pretenfions. The 
Duke of Baxottf would fain be Emperor himfelf, 
or have one at leaft of the Lutheran Religion: 
And the reft are fo incensed againft the Houfe of 
Auftria^ that it is thought, none but the Ecclefiaf- 
tick Princes will vote for the King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, So that there being no King of the Ro- 
mans to claim the Succeffion by the ha^s of the Em- 
fire,, the Throne is like to be' vacant yet a while. 

I 4 Car- 
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Cardinal Maxariniy who watches aU Opportuni- 
ties to aggrardiTse his Mafter* has difjpatched away 
fcvcral Couriers into G'erma/ty, to negotiate privately 
with the Eledlors, and concert thofe Meafures which 
will be moll for the Intereft of frana. And, I tell 
thee, this MiniHer has no fmall Influence on the Ele- 
ctor C<?/f», and Prince Pahtine tA\\vt Rhine: Bc- 
fides, thou wilt fay, he goes the right Way to Work^ 
when thou ihalt know that he makes ufe of the Frencb* 
Gold to compafs his Defigns. 

No fooner did the News of the Emperor's Death 
arrive at this Court, but it was obfervM the Car it* 
fial took up a hundred thoufand FifioUs of the pub- 
Kck Banqaiers in this City : And CYfiry Body guefs'd 
Jiow 'twould be difpofed. 

The Portuguefe Ambaflador at this Court has 
caus'd extraordinary Fire Works to beplayM on the 
River Seine before the Palacexf the Kingj in Honour 
of his Mafter*s Coronation, the young King of Pon- 
tugal. But the Spaniards are preparing more deftru- 
£tive Fire Worki on the Frontiers of that Kingdom^ 
being ready to enter it with an Army of Sixteen thou- 
fend Men to recover the Fortuguefe Crowil. 

In fending thee thefe Intelligences, fage Minifler, 
I am not conce'rn'd for the Infidels. Who dies or 
who lives, whc riles or who falls, is all one to Mah- 
muty provided the Gr«^^5^;^»itfr's Health, Life, and 
Happjnefs be augmented ; And this I fj^ak as an ir 
rahian and true Believer. 

Paris, 30/^ of the /^h Moon^. 
the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER XIV. 

3^ Raba Mahomet, General of the Otto- - 
. man Forces, at bis Camp near Adrian- 
nople. 

THE faered Empiiv of true B^mra is befet at 
this Time with Infidels, Rebels, and Herc- 
tkks. Here are many Rmnours fpread abroad con- 
cerning the Per/ans, and thelntcwtt they have in 
the Baja and Citizens of Bahykm. They talk alfo,, 
that Amie M^econtents de£gn Things which ought 
set to be namM. 

Go» ina given me two Ears, and I hear thefc 
Difcourfes with both, bat I entertain them wick 
«6c nnchangeable Judgment, that thty are only 
tite Whifpers of Fame* which has a thoufand dou- 
We Tongues. If it be true, that the four Chianfes 
Wlio were difpatch'df to Bahjlotf from^ the Grand 
Sit^ttkr to confirm the Inhabitants of that City in 
their Alkgianee, and affure them of fpeedy Suc- 
cours^ were mnrtherM by the difloyal Citizens ; 1 
doubt not bat 'els' as true, that the Plague has con^ 
fam'd the grcateft Part of the Red-heads in their 
Camp at Aranfacat, What tho' thefe Babyknian 
Mongrels cry, L^ng five the King ^Perfial The rclfe 
of the Empire, with true Zeal and Devotion,- pray 
fcr the Health and PmJjperity ef the GramtSfignion 
What though tl^e S«/tan has fworn by God and hia 
tTiiawie, bf the KMven? and the Earth, that he witt 
fo againft the Venetians in Perfon I The Mufti can 
eaffly abfohre him in Cafe df fujwme Neceffity, 
iirhence his Prefmoe is requifite agamft ^e taore ao* 
turfed Kjif^afihh 

Tis probable the OJhttm Monarchy may be mtithf 
embanrafi'd by domefficlt TrouUis uA ibiieisar 
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Wars ; yet he that founded it, and is the Conferva- 
tor of Ages, will out ot tkefc very DifUmpers and 
Evils, produce a good Conftitution of Health in the 
Sute, and a firmer Eflablifhmenc againft ail Ene* 
mies. 

In the mean while, the Venetians are very bufy 
in their Levies at Home, and in making Intertfts 
Abroad. Courtiers perpetually pofting up and 
down Chriftendom^ to and from that City. They 
would willingly have all the Bufmefsof Europe, (^ipfar- 
feded for their Sakes. Every where *tis whifper'd 
there's fome grand Defign on foot againft the Turks^ 
but no Body knows what. And I tell thee, France^ 
Spain, Germany, Foland^ Sivedeu,^ and the reft of 
the NaTUirene Kingdoms are too much entangled a- 
snong themfdves to have any Thoughts of m^dling 
with remote Affairs. 

The Poles would have, had the German Empe^ 
ror taken that Crown in Vaflalage, on Conditiop 
of protecting it from the Swedes, But whilft the- 
Emperor was alive, he weighed the Difficulties, and^ 
refusM fo chargeable an Cmer. Now he is ]ately^ 
dead, and the £«vpire is hardly capable to defend 
itfelf. 

Di&rences are newly rifen between the Duke of, 
Sawria and the EleAor Palatine of HeydeJierg,: 
each claiming a Right to be Vicar of the Empire dur 
ring the Vacancy and they are preparing on both 
Sides to difpute the Matter with the Sword ; whil^ 
the King of Snveden fmiles fecredy at their Inteftine 
Quarrels, refolving to be revengM on Germany, for 
the Affiftance they have given to Cafimir. King of 
Poland. , 

At the fame ttxxK> the Danet are arniing.. and 
equipping by Sea and Land, to demand Judiceof (he 
Sivedes. Whilil the cunning Mufcwtte ftands aloft^ 
emn&ng all Parties with fpecious Pretexts, but de- 
igning only to play his owji Game^ and efpoufc 

that 
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that Quarrel which will bnng him moft Booty r- 
Prince Ragotjki promifes fair to the Snjueiles, but 'tis 
thought, will prove falfc in the End. The Coun- 
Ms of th«fe Uncircumcifed, are full of Treachery 
They zxf in&toated, blinde(^ and know not what 
they do. 

The Cafe is as bad in Spmin, where the King is 
making vaft Preparations to enter Portugaly and. 
claim that Crown, hoping to make Advantage of 
their domeftick FaAions fince the Death of Don Juan 
de BragoftM, the late P or tugue/e King : Not confi- 
dering that . the Frfff^^^ arc like to find him Work 
enough in Jtafyy Flanders, and Catalonia ; bcfides 
the continual Damages he receives by Sea from the 
Englijby and the Ld&s he fuftains in America, I tell 
thee in a Word, all Europe is at this Time in fuch a 
Hurly- Burly, that they iiave.no Leifure to attend our 
Motions in the Eaft ; every Kingdom and State be- . 
ing. wholly bMfy^d in their own AiFairs, and Fenice 
can rely on nothing but her own Strength. G© on 
then, brave General of the Army, deftin'd to chalUfe 
thefe Infidels, and let nothing difcourage thee from 
parfuing the Aims of Honour and Religion . Let the 
Proud Franks kiiow that there is a Sword drawn in 
the Eafi^ which will never be put up, till it has not 
only cut off the Exterior Members, but even ript up 
the Bowels of the Weftern»i5flw^ir^. 

The Inhabitants of Sicily are in a great Conftei^ 
nation, by Reafon of a freih Eruption of Fire from 
Mount JEtnay or Mount Gihel, whereby the City ' 
Catanea, and adjacent Parts, are much in Danger, 
and the Aihes are fcatter'd all over the Ifland. This 
Mountain has at Times flamed forth* in an extmordi- 
nary Manner for imniemorable Ages ; and in alL 
Probability, will continue to do fo ^till the Day o^ 
Judgment. 

There is like to be a new Quarrel between France"" 
taxi-Holland, the latter cpmplaining, that they have- 
16 had?- 
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had above Three hundred Merchant Ships taken from 
them by the French within thcfc feven Years. Uprni 
which they have ftop'd two Veflels belonging to this 
Kingdom, and Mifunderftandings encreafe aytce be* 
tween them. 

In the mean time, the German Court is preparing 
to choofe a new Emperor. His Son is the Pcrfon de- 
fignM for this Dignity^ if the Eleffcors do not oMM^fe 
it. His Name is LeopoUus Ignaiim Jefepku^^ King 
of Hungary and Bohemia, He lies fick of a ckiRge- 
roas Difeafe, not lefs loathfome than the Plague, 

And now I have mentioned thb Scourge of Gos^ 
it will not be amifs to inform thee, that in Romi 
and Naples, where it has rag'd thfcfe eleven Moons, 
and has dellroy'd a Hundred and eighty thoufand 
People, 'tis not now to be heard of ; Commerce is 
reftored; Publick Courts fit; Amhajfad^rs have Au- 
dience \ and all Things run in their nuonted ChanneL 
Yet in Genoua they feel it ftil!. 

The Souls of thefe Infidels are infected with an is^* 
femal Peftilence, and therefore God rains Curfes on 
them, whilil the Elegit of all Nations are preienr*)}! 
from all Evil, being marked in the Forehead by the 
Angel of Health, 

Paris, I K,th of the ^th M^oh,, 
■of the Tear 165.7. 



LETTER XV. 

Cara Hali, Phufician ta the Geand 
Seignior. 

T Have encounter'd a Paf&ge in the Hiftory of 
I the Firft Caliphs, which a little entangles mo^ 
My Faith is disjointed. Thpu knoweft we Mujful- 
mans believe, that Ahu Beere was the true Succejbr^ 

of. 
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of the Prophet : Yet when 1 confider^ that he at^ 
taih'd SovireigHt^hy Sar^ht, without the Con^ 
fent of the MuJhimaHs^ I know not what to think o( 
it. 

After the Death of the Meffmger ci God, the In-^ 
liabitaats of Mecca and Medina raised a Sedition, and 
took op Aims,, each challenging the Right of Eke- 
tion to tiieaiielves. When to prevent the ill Con- 
fcqoences of this Tumnlt, Mu Beere and Omar Im^ 
mediately came to them ; and to end the Controver- 
fy, Omar ftretching forth his Hand to Abu Becre^ 
luted him Caliph, and lifting up his Hand to Heaven^ 
fwore Allegiance \o him : Which Escample fuddenlv 
jpo-evaird on others, and fo the Tomulc was appeased- 
Yet Omar himfelf f6em*d to tepent of what he had 
done : For a while after he was heard to fay, Affu- 
rediy^ the Inauguration of Abu Becre ^as m rafi un^ 
euhifed Thing ; . God a^ert the ISwI *which re^ 
Jnlt from it. But let it be a LatVy That if any erne 
hereafter Jhali frejtme da ai I have done, amd fimetr 
Fealty to another , woithout theAJfent of the Muffii iQiansy 
hejball bi put to Death, 

fiat that which is of greatefl: Moment with me, 
is, that All Eb'n Abi fhaleb the Son-in-Law of tbe 
Prophet, was not prtfent at this Eledlion, who had 
as much Right to the Caliphate^ as any of them, if 
not more ai. leaft he had a Right to vote; And 
when he iirft heard the News, he protefted againft 
what they had done as null and invalid, in regard,, 
they had not confulted him. Certainly AU Eb^n AU 
Taleb was a matchlefs Hero, performing Miraclts 
of Valour in defence of the Prophet. When he be*' 
fieg*d Chaibar, a City of the Jetvs^ he took ibm 
Gates of the City from off their Hinges, and us*d 
them as his Shield. When he brandi%*d his glit- 
tering Sword, he made Mis Enemies tremble. I 
will fay no more in his Praife, left thou ibouId*ft 
conclude,. I have lifted myfelfiia the Number of the 

Xyxil 
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Kyzil BaJhL What I write, is only by way of 
Scrotiny,. beiiie dii&tisfy*d about thefe Tlungs. 

So when Abw Bicre lay on hit Death-Bed, he. 
caird for Othmart E^n Apban^ the Zcrihiy and bid 
him write as follows : la the Name of God, • 
Gracioos and Merciftil ; this i» the Tefiinm^ of 
Ahdollab ElPn Abu Kobopha^ when he was amVd 
to the laft Hour of this World, and the firft of 
the World to come.** Then he fell into a Trance, . 
while Oibman proceeded, and wrote the Name of* 
Omar Eb" nt? I Chattab. Then Abu Becre awak'd and« 
adcing Otbman wbom be bad natiCd for bis Succeffbr ; : 
HerepIyM, Oman tbou baft done nuel!^ (aid he» 
and according to my Mind, let if tbou bad' ft nam» 
id tbyfelfj ajfmredfy tbou art ^worthy tbe Honour, 
Thus Omar fucceeded in. the Calif bate^ by the pri- 
vate Order of Abu Becre^ without aiking the Con- 
fent of the MuJ/himans, It looks like a Contrivance . 
or Bargain between thofc two at firft. When Omar ^ 
iwore Fealty to Abu Becre^ one would fufped hei 
made him promiie to bequeath the Calipbate to hini« 
Be it how it will, thou feel): Omar accepted the Go- 
vernment on Conditions which he himielf had made . 
Unlawful, when he prohibited any Succeffion, that 
fhonld be made without the Confent of the Mufful- 
mans. He was the firil that was called Amiro^imu- 
menim, or. Commander of the Faithfu]. 

It is reported that when Omar was near his Death, 
thofe that ftood about him defirM him to name his 
Succeflbr; they themfelves recommeded A/i Eb^n. 
Jbi. Taleb^ becaufe of his Relation to the Prophet. 
But he rejected him, and committed the Election of' 
his Succeflbr to Otbman^ AH, Telba^ Axobia^ Abuy 
Qbeidaind Saad Eb'n Abi Wakka. Abu ObeidAher^ 
fore coming to A/i Eb'n Abi Takb, faid thus to 
him, Art tbou be to nbom 1 mcpf ftwear Fidelity^ 
tbat tbou wtt aS according to the Book ofGoi>i and 
>tie Laws of bis Propbet, and tbe Conftitutsori of tbe. 

Two.' 
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T<wo Seniors f AH anfwered, / w/// euer aH accorif 
ing to the Book o/Goi>, and the La*w of his Prophet t 
but as to the Conjiitutions of the tiuo Seniirs, I nvill 
follow my own Counf el. Then Abu Obeid going to 
Othman^ faid t^e f^me Words :,Axtd Othma^ promi- 
fed to perform all that they required. So they chofe 
Otbman to fucceed Omar in. the Caliphate, He wasr 
accufed of too great Partiality to thofe of his Blood f 
for he recalled Hacem Ebno''LAs EH^n Omaih^ whom ' 
the Prophet had bamih\l. He gave him alfo a Han- 
dred thouland A/pers^ and to Abdella E^n Chaled^ 
he gave Forty thoafand. They taxed him alfo with 
Pride, in that he fat on the highell Seat of the Pro- ; 
phetick Throne, where none but the holy Prophet . 
himfelf had ever fate : For Abu Becre in Reverence 
to the MeiTenger of God fat one Step below it, and 
Qmar two. So that the Arabians being incens'd at ' 
Othmanh Arrogance, and other Vices, took up Arms,, 
and kiird him. Then fucceeded AH. 

I rehearfe this Hiftory to thee, that thou may 'ft 
know the particular Grounds of my Diifatisfadion, 
and give me thy Opinion in this Matter. For, if 
Abu Secre, Omar and Othman were unlawfully lifted, 
tp the Caliphatey it follows, that they were Vfurpers^, 
and Halt the only true SuccefTor of the Prophet.. 
And, if this be granted, then we have no Reaion to 
cjirfe the PerJians, \t\iQ are the Followers of HaH,. 
Gdd knows which is in the Right, We or They. 
We are all the Difciples of the Prophet, and believe, 
in the Unity of the Divine EiTence. God blefs Ma- 
hornet oat Law-giver, with all thofe of his Houfe. 
GosiMe^ Mahomet our glorious Sultan; In fine^^. 
GoD.bleis thee and me. 

Paris, i^th of the ^th Moon,. 
ofthe.Tear\6^^ 
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LETTER XVI. 
7o Cam Muftapha, Bafla« 

BY the Notices whicli I receive from Cwftant^ 
nopUy it appears that the Groimd of all the 
publick Difcontents in that City, is the Feneftans 
Conqaeftand PofleiSion of 7>«£<&x: As if the People 
thought that Ifland would prove as fiitid now to the 
Mujulmans, as it was formerly to old Troy^ when 
the Grecians under the Condtf^ of ^tfj»//Moir pitched 
t&eir Hrft Camp there, to recover Helena the ^reft 
Woman of Greece^ whom Paris the Prince of Tny ' 
had ravi(h*d from her Hofband^s Embraces. 

That Rape was &ul to the frejans? For, after 
ten Years War, their City was taken by Stratageor, 
aad burnt to'Afiies: Tlieir Princes and Nobles either - 
all flain, or carried away Captives by theviAorious 
Greeks, Only JSneas fav'd his Father alive, car- 
ry irig him on his Back out of the Flames, and with 
fome other Commanders efcap^d to Sea in fuch Veilbls' 
aft they found ready. The Hiftory of all his Adven- 
tures is too tedious for a Letter. Suffice it to f^, that 
after many Voyages from one R^ion to'aoot&er, at 
lad he landed in Ita/y, where he and his Company 
fettled. And from them the Fenetiaxs, with other 
People of Europe, deri ve their Qrieinal. 

'Tis this makes the prefent Poffeffioit of Ti$fs^ 
Jos appear as an ill Omen,, in the Eyes of the Sv^ 
peritiuoos : As if thofe Rdlicks of ancient Trof were 
now come to recover the Habitations of thdr Fa- 
thers, and drive both Greeks and Muffulmans, out of 
the Empire. 

But thefe are only Chimaera*s andl>reamsj §or 
when a Nation is once difplanted from the Native 
Seat,, they feldom^ oz never take Root there again. 
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Befides, who knows whether the Fenetiais defcend 
from 3r<y, or noP.'Tis true, indeed, if EiAorians 
fpeak Truth, that JEneas faiPd into two 
Years after the Burning of ; *Tis probable al- 
fo, that he built Lamnium ; as Padua is afcrJbM to 
Antenw one of his Captains. But where's-the Coor 
iequence, that the Venetians Ihould therefore be the 
"Off-J^ing of thefe Hereick Fugiti'ves B . They may as 
Well fay, the French are the Pofierity of the Moors^^ 
becaufe thofe Africans once feated themfelves in 
^pain. For juft fo independent are the States of 
if one of another, and their Inhabitants of as*^ 
diBferent Genealogies^ as are thefe two potent King- 
doms, with the People that dwell in them. 

And now the Trojan Wslt is in my Mind, I can* 
pot but fmile at the egregious Folly of Jjax^ the 
Son of Te/amon, This was a great Commander in 
the Gm/<i« Army, a huge, brawny. Giant-like Fel- 
low, that had perform'd Prodigies of Strength and 
Valour in combating with the Trojans, and yttat laft: 
fell upon his own Sword and killM himi'elf, becaufe 
£e could not have his Will of UfyJ/7s ; and all about 
an old ruily Buckler , taken from tne Enemy, which 
Jjax claim'd as his Right, in Peward of his merito- 
rious Services, and of the many Scars he had re- 
ceived. But Vljiffes over-rui'd the Counfcl of War» 
that was call'd on Purpofe to decide this Quar^tl, and 
got the Shield himfelf* For beine a cunning 
plaufible Fellow, he pleaded, that tho* the Cou- 
rage and brave Adlibns of AJax deferv*d all due 
Honour and Acknowledgment ; yet the Surprize 
of Troy, and ending of the War, was only owing 
to his Wit and Contrivance, who deluded the 
Trojans a Wooden Horfe,- in the Belly of 

which lay a Detachment of armed Men ; and thefe,. 
after the Horfe was admitted into that City, came 
out of their Neft in the Dead of the Night, and: 
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fet Flrepo the HoHe, opening the Gates alfo to the 
Greciati Arnt^, 

If the Venetians conld invent feme fach Strata- 
gem, perhaps there would be danger of their tak-. 
ing C9nftantinople^ but 'till then,- illaftrious Bafa^ 
there's no Reafon to fear thefe Infidels, Beiides ic 
will be very eafy to difpoiTefs them of that omi* 
nous Iiland,and fo diifipate the Charm which has be^ 
witchM the fedhious Rabble. Btit I would counfel, 
that it be attempted in Tim^, before the Venetians- 
are got into the Helle/pmt with their Navy : For 
there's no Succeis againft thefe Infidels by Sea. 
That Element^ it feems, is the Wife of the Duke of 
Fenice ; being efpoufed with a Ring and other fo- 
lemn Ceremonies^ on a certain Feflival of the Nd- 
xarenes. 

One would think alio, that the Ef^lijh had mad^ 
fuccefsful Love to the Sea ; for their Navies are al- 
ways profperous. We have frefli News come in of 
an Encounter between them and the Spanijb Wejl* 
India Flea, near the IJland of ^eneriff^ wherein 
there were Seventeen of the Spanijb Ships ftlnk and 
burnt, and among them were five great GaUoans. 
They took from them an immenfe Treafare oft 
Gold and Silver, with other coflly Merchandife. 

The French Court rejoices mightily at this Ex- 
ploit ; not in any real Love to die EngUJf^ but io. 
Hatred of the Spaniards. For between thefe two 
Nations there feems to be an irreeoncileable Anti- 
pathy. Befides, the French have Roafons of Sute 
for their Joy, being in League with the Englijk 
Coinmonwealth. 

That which renders this Viftory the more re- 
markable, is, that it was obtain'd in a Spanijb Har- 
bour, the Porte of Santa Cruz in Teneriff", Every 
one extols the Englijh Commander for a very brave 
Perfon, his Name is Blake, I am the more par- 
ticnlar in this ReUtion, bccade thou art expert* in 

Marine 
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Marine Afiairs, haying had the Command of the 
invincible Ottoman Armado, 

There is sr Poft newly come in from Gefmany, who 
informs us, that tlie King of Sweden and Prince Ra- 
gotjki, have taken the ftrong Fort of Srzeki Litenjki,, 
mm the King of Poland. 

The Fortuguefe AmbaiTador at this Court prefiea 
the King with much Barneftnefs to fend Aids to his 
Mailer, in regard the Spaniards are a£laally enter'd 
into Portugai, and have taken OJi'venza, a City of, 
that Kingdom^ 

I formerly acquainted the Minifters of the Di^an, 
that the King or Spain had caufed aH the People of 
his Kingdom to be numbered : Now I tell thee far- 
ther. That in order to carry on the War effeftually 
againft Portugal^ this Monarch has commanded the 
fifth Man in every Family to take up Arms, and 
follow the Campaign. At which Rate, they fay he 
will have an Hundred thoufand Men in the Field. 

In the mean time, all the Difcourfe here at pre- 
fent is, concerning the Siege of Montmeli, a. very 
ftrong Place in f landers. It was invefted by thr 
Trench Army on the i ith of this Moon, under the 
Command of the Marefchal de la Ferte Seneterre,. 

France has fent a great many brave Generals into 
the Field this Summer ; and I pcrCcive, the BaffiCs 
of the Ottoman Empire arc not like to tarry at Home. 
God infpire thee, and thy Equals, with a Refohitioi^ 
which knows no Medium between Vidory and a glor 
nous Death. 

Paris, 26tJb of the 6th Moo/t, , 
of the Year 1657. 



JLET- 
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LETTER XVH. 
Vo Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew Vienna^ 

T' HE Bcgiixning of thy Letter furpriz'd me with 
Wonder, when I read that a Chiaus from thc* 
Grand Seignior, the Sovereign of Sovereigns. Lord of 
Three Empires, and Five and Twenty Kingdoms, 
ihottld have the Difhonour, not to iind Admittance 
within the Walls of Fien?ia ;, and' that in a Ti^l•^ 
when the Germans have no Reafon to provoke a Fo- 
reign War, being fufficientJy embarrafs'd with Do- 
mcftick Troubles. But when I read farther, and per- 
ceived, that no Ambafiador, not even of the Chrifti- 
em Princes, has any more Privilege at this Jundurc 
and that it is an eftabliA'd Laixf of the Empire,, 
thus to reverence the Majefty of their deccafed Sove- 
reign, and ' confak the Safety of the. next Eledioiw^ 
I'ceasM to refent this any longer as an Indignity to oar 
great Mader, and only concluded it to be fome My- 
3ery of the Aufirian State. 

Is. is an Argument of profound Refpe£k to the Im^ 
periaJ Gboft, that the Chnrches are all hmigwitk 
Mourning throughout the Hereditary Dominions, and 
that no Mufick is permitted either in the Teorples or ^ 
elfewhere j no Jpllity or Mirth, till the Funeral Obfe- 
uies are perform^, and the Body of Cafar is con- 
gn*d to the Place of its everlafting Repofe. 
As to the Quarrel between the Duke of Bepvarsa^ 
and Prince Palatine, aboUt the Vicariate,' there's 
much to be faid on both Sides : And it ought to be a 
Thing indifferent to thee and me, which of thefetwo 
gets the Victory. Yet for the Sake of Truth I will 
tell thee in fhort what 1 have coUeded out of the 
Journal of X^ar^oa, Jthy Predecefibr, and out of o- 
ther Memoirs, ds they came tojny Hands. 
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It appears then, that by the Gol^ien Bull of Charles 
IV. This Dignity was declar'd inherent in the Pa- 
Jatinate Family ^ in the Right of their PoiTeffioh of that 
Principality ; and that it has been (b for many A- 
^s, even before . there were any Eledlors eftablilh'd 
in the Empire. *Tis upon tliis Ground the prelent 
,Bh£lor Palaline claims it. But on the other Side, 
it is manifeft that when MaximHian^ the Fathet 
of the prefent Duke of Ba^varia^ was invefted with 
the Efeftoral Dignity, it was inferted in the Imperi- 
mI BuHy That the Vicegerency of the Empi»e during 
an Interregnum f lhall henceforth belong to that Fa-' 
jnily. Yet this Grant was a^in' difannuird by the 
late Pacification at Munfier. And fo the Buiine£i 
is left in Difpute between thefe two Families. He 
of Ba*varia trufts to his Strength.sOid Riches, beinj^ 
alfo backed by the Eccle^afUck Princes ; ivhilfl the 
iOther only confides in the Juftice of his Caufe, the 
i^ght of unqueftipnable Inheritance. 

Leaving therefore thefe Grandees to profecute their 
feveral Claims, I'll tell thee what makes the frelh- 
.eft Noife in this City, is an AtCdnipt which the 
Prince of Conie made lateiy on the ToWn of Calais^ a 
Sea-Port of this Kingdom. He had leceived cer- 
tain Intelligence, that th^ Governor had fent out 
4he beft Part of the Garufon to fortify Ardru^ a 
Place not far from Calais, and fuppofed to be in great 
Danger ; lipon this News, the Prince 4&a(ch*d mth 

freat Expedition, defi^ning to furprize Calais hf 
Hght. But he was dScovered beibr^ he came near 
them ; and the Inhabitants uking up Arms, appear^ 
on the Walls and Ramparts to welcome him, lb that 
lie was forcM to cetire again with the Lofs of near a 
Thoufaad Men. 

Here are two Men come out of S^iand, that 
pretend to be Prophets, foretelling the Downfal of < 
the Pof^, whomthey call Antidnift^ a Beaft^ a Dra^ 
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gon^ an(l I know not how many other Titles. One 
pf them 18 gone to Rome^ to tell the hoh Fatbir to 
his Face what is like to befal him. The French Court 
looks upon them as Madmen ; and no body can efteem 
them better if they go to Rome^ where they will in- 
fallibly fall into the Hands of the Inqutfition \ which 
thou know^H is a Hell <upon Earth. Thy firoth«r 
AdonaU felt the Smart of it, only for two(or three 
Words uttef d in Contempt of their Religion j and 
though he was not condemned to Death, yet he fuffer'd 
X tedious Imprifonment ; till at length, the Plague 
rdeasM him both from that, and the Change of this 
mortal Life. 

Nathan J if he had died by the Stroke of the Execu- 
tioner, or by Fire, the common Death of thofe who 
rail at the Roman Faiths I could not pronounce him a 
Martyr, unlefs it were to his own Folly and Ralhnefs; 
fince he was not placed there to make Profelytes, either 
to the La<w of SUfes, or Mahomet : but to penetrate 
into the fccret Tranfadlions of the Followers of Je/us, 

Thy Bufmefs is the fame at Vienna : purfue that 
with Alacrity, and God Ikall protect thee from all 
Adverfity. 

Paris, <)th of the 'jth Moon^ 
of the Tearib^j , 



LETTER XVIIL 
to Melec Amet 

T Welcome thy Return to the Earth again : For it 
appears by thy Letter, that thou halt been in the 
other World. * Twere to be wiih*d thou woold'll 
favour the Living with a Journal of thy Travels and 
Obicrvations among the Dead. Thofe Regions of Si- 
lence 
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lence would aiFord Matter of Noife enoagh to Mor- 
tals, that art always greedy of Foreign News, Pcr- 
jiaps if thou woaldft communicate the Remarks, thou 
Jiaft made daring that Ramble of thy Soul, we might 
find out fome Method of Correfpondence between 
Our World and that Inviiible State. We might 
.contrive aWay to fend Difpacches to our Friends, and 
to receive their Anfwers agkin. Or at leafl we might 
jnake fome ufefol Difcoveries in that Empire of Siia* 
dows. 

But tell me ferioufly, doft thou thiak it was 
any more than a Trance or Dream that has happen*d 
to thee i Such as frequently fall out in melancholy 
X^nititutions ? I once informed Cara Ha/a the Phy- 
'jcian of fuch an Accident as this not &r from 
Paris. It was of a Man that had lain five and 
thirty Hours as Dead, in all human Appearance, 
and fo given over by the Phydcians : Yet after that 
Teriod, he recover^ his Senfes again, and told 
ftrange Things to thofe that were about him. Sure- 
ly thefe are but the Slumbers of the Soul ; and Death 
itfelf is but a deeper Sleep, when it caufes the DiSb^ 
lution of the Body. Doubtlefs, Men awake again in 
ibme other adtive^ State. For as a Flame of Fire is 
equally difpofed to embody itfelf in the Fat of Flefh 
or Fiih, in Oil, Wax, Sulphur, or any proper Vc- 
!hicle and as foon as it is extinguiflied in one, will rea* 
dily tranflate itfelf fucceflively toall the reil, if they 
be within the Sphere of its Aftivity (as the W^ern 
Philofopher fpeaks :) So is the Spirit or Flame ot Life 
always in a Pofture of Tranfmigration. For aught we 
know, he that is a King this Hour, may be a Peacock 
the next, and within a few Days be fervM up at 
his Succeiibr*s Table, as a Royal Dtjh. 

But not to infift too much on thefe Secrets, I will 
relate to thee a Fafiage, not unlike that thou haft ex* 
experienced. 

It 
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it is recorded in the Writings of an authentick 
,Pten, the Manufcript of an ancient Arabian^ That 
AT Raft?id, Emperor of the Faithful, had many fa- 
tstwxi Phyficians about him ; among the reft, he 
Jiighly efteem*d Sideb Eb*n Naha/i, an Indian, for 
recovertng one of his near Kinfmen, out of fuch a 
Condition as I fuppofe thou hail been in. That 
Xiniinan was ^ery dear to the Emperor, who was 
£tting at a Feaft, when News was brought him that 
he was dead. The Emperor extremely troubled to 
Jiear this, buriik forth into Tears, and caufed thfe 
Table to be taken away. Then Janfer Efn Yahya^ 
one of his Confidents, immediately defired that Saleh 
•the Indian Phyiician, might viiit the Corps of his 
Bead Relation; who went accordingly, and having 
felt his Pulfe, and confider'd him well, he return'd to 
the Emperor, and (aid, Ceafe to mourn, my Lord, 
^' Commander of the Faithful : For if this Man be 
Dead, and I do not reflore him to Life again, 
may I be divorcM from all my Wives for ever. 
He had icarce made an End of faying this, when 
a fecond Difpacch came to the Emperor from tho(b 
vho were about his KInfman, aifuring him. That 
he was really departed this Life. 

Then Af Rapid began to curfe the Indians^ and 
their Ignorance. But Saleh perfifted in this Aflcrtion 
crying out with fome Vehemency, •* Be not incredu- 
•** loos, O Emperor of the Faithful, nor fuficr thy 
Kinfman to be buried, till i have been with him 
again : For affuredly he is not Dead, I will (hew you 
fomething that is admirable." AP Rajhid pacify'd 
with thefe Words, took Sahh along with him to vi- 
£t the fuppofed Dead Per (on. 

As foon as they came into the Chamber, the In* 
iian took a Needle, and thraft between the NaU 
and the Flefhof his Left Thumb. Theff the Entranced 
fnatchM up his Hand toward his Mouth. At whici 
2^kh cryM out, *• Now, my Lord, comfort your- 

fclf i 
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/f^f » fir dead Men ufi not to. be fenjihk of Fain* Af- 
ter this, he blew up a Powder into his Nofe ; upon 
which y in a few Minutes the Patient fneezM ; and 
fitting upright in. his Bed, fpokc to AV Rajhid^ 
kiffingallo his Hand. The Emperor diking him. How 
hefiundhimfelft He reply ed ; Benefactor of Man* 
find^ Ibaue been in the fweetefi Sieep that e^er Ire* 
nunij^erfill on^vis in my life* Onfy t dream'' d that a 
Dog came and bit me by my Left 1%umh, the Pain if 
'which loak^d me. With that he (hewed him the 
of the Needle and the Blood ; adding, Surefy 
it ivas no Dream, but a Truth, for 1 feel it yet. The 
Emperor was extreihely pleasM with his Indian Phy* 
fician, and did him great HonoHn His Kinfmam alio^ 
Svhofe Name was Ibrahim, lived many Years after this, 
'and #as made Govcrnour of ^gypt, where he dy'd# 
and was bury'd. 

The Eafiem Phyiicians have been hxssxm in alt 
Ages, aad are now mnch in. Efteem among the 
Fraitks, who addid^ themfelves to ftudy the Sciences : 
Here ate foracwy IczTfaA -Fbyficransixi thcfe Pnrtt, 
and not a few ignorant onp, who ferve as Foils to 
fet ofFthe Lnftm-and l^aiiiebf che^oth^s. Every 
Province and CiQr in^ France fwarms yfith 'em ; and 
they all £nd* Employment ei^er to kill or cure. 
,The Nascarenej live very intemperately, . and h.\l 
into abundance oiT Difeafes, whereof the Eaf is 
wholly ignorant : Therefore 'tis neceiTary for them 
to be weff ftockM with Phy ficians . Yet 'twas faty ri- 
cally obferved by a certain French Lord, that in a 
Town not far from his Palace, the Inhabitants were 
'all healthy long liv'd Men,' till a certain Empirick 
came and took up Jijs Refidence there ; for then 
they began to ficken and die apace. But this may 
' be an inviduous Remark. The Arabian Proverb fays. 
No Man is a good Phyfician, but he that is born fuch ; 
Meaning that fome are naturally difpofed and 
fitted to this Sciena, Indeed*! have known ad-^ 
K mirablc 
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iroirabk Cures pcrfbrm'd by Men Who ncvci- fttidied 
in Academics, or could anfwcr three Queflions in 
Anatomy ; nay, fome Women have a Gift tof this 
^Nature, and are very fortunate in their PraAices. 
Bat when all's done, the Beails sire mod happy, who 
are all their own Phyficiahs by 'fnftin)ft. 
; Mel€ii, I wifli tlicc fuch a Stlte 6f Health as.tiecdi 
• no Medicines: "But if k be thy WfiifortUne t6 fall 
into Pmrnunides his Indifpcruicn, I couhfel tllee to 
make uie of the Advice gvven him1)y -a Phildfdpher j 
who, when Parmenides complainM of a Paih in his 
Stomachy and aik'd his Advice, bid him ufe fuch 
and fuch Confedtions and Ele^uaries. The other re- 
V)ly*d, He bad made Ttyal of them all, and maty more^ 
nt found no Eafe. Then laid tlie Philofopher, Tum 
Poety for they generally have good Stomachs. 

Fans, ^tboftbejibMoon^ 
of the Tear i657« 



LETTER XIX. 
To the Kaimacham. 

Couriers upon Couriers are come to this City 
with the joyful News th^t Montmeli is furren- 
dcr'd to the French : For which the whole Body of 
the Parliament^ and the City of Paris, the Chancel" 
lor of the Kingdom, with Cardinal Antonio Barberini^ 
and all the Ecchfiafticks, went to the Grand Mofcb, 
ov TempUy where te Deum was fung this Afternoon, 
with a pompous Solemnity. And now whilft I am 
writing, there is fuch a confosM Noife of great Guns, 
llinging of Bells, and Shouts of People, that one 
would think it were enough to wake the very Dead, 
and, make them ftarC fxcMU their Giavesi to enquire 
what'a the Matter, 

The 
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The Truth of it is, this Place is counbed one of 
the ftroiH^^ in Eunsfif and the Inhabitants were 
not infeiuible of it when they made their Cenditians 
of Honour with the Kiiu^. And therefore we need 
not wonder at the exceifive Joy of the French, 

When the Keys were dsliver'd to the King by the 
Deputies of the Town, one of them, in the Name T)f 
the reft, made this fc^lowing Addreis. 

Sire, We fbould have had juil Reafon to com- 
•* plain of Fortune, and accafe ourfclvcs of Cowar- 
dice, if we had fnrrenderM this impregnable For- 
ttA to the Arms of a Prince lp(s glorious and 
puifiant than vour Majefty : Since our Y^y 
Walls are of mfficisnt Strength to defend us, 
without taking up Arms, a^inid a Power Inferior 
to yours. But in regard it is the Will ^ Heavtfi^ 
^hit we moil chasee 'Our Mailer, we rejoice to 
** fall into the Hanos of fo invincible and gene- 
*^ rOBs a Monarch ; and we hope. Sire, that your 
Maj^y will ftew us- the more Favour, for hav- 
ing usM our utmoft Efforts to conferve an invio* 
latie Fidelity to the CvtMci King, who but Ye- 
** ' ftenfay was our *Mafler. 

This was fpoken with fo graceful an A&ion, and 
iiich a ^becoming Fianknei^ that the King being 
mightily {^kas'd with them, madethem this Anfwer. 
Yes, I ihall always ixemember that your Con- 
flanc/tdefervesvmyTEAeem. And^now confidenng 
** you ^imy Suhjetts, I will befiow fuch Privileges 
on this City, » ihall oblige you to manifeil no 
" lefe - Courage and Zeal for my Service than you 
'have done for the Caihelick, King. 
And to evidence, that -he has equal Sentiments 
of XSratitttde and efteem for his Officers, by whofe 
Courage and Conduct this important Place is come 
Boder his Obedience; the King has beftowed the 
Govvtniitnt of it on the Lmnenemt-General oi his 
Armies, ,mho ms prefent at the. Siege, and was 
K 2 ihot 
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ihot in feven Places of his Body. They call him the 
Marquis of Vanii, He has fignaliz'd his Valoar in 
fixteen Sieges and Battles, being marked all over with 
Scars » the glorious Cbara^etyiicks of an indefatiga- 
ble and fortunate Hero. 

It is fit the Dvvan (hould be informM of all fach 
Paflages ; not to inflnid them what to do in the like 
Cafes » ( for they are perfeAly wife) but that thdfe Ex- 
amples may be regifler*d as Spurs to Virtue and Mag* 
namity of Spirit. For it cannot be fnppofed, that t& 
Emperor of True Believers will come ihort of thefe 
Infidel Kii^s, in rewarding his &ithfbl and ondaunt* 
ed Slaves. 

Marefchal de Ferti Seniierre has alfo had his fhare 
in the Caxefles and Acknowledgments ctf the Kir^ and 
the whole Coart. 

This Saccefs has given a great Damp to the ^/d* 
nlards^ who begin to retire as faft as they can from 
the Neighbourhood of the French Armies. On the 
other Hdb, thefe are fiill of Vigour and briik Reft- 
lutions, refolving not to end the Campaign without 
fome farther Attempts in Flmnders, 

They creep by be^riees into the very Heart of 
that Province, which is ever like to be the Stage 
War, fo long as the King of Spain has one Town 
left in it. *Tis a very rich Country, abounding in 
all the defireable Prodoftions of Nature. And the 
People are very indufbious- to learn and improve 
whatfoever is i>rofitable in Art, AH their Unhappi- 
nefs lies in this. That they are not able to proceft 
diemfelves, and fubfift independent of one or other 
of the ne^hbouring Crowns. So that whenever 
thofe Sovereigns £ill out, thefe poor People are mifS»- 
rably oppreirdl with Armies ; and in this Cafe, their 
Friends many Times give them as much Trouble 
as their Enemies. Nay it is difficult to determine 
which are their Enemies, ahd which their Friends. 
For to whatfoever Matter they are fubie^ he drains 

their 



Digitized by 



VoI. V. a Spy at PARfs. ifj : 

their CoStsrs of Money by Taxes and Contributions : 
belidcs the intolerable Vexation of Quartering un- 
ruly Soldiers, who. commit a Thoufand Inrolencies 
unpuniihed. 

Poland h at this Time in as bad a Condition, be- 
tween the Armies of Sweden, Auftria^ Brandenburgh, 
Mu/cp*vy,Tranj^I'vania,saidihe Forcesof King Cmjimir* 

The Son of the deceafed Emperor has fent a great 
Army to the Aid of that unfortunate Monarch, and 
'tis confirmed on all Hands, that they have laid Siege 
XQCraconu i whilft his Ambaffador is negotiating with 
the Eleftor of irandenhurgb, to draw him off from 
the Siuedijb Intereft. This is like to prove a War of 
long Continuance, if the Plague do not make Peace, 
which rages in thde Parts, aud deflroys many Thou- 
iands more than the S<word or Gun, The Mufco'vites 
have combatted with this Diftemper above thefe twa 
Years, the Grand Duke being forced to fly with his. 
Army, like Vagabonds, before this inexorable Con- 
queror, which gives no Quarter. 

In the mean Time, I hear ill News from Candia^ 
where they fay the Muffulmam have, in a late At- 
tempt on that City, loll above Four thoufand Men, 
with|Thirty four Eniigns, and a coniiderable Trea* 
fure. Thdfe Infidels have alfo taken and deftroyed, 
this Summer, above thirty Ships of Barbaty, and a» 
many more of Conftantinople, Smyrna, Aleppo,. Scan* 
defoon. Sec. On board of one of which they feized 
the yearly Revenue which comes to the Grand Seig» 
nior from Scanderoon ; and out of another they have 
taken the Revenue of Rhodes, kill'd a Thoufand 
True Believers, took half that Number Captives, and 
released Abundance of Chriftian Slaw: In a Word, 
they have taken out of the feveral Veflcls which fell 
into their Hands, an imifienfe Treaflire of Silver^ 
Gold, and precious Stones. 

Thefe continual Succejfes of the Nazareties, 
would tempt one to think, That this War^ was 
K 3 unjuilly 
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anjuftly commcncM by /Jr/i/^i/w, and- there- 

fore unhappily carried en by his glorious Sncceflbr, 
Su/tan Mahmet. Pardon the'Efitft* of Mfelancholy, 
benign Miniiler, if it be a Crime (p think, that the 
CroLiof of all Things is^ angry with tfaofe who vio- 
late their Solemn Word and Oath. Thoo knoweft' 
the whole Story of this War, and the firlHDccaiions 
of it. I fay no more. 

They have a Frtwerh here in the Weft, *!hat tht 
Voice of the Peitpie^ is the Voice e/" God. And the* 
I approve not the PradHce of thofe who make Ufe of 
this Popular Aphorifm to foment Seditions in a State; 
yet I carniot but own, there's a great deal of Reafon 
in it, and it may be verify'd in the prefent Circam- 
fiances of Conftantinople* 

Thou obierveft that the Soldiers are motmous, and 
unfwilling to ferve any longer in this onfbrtanate 
War. Thon findeft tlic Merchants, and in general 
all Sorts of ftop^e, difcontented and ia^tious. The 
Avenues to that Sanduary of the Wxjrld are blocked 
up»bythe/^^»*ft*ij«r; fothat neither Cbm, nor other 
Decenary Provifions can be brought in to fupply the 
Wants of fo many Hundred thouiands of People, In 
a Word, thou fceft thepoblick Calamities have made 
them almoU defperate ; they care not what they do: 
Peace with' the Cbriftians is the Word every where, 
or elfe each impertinent Mechanick will prefage Ruin 
to the Ottoman Empire. 

May God infpire thee and the other Minifters of 
the Divan^ in this Caienture of the State, to apply 
fuch Remedies as may prevent the Inconveniences of 
a domeftick War, which is always more fatal to a Ga- 
vemment than a Foreign Invafion. 

Paris, 1 1th of the Bth Mm, 
. ^ the Tear 1657. 

LET. 
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LETTER XX. 
^0 Nitban Ben Saddi^ a Jew at Vienna. 

Now thoii^yeft me ibm« folid Hq)eft. of a. 
Convert. Thy < Lettset has raia'd my £xpe^* 
uon, fitice *ds not pen*d in a Stile fall of Scruplet 
and ii^gnificant Doubts, whkb would be e^idlefs : 
Nor yet does at f^ourcMf Hypoctify and. Diifimali^ 
tion, as^ if thon inieildeft only to> diock neaad^my ' 
JF^irh^ and Mhconeinue. tbyielf an IniideL . > fint k^ 
abounds with very fair Conce^ons^ Articles of Rea* 
Ton and Honour on thy Side $ oidy expediag from 
me a true and aucbentick Account of our holy 
Phjpbet^s Life, and of the ^diraeles which ca n be 
p^ueM in Con^piOAdon of his pro^khetick Ofoe. 
Thoa would^ll £iia if any Thing . happeaM of 
this Kind to the Mcflbn^r of Go4>,. nttalldL tt» th^j 
ftopendoQs Wonders which recoameDded hMks yonr ^ 
Law-giver to the World, as the ondoabted (jmdt of 
Heaven. 

I proteft there is no Fault to be found in this 
Demand $ for it is but Reaibn, that he who aC» * 
fimies the Chara^r of a Prophet,^ ihould be dilhiK • 
filiiifli'd from Imp4jt9rs by fomo evident Signs and ^ 
Mfonder» : yet *tis needlefe to make a& exa^ Pa^ .* 
raliel, becaufe the Occafions of Jlf<^/s Miradcs''4 
were different from thofe oiMahommeJ^ the Sea}, 
of the Pn^hets. Year Lawgiver had a Commiffion 
and Power eiven him to work Miracles when he 
pleafed : Whereas ours declar'd, that he was not 
lent to work Miracles^ but to pr^h the Unity of . 
the divincf Effmce^ the Refurref^ion of the Dead» 
th^ Joys of ?$gwixltt and the Toraiints of the 
Danm'd* 

K 4, . y«i^ 
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Yet left the unbclicying World^ ftiould doubt 
the Truth o£ his Midbn, from, hit very Birth his 
Life was graced with many fupernatiMral Favours. 
His Mother bore inm withobt the leaft Painof fi<^ . 
dy or Mind : and as foon as he breathM the Vital 
Air, he fpoke with an aadible Voice, falating his" 
Mother, and adding, I pr^t/s, there is aniy One' 
God, ami that I am his Jpoftle. He was alfo Cir- . 
cnmcis*d by Natmie, coming into the Wor^dwiUiout his 
Prepuce. At the fame f£>«.r, the: J>$vilfi were for- 
bid to afceod above the Orb of the Moon ; and four • 
^siVvi were heard from the Four Corners of thje Square . 
Temple ; The /r/? faying. Proclaim^ the Truth is ri- 
fen^ and all Lies fiall turn into HelL The Second 
uttering. Now is horn an Atofile of your own Nation^ 
and the Omnipotent is 'with him. The Words of the 
V>ird were, .A Book full ^f iUufirious light is feni 
ybitfrom Go». And the Fomtb Foiceyms heard to. 
ioje^' O; Mahoiqet,^ "ivo hofvei fent ithie t» he a Prophet,, : 
Jp9ftle^s4sndQuideio.^he.W^irlil . ^ 4 
\ When \ii .tvaBL>iLbDat.foiir, Years old, accompa- 
nying the Sons of his Nurfe into the Field, the ^ 
bieiTiKi Child iletir'd into a Cave at the Foot of the 
A^untain Uriel to pr^fr : When the ArchaQgeji Ga- ' 
^W^/.appcaried.toJiim, and faid, P^^r^llai rrahmani \ 
r^hinii, &sc.i Ju the Name ^God, \C^mpAj}ionate ^ 
and Merciful^ 0< Child greatly helv^td^ lam /ent t» 
di^lant from thy Heant, the Root ofE<vil} for thy . 
Ejaculations, made the Gates of Paradi/e to fly open. 
The young refigned Ons fwd. The Will of thy Lord and , 
sntne he done. Then the Angel opened his Breaft 
with a Razor of Adamant, -and taking out his Heart, 
fqueez^d from it tlie black Contagion, - wlv^ch was de- 
rived from Adam : And havingput i^e Child's Heart ; 
inMk Fia(^^in,, h^ ble&'4him, (uadi retired to the 
Jn'vifibles, \ 

From that Time the young Favourite of Heaven 
grew up and profper'd iu all Things, having the 

Smiles 
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Smiles of G o d and Man . He was under the Tuition 
of his Uncle Jhu Taleh, who difcerningthe^arkof 
an immenfe Soul in his young Nephew, was more fol- 
iititous for his Welfare than if he had been his Son. 
His Fortune being low in the World, he had no other 
Way to provide for his illuftrious Charge^ than by 
placing him as a faSor to Cbadijah^ a Widow of the- 
feme Tribe with Medsomet^ which was the Nobleft . 
among the Arabiam. Beiides ihe was very beauti« 
ful and rich : And there wanted not Hopes, that ia 
Time fhe might become Mahomet's Wife^ 

That which chiefly encourag'd them to this, was^ 
a Ftjtoft of Chmdijah, every where talked of in thoie^ ; 
Parts. For Ihe had diviilg'd it herfelf, long be- . 
fore Mahomet became her Servant, or his Uncle had 
any Thoughts o f thus difpofmg of him. ** The Sunr 
** fccm'd to leave his Heaven and come down, to 
^ her Houfe, from whence he difpers'd his Beams^ .^ 
** through Arabia^ ^gypff Perfia, and in fine^ 
**• through the whole Earth." This Fifion had made 
a deep Impreffion on the Mind of Chadijah^ and fhe' ' 
could not reft, tiH fhe had told it to a certain Fa- 
Jtious Sage in thofe Patts^ who had great Skill in. - 
jfjro&gfznd other m^jferhtts^ Sciences y and was cele^ ♦ 
btatedtonhQ Integrity of Ms Manners; ^ Aff foon ; 
as he heard t He Contents of *her f^i^&*:'he) iaid, • 
*^ In the Name of God, C Widow, . enter into t^y: 
^^ Bat^jy and prepare thyfelf witk the Jieceffary Pn- 
*^ rifications : For thob Aiilt'ftiordy tie married to • 
*• the greateft Pr^het^ m the' WoMJ*^ And wheir» 
fhe alk^d the Jfir^liger';' fFhatrnfis thr country y Tribe * 
and Name of her next Ht^and ; he told her, jfietvas** 
aft Arabian o/*Mccca, ofthi^ribe^f the Corel's,, and-' ♦ 
that hh Name nbas'Mhhorr^/ '.j i . , 

As yet the frophetick Widow kneifr' nothing 'of *• 
the Nephew of Abu Taleh, But thou may'A ima- • 
gine ihft felt ftrange Paffions,- when, his Uode after- »• 
K J, ward*. 
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wards recommeiidtd htm to her Service ; and fhe 
knew that he waft the Mao in whom the Aftrokpr\ 
Charader was verify*d, as to his Country^ fribe, ' 
and Na$ite. For Mahomet was the Son of Abdalla, 
who defcended ffom> the Bani 4fchm^ who were the 
fOhUfi Fam}^ in the Tribe of the CorePs. Who 
can expreis her Sentimentsy when fhe faw the beau« 
tifhl Youth' making his firft Addrefies to her as an 
h*mble Slave^ whom flie beliered Heaven had or- 
dained for the Pattner of her Bed [ With what a 
Gi^ee andr becoflmg.Modefty did he receive the laft 
Ii^o^Uora and Farewel of his plrting Uncle ! How- 
cver^ ihe concealM her Tnuifports, and fent her be« 
loved SJavs with a Caram oM into Syriaf allowing 
him a noble Fnfim, 

In that Joaniejr thefe happened femethinff very 
remarkable in Hcmoarof the admirable yonng Man. 
For at a certain Place en the Road, as he waited on 
the Captain of the Carmnm to a Sym^tgue of the 
2[^/, no fooner had Mmb^ma fet his Foot o*er the 
Threfhold of the Sj^mgg^, but all the Lamps there- * 
in were loofen*d fiotn their Puins, and fell down on 
the Floor. All thofe of thy Nation that were pre- 
ient, being aAoniOted M ibe pcrtentoos Accident, 
fell at the Feet of the i^k^^f, <dejiring their Advlbe 
in this amaahig Civcettfteice. They having . per- 
formM the weevt&xmi^i CefemmUt and Expiations^ 
mnfwer'd, ^ it is xvreftlell in die Traditions of th6 
Senrorar, That at Time foever a& Arahiam 
called Mmh$mit^ ftail be preftnt at oar Solemni- 
ties, Goirfhall lebiovti theCandlefticks out of 
their Pbce. It is* theiefort moft certain, that fuch 
a one is now among u»; let htm not efcape our 
Hands, left Reproach atid Contempt come on If- 
** ratl?^ Bat behold; wMlft they were bufy in 
fearchinff for the Cade of this Prodigy^ two Angels 
coaveyM Mahomet to Mfcca, whertf he ibon* aner 
SD^ried CaMjah. 
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It were eafy to recount many more Miracles in the' 
Life of the Prophet ; fuch as that of the Cloud over- 
ihadowing hiou the B^te parching oif his Head 
when he afleep^ the Trees apd Stones proclaim- 
ing him the Apoftle of Goe. And if we. were to 
make Parallels, I think the ftupendous Defcent which 
the Moon n^de at thiB Frafefot the divine Mefl^ng^, ' 
comes not' far fhofft of tkat cdebraeed Difofder on 
Mfiunt ^iftai, when your I^^w was delivered by JUbr^ 
fif. 

If thou required undoubted Teftimonies for Truth;, 
of this Miiade on our Side, o&r fomething that ia 
unqueftionable on thy own. We both equally coii^ 
fide in the difibrent Reoerda of our Nations, whicb 
were pennM by Men as liable^ to Temptations and. 
Errors of aH Sort9> as thou and I and all that helie«« . 
what thfey write. Therefore,' unlels thon.can'fl iart:^ 
fome more infallible - Authority to prove the etemaL 
and unhrerTal OMigatiens of your Law, than I cao. 
to' the contrary, thou lied under a mani^il Dj^dv^n^ 
taige ; iince I profefs with our holy Prophet and all 
the Muffulmanty that the Alcoran contains nothing 
n^ngnant to the Law of ^1^, but is only a QK>i^j 
perfea and compleat Idea of the divine Will ; And • 
tlutt^as *Mfes wa^ theLaw>«vor of the Sons of 
ti'Mahprnet^zs the' ApioiUe of the. Sons of 2fm9fl»* 
and the Seal t>f all the- Prophets. 

XXe thy own Rea(bn, and rather be of no ReHgion^ » 
than intheNmnberef thofe to whom it (hall be &id, 
at the laft Pay, Drink^ je wi^iffers rfQsaat, wd 

Flos, todf 9/ tie qth Mootf^ ' 
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LETTER XXI. 
7*^ Dichieu.Huflein, Ba0a. 

THERE hasbeena might/ Quarrel of late be- 
tween the French and Spamjb Amhaffkdors at . 
the about Pr^rri#)«^. The Occafion was this* 

one Evening the Fr^xr^i^ Amhaffadws was riding in 
a Coach, in a Place where the S'panijb Amb^ador met ' 
him in another Coach, and both ftriving for the up- 
per Hand, they met with their Hories Heads one 
againft another, and (b ftood fiilL There was pre- 
fcntly a Tumult of People gathered about them : And 
the French being more refpeded, many Gentlemen 
came in to his Side with Swords and Piftols ^ and all 
Things feem'd to portend a Co^abat. But the M^i- 
pruHs having Notice of this Diilurbaace, ieatibmeof 
the Guards to keep the Peace and todeiend the Amba£- 
iadors from any Attempts of the Rabbk. In the mean 
while, feveral Great Lords walkM to and fro between 
the Ambailadors, propofing Expedients of Accomo- 
dation : But it being at the very Jundure when the 
Trench Ambaflfador^Jiad received the News of the 
Surrender of Mmtmli,^ he would not in the leaft 
yield to any Terms. So that at the M the S^anutrd 
vm forced to drite out of the Way, thinking it a 
Matter of fuificient Triumph^ that he had itop*d the . 
jMMi«^.Ambafladorfolon|. . 

There is a Poft come m from Denmark^ wKicK;; 
brings News of the total DeftrudUon of ItvUhow by 
Fire. This was a Town beldnging to^^e and 
was fir'd by the King qf S'weden^ £M».-TW«^«^i 
are very unfortunaie of late Years ; they make no Fi- 
gure in Europe, There is a Period fct to the Gran- 
deur of every Kingdom and State, and the Danes were 
once very victorious and formidable ; but now their 
Monarchy declines apece,' to make Way for the ri- 
fing Luftre of the Swdes. 
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By Sea the Dunkirkers make a great Noife : They 
have lately taken from the Frenci twenty Merchant 
Vcflcls, and from the EngliJhnt2Lr half that Num ber * 
But if they have not better Fortune than their Neigh- 
bours, the French will take their City from them e'er 
long. Every Campaign makes a fair Advanqe toward 
it. I fcnt an Account already to the Kaimacbam of 
the Surrender of Montmli^ one of the moil important ^ 
Places ivi Chrifieniom. Now I acyaint thee, that \ 
S, Fenantf which has not fo great a Charadlcr,. yet 
confiderable enough, yielded upon Arucles. This 
was done on the 28th of the laft Moon, At this Rate ' 
the French Priefts will have little elfe to do^ but to 
fing 7> Deum for their repeated Succeffes and Viaories^ 

From Portugal we hear, that Court, to fecure them-*^ 
felvcs the better againtt the Spaniards, hsLv^ fent toim- 
plpTC the Affiftance of Morocco znd Fez, which is 
much cenfur'd among the Nazarene^, Others fey^ 
they are only MefTengers, gone to buy up all the 
Hocfes they can get in that Country. 

In the mean while, the King of France is taking 
all the politick Meafures he can, for the Empire ^ 
the Wefi. His Amhajadors in Germany appear with 
a magnificent Train of Three hundred Men, and 
they iBle their Mafter, His moft Chrijtian Majejy^ ' 
King of France and Navarre, Sovereign Prince in , 
Germany and Italy ; which laft is looked upon as a 
£ur Step to the Title of Emperor. 

The Counfels of the German Court are not a little 
difturb'd to hear that our invincible Forces are ap- 
proaching towards the Confines of Hungary, It wilt 
fikt fome ftop to the defignM Ele^ion. Befides, they 
cannot agree among themfelves about a Succeflor. 

The Qieen Chrtfiina of Snveden is come back again - 
into ihh Kingdom, being frighted out of //i^^ a fecond ' 
Time, by die Retura of the P&rg;«<:. ' 
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There is a. War commcnc'd between the City of 
Mknfter^xxd the Bifinp of that Place j fo that he has 
lAA a formal Siege to it and preiTes them very clofe. 

AH this is of no fuch Importance as the News that 
iTeccive from Conjiantinople, which afTurcs me, that 
tfte Muffklmans have retaken the Ifles of Tenedos and 
Demfws, tht)' with fome Lofs of Men. 

I wi(h they could as cafily drive the Venetians out 
of the A^chifelagOy and then the Imperial City would 
have BO kmgor Reafon to complain for Want of 
Bread. 

Paris, \tth rftbe gib Mow, 
.^f the Tear 1657. 



l5:tter XXII. 

TV Dgnet Oglou. 

I Know not what*s the Matter, but moft of my 
Friends are of late grown ftrange to me. They 
writse but feldom, and then their Letters are full of 
Rfeferves, as if they fufpcdbd my Integrity : Or, 
becaufe that I am commanded to inform the Di-^ 
van of all criminal Praftifes, therefore they are 
Afraid to ' communicate their Sentiments with the 
fame Freedom as formerly ; tho^ on Themes no ways 
belonging to the State, bat purely fpeculative, and 
the connmon Difcourfe of all fenfible Men. Are ^ 
yost become more morofe and rigid at ConftantinopU 
than you were twenty Years ago ? In thofe Days, 
I itmember it was common in the publick Coffee- 
Hans for Muffklmans^ Greeij, Curds ^ and Franks , or 
Men of any other Religion, to meet together and 
veht their Thoughts with Liberty : No Man being 
willing to be fkigtn^tiz'd with the Charader of a 
Clown for uking Offence at anothefs Faith, tho* 
ilifbtat from his own. 

It 
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It was then dlccm'd a Point of Gallaittry, to fk- 
voar the Chriftians of all Se€ts, and let them talk and 
as they pleaM, provided they blafphoned not 
God, or his Prophets. And they themfelvcs would 
have condemned any of their own Party, who ihocdd 
have been guihy of fuch an Immorality and Affront 
16 the eftablifiied Religion of the Utffiilmmns^ and 
, thie general Senfe of Mankind. 

But why then is the fame Liberty rttrench'd now, 
and that among Mufulmans whoare intimate Friends ? ^ 
It it not now as lawfal for us to converie with one 
another by Letter, or any other Way, as it was then 
to enter into Dialogues with Infidels } I would not 
encourage nor imitate the bold and prophane 
forts of their Wit, who deny the Being of a God, 
or otter Bhifphemics againft his MefTenger : The 
whole Vni'oerfe is an irrefragable Teftimony ofan 
Eternal and Omnipotent Nature : And the Alcoran^ 
is an evident Proof of the San^ity and indifpenfible 
CMmiffton of our holy Law-gi'uer, But I hope it is 
no Crime, to enter into Speculations of Things liable 
to Controverfy, At Icaft, I will venture to difdofe 
to thee my Thoughts, who art the rroft agreeable * 
of all my Friends. I tell thee, my dear Dgnet, it 
apf>ears to me ridiculous, and like the Quarrels of 
Children, for Muffulmans to wrangle about mere 
Trifles in Religion, and that the refigned to God 
ihould be zealous for the Whimfies of Men. One 
Party believes the Jiatran is eternal, another fays, 
'ds created. In my Opinion, they are both abiurd 
Afiertions. The firil, becaofe then it will follow 
that there are more Eternals than One, which \ 
a fsax Step to Folytbeifm and Matty : The fecoad 
is only an Impropriety of Speech ; for we do not 
nfually fay of any Writing, that it is Cieated but 
Penned. 

I can eafily believe the manifold Defcents of Ga^ 
hie/ from Heaven^ whe» he brooghit d«vn the 

Hundred 
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Handifed and four Sheets of Science and Faith. But 
whether Mam had only ten of thefe Sheets, or one 
and twenty as feme fay ; or whether his Son SetJ^ 
had but twenty nine of them, or fifty according ta 
others, is not material according to my Faith. It is 
pbflible Edris had no more nor lefs than thirty, and 
Ahrahim our Father, juft ten of thefe divine Manu- 
fcripts. Of thefe we are fure, that the Volume of the 
Zitou wa§ fent to Mojks^ the Pfalms to David, the 
GoJ^el to Jefus the Son of Mary^ and the mighty 
AUoran to Mahomet the Seal of the Prophets, 

It is eafy for me to believe the Celeflial Pen with, 
which all thefe Manufcripts were written^ to be of 
ibme admirable Subflance... ,Bat why it ihould be 
made of Pearls, rather than of Diamonds^ or any 
other Jewels, I fee no Reafon : or that it ihould be 
a Journey oi Fifty Years, for the fwitefl Horfe in J- 
rahia to run from one End of it to the other. Yet if I 
have not Faith enough for thefe Things, I will not 
be angry with thpfe that have . Let every Man enjoys 
his Fancy. 

But I cannot be fo indii&rent, when I hear Mea 
tell me, that God has a Body like ours, with £yes^ 
Ears, Nofe, Handd, Tongue, and all other Mem« 
bers, and Organs of Lffe, Senfe, Speech and Motion ^ 
thatheisfubjedl to PafEons of Love, Hatred, Anger 
Grief^ and all the AfFedlions that are common to^ 
Mortals. Yet thou knoweft there is a Seft of MuJfuU 
mansy who bdieve all this, and preach it to others 
with great AiTurance. What is this,, but to fet up • 
an Idol in the Place of God ? For the Original of 
Idolatry was the vain Frefumption of Men, who- 
reprefentedtheincostpreheniible Divinity, under fome 
uncommon vifiblo Figure of Men or Beads. 

?If we muft aflign a Body to God, it would feem 
]iK>re rational to adhere to their Opinion among 
the Sephaiim, who fay his Body is Infinite,. Uncir- 
cuiiifci^tt>edy and yoa4. all f <^m. Neither is it of 
..i. . : ' any 
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of the Effence of all Bodies to beCiroumfcribiniand > 
Finite, ' Since tbo' this may be readily gfranted . 
tnie of particular Bodies, y6t mttft it em be deny'd 
of the immen^ and univerfal Body- oat of whida the - 
World is formed : unlefs they wiA^attow it unlimited 
and intehninate anbody^-Spaee^- wyeh* is mote un- 
intelligible and abfurd. . Poubtlefs, if the Eternal 
Mind has a Body, *tis expanded Wide as the endlefi 
jBthe^y and equally prefent in all ^Places ; Neither 
can tlis Body be any more drctimfcfibed, cbnftied^ 
or (hut up in any Place, than the Light of the Sua 
can be reftrainM within a Room, or feparated from 
its Source by drawing of a Curtain. For all the World 
is pervious to this innnite Body, which is altogether * 
indivi£ble into Parts, even as that which we call a 
Spirit, In a Word, we muft conceive it to be firaple ♦ 
and uncompounded, the Unek and faireft Matter of : 
the Univerle. ' ■ 

'But if thou wilt havetny Opinion, all this is in- 
finitely too low and narrow* an Idea of that eternal 
and mod exalted EiTence, that intelledbial Beauty, 
which no mortal Eye has (een, no Tongue nor Pen 
can defcribe ; the fmalleft Glimpfe of whofe ineffa- ' 
ble Majefty , falling on the Thought bf holy Men and 
Pmph e is ,- fnatch awajr-their So«d«- in facrcd Pafll* . 
ons and diviao Ecftafies, .whi^fl their Bodies are in 
theCuftodyof thfe Angelofi)^^/^. At fudi Times 
they are carried up through the /e*ve;t Heavens, be- 
holding all the Wonders, and. the Purple Sea which 
divides the firft Heanjen from the fscond. They pafs 
by the Orhs, where Fire, Hail, Snow and Thunr- 
der are prepsIrM, ai^d kept in Reiervatories agaiaft 
the D^y Calamity ; being guarded by Spirits . 
or Vengeance, who are creat^ to puniih Infi- 
dels. Theik^ tliey a&end to the fourth Heavm^ 
where dwell innumerable Armies of Hofy Qw^ 
Next to the Fiftht where are the Angels of Inter- 
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tiffiM. UMPt to the Sixtht wJ»kK is the^Refidcnce. 
oi'Ardi^-Aiifiris,. Jnternimc«>'(8 or MdTen^ejrs of 
tfarcttnmM^jc^. . A^^d.iaft oh all they are lotro-t 
docvd iatot the I^efimce of thAmoft fublime Fotenr . 
tam aai Fj-mcipaJitktw. who wait before the Rct<6 ^ 
ofi the Gnatov in the Heaveiss above all Heavens^,* 
wholi^Hctght.tiaaf€eiids the, Power o£ eternal Intel<- , 
lefts to moafuit. . 

O Dgmti when I ha,ve faid all-l can^ *tis nothing ' 
ta thoPorf^frl For np Words nor thou^^ts can reacli 
thar htfmke. aipfvf aU I^J'^i' Nodiing but pure ] 
ujAodwA Minda M hav(B»Acce{s to the Skirt& and. 
Borders of that endlefs Region' of Li^ht. 

Therefiire let us not ftretdioor vain Imaginations, 
noc greedily pry into thofe Secrets which for ever fly 
from hnman ThoM^hfc .: Bat keeping ouriiBl ve3 within 
the Bennds of Reaion and Sobriety, let us adere God 
and bdieve his Br^t^ obey ^he Law of Cleanncfs 
and Purity without injuring Man or Beaft; and that's 
the Way, if theio be any, to afoemd to the Vifion 
ami Bs^ynuoioiF that (iffpiaeTst which at prefent- 
ishidfn>mtt$« 

Paris, ^tb of the i ubMm^ 



LETTER XXIIL 
To the Aga Janizaries. 

J-Reoeiv'd the^Difpatch coooiing bom valorous Hands^ 
an Exprdsperfum'd with AtfTc^, fullofhcmour- 
able Words^ and exhibiting a Command worthy of 
an Ottoman GeturaL May the Angel of. Fortitude 
condu^ thee in all thy Expeditions .i^ainft Infidels^ 
Rebds and Heitticks. 

Thy 
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Thy CoMeptket of-th^ prtfeat Stemnat^Banfei'^ 
are v«ry proper Aiidilii^ly : ¥ot in fimierTUngB 't». 
pofible thou Jiftll bMD miinkomi'dr. . TlusiAiamof 
//tf^ ar& iii€0nfi^cr»b!e» wliem coraptHd with die 
moraimpoitantlifinrofithftiNortk* Thatfr^/tnrnv 
isatpre&nt Hmt Tkfoira ei tl&e\m«ft semarkable.Aai^- . 
oi» ; ye ethe CaAipatgna m Fkmkrriidik Ymr km^ ^ 
made&kme Noife in d^. World. 

Bat^all die DifeouHe at prtfentia^ cither hmooB* 
Si<gey and takioff of Fredtric-.Odt by the S^wMd^i^ ; 
This is a Fortrcfe bdoneingttDtheKin^ofJQ^iiMfi * 
and cdeeined one :of w ilmngeft im Burefs. Yet i 
k was taken- by Storm i . wheieia .the D^^itfj lotf 
Ninety three prmd^ Qficsrs^ and about Three 
thou&ul common Soldiers ; Thirty three Colours; 
Seventy fcven great Guns, of Iron and Brafe ; Three 
hundred and eighty two Barrels of Powder ; Forty 
thoufiuid Mufouet Ballets $ Six hundred Granado*ss 
Three thoufaad J'ikea, and Two thoofand two hun- 
dred Suits of Armour. 

This Vidory makes the Smftdo appear terrible to> ^ 
their Enemies i and they are looked upon as the only 
llbarifhii^ Nation in the North, as France is in the 
Wfjl, Yet to (hew that there*s no unmixM Happinds 
here beloiK, their latereft has been much lefiened by 
the Dcfrctibn^the Bk^amdinhmrgbtrs^ who now feea^ 
to favour the Caufe of Kine Cafimr. 

9hat Mbnaich had an interview lately with the ^ 
EfiAr of Brmtdndfurg at a Fkee calPd Broomberg ; 
were th^ embraced one another, banquetted toge- 
ther, and buried aU the Memoirs of Enmity in gene- 
rout ComfvUiiims : For this is the Way of the N^r" 
them Princes of Europe^ who live in fo cold a C/i* 
MOte^ that nothing lefs than & Debauch of Wine can 
thaw their frozen Souls> andi melt them into an obli- 
ging Humour. ^ 

As for the SiMe of England, I perceive' thoa 
)am§*t\i».Chatm£^Qi^0Jp94P9 the new Sovereign 

of 
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0f that Oommonwcaldi. Yet I can inlbrm thee, 
that he be|;ti» to chan^ his Temper. There are 
SMoBs In Sis Court) give oonftant Intelligenee 
to the .KiBg of Pramtt of^} his Secrets. And as the 
c»l'd King of S€§ts could nbt ftnff Candle in a 
but that 17/S«f^r had Knowledge of it ; fa 
Bather ea& OU^otr have a Dreamy but fonte fpight^ 
ful Mercury carries the News into Foreign ComtrUs. 
His Sleep is Interrupted with fearful Fifims of Phu 
and freajems 2ifjmiL his Life; which makes him 
change his Bed five or fix times a Night. They* fay 
he is metamorphds'd from a Hero to a perfed Cow- 
ard. And this is not the Report of the Multitude, 
who take Things upon Truft ; but it is the Sport of 
the Fretuh Grandees^ who wifli well to the Son of the 
hue murther^d Englijb King. 

Imaitbeirregular in my Method of Writing, that 
J may oblige thee with military Remarks. A more 
particular Account of the Storm of frederidts-Odt 
is jud come to my Hands, wherein we are affured, < 
tkit it was taken at the firft Affimlt, wiuch much re- 
dounds to the Honcmr of General Wrangle \ and 
that the Crown-Marihal of Denmark^ with niany 
Senators and Grandees ^ fell by the Edge of the 
and that Two thoufand Captives were driven yok*d 
in Couples like Beaib, as an AugmeBtation of the 
Conqueror's Triumph. 

Thou wilt not be difpleafed at die litde CohereiW 
and Order of thefe Memoirs, coofiderio^jdiaritfaita'^v 
well enough with the SutjeB ; for I write a la Cam* 
pagne^ as the French {kj^ and fo am obliged to eh« 
tertain thee with broken Detachments of News, from 
feveral Parts, as Occafion ciers. 

The Spaniards are^ark mad, for the Lois of 
Mardihf which was taken by the Ef^li/b and FrenA 
in the 9 th Moon, and all the Garrifon fent Prifoners 
to Calais. They fw6ar they will have this impor- 
tant Place again, whatever it ooft them. Ths Prince 

: . >^ of 
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of Conde lies dangeroafly fick of a Fever at Gant : 
Whilll Don John qf Aufirta^ labours undcr.a Malady 
of another Nature, being mnchdiftrefs^d for Wantof 
Money to pay his Soldiers. This is looked upon as . 
a very bad Symptom in a Qtneral oi an Army. 

The gieat City Cracenv in Poland^ is furrendmd 
by the S'we4k4 to^Xing Cafimir. .ThatMonaich be- 

g^ns to find a Turn of his Afiairs ; and it is thought 
e will draw half the Princes of Europe into a League 
againfl the King of Sweden. 

It will be of no great Importance for thee to know, 
that the Siege of munfter is rais'd, and- a Peace con- 
cluded between that City and their Bifiop : Yet it is 
conveni^t, that th» ihould be related to the Mini-' 
ften of the Divan, who are the Judges of human 
£veiits .Befidesy in one of my I«etters^ I mentioned 
this Quarrel and Siege: 

lUuftrious ^tfy I nave obeyM thy Commands, ia 
fending thee an Abftradt of all the moft remarkable 
Trani^ons in Eurepe, daring the laft three or four 
Moens, ' I wifli 'twere as agreeable to any of my Friends 
40 fend me the News of our Armies and Navy. 

But I am more obliged to Strangers and Infidels, 
ibr the Intelligence I have of the Ottoman Affiurs 
than to any of the True Believers. 

Brave Cammander, may God preferve thee fnmt 
the common Vices of a Soldier's Life, and make thee 
as renowned as CaJ/im Mali, who was prefent in 25 
pitched Battles, received 48 Wounds, and yet lived 
totl^djd Year of his Age. 

Paris, rrtb of the i ith Moonp 
of the Tear 1657. 
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LETTER I. 

To Cara Hali, Phyfician (o the Grand 
Seignior. 

MOSTof i9y lAttm to the GrOMdm 
of the P^frte^ carry News of War, 
Sieges, and Battles among the Chri- 
ilians. Now I'll* ttll thee, who art 
my Friend, I*m at War with my felf ; one potent 
Paffion takes the Field againil another ; oppolite 
Annies .of AAediont aie embattled m my Breaft^ 
. My Heart is block*d up : Here lies Intereft entrenchM; 
There, HanottrdifplaysitsStuidard. OneMinate, 

Nature 
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tbtdf« ^n^8e)f-Ti«i<mti<Mi mftk«aS»U^ ike next, 
-they are beat bacic by Generaficy and X»<m. The 
^rft of it is, tkbtthettcCHOlrary FadUons iadbe Soul, 
^ fo blended together by a fixret CorrefpondeQce, 
•ifaat it is ^Imoft ittipo&ble to difoern whick is 
"which. 

Would'il'thotf know what the meaxiiiig of this iS^? 
Pll tell thee in Brief ; Tm in* a Contmveii/ with my 
41f, whether rd bell die or live. 
^ Wonder not at the Etpreffion, as if *twere in 
any Man^s Power to make this Choice.; ,4Qce ac- 
cording to rile MuffulMAns Faith, we cannot -hafien 
or retard the Moments detreed by Fate. Ailuredly 
iPredeilination does not in the leaft interfere witii 
what is caird Man's Fyeewwill. Every thejinoft w- 
'Iwttofj ABun of our Li^es complies aa escadkly witL 
the A{^intment of eiemal Deiliny, as the acci- 
dental Fall of a Tile of a Houfe, or the more regular 
andtronftant Descent of Rain, Snow and Hail, from 
thedoads. ' And for aaght I know, we may aS' 
properly call it the Fret-Will of a River to ron toward 
the Sea, as for a Man to pnrfue the various Currents • 
t>fhi8 own Reafon or Appetke. For fo a Fountain 
•frequently divides itfelf into many Streams, bef<^ 
it fails into the Ocean, which is its Center. And 
Manhimfelf, notwithftanding the boafted Freedom of 
his Will, is as much confin'd to a6l according to his 
Principles, PrepOfTeiTions, Prejudices, Paifionsaad 
Habits, as the different Rivolets ifTuing from the 
fame Spring are reftrained each wkhin the Banks of 
Its proper Channel . 

But not to enteftain thee wkh fliore Allegories s 
3>oth thou and I, and all Men, find ouHelves violent- 
ly carry'd awav by certain Inclinations fo forcible 
as no Power of our Will is able tO;. refill : Some- 
times our Love, Hate, Joy, Grief, and fo the reil 
of human Pafiions^ are as involuntary, as the Mo- 
lions of oor Polfe. And though in tbeaiofliiiipcmnt 

Actions 
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Adlidn^ df clar Ltvb* we geneTaUy form fomc Te- 
gular *J>efign« as their 8cope and Center ; yet we 
<io mahy Things' without Reflexion, as ImficUtu 
are faid foiinetimes to play excellent Tunes f without 
io much as regarding or thinking what they are about. 
By all which it is evident, that our has Uttle to 
doia the Condud of our Lim. Wp/ Ukp all other 
Creatures, ad according to certain fecret ImpuJ/es ik 
Naturi. The very fame Faculty which we call Inhin^l 
in the Bea£b is no other, than what we term Reafon^ 
Wifikm^ Knmjtiledge^ Difcrttion, and Forecaft in a«r<» 
/el^vii, And I think it is no Solecifm to fay. That 
that was a prudent Z>c^» who perceiving his Mafter 
making ready a Rope to hang him, ilily flipt away» 
and never came near him more. 

Suffer me to make yet a farther Digrefiion, and 
afcribe it to Fate. For I^m on a.fudden ilrang^y in- 
terrupted in my Thoughts, by a moft furious Tern- 
pdl; a Medly of Hail, Rain, Lightning and Tiimi- 
der : And this laft, though not over-noily and loud, 
yet it was the moft iingularly terrifying, that ever 1 
heard in my Life. There is a fort of thunder which 
they call the Drum^. becaufe it approaches near th^ 
Sound of that warlike Inilrument, making a lively, 
fierce Rumbling in the Air, like the Beat of an A- 
larm. There is another more furprizine, like the 
Roaring of Cannons ; bat this had a Touch in it of the 
moll harih, afFrightning and irregular Noifes that 
ever (hook the Welkin, 

I was pofTefs^d wtth a deep melancholy, as foon 
as I heard the horrid Clatter begin, and faw the Air 
darken apace, with a more than ordinary Gloomi- 
ne6 :> Then I felt fome religious Paflions ftruggling 
with my Reafon. I was full of Fears, left God was 
angry with me, for my counterfeited Life among 
the Chriftians : And imagined no lefs, than that 
this Tempeft was rais*d on purp^fe to dedroy me ; 
and make me an Example to all Mujfulmuas^. wh9 

dare 
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dare deny the holy Prophet, to ferve thq Interell 
the Gran J Seignior, as much a Mortal as themfelves. 
Or, at lead, 1 ^concluded I fhouldtalle my Share of 
the Wrath of Heaven at this cholerick Juncture. 
Nay, and all the Pbi/o/oply I could mufter together 
iervM but to raife my diunal Expedations of the 
Fatal Blaft. For I could not avoid thinking, thst 
a wicked Man is a Magnet which naturally attradb 
the Fengiance of Hea<uen : And that I being fuch in 
the hieheft Degree, could not fail of having my 
Soul icorchM up at once to nothing^ of metamor' 
fhofed to a Fury (which is worfe) by lome furpriling 
and inevitable Fla/b, For to pafs from this Life by 
Lightning, Potfon, or an Earthquake^ are the only 
Deaths f fear. 

I fell on my Knees and Face, addrefling myfelf 
to God with the moid humble and fervent Devo* 
don I was capable of. I made my Replication alfo 
to his Prophets. I faid and did all that I thought 
would procure a Refpite of the Puqilhment I fear'd. 
^ At length, being tir'd and fick of too much Prater ^ 
I rofe and fat down chearfully, remembring I was 
a Mujfulman, and refigned to the Will of Dclliny. 
Confidering alfo that I was an Arabian^ of a no- 
ble Stock-, I refolvcd, if I muft die, to prepare my 
felf with a ModeKation worthy of my Blood, that 
fo I might |;o to the Iii'viJibUs like the Grandfin of 
an Emir, 

Peiiiaps thou wik impute this to Vanity : But I 
eileem it a Point of Yuiltce, for a Man to take care 
that he may live and die Jike himfelf, without dege- 
nerating from the Virtue of his Jncefiors, or bring- 
ing a Difgrace on the Tribe to which he belongs ; 
For though God has created all Men of the fr.me 
' Mould, yet he has diflinguiihed one Fannily from 
another, by more than ffedfck Charaflers imprint- 
ed on them in their Nati'vity, And has enrobltd 
fome Mortals with peculiar Qualities ard innntc 
L l\'r . 
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-Tcrfcdions which others are wholly Strangers to. So 
there arc other remarkable for her edit ary Vices. 

Whether thefe things depend on the Blood, or on 
the different Circum (lances of Souls before they came 
Into thefe Bodies, is a Q^eftion not foon reiolTed^ 
Hut this Vm fure of, that I find in myfelf bot& 
fome Virtues and Vices, which I could never yet dif- 
cover fo odiy blended together in any other MortaL 
I'm always campaigning on the Frontiers of Good and 
fivil ; yet my Paffions are not mercenai^y : No Price 
can tempt me to Treafon or Perfidy. I am Malkr of 
a ceruin Faftnefs of Spirit, which no human Charm 
IS able to difmantle. My Integrity cannot be warpM 
hy Gold 1 And "tis for this Reafon I a little value 
myfelf : Which makes me fometimes InclinM rathdr 
bravely to fally forth into the unknown World, thaji 
tarry in this, where I meet with nothing but Contempt 
and Difefleem from the Slaves of him, fi>r whofe Sake 
I bear the Fatigue of Life. Surely, think I« where- 
ever it be my Lot to |o, after my Efcape from tlus 
mortal Stage, the Spirjtsof that Region will be kind to 
me for die Sake of my incorruptible Truftinefs ; fiur 
they have Intrigues as well as we, and coniequently^ 
will be elad of fiiithful Agents. 

InaWord, finceall my Zeal and Loyalty isthoueht 
not to merit any Reward in this Life ; I would iain 
try, whether at lead I may not delerve to be a Ghoft 
of Honour, if there be any fuch Diftin£Uons in that 
World oif Spirits. 

Paris, zjth of the i ztb MQ$n^ 
4/fthe Tear 1657. 
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LETTE R H. 
sn? Muftapha, BafTa. 

I Shall acqiuint thee with a late TraniaAlon ia' 
this Kinedom, whkb I believe has but few Ex^ 
amples. The Kaimacham has already receivM a Dif- 
psicch ftatci me, wherein I fignified the Return of 
CbtifiiHa Queen of Sweden into France : This Prin- 
ceis, fince her Arrival at FountaiMeau, having difco* 
vered fortie fecret Treacheiy in one of her RetHiueJ 
- who was an Italian Marqois, pronounced a fornial 
Sentence 6t Death on him : \^hich was accordingly 
e5):ecuted 6h the i oth Day of the 1 1 th Moon, by Jier 
o^h Officers,* in a Gallery of her Palace, after he 
had b^n w^rii'd 6f it by her exprefs Order, and had 
a Conn^flfor ient to him to prepare him for another 
World. 

When this was done, flic immediately fent a Mef- 
fttiger to acquaint the French King with this AdioQ, 
and the R^ions which indiice(? her to it. Some of 
the Courtiers at fitft pcrfuadod him, that the '^uren^s 
Proceedings entrenched OD 11 i3 Royal Prerogative, he 
being the lole Arbiter of Life ar.d Death within hit 
own Dominions : Whereupon MounJic..r de Chawiut 
was fent to cxpoftulate with her. 1 have iotm^vXy 
Mentioned this Perfon in fome of my Letters, when 
he was Ambaflkdof from this Court to Queen Chri - 
fiina^ then reigning in ^(zW/nr. is a Gcjifleiftaa- 
of great Abilities : And for that Reaicto he ha$ been • 
cmploy'd in the moft difficult Negotiations with the 
States of Holland^ and other Countries. 

Yet People cenfure varioufly j and the Cafe has 
been referr'd to the Dcftors of the Civil Law, who 
proneun«'d this Sentence in her Favour, nat being 
an Independent Seiereign, and halving the King of 
L 2 FrarxeV 
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France'/ Permtjpon to refidein ibis Realm^ the Rigbit 
of So<vireiffttf could not he dtnfd ber over ber own 
. uhjeSs : Sucb are to heefteenCd all that are in her 
Service and take ber Pay^ except tbe Suhje£ls of tb$ 
State tvbere Jhe rejsdes . 

The fwift Execution of this Queen^s Sentence on 
her Servant, in Part refembles the Rigpur of our 
Eaftern JufiicCy yfhich. aflnnits of no Delays in pu- 
niwing of criminal l^erfqns, and removing Trayjtors 
QUt of . the Way s neither is it to be diverted by any 
Fear .of After-claps. And tho' thefe Weftcrn Mo- 
H^rchs Benerally put no Man to Death ^without a 
formal rrocefs at uw ; vet fometimes they have jeap'd 
over this rule^ and only given the Word of Com- 
mand to fome of their Omcers, and the Buiinefs was 
done : As in the Caie of the Marefcbal de Ancbre^ and 
the Diie ofQuife ; the one falling by a Pillol Bdlet, 
the other by the Stab of a Dagger ; and both in the 
Kin^s own Palace^ furrounded with their Servants 
and Friends. And there was no other Way for the 
Crown of France tofecure itfelf from the Attempts of 
thefe dangerous Men, who were^'grown to fuch a 
Height, as to monarch it almoft as much as their 
Makers. 

Mighty Bajfa^ the Charms of Sovereignty are ve- 
ry ilrone, creatine Envy and Ambition in Subje^b, 
and Jesuoufy in j'rinces. It is not iafe for an emi- 
' nent Grandee to appear too popular. For he that is 
invefted with a Diadem, can never brook a Rival, 
or one whom he has Reafon to fufped for fuch* 

Paris, I ^b tfthe ift Mm, 
oftbfTear 1 65 8, 
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LETTEi^ nr. 

f<7 Muftapha, Berber Aga. 

Ttf E laniards arc all diflblved in Jov for the 
Birth of a young Priftce and Heir of that de- 
clining Monarchy. ' fis faid that the King his Fa- 
ther appointed a Solemn Fedival throughout all hi3 
Dominions, commanding his Sobjedb to celebrate it 
with the moft exalted Dcmonftrations of Joy : And 
on that Day, he himfclf wore the Ranfom of Kin^ 
in his Apparel ; the very Diamonds and Pearls in his 
Hat being valued at three Millions of Gold : By which 
thou may'il guefs at the reft. 

He has alio communicated the Jpyful News to all 
iChriftian Princei and* States, his Friends and Allies, 
^nd indeed he has fome Reafon to make a Noife <}£ 
this good Fortune, being an old Man, and in al^ 
Men's Opinion not likely to have any more Children* 
His Amhajfadors in foreign Countriu endeavour to 
imitate their Prince in all Manner of magnificent Tri- 
.um|phs» and particularly from Hollands have the fbU 
lowmg Account : That on a certain Day of this Moon 
of January^ Don Stephanv da Gamara, the Spanijb 
^mbailador at the Hague^ caus*d fe Deum to be fung 
with excellent Voices and Mufick, whilft Fifty Pieces 
of Ordnance playM continually. At Night a Hun- 
dred and fifty Pitch Barrels were lighted on feveral 
Scaffolds in the Streets, and all the Windows in the 
Hague were illuminated with' Wax-tapers. Asid thefe 
Words were feen flaming in an artificial Fire- Work 
for two Hours together. 

ParVe^ ui Magne PhlLIppt* 
ProJ^re^ proCeDe, faT rigna, 

I need not explain this InfiripttM to thee who tv% 
yers*d in tht Rman Language ; and wik find that all 
1-3 the, 
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the Salt of thefe Words lies in the Capital Letters 
pointing at the Year wherein the ^oang Prince was 
born, A/U>nL>Vn ; except a uttle ran upon his 
Name, which is ?hilip Pro/per. On each Side ap- 
peared the Arms 6f the ^nffil^ngi and under- 
neath» the Goldin Fleece fo artificially contrived, that 
from it fprung Fountains of divers Kinds of Wihe, at 
which the Multitude drank liberally for fome Hours : 
Whilll mapy new coin*d Pieces of <5oId and Silver 
were fcatter^d among (h|rm out of the AmbaOTador^s 
Windows. They were ftampt with an Olive-Tree, 
having this Motto, on one Side, 

Crtfcente hac^ fax autea crefcet. 

And on the other Side a Hand with this liilcriptioft 
in a Label, 

Dabit Popttlis Pmm, 

The Trench ridicule this Motto, and fay, the King 
of 2pain will, c*er long, deferve the Title of Peace- 
maker, when he (hall be forced to fue for it, iiot 
tcing in a Condition to carry on a War. 

Jiluftriotts Officer, I know thou art well vers'd in 
the Roman Hijidrtes, having been educated nnder 
^Jchmtt Leddy who was a learned Man, And 'tis 
'probable, thoo art . no Stranger to the more modern 
iLelations of Eur^pe^ and the divers Charafters of 
the People that. inhabit it. Yet give me Leave to tell 
thee, that Rome in alt its viftonous Bravery, never 
faw firmer Soldiers in a Battle, than the Spaniard^ 
are at. this Day ; but the Ftencb have finer Wit$^ 
more money, and better Fortune; and *ti$ this 
makes them infuk. Befides, Deftiny over-rules aU 
Things. Every Kingdom and Empire has itsCfi'^ 
maderics, wherein it droops, declines, asid at the 
grand critical Period falls to Ruin. 

The Greeks had Money enough when the.greilt 
Z\x\tvai Mahomei befieged C^njlanthtefh i But they 

liaa 
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had not Wit to ufe it for their own Prcfcrvatioti ; and' 
fo that City, the laft confiderable Stake of the Empire, 
was loft to the Ottomans^ who Toon after became Ma- 
tters of all the reft. 

Thou haft Wealth in Abundance, and Dircretion 
to manage it: Slip no Opportunities, but remember the 
old Arabian Piowrh^ which fays, God has gt<ven 
*whole Days to the Fortunate, but ta ihe VfJja^fjy hi 
.affords only fame Hours. 

Paris, I 'jth of the \ft Moon, 
of the Tear 1657. 



LETTER IV. 

7o Pcftcli Hali, his Brother^ Mafter of 
the Grand Seignior'j Cuftoms at Con- 
ftantinopie. 

1 Remember my Promife, though it be late. Thou 
know'ft I have many Hindrances, and therefore 
wilt not tax me with feigning an Excufe. However, 
thy Letter came to me in a good Hour, to put 
tne in mind of thefe Things, and to enquire of iDur 
Mother's Health, who ftillrefides in this City. 

I have faid nothing of her fmcc my firft Letter after 
her Arrival at Paris, And to tell thee the Truth, 
(he has faid little herfelf, being ignorant of the French 
tongue, and too old to learn it. Therefore her chief 
Converfation has been with Eliachim and me aibove 
thefe three Years : For that Je^ fpeaks indifferent 
good Turkijb and Arahick. 

If thou would*ft know how ihe has f^nt her 
Time, - 'tis divided between her Devotions and 
her needle. She lives more Reclufe than a Chri- 
ftian I^un \ feldom or never ftirring abroad^ un- 
L 4 Icfs 
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lets to take the Air of the Fields, and then (hut up la 
a Coach with her Maid. In a Word, her Manner of 
Living is a fit Example for the French Women : For 
in all Things (he obferves the Laws of her Edacation 
and the modeil Qufioms of the Eaft. 

No Argument can perfuade her to change her 
Grecian Garb, or drefs herfelf after the loofc Mode 
of Weftern Females. Neither will fhe'eat or drink 
any where, but in the Houie of Etiachimy for fear of 
infringing the Precepts of the AUoraif^ and difobey* 
ing the Meilbnger of God : For (he efteems the Diet 
«f the Je<w5 pure, and free from Pollution. In her 
pious and motherly Zeal, (he rebukes me for eating 
and drinking with Infidels : And IVe nothing to fay 
in my Defence, but the Neceifity I lie under of pre- 
venting Sufpicicn, that fo 1 may fer\x the Sultan 
with greater Succe(s, and that I have the MttftPs 
Difpe^ation for this . and many more Irregularities. 
When (he heai;s this, fhe lifts up her Eyes to Heaven^ • 
jays her Hand upon her Breaft, and appears refign^d : 
Yet (hakes her Head, and feems to pity my Cafe 5 
not without feme Rtfiedions on the Corruption of 
the Times, the Impiety of the Straglh, and Waiit 
of Zeal for the holy Prophet. 

She has her Health to a Miracle : And, excepting 
the firft two Moons after (he came to Parts^ I never 
beard her complain of the leaft Indifpofition. 'Tis 
pcllible, the Change of Air, with the Inconveniences 
of Travelling fo far by Sea and Land, might incom- 
.mode her at firft. She was for a while troubled with 
Eheums^ OhfiruBuins^ and a Dyfentery : But (he foon 
overcame thefe Dillempers, and has ever fince been 
perfedly well. 

We often difcourfe together of thee, and thy 
Travels in the Eafi. Sometimes I read Part of thy 

2ournal to her, which affords Jier infinite Delight, 
e congratulates herfelf, and thy good Fortuna 
in efcaping fo many Perils and Deaths, as every 

wiiere 
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where threaten a Stranger : And takes a particular 
Delight to hear thy Adventures with the IndianhzAy, 
at the Court ef Raja Hidacu. Thou may*ft be afTur^d 
our Mother bears a fingular AfFefUon to thee ; for 
we neveV meet without wifhing thee in our Compa* 
ny. She rejoices mightily to hear of thy PrDliperity 
and Advancement in the Favour of the Grand Sdgnior^ 
and his principal Minifters ; wilhing thee every Day a 
new Step of Honour and Intereft. Thou may*fi alfo 
reft fatisfied that Mabmut comes not fhort of the Af-' 
fe£lion he owes to fuch a Brother. 

At other Times we talk of our CouAn Ifiuf^ whcr 
k now in the frozen Regions of the North, His iti- 
nerary Memoirs are alio veiy pleafant t and we pafs 
fome Hours in reading and comparing tl)em with ther 
Difpatckes which I if equently receive from Mihmsr 
an exilM Emmcb in Egypt : For Ifiufh more large ixk 
his Defcrfption of that Country, and his Remarks on* 
his Antiquities, than any other Part of Jfrica, Yet 
he fays enough of a^ that Southern Quarter. 
, As to what I promiied to inform thee concern- 
iwg the Fyramidst, Mummus^ and other Singularities 
of E^pt^ know that our Jtinfman 1/ouf '^ a great 
Cn/ick, and gives the Lye to Herodotus^ Diddorus,^ 
Straha, P/iny, and other Writtrs of Gre^a zxiiRortie. 
Neither will he confent in all Things to our Arabian 
Hiftories. 

He fays, thePyr^^/V/are neither fo high, nor does 
their Bafis take up (b mdch Groi^nd, as is reported by^ 
the Ancients. He laughs a^ ihofe who a^irm thej 
caft no Shadows at N6oo>^ having ejqperiencM the con- 
trary when the Sm v/as in Qapricorn, And we may 
believe him in this, on good Ground : For it is re- 
corded of nales Milefiusy who lived about Two thou- 
iand Years ago, that he took the Height of thefe /J- 
ramids by their Shadows. 

L i There 
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. Thett arc three of thete admirable Stru^urcs not 
far from Caire, and about eighteen more in the De« 
farts of Lybi0 It b generally foppofed, thatthey- 
were built for Sepulchres of the Eppiian Kings, fome 
of them before the nood^ the refr after. Tliere are 
not wanting Hijhriafis^ who aflert the greateft of the 
Pyramids to be the Tomb of Seth^ the Son of Ad^* 
J/otirw2LS within this mighty Fabrick, and attefts, 
t^t after he and his Company had defcended and uC- 
wdd through certain Galleries, they came at iaft to 
a fquare Chamber, wallM about with pare Tbebaick 
iimrbUi in the Middle of which was a Cheft of 

£ie fame Stone, which when ftruck with the Foot,, 
lind^d Hke a mufical Inftrument. It is believed 
chat in this Clieft was laid the Body of the King who 
built that Pyramid. * 

The ancient Egyptians were of Opinion , that even 
after that which we call Death, or the Separation fsi 
the Soul and Body, there were certain Arts to retain 
*em togeher s if not in fo ftri6i and intimate an Union 
as before, yet in a very ^miliar Correfp6ndence for 
many Ages. So that the Soul fhould always take 
delight to hover about tl^ Body, and t6 exercife its 
Facultj^ in the Place where that was repofed. 

For Uiis Reafon, in the fyfi Placei, they took oaf; 
tlte Bowels, and whatfoever was moft liable to Cor- 
ruption : And having waOiM the empty Belly with 
Wine of Palms, mixM with aromatick Powders, they 
ftuficd it with Myrrh, , Caffia, and many coftly Con? 
fcftionsi and then f€W*d it up. "After this, they puri- 
fy M the whole Body wth* NiPre \ and having drawn 
out the Brains by the NpftilS with .a Hook, they 
up tbeScull with melted Gums.* And laftof all » 
they fwathed up the whole Body in Silk, fmearing it . 
Over with rich mixture qf Bitumen^ Spices ^ and Gums, 
and fo delivered it to the Kindred to be laid up in the 
Sepulchre. 

c / f ^ 
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Thcfc were the Preparations they made to coui t 
the Prdenee of the Soul, by rcndrii^ the Body -for 
ever fweet and incorruptible. And that the Majcfty 
of Riiyal Ghofts might never be interraptcd or violated 
by tlie ne^hboarhood of 'vulgar SfiritSf or the ruder 
Approach of Mortals ; Kings built thefe magnificent 
FiUs as the Palaces of their lafi Repofe, 'Tis there- 
fore tfaey were creeled in defart and unfrequented 
Places, and in fuch a Form as was dleemed the molt 
durable and fecure from the Injuries of Time^ the 
Aiiaults of the Etetnents^ and from the common Fate 
of all human Enterprizes. Each Stone of aprodigiotia 
Balk, and rivetted to the next with a Bar of Iron ; 
which with the Strength and invincible Faftneft 
of the Cement, renders it a Thing impolliMe for 
any one df thefe Tyramids to be demoliflied, though 
all Mankind were let to work foi many fucceffive Ge- 
nerations. 

AlMamm the Califh ofBahyhn^ attempted to do 
it, but in vain. For after he had fet his Men to 
work, and been at vaft Expences, they made but one 
fmall Breach fo inconfiderable, that being made fen- 
lible it would exhauft hb Treafures to remove bat the 
hundreth Part of the Pyramid, he deiifted, full of 
Wonder at the Wifdom of the Founders, 

If it be trae^ that the Soul may by (Iich Allure- 
ments as thefe, be prevail^ on to remain with the 
Bot^ in its teputcire^ and that a Man*6 future Happi* 
nefs confift in this, I fhould my felf admire and imi- 
tate thole Egyptian Si^es, I would in my Life-time 
biiild me a fntaU Mat^ofeum^ according to my Abili- 
ty, and order in my tajf ^///and Tefiament^ that my 
Bo4f be embalmM and coadited for a 'perpetual Du- 
ration. But if none of thefe Arts can alter the De- 
crees of Deftiny, or force an immortal Spirit from 
ranging where it pleafes^ I muft conclude with 
Pliny, that this celebrated Wifiiom of the Egyp*. 
ihns, was no oAcr than glorious Folly, and all 
LB - the 
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the Magnificence of their Kings in building fach coft- 
ly Sepulchres^ but Ro^ai WaSe. 

They themfelves m thus cautioofly providing to 
fecure the SouPs Abode, with the Body after Death, 
tacitly ownMy that by the Conrfe c£ Nature it 
would immediately pafs into fome other. Nay the 
Tranfmigratlon of Souls was an eftablifh*d Dodlrine 

Bg^t, How then could they be fo blind as to 
imagine a dead Carcafe^ however perfumM and fen- 
ced againil Corruption^ was more inviting than aft 
Embrio formM to live ? Or that it was more eligible 
for the Soul tobe imprifonM in a dark Dungeon (for 
no better are the Iniides of the Pyramids) than to 
enjoy the I^ight of the Moon^ and Stars ^ and the 
various Sweets of the Elements f Brother, in my 
Opinion, *twere better to be a Bird, a Woi^n, a 
Fly, or any living Thing, than to be thus immured 
fiox many Ages,, and have no other Companion, but 
an old {iXxxSiMummie. 

f^ufhBs made fome Remarks on the River NiU, . 
to which, he fays, owes not onl^r its Cora and 
Fruits, but alfo the very Soil which brinss *em forth. 
For eveiy Year, at the Tkne of Inun<ution, that 
River brings along with it from jEtBicpidt or fome 
odier Regions through which it pailes, abundance of 
Slime and Mud, mA which it covers all the . 
Land of Egypt, leaving it behind at the Decveafe of 
the Waten ; fo that tne Soil of Egj^t is borrowe4 
from other Countries, And if this be true, for aoghc 
we know, the Place of its Situation nuy be borrow- 
ed from the Sea, according to the Opinion of fome 
ancient Phitofjbphers. 

Herodotus t Pliny, and others were of this Ferfua- 
fion, grounding their Conje6lures on the nearer Ap - 
proaches of the Continent to the IJland Pharos, from 
the Time of Homer, who exadUy calculated its Di- 
^nce. And they concluded, • that the immenfe 
Qtian^ities of Slime which tjie Vik tranfports from 
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the MooBCainous Regions of Jfrica^ might in the 
Space of two MiriaJs of Yean have ffiled up aU that 
Part of the Sea, whkh is now £rni Land, and called 

be true, it feems to be very ftrange, that 
the E^iicmi flioiild boaft of greater Antiqai^ than 
any other NatioB ki the World, thoiigb their Country 
itfelf be the youBgeft of ail the Renons oa Earth/, 
an abortive Spot of Ground, hatched by a River in 
the Depths of the Sea, and ever fince cheriflicd by 
that River as by a Parent or Nnrfe, whicK ceaib not 
to convey to it yearly a convenieni Proportion of Ali- 
ment, whereby the Country itielfgrows in Bulk, and 
thelnhabitantsaremaintainM. O admirable Ph>vl> 
dence of Naturt, who can penetrate into thy myfte- 
rious Condttd f O &t^/ abounding in Prodigies and 
Wonders J Where the Land and Water, with all 
other Elements, confpire to render thee all oyer mi* 
racolous* 

Dear PefttJi^ I am tranfported whenlthink ef that 
Jtigion^ and could relate a Thou&nd more Prefages^ 
both out of Ifiuf^ Memoirs, and from the Mouths 
oPothers, who have travelled thither to obferve fo) 
man)^ Miracles. But I believe, thy Patience will bo 
fufficiently tir'd with the Length of this Letter. Be-' 
fides, my Mother is juil come to vifit me, and defirea 
me to reeommcnd her unfeigned Aftftions to thee. 

Be afliited alfo, that i)ftfA«r«/ loves thee with the 
Intmity of a Man and the Tendemeis of a Brothers 
And ne (erves thee in all Things without repining. 

Paris, x'^th 9fthi \ft Mo9n^ 
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LETTER V. 

To the Kaimacham. 

XH E FmetimMf ait veiy angiy for the Lofs^ 
Ttm^ I and not wkhoot RetibA ; for tlu^t 
is abdicate Spot of Graaady aboanding ia rich' 
Wiaesy and other ^ Nature : Befides, it com- 

mandB the Avtaue df the Shining City, the Refuge 
of Mortals. 

They variodiy relM the Manner of its being taken 
fromVm, by the Arms which no earthly Power is able 
to refift. Endeavoaring in all their Romoars, to dif- 
euift the Troth a» much as they can, atyd mifrepiefent 
oie Bmmy of the Otfmtms 3 that fo the Anions 
their own Generals may make the grea^cer Figure. 

Thde N^K&arenes have a bad Cade, and therefore 
are compelled to make ufe of Shifts and EquiToca- 
tioas to fop{N>rt it. They are quile degenerated h^m^ 
the Integrity of the Primkwe Ffih^ersxifytfiu. In a 
Word, they make good the Charadter -of the ancient 
Camii^tr^ whom a certain Foei fftys,^^ tire thoroi^l' 

It is believed in tfaeiePtfnr/, that when the F>irfrj«- 
sms quitted the liland, they departed not without Re* 
venge, fetting Fine to a Mine, and blowing op fare* 
ral Hundreds of Mmhmtttais into the Air 
• Hewever, they have forever profcrib^d andexcom- 
mom'cated ^r^mm9 Ltrtiron and Ghvanni Cvntarim, 
itl whofe Cuilody the Chief Fortre&s of the Iflaadl! 
were, accufmg them of Cowardife and Treachery : 
Offering alfo Two thoufand Sequim to any that feizes 
on them within the Dominion? of Venice, and Three 
thoufand to him that kills them in another Country. 

I know *tis in the Power of the All-commanding 
for if to protcdl thefe Exiles if they are within the 
Territories of our Sovereign ; much more, if they 
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fhelter themielves in that Sandluary of the Diflre£ed. 
But thoit, and the other fopremeMinifters, arebefl able 
to jadge whether thefe Infidth merit lo ereat a Favour.' 

Perhaps their Cafe may be like that of Nadaff^ 
Govermrof Buda, when Sofyman the Magnificent be« 
fieged that City . For N^afi was a Man of invincible 
Courage and Fidelity, but was betrayed by the Soldi- 
ers, who bound him -in Chains, and delivered up the 
City and Caftle to the triBonous Suftufi. That brave 
Hero underftanding their Treachery, and the Refolu- 
don of Hndafty fet him at Liberty, and prelented him 
with noble Gifts ; but commanded the nerfidious Gar- 
rifon to be cut in Pieces ; a due Reward of theirTrea- 
fon . For tho* Princes often make ufe of Tray tors to * 



they commonly putTue the hated Inf^ruments, with 
the Efids of a juft Contempt and Indignation. 

Ffutareh the Greek Hiftorian, abounds with In- 
ftances of this Nature, fo does Herodian and other 
Roman Authors . But no Example of Punifliment in 
this Kind feems fo proportionate, regular and in* 
genious as that which Brewnus King of the Gauls cau- 
'2d tobeinflidedon^/T^fMrof^f^^ whowhen^ 
he beliegcd that City, promifed to deliver it into his 
Hands on Condition that his Soldiers would bellow 
on her all the Omamenis of Gotd^ which they had 
plunder^ in the Wars of Afia^ and wore abont them 
as Trophies : For when file had jperfbrmed her Con- 
trad, the wife General, to do his Part, caufed xhi& 
t^irgin to fit down on the Ground $ and then everjr 
Soldier in his Ariny c^fting his Plate into her LaJ>^ 
flie was opprefled with the inmpportable Weighty and 
buried alive in a Heap of Gold. 
* I donot mention this, as if the like we?e due to the 
Thtetian Captains. I refer the Judgment of ftich 
Hiings to my Superiors^Minifters of the ffieffid Sane- 
tuaiy of Mankind. 



ferve their own Defij 




when the Work is done. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Letters t^rithy Vof.V, 

Tis pofliblc the Visur of th^ Bmch thought jne dead 
or turned Renegado^ becaufe they have not received 
any News from me thefe five Moons. But I tell thee, 
neither Men nor Devils can corrupt the Faith of Mab" 
mui. But by the Goo of my Vows, thm is not a 
snore crafty Man in the Univerfe* 

All the Reafon of my Silence^ was the Height of 
the Waters, which feem'd to threaten the Earth with 
a Second Deluge, Germany was a Sea, and Flanders 
a Lake for alK>ve three Moons together ; fo that *twas 
impoflible for the Pofi to travel. There were feen alfo 
(Irange Spedres of Fire in the Air ; and the People 
of Brabant were alarm'd with uncouth Noifes in the 
Elements. 

* Perha|)s, illuHrious Kaimacham, thefe Zft the laft. 
Preparations to the grand Cboliek of Nature i whea 
Wind, Water and Fire (hall ilrive to turn this World* 
into its old Chaos, 

Paris, idofthe 6th Moon, 
of the Tear 1658. 



LETTER VL 
To Solyman, kij Coufin^/ Conftantrnoplc. 

MORE MclaBchoIy ftill! Wilt thou have no 
Compaffiononthy exirdl/«r/tf, but harangue 
> Death with thy religious Jargon ? Believe 
me, thy Letters of this Kind are as irkfome to me 
as the continual Din and Babling q{ Boys is to a 
poir weary Pedagogm. I forbid thee not to wriie 
to me, and that as often as thou wilt : Tis a Comfort 
in my Banifhment, to hear from thofe of my Bloods. 
But let ine beg of thee to alter both thy Theme 
•fid Stile. Loive Jhiritual Things to the MolUht • 
and Imaums j "and let thy Thoughts be taken up in 

Things 
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Things belo^ine to thy Trade. In that be as inquifi** 
tive as thou can*ft. Bend thy Mind wholly to make 
new Difco^eries &nd Improvements in that, and it 
will turn to thy Advanta^. At thy tiours of Lei- 
fure 2 counfel thee to vead Hifiories^ and fometimes 
go into Company : There is mtich to be gain'd by 
converiing with Men of Senfe. Such will ferve as 
Mirrours, wherein thou may*il behold Humanity in 
its proper Figure, and the Deformity of that Vizard, 
•with which £rror and Superilition difguife our Na- 
ture, They will corrcft thy Miftakes without pot* 
ting thee to a Blufh. Wit and Reafon fhall flow from 
theirTongues^asfoft Hai monies breathe from the Pipes 
of an Organ f which clear the Spirits^ and ferene the 
Heart that was clouded with Sadnefs. 

The Imperial City is fall of fuch, both Natives 
and Strangers. Call them out from the mix*d Mul- 
titude, and make them thy Companions^ without r«^ 

Othe Ditiference of Religion, whether they be 
^ Franks^ Armenians^ Je^ir others* 

Above all Things, fhun the Society of Bigoti ; and 
number not thyfelf among thofe who are opinionat^ 
cd, becaufe they nrofefs the Txue Faith : For what 
fignifies that, if their Lives be vicious ? I tell thee, 
they are wor(e than the Injideh, Give no heed to 
Forime-TeVerSi and fuch as pretend to Aftrohgy \ 
for whilft they boaft of knowing other Men's Fates,, 
-they are ignorant of their own. And if there be any 
Truth in that Science^ one may fay, their Ignorance 
in it affronts the Stars^ and often provokes them to 
haften their own Ruin, A*Tare thyfelf, they <5nly 
amufe the World with portentous Stories, to get Fame 
and Money. 

Affociate thyfelf with none but prudent and mo- 
derate Men, whofe Morals are not leavened with a 
too furious Zeal ; who look not fupercilioufly and 
with Difdain on a Frank as he walks along the 
Streets, much lefs offer him an Indigniny, when he 

goca 



Digitized by 



234 Letters fFrit by V-oL V* 

goes about his honeft Bufmefsy ander the Prote^on 
of the GrMul Si^nkr. It becomes iionc but Janix'n^ * 
riis and Ruffiam to be guilty of thefe Incivilities to 
grangers. The Lanv of N^^ions, and the particular 
•Commands of oar Holy Propbety oblige us to treat 
fttch with ali Humanity and Tendernefs. Befides, 
*tis rcflcding on the Juftice and Ho/pitality of the 
Magnificent P^rU, which is the Rf/uege and SanSua- 
$y of all the Earth, that a Stranger cannot walk the 
Streets in Peace. Defpife no Man on the Score of his 
Riiigion I for there are no Factions in Paradije : But 
conhder, that whilft Thouiands of Mujfulmans fhall 
go to Hell for their wicked Lwes^ fo an equal Num- 
ber of thofe we call InfideU, may be received into 
the Manfions of the Bleffed for their Virtues, 

Thou feemeft to be much concerned for thy Soul i 
thy Letter abounds with w^riwvf;^ Care in this Poivt, 
In being too foKcitous, it is evident thy Faith is 
fmall. Every Line is tin£lur*d with fad ExprefTionB 
about the Perils^ Snares, Ambufhes, Hooks, Gins, 
and I know not what other Devices the De*vil has 
to ruin thy p^or Soul, <9s thou calPft it,) Qiufin doft 
thou know what the ^^»/is, about which thou keep^ 
fuch a Pudder, if thou doft *tis more than I do; and 
yet I have been fearching and prying into it above thefe 
thirty Years ; I mean, from the Time that I firft bmn 
to thini and confider dF Things : But am as hr to &k, 
as ever I was. Neither comd all the ivifi Men of Old, 
tht Pbilofiphers and Sagesi^ for aught I perceive, agreo 
in their Verdid about this »r/#r/V«/ Thing which wc 
call the SouL. 

One will have it to be, Onfy the finefi Part of Mat- 
ter in the Body; another fays, *Tis the Jir which the 
Lungs fuck in and diffufe thro* all onr Members, A 
third Sort affirm it to be, J Mixture of Air and Tire, 
A Fourth, Of Earth and Water, A Fifth call it, A 
Compleflion made up of the four Elements^ a Kind of 
^intejcenct, and I know not what. The Egyptians 
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callM it, A ctrtatn moving Nu^mber : And the dfa/- 
sterns, A Fewer withut Firm itfeif\ yet imbibing alt 
Forms. Ariftotle callM it, fA* Ferfeaionof anmtural 
Body. All thefc Agreed, That k was Corporeal, and 
. as it were extraded from Matter. The beft Pefini- 
don among them is not worth an Afper. 

But there were Men of fublime Speculations, who 
a&m the Soul to be, A Divine Suhftance^ indc- 
fendent of the Body, Of this Opinion were Zgro*- 
^/r, Hermes Trifmegijtus^ Orpheus y Pythagoras, Plu^ 
iarcb^ Foffbyry^ and Flato. This laft defined the 
Soul to be a felf-moving Sjfence, endued nuith Under- 
fianding, Rit when they have laid all, 1 prefer the 
Modcfty of CicepOy Seneca, and others who acknow- 
ledgM they Were altogether ignorant what the Soul is. 

There was no lefs Difaerecment among the Phi- 
hfiphersy about the Seat of the Soul, Hippocrates and 
Hieropbilus placed it in the Ventricles of the Brain. 
Pemocritus affignM it the Whole Body. Strabo was 
of Opinion, it refides between the Brows ; Epicurus 
in the Breaft. The Stticks lodg*d it in the Beart^ 
and Empedocles in the Blood, Which laftfeem^ to be- 
the moft current Opinion of the Eajl to this Day : 
In Regard both Mofes the Law-giver of the yews,, 
and Mahomet our Holy Prophet, afierted the iami^ 
and for that Reafon forbid Flefli to be eaten with ii^ 
Blood. 

But be it what it will, either Corporeal or Incor- 
poreal, a Subflance or an Accident ; whether it dwell 
in the Head or in the Feet, within or without the 
Body, there is no Certainty of thefe Things, neither ' 
can we be alTurcd, what will become of it after 
Death. Therefore, 'tis in vain to difquiet thyfelf 
in Search of a Myftery that is hid from Mortals : 
And equally fbolifli it will be, to frighten thyfelf 
with an Imagination of Hooks, Gins, and fuch like 
Chimera's, which thou fuppofeft the Dtvil is bufie 
With to entrap thy Soul. *Tis a Wonder thou art 

not 
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not afraid to fleep» left he Iheald catch thee' lapping, 
and Heal thy Soal from thee. I woakl fain kngw, what 
fort of Tools he muft ufe, to take hold of a Subilance 
more thin and impercepdble than a Shadow, or how 
he will be able to feize and' run away with a Being, 
adllve and free as Thought ? 

Coufin^ ferve God after the Manner of thy Fore- 
fathers;, love thy Friends, pardon thy -Enemies, be 
jiiil to all Men« and do no Injary to any Beail;. If 
thou obferveft this Rule, thou roay'ft defy the I>€<uik, 
for thy Soul is in fafe Cuilpdy^ Goi> is nearer to thee 
than -thou art to thyfelf. He is in the Centre of every 
Thing, and is himfelf the Centre of all Things : Li 

a- Word. He is All in . AlK. 

' > 

Paris, ^d of the Grif Moon, 
rfthe Tear, 1658. 



LETTER VIL 
To Afis Bafla. 

NO W the Scenes are changed in Europe, Enc- 
mies are become Friends, and thofe who pro* 
f Llfcd a mutual Friendship are at open Defiance. Con- 
ftancy is a Vice in Politicks ; and a dextrous Way of 
fhifting from one Engagement to another for Intertil, 
is eftecmM the only ^tate-Virtue, 

I have already intimated to the Di^an, the War 
which broke out laft Year between the Swedes and 
Danes, The latter began it by a folemn Proclamation, 
fending a Herald at Arms to the Snjoedifo Court, 
and difpatching Anthajfadors to ail his Allies in Cbri- 
ftendom, to give them an Account of his Proceed- 
jfigs. Now I (hall entertain thee with a fhort Idea 
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of thi& War, which thou wilt comprehend. That 
the Danes are either much degenerated from the Va- 
lour of their Anceftors, who formerly made the moil 
terrible Figure of all the Nations in the Norih : 
Or elfe they are lefs obliged to Fortune^ who has not 
favourM 'them with fo many SucceiTes and Triumphs 
of late, but rather expofed them to the Infults of their ^ 
Enemies, and tlje Contempt of all Men. 
' When the Kin^ of Denmark firft proclaimed this ' 
\Var« he had ii fair Advantage of the^'U^i/f/, who at 
that Time were fbrdy int^ngled between ' the F^- 
landers^ Germansy and Mu/co^tesy atid had more 
need of Helps, than Hindrances. Yet King Xiuftof 
k/us turning Part of his forces into Ho/fimtty r Scone- 
iand ^nd JnitUmdy he took one Fart after another, 
till he had over-run th^fe .Province^ in ^e Space of 
fix Moons : And reduced ^^<t Danes to a Neceffity of 
Compofition, and that On fuch difhonourable Terms, 
^ renders them the Scorn of their neighbouring Na- 
tions. 

On the 13 th of the 3d Moon, the two Kings had 
^n Interview near Copenhagen, the Capital Ci^ of 
Denmark : For fo far had the Fortune of the S'wt* 
dijb Arm&carried their Viftories. They eat and drank 
together fevcral Times, arid converted privately fom* 
Hours.- At laft a firm Peace was concluded between 
them, " and they concerted the Meaflires of a perf^ 
Friendfhip. 

But before this, the Dane had been forced to 
yield up Scbonelandy with Eljimhergy which com- 
mands half the BalHck Sea, He furrendered alfo 
the Provinces of Blakin and Halland^ with a very 
firong Caftle ; the IJland of Burtholme, ten Ships of 
War^ and obliged hiin^clf to pay a Million of 
Dollars^ and to maintaiti Four Thoufand Horie and 
Foot in the King of S'wedeland*s Service, and give 
free Quarter to all the SiAjedi/b Forces till the s;th 

Moon, 



\ 
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Thefe afe fochdUhonoimble Aitides, tiuit tbe 
King of Denmark has qeifie loft kiadelf in die EAeent 
cfallhisAIlis. TheyodI hia afKior-fpirttBd Prince, 
jioc worthy of Sapport or Affiflancc 

InaWonU ftttat Baffk^ it is like to fiune widi 
1 liim as with other iiiiibitiiiiate Men» who when they 
9tt once cverf Body will help to throw 

them down. Tnorelbre conferve thy Hononr, as the 
fittly Bulwark of thy Intereft and hm. 

Paris, %d€fihe6tbMm^ 
$ftbi Ttmr i6$8. 



L ETT-ER VIII. 
^0 the Mufti. 

BY the Faith of \ tme Believer, I {wear the 
Cbrtftiam are Eifdmies to themielires, if they 
do not embrace the Projea of a certain J^fyii, They 
aft no Friends to their Meffias^ if they rejed fo regu- 
lar an Idea^ fo reform*d a Model A the Naxarem 
Empire^ as this Sage has lately propofed to tiie Pope 
and the Cardinals, 

' He lays his Foandation very deep, and draws his 
Examples from the FraAice of Peter ^ the Prince of 
the firft twhi^ CbtUtidn Caliphs y whom the Franks. 
call the ApblUcs of ]t sis s , the Son of Meny. For, 
according to their Traditions, the Mejjias before he 
afcended to Heaven, left an exad Pattern of the Em- 
pire he defigned to eflablifh on Earth. He divided 
this Empire into twelve diflinft Provift.ces, according 
to'thc Number of his Apoflles and Vicars, affigning 
to each that Quarter of the World where he was to . 
preiide, as Mofei had formerly cantoniz'd the holy 
Region of Paleftine among the twelve Tribes, that 
defcended from Jacob. 

Bi 
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But the happy Son of Mary being a far greater Pro- • 
.phet than Mvfu^ or any that hadgone before him ; 
they fay, he would not be content with diminotive 
Territories^ or difproportionattt to his inef- 

fable Defcent and Original. Therefore he rtfelv^d 
on the Conqueit of the whole Earth ; ceiBniaiding 
his Vicegerents to difperfe them throfl^ idl Nations, . 
according to si ceruin Method, 9m ppocbm hit 
Laws to every Creature on the Globe, , 

Venerable Frefident of the Faithfol, I rekte thefo. 
Things, as I- receive them from the Mouths and 
Pens of learned Chrtfiians, who may beprefumed 
to know their own Hiflory. Thou wilt perhap ex- 
ped to hear of Armies immediately rais*d ; cf 
Camps, Battles and Sieges; of Devaftatjons by Fire 
and Sword i Storming of Cities, and familhuig of 
the more impregnable Fortr^Eb : In a- Ward^ I 
helieve thou iookeil for a ftdanon of Campaign^ 
and Victories, more glorious than the Atchieve- 
nient$ of the Romast Caforsj mm fonimate thair tho 
Succedes of 4^xander ike Greett : But, I tell thee, . 
all the Regiders and Archives of thi^ Primitivo 
ChriiUans cannot furiiiih us with aAy Memoirs of this 
Nature. 

Their Gofpel mentions no Warlike Uodertakiiigs, 
not fo much as the drawing of the Sword by the Son 
of Maty or any of his Followers^ unlefs in a pri- 
vate Rencounter, when Peter the Lieutenant of the 
MeJJias enflam'd with a Pailion to fee his MaAer 
betrayed by Judas his Kahydb^ or fefterd^ and rude- 
ly aflaulted by MaUbus^ a Slave of the Jenjoijh Muf- 
ti^ the valiant Apoftle drew his Cymeiar^ and cut off 
the Fellow's Ear. 

Believe me, O myilerious Do6h>r of the Mufful- 
mans^ I have perufed the four Hiftories of the Life* 
of Jj^f^^i written by thofe who were Eye-witnefles 
of his A^iions : And I find indeed, that he onco 
faid to them of his Rctinuey.. / come not to fend Peace 

on 



Digitized by 



240 Letters 0^r/7 iy Vol V. 

cn Earth hut a 'S<wor4> Yet, by the Sequel it is evi- 
dent, that when he examined what Weapons kis Fol- 
lowers had, and they told him, hut i*wo Sivonfs ; he 
feemM to be well fattsiied , faying. // ij enough ; tho* 
a Moment before, he bid him among them that had 
no Sw^rJt fell his Robe and buy one. 

And I have feen a Diijpatch fent by Paul, one of 
the Primitk/e Chrifiiau Caliphs, to the Na%arenis at 
Efhefits4 wherein he councils them to put on com- 
pleat Armour, as Helmets, Breaft plate, Shield, Buf- 
kins, Suc^rd, and the reft. 

Befides thefe Pailkges, or fuch like, there is no 
military Difcoarfe throughout the Book of the Gof- 
pel l much lefs any Rdadon of Battles, Sieges, wa- 
liy martial Exploits. And the Chriftian MoUahs 
'or Doctors, intepret that Letter ofPautt in a n/xfti- 
culSenfi, 

Wilt thott know then, how the Mejfftas and his 
Apofttes (ubdued th« World ; I tell thee, it was by 
exemplary Virtue and good Works, by Miracles 
and evident Demonftrations of a ^Supernatural Power 
a^ingthem. For, they fpake all Li^ivg'xMZigTJ, yet 
were moft of them illiterate Ferfons ; they cur'<l 
the Dea£; the Blind, the Lame and the Far^ytick, 
without the Methods of Surgery or Phy/tck. They 
caft out Devils ; raisM the Dead. And finally, per- 
formed fuch and fo many Aupendous Anions, that the 
* Worldhtczme captivated X0 their DoSrines and La^s, 
and willingly fubmitted to a Yoke, wljfichfeemMto 
come from Heaven . With divine Eloquence, and^ 
the Dint of irrefiftable Rcafon, Peter the Frince of 
the Chrijlian Caliphs, fubdued the Minds of his 
^ftoniih'd. Auditory one Day in Jerufalem \ fo that 
before the Sun went down, he gair/d Five Thou- 
fatod Profelytes. The Farte of thefe Things ^^^as 
/oon fpread through the adjacent Countries, and 
divers remote Provinces ; and the Number of the 
Qpnve^its was proportionably increafed. In a Word, 

all 
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all that embraced the Faith of yefus^ forrenderM Loth 
'themfelves and their Eflates to be entirely dirp9red of 
at the Pleafare of the Afoftles, So great and unre- 
ibrvM an Attach had they for the Vicars of their 

• Now the forenamM ^^i/confidering thefe Things; 
and comparing the State of thofe devout Times, with 
'the Libertinifm, Divifions, Wars, and general Con- 
tempt of the Priefthood among the Chrifiians of fuc- 
ceeding Times, andeftJecially in this prelent Age : at- 
tributes the Source of all thefe Evils to the ill Con- 
duft of the ApofiUs themfelves, and their Succeflbrs 
•in the Primitive Times, who did not fufficiently im- 
prove die Advantages they were pofTefled of, when the 
pious Multitude would willingly have made them 
Lords of all Things. For fays he, by the fame Me^ 
thods and Reafons might they have claim'd the Do- 
minion o'er the Eftates of Kings and Emperors them- 
felves, as o*er the Goods and I^nds of the meaneib 
Profdyte : Since they were all f^ually Sons of the 
Church, and Subje^ to the Difcipline and Law9 
oijefus. 

This Ecclefiaftick Politician therefore mightily 
'Uames Pope Syt^veftery ' who fat in the Chair of Peter, 
when Conftantine the Great became a ChriJUatiy be- 
ing the Firfi of the Roman Emperors who embraced 
that Faith. Heaccufeshim, I fay, of Wcaknef?» 
apd a mean Spirit, for accepting of that Don/ition^ 
which to this Day is call'd the Patrimony of the Churchy 
and comprehends all the Temporal Eftate the RomaK 
•TontifFs can boall of. Whereas he ought to have 
claimed an. entire Refignation of the whole Roman 
Empire into his Hands, as fupreme Vicar of God on 
Earth. This would have been a Pattern, fays he, to 
all the Kings and Princes of the Earth, who' thought 
fit to turn Chrifiians. And fo the Dominions of the 
World had all fallea to the Share of the Priells. 

M ■ - Neitb^r 
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Neither could it appear difficult in his ODinion, t|l 
have reduced the greateft Monarchs to fucn a Forget- 
fdnefe and Contempt of their Royal Birth, andaU the* 
potent Charms of a Crown : Since the fame Rhetorick 
which perfuaded them to be Followers of the MeJ/tas^ 
Would have alfo convinced ''em of the VaxiiQr of all 
earthly Enjoyments ; and of the Obligation they had 
to be mortify*d» and to purfue their Claims to Diadems 
of a more exaUed Degree, the ineffable Regalia of 
faradije^ 

But fince Things are thus in their prefent State, 
and the ChriHian Princes retain their Sovereignty^ 
jvithout any other Dei>endance on the Ftpe^ faving 
in Matters purely religious; this Jtfuit proposes, that 
the R^man Pontiffs would either £rft reform their 
own Lives and Court to the Height of that Primitive 
and ApoftolicaJ Purity, which fhines fo eminently 
in the earliefi Govemours of the Church ; and by 
that Means perfuade all the Monarchs in Chriflen- 
dom to become their Subjeds : Or elfe compel them 
by force to take the Order of fritfihood^ and fo tura 
their Crowns into Mitres, their Kingdoms into £c- 
clefidical Commonwealths, where all the Publick 
Offices of State, Seats of Judicature, and in fine, the 
wholeSyflemof the Civil and PoliticalAdminiftraticm 
ihould be managed by the Priefts in a fubordinate De- 
jpendence one of another, according as their feveral 
Chara6lers required. By which means all Chriilen' 
dom would be foon united into one Ecclefiaftick Em- 
pire, whereof the Tope ihould be the fupreme Head 
m Temporals as well as Spirituals. 

What I have related, is not only this Man^s pri- 
vate Project, but the univerfal Aim of his n»Mt Or- 
der : And Thou(ands of other PrieAs and Dervifes ar e 
caballing in all Courts and Countries of Europe to 
bring it to pafs. 

Venerable Rfad, if GoD Ihould fuflfer their Contri- 
ranee to take £fie^» it is to be fear'd our Wars 

with . 
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with the Chriftians would be as expenfive and trou* 
hldamt, if not more fatal to the Muffulman In- 
teseft, than when thefe Infidels formerly , laying afide 
their private Fends, banded together to conquer the 

Fans, rfthe jth Mmi^ . 
^ihe Tiitr 



LETTER IX. 

To Abdel Mclcc Muli Omar,, I*refidcnt 
of the College of Sciences at Fez! 

I Received the Paoqoet of venerable ImpQrt,contain- 
in^ fwred Connfela and acceptable Intelligence^ 
xeplensfti*d with noble Memoirs, and illoftrioos Re- 
marksy £ige Preoepts, and refinVi Improvements k 
Phibfinphy and the myfterioos Sciences of Nature. 

Wi^ Abmida&ce of Afie£lion and Joy I read the 
Chaiwfier of ^hfit A^l Tslfatt, and the Ei^miimK 
of his Wifdom and Virtues, May a ConiUUation of 
fuch Lightsjtlw^s adorn that renowned College j and 
£rom thence difperfe their learned Influence and 
Kays, not only thsoueh J/rica, bot over all the 
Earth ; diat fnt may be numbed among the Ci- 
ties whoie Fame is iweet ; that it may be rankM with 
y§rmfakm the Hc^y ; Mafirt the ailPent ; Medina 
^^«&< .che chafie, And the ialat^rops ac- 
auiring a peculiar Title of Honoor, an A^ribiite wor- 
my or Refpeft, when J^n fiiaH every where call it 
F4%y the Mother of Stimm. 

My Soal has been very Inquifitive and reftlefs ibr 
many Years, and I think this isrowing to my Capti- 
vity in Pakrm : For before that, whilfi I lived at 
«M 2 > eafe 
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EaTc in the Seraglio^ balking ^der the warmer Infia- 
cnce of Royal Majefiy, the facred Prcfeiicc of the 
Grand Seignior t who like the San gives Motion, Hear 
and Life to all Things ; I ne*er regarded Books, or 
cnce apply *d my Mind to ftudy any Thing,* but how 
to acquit myfelf in my Statioii; ^lad ftretigthen mjr 
Intereft at the Court : Efteeming all other Leamiog 
as barbarous, which conduced not to this End. 
• Foreign Hiflories and Languages were emially coiv^. 
temptibfe to me : I thought it beneath ^iMuJulman 
Courtier^ to give his Tongue and Mind the Fatigue 
of any other UtaleSy fave thie Perjiam, Arabick aod 
Turki/b : Or to load bis Memory with the -Records of 
orhenNations^ deiignjng to be the Slaves of True 
3elieven. * - . ' ^ 

As to the fpeculative Sciences^ I was naturally de- 
firous enough of Knowledge. But I eidier had not' 
Leifure, or wanted Books and other Advantages of 
Study. So that all the Knowledge I could thenboafk 
of, confiiled only in fome loofe Notions of Logtck 
and Metafhsficks, which I had got by reading an. 
old Arabick Manuftript. And I tnought my ielt El i* 
florian enough, after I had peruied the AmaU of 
the Ottoman E«ipire, and now and then caftanfiye 
on the Turkifl? Tranilationof Herodotus and Plutarch. 

'Tis true, indeed, by •converiine frequently with, 
the Greeks^ I (bonieanlM their Vmgar bialeB : Bat 
this is far from the polite Language of the ancient 
Grecians : And a Fage of the Treaiury taught me the 
Rudiments of Sclawonian ; which afterwards I leam*d 
more perfe£lly, hoping it would be of fome Service 
to mc one Time or other. 

All thefe were very fupcrficial Accomplifhments ; 
yet I thought myfelf happy enough, without fearch- 
ing any farther. The Plcafufes and vGayedes of a 
Courtfy Life, took from me the Edge and Guft, 
with which I have fioce purfoedmois foiid Studies^ 
and look'd into the Wifdom of the Ancieots. 

But 
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But when once Misfortune had chang'd the Scene 
pf my Life, and ipftead of the honourable Poft 1 had 
in the Grand Seigniors Service, Fate had rendered me 
a miferable abjedt Slave in Sicily^ I began to grow 
ver^ thoughtful and penfive. The continual Drudget 
ty and Labour I underwent, foon mortified my for- 
mer Paffions, and wean'd me from all Hopes of world- 
ly Honour : And the cruel iStripes I daily received 
from that barbarous //i^/^/, my Maftcr, fo broke my 
Spirits, that Servitude became familiar to me ; and 
deibairing to be happy in this World, I was only 
'•mbitibus to be wife. / • * 

' * I grow very contraplative : And having acqoaint^ 
fed myfelf with an honeft Carpenter in the Town 
where we liv'd, who had a great many Books in his 
CuHody, he lent me fcveralchoice Trcatifes ; and I 
borrowed all the' Hours I could from Sleep, . to 
perufe them with Attention and Profit That 
Carpenter pitied my Condition,' and did me many 
"good 'Offices o^ Friehdfliip, without other Hopes 
of Reward, fa ve what he expedted fjvm God. By 
his Means I contra6ied a ramilarity with two or 
•three learned Men, who fpared no Pains to in* 
firu£t me in the Roman and ancient Greek Langua- 

fes, as alfo in the Principles of Pbihfopby. My Ma- 
er often beat me for this, attributing the Negledl of 
his Bufmefis to my Bookifhnefs ( as he calPd it ) and 
keeping the Priefls Company. But all hb Severity 
could not abate my ardent Thirft after Knowledge. 
I ftill continued ftudying at certain Seafons, 'till 
the happy Hour of my Redemption ; and then I 
fi^uented the Academies. Ever fince which Time 
I have neglected no Opportiinities of improving my 
Reaibn ; yet find myfelf at this Day mach in the 
Dark* There appears no Certainty in any Science 
but the Mathematick : All the reft are entangled 
with a Thoufand ControVerfies and Riddles ; which 
has made me torn Sceptick in moft Things; Only I 
M 3 retain 
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main an inviolable Faith for the AlcoraH^ and the 
Book of prophetick DoSnnes and Traditions. Next 
to tbefe, 1 pay a proiband RcTped to the Writinm 
«f Forfhyrj the Philofopher, who fcems to approach 
neareit to Reaibn of all the ancient Sages. Hk True 
Name was the iame as diine \MeUcb\ which thou 
knoweft in the Sjr 'iM £gni&s [Ki^g^ Whence 
hk Vutor Lmighmis^ taking Occa£on from the ufual 
Colour of Royal Robes, caG*d him Porphyrius, which 
in the Grttk fignifies, one clad in Purple. He was 
born at Tyre^ the Metropolis of the ancient Pbanf^ 
€unu. His Pedigree was noble, and his Education 
generous. Native had alio formM him for a Sage, 
and Fortune favoorM him with Advantages enough. 
For befides hk firft Tutor, whom I have alrtady 
mentioned (who was the greatefb Grammarian and 
Orator of Im Time ;] Porfhmyftat to Rome^ where 
he gain*d the Friendlhip of F Minus : And that Phi« 
k>fopher accomplifliM him in the Perfedlion of aQ 
Science : So that he had Power over the Damons, and 
txpeird the i^imsis Man which infelled certain Baths 
in k»me, In a Word, his Dodrines ap{>ear*d divine, ' 

his Anions more than human. Yet he himfelf 
before hk Death, publifhM a Reverfe of his formef 
Writings : Whiclx is a fufficient Argument, that there 
k no StabUity in the Tho ug hts of Mortals. 

Therefore, fince the ^Wifeft of Men contradifl 
themfelves, and turn Scepticks^ tell me, O Oracle 
ef the Age» w)iy may not I ? 



LET- 
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LETTER X. 



^0 Murat, Bafla. 



TH E R £ has been fomething lately tranfaaed 
between the French and the Englijh, which 
feems a Myilery. No Body here underftands the 
Meaning of it, bat the Prfvado's of the Cabinet. 
Yet every gueiles 'tis a Fetch of Ma%arinCs Wit. 
That Minilter has more Meanders in his Brains, thas 
ft old Turkifif Gameller at Chefs ; who forefees no 
lc6 than nine unavoidable Coniequences before he 
makes one bold Motion : And to be fure, the la ft 
ihall be to his own Advantage. In a Word, Dunkirk^ ' 
the ftrongeft and moil important Sea-Town of all the 
fFe^^ is furrenderM by the Spaniards to the French ; 
and by thefe, • as an earneft df Frkndfhip, is put in- 
to the Hands of the Englijh, 

The little Politicians of the Chy are amaz*d .at 
it ; and the greateft Machia'o$k of the Court ei- 
ther cannot, or will notinform thtm of the tme Sc* • 
crct. 

You (hall fee two or three grave CitiBens^bnood- . 
jng Thoughts together over a Box of Fohvita^ and 
fneezing out their Sentiments widiout Reierve. 
Yet after all their wife Confult, they part as great t 
Fools as they met, and only iiiltisfy themiehees.with *. 
nodding Wifdom to each other, at their lail Cotige ; 
whtein is 'comprehended the whole Syftein of the 
Politicks. 

It was i^iierally thought to beibme extraordi« 
nary Overture this C»urt would makt to the Emglifo^ 
when a little before the Surrender of Dimkiri, the 
Duke of Cre^ut, firji Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber y 
and Monfieur Ma^cmi, the CardinaPs Nephew, were 
fent with a fplendid Hetinue of French Nobles to 
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England. Every body guefsM fome farprizing kGd- 
on would follow ; and that it maft ne^ds be a My- 
. itery of Grand Importance, which could not be 
trufted to Perfons of lefs Note than the Two chief 
Favourites of the Cardinal Mktifier, And now *dis 
come out, they know not what to make (Hi^. Nei- 
ther can I pofllbly learn as yet, the true Reafon of 
putting the En^ijb in PoilefHon of fach a Town a 
this, which commands all the Northern Sias^ and 
iias coft fo much Sweat and Blood to take fr^m the 
Spaniards. I have fet Ofman the Dqjuarf to work, 
and laid Traps to get the Secret fcon> feveral 
other Countries. But I might as we]l have attempt* 
ed to £nd out the Body of Mofesy which qaufed a 
Quarrel between Michael and the D^vil, Time 
perhaps will difcover the Secret. And I dare at 
prefent conclude that the Englifl? are the oijy Ifa- 
/ion in Europe^ whofe Friendihip the French ^ink 
worth courting. 

' The Kin^ has been very ill of a Fever, and in great 
Danjrer of hisLife : But is now recovered again, which 
occafions abundance of real. Joy among his Fdends 
and loyal Sub jeAs. As for the reft; (hey know how 
to counterfeit. 

I hadalmoft fbi^t to tell thee, that the Sfaniardt 
endeavouring to relieve Dunkirk^ were encounter- 
ed by the French and routed ; about Two thou&nd of 
their Nfen being kiilM, and as many taken Prifo* 
ners. 

Sage Baffk^ the Succefles of this Monarch are fa 
conftant, that they have given Birth to a Proverb : 
For when then would encourage any lA^\^s Hopes^ 
or makeailrorg AfTever&tion, they ufually fay, As 
fure as the Geat Lewis nuillget a Town or Two in 
Flanders this Campaign, 

Mare/chal Turemu is a brave General, and the 
French FiSories are in a great Meafure owing to 
bi^ Conduft. He is very expeditious in his Under* 

takings. 
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takihgs. There were but a few Days between the 
Surrender of Dukkirkj and his taking of Bergen,. 
Fumes and Dixmude^ three ftrong Fortrefles in- 
Flanders : And, *tis thought, 'twill not be long before 
he takes others. 

The French King is in a fair Way to the Empire of 
the Weft. But this will not be for the Intereft of the 
Grand Seignior : For then be will have a new Enemy 
of an old Friend, aa4 one more potent than he had 
before. Yet Deiliny over-rules all Thingjs. 

Paris, i^tb of the ^tb Moon^ * 
of tbeTear 



LETTER XI. 

So Mahamed, the fircmite of Mount. 
UrieJ in Arabia. 

I Have often troubled thee with important Addref- 
fes, O matchlefs Mortal : Permit me once more 
to unbofom my Thoughts, as to my Confejfor^ or 
rather as to an Oracle. 

Surely, this Hour the Stars of my Nativity fuffer 
a mighty Change. I feem to myfelf like one newly 
awak*d out of a deep Sleep, or from the Delufions of 
a long Dream : For fo methinks have my paft Years 
^one away like a Night, wherein my labouring Spi- 
rit has encountered with nothing but Phantaims, Vi- 
fions and Darknefs. 

My In^t Days I efteem the moib happy, when 
my Ignorance of Vice had greater. Influence on my 
Adlions, and preferved me more free from Blemifii,. 
than could afterwards all my acquired Knowledge of 
'tiicJPrecepts and Maxims or Virtue. For no^fooner 
M 5, waa> 
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I enjoying tfait Stndf cf Mmlitx> and taugfat ta 
dlftittguiiR betwem Good and Evil ; but my Curio • 
fity prompted me to ezsmine the Nature of the lat- 
ter more clofely dun by bare JSpeeulation. I foo&4 
Biyfelf moro forcibly carried away by a ftoet Plea- 
fiirl^ to mafae £Kperiiheiit of ^hat waa Foibidden, 
than to fiadice what wai ComaMndeJ : So prooe is 
Man to be j satous of his Tutwsy and to fufpedk ihofe 
ijani}s as lmftfi$msj whdch put a Refiruint on bis 
native Lib^r^. 

Befides this» there are ce/tain gonial Inclinations 
in every Mortal, which the Tmaigifi^ 'and lie tJ»t n 
in his Nonage^ thinks he has as tnudi Itsght to gra- 
tify as the wifeft Senior. Nor can any Reafon eafily 
perfaa3e him to part wiA this THvltege, Init under 
the Notion of being highly wioi^*d ^ fince everjr 
Man naturally places Inteitllrand Happitae^ fa 
. purfiung the Motions of his own Will. 

^Tistrue, I never was prone to an^ enormous i!if- 
<r/, or fuch as ita their Singularity would make the 
moft hardenM Lihertine hhim, did he praQice then! 
to the Knowledge of Men. 

I ever had an unconquerable Abhorrence lor 
thofe (jpecifick A£b of Lafcivioufneisy which ought 
not to be nam'd, and whofe very Idea makes the 
Thought recoil : Yet am naturally Amorous, and 
cannot but pay to Beauty the Sentiments and Faflions 
which are due from PJaMui Love. I admire 
Symmetry and Elegance wherever I difcem them ; 
and can ftand^auog whole Hours together on, a 
tl^wir, a ^rte, or a Peac4ck, I am enamoured with 
the B^gbtnefs of the Sun ; and like another Enfy' 
mi4n^ iPangttiih for a mere intimate Aconaintance 
witli the JMdve. The ieffer Beauties of the Night, 
ths Stars, eniame me with' a Thouiand Pallions. I 
make my Court to the whole Hofi of Hsa<uin^ yet 
I hope commit to Idohtry I ^o Love 

wich the Uni'ver/ei and die, hourly, whenl con- 
template 
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template the Glory of that tranfcoident EfTence, 
^hich is the Root and Source of aU Things. 

Thefe are Paffions not unbecoming a M^gulman. 
Bat I have aifo fome-Emolions fori)c«ittfal V^omen, 
more violent than all the reft, more dangerous and 
fatal. Tell me, O pious ^ylyau^ h«w I ^all Ra- 
tify my Love, without ofieiidiog WixtmQr the Gra- 
vity .of a Man. 

Thefe Creatures feem to be-cfeated for our Pe»» 
plexity ; iince a Man can neither well be happy 
with, or without them. Thtfy art perfc& RiiidJes : 
And to love them or hate them toomuciki is an je* 
qual Solecifm. ^Twere a Queftion^wo^thy c^^eaPhi^ 
afipbery Whether this ^rx, among all the xiec^fikty' 
TOod Offices they do us, were not ient into the 
World as Spies and Trepans, to obief ve our Coundk 
and Adlions : And by mixing Smiles .with Frowns,* 
Flatteries with Reproches, Sullenefs with more ob- 
liging Favours, to keep us> in a perpetual Itflaze and 
Labyrinth, left the afpiring Wit of Men fhouW, if 
left to themfeives, attemjpt fomething more aiida^i- 
ous than the ?titu fergn of the Sons of Titan^ or the 
nAjrittm Laiv records of Nhnrod and his Companions,' 
who built the Tower of Babel, •* 

But whether they be Spies or faith&l . AIMant^ii 
Enemies or Friends, I tell the plainly, T have not 
been able to forbear loving thewi «Kcciiivcly. And 
this is Part of the Dream or Tranceoat which J am 
juft now awak'd. 

. Another Scene is that of Hmour. This is a 
Phantom alfo, a mere Vapoitr, a Shadow. I never 
haunted after Glory*, nor courted popular Applaufc.r 
Yet being intruHed with the fublime Secret% and 
commanded to ferve the Gr/wt!/ Seignior in this Sta- 
tion, J would fain acquit myfelf withoat Difgrace. 
Nay, like other Mortals in ftich Poft, I viiould wil- 
lingly have the Smiles of my Sovereign, and th« 
Careflcs of Happy Minifters who fcrvc him, if 
M 6^ "it 
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it ihall be my Lot ever to retarn to the Seraglio. No- 
thing appears to me more terrible, than at fuch a 
Time to encoimter with ragged, furrowed Vifages, 
or cold and &int Embraces of my fellow Slaves. 

This puts me upon a Thoufand Inquietudes; 
nakes me fwear to ContradiAions ; utter Lies and 
Blafbhemies which would turn the Devil to a Saint 
for Fear. In a Word, I tumble at no Vice or Im- 
morality, which may promote the Caufe I am en- 
gae*d in : And all this for the Sake of a fair Cha» 
naer at the PorU : Whilft Tm cajoling myfelf as well 
as othen wkh a Perfiiafiion,^ that 'tis only on the 
Score of Honefty, and to acquit myfelf a good Man. 
Thus I purfue a Blaft, a Bubble the Idea orNothing^ 
jnere Vanity, and an empty Dream. And 'tis hara- 
er fiu: me cofiiakeoffthis Enchantment^, than that ol 
liOve. 

Yet all this while I have not taken the Freticb 
Method to eain Hmouk, . 1 never was guilty of Ojy 
prclfion and Cruelty* nor bath'd my Hancfe in hu- 
3nan Blood. No Widovt^ or Orphan mourns for what 
ti've taken from 'em. Nor do I ever dragoon any 
3ody into Compliance with Reafon. All the Parts 
JI've aded in this Nature were defetfive; pure 
JEfibrts of Self.prefervation which thou knoweft, 
is a Principle natural to all Men, smd even to the^ 
Worms of the Eardi. Thefe little Reptiles, when 
they are trampled on, will turn again And nothing 
more do I, unlefs in the Sultan's Caufe. 

This puts me ia Mind of my integrity ; fer I 
muH: tell thee my Virtues as well as my Vices. 
Neither Arabia nor all the. Eaft have ever brought 
Ibrth a Man more true to his Truft, than honeft 
loyal Mahmut. I will for ever boaft of this, in an 
Age fo full of Treachery. Thisb alone will carry 
sie fiife to Faradife^ in fplte of the Mollahs, As 
for the reft, they are only venial Signs, cafily dropt 
cdBT on the Bridge of Tcial. And ib long as no 
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Body can fay^ I've betrayed my Mailer's Secrets^ Vnt 
fafe as an Angel that is not oblig'd to (land CentineL 
at the loweft Poft of Heaven : For there he's within 
Gun-lhbt of the Dea;il. 

Jaft as I drew my Pen from that Word^ a fud- 
dea Noife in the Streets calPd me to the Window ; 
Where turning my Eyes from the Earth to the- 
Moon and Stars (for 'twas a very ferene Sky) I 
obferved a fmall fwift Cloud to glide along frcqn 
South to Nortb, much in Appearance like a Sale of 
Silk. It cleft the Element like a fly Jrah Thief that 
fwims for Booty on the River ^gris. Wond'rin^ 
at this, when all die Firmament was clear, and not 
another Cload above the Horizon ; I foon concluded, 
^as the Chariot of fome airy God* a Mercury or 
Meffenger fent with fpcedy News to the Hieh Loids^i 
Commanders of the Jr^ici Rigioni^ to bid them be 
upon their Guard, or foni^fuch weighty Matter., 
Perha^, thought I, a War is commenc'd between 
the Spirits of the Poles : Or it may be. King ^oluk 
has fent a Summons to the Northern Winds, being 
refolved to play fome Royal Pneumatick Freaki up^ 
on the Sea. 

In good earned It made me ref!e£l on our Ig^ 
norance of the Laws and Conflitutions of the.£le«> 
ments. It pts me in Mind of'the Fogs and ^iib 
which fometimes envelop the Globe in Darknefs ; 
on purpc^e, for aught we know, to hinder us fironk 
feeing what is trania^ng at fuch Seafons in the 
higher Regions of the Air. The Spirits of thofe 
ferener Tr^s may then ht fralickmg in vifible 
Porms, cdebrating iblemn Peftivals, and kindling 
all the Meteors of the upper Wilkin^ as natural 
Tire ivorks and Illuminatiomy not fit for Mortals t9 
behold, left we ihould learn too much, and grow 
as wife as they. However, it made me very con^ 
tcmplative, to fee a fingle folitary Cloud thus glide 
aloDg 'thc Air : And I could havr wifli'd Wii^ 

to 
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CD parte its Msdoiis, becanfe the Appearance was 
not common. 

TbondMttkiftflNafiurM the wfaolePcameof Natuie, 
and taken the traeDimenfions of the World, th^t haft, 
penetated into the Seocts of the Elements, and art 
uwKft bofy'd in the noft kgeand foCd Scrotinies i 
wflt fmilent the Vanity of common Mortals, foch 
aa I» who when we are intell^ble lo ouHelvesy 
jret priiimr tojcooqirdMnd the Ways ofihe Omni* 
potwt, who ispetfed in Knewk48e. 

lAs iat AM, who.luweibdied in the dautemies, 
and Tend Ariflotk^ Jhitm^ ^ktmm^ Avirrw^ with 
. other ^hik^fhers, i efleeaa my feif ilill but at the 
BMom of Piaro^sCavr, -toiwerEnf with Shadows, 
miftaken in every Thing but die Ideiai of thy Sancti- 
ty and immenfe Wifidom, which is impnntttl on my 
Soul, as thofe which the Pbikfii^s call Firft Prii- 
cip/eSf hecanlrthey are Self-enfident. 

I defanediD hanrefiiid moie to thee, but afudden 
Indil^mioa and extnease Faintn^ ios taken away 
my^irits. My Lhnbs tremble, ray Head is giddy, 
n^y Bean fails me In a Woid, I feemlikeonfr be- 
tween a Mortal and a Gb9ft, 

Paris, z^th of the Zih Mont, 
tfthiTeari6^^. 



LETTER Xn. 
Achmet Padifliani CullJgiz, Bafia. 

TH Y^anmme aigaes thee a Bavooiite at the 
Btragik: Andfortihat Rca&D, I know tbouact 
cccnftom'd to KseiTe infinite Sabmi^bns ,and Flat- 
{erieb : Bat I muA be as blunt with thee, as I was 
with Ihenew ibtfti^fiktsil oongiandaced his dcaiffim 

to 
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to die diief Patriarchaif^ I told that Prince 
of (he Mt^ulman Frelatti^ lisM I had no Encourtge- 
oieiit to We^pie him to.a Dfgnij^ which tho' in 
it felf {$KKd aad inviolabks^ yet could not iecare 
him (rara thePerfecutim of^^i^ Envy, any more 
then it did hit Prtdetiffor. And the same I muft 
fay to thee. 

lUmifif Mthfmft^ S^ft^ is fallen a P^iaim to the 
lUgB of the Multitude i and thoa haft j$ot his Sioi 
09L the Bmtlf. M^"^ ihou^ajqy it>lo{»y and never 
he mfib'd eiit of tty Uenour aad Life as he was. 
Some Yean h^ iMd me to write any more to 
him. Whatrhis(Reeiibn^yi8, Iknowno^ neither 
did I ever en<|uire. However, I obeyed his Injun- 
AioQ» beiag indiftveiit -to whom { (end my Intelli- 
gOBfle, provided I do the Criful St^gni^r any Ser- 
vice : For to that End 1 am placed h«re. 

J/Iufiri9m hafff^ 1 fliaU now acquaint thee with 
.two the moft principal Points of News flirsing in 

J9fiphust ILingoi Huiigarf saA Boiwiufit to the ^r- 
num Empire. They have been canvaifing this Bufi- 
nefs 'eleven Mo^ns : And at laft the Mftrian Fadion 
dtried ic : This was^doneon dieSth of the 7th Moon: 
And he was fokmnly CmiMrV on the %2ji of the 
j&me. This has hetghten'd the Qiarrel between the 
Duke of Bavaria, and the Prince Palatine. The 
• latter was ib far transported with Paffion at the Diet 
•of Frml^d^ that he threw a Standiih of /«i at the 
i?«<ii«rMnr Ambaffiulor : Wlvich is reienced as an un- 
pardonable Affirent : Aad the Duke ismarchiiig with 
an Army toMveoe&k, or^emaod^atis&dion. The 
.£ie{k>r of ASrwMs has deny !d him a J^^cfiage thiaough 
his ppimifaUfjf. And fh^ ane all like to be tm* 
bcoiPd in a Civil Wacaboat it» This is no bad News 
in the Mfffkimsms. 

But that whkh makes yet a gieaCer Noife, is the 
Siath of Q/imer, the Proteaor of die E^gJifif Com- 
monwealth 
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monwealth ; who, whilft living, was the Terror of 
all Europe. The Superftitions and fach as regard 
Signs fajf^^This was prefagM three ilf 9011/ ago, when 
a great VThaU^ nine Times as long as a tall Man» 
was taken in a River of Englamd^ near the Capital 
City, forty Miles fix)m the Sea. I know not whether 
thele Kind of Obiervations are worthy of Credits 
Yet it feems the Annals that Nation take Notice, 
That the nnufual Appearance of a WMe fo mth- 
in Land» has always prognofticated Ibnie mighty 
Change. Perhaps the Fatt of illaftribos Perfonagei 
affedb Nature with a more than ordinary Paffion, pots 
the Elements into Diforder, and infpires the Brutes 
with Sympathy. 

We are affured, that on the Day of this Princess 
Death, andattherery Hoar of his Depanore, thei« 
was violent a Tempeft of Wind, Rain, Hail^ 
Thunder, and Lightning, as had never been known 
by any Man then alive in that Nation^: Which fome 
interpreted to his Diihonoar, as if he were a Magi> 
cian, or at leaft a very wicked Man ; and that this 
Hurricime 'was raisM by the Devils, who tranfport- 
ed his Soul to Hell. Whilll others affirmed this 
mixM Storm to be only the Sighs and Tears of Na- 
ture, the mournful Paffions of the Guardian Spi- 
rits of England ^ for the Lofs of fo great and fortu- 
nate a Hero; and that the very inanimate fieings 
condoPd his Death. As for me, I look on all th& 
Things as pure Accidents, the £€e^ of Chance. 
I have an equal Opinion of another Circumftance, 
much obiervM both by his Enemies and Priendy ; 
That he died on the feme Day, whereon he had 
formerly gainM fome notable Victories. The One 
defcanting on this to his Reproach, the Other 
d^rawing from it Ai]^»ents of Honour. *Tis^if. 
iicult to fay any Thing of him without appearing 
partial. He had great Virtues and no lels Vices. 
He was a valiait Genecal, and wifo Statefman :% 
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yet a Traitor to his Sorercign. As for Reb'gion, t ho* ^ 
hje profeis^d himfelf a Zealot, jet'tis thought he was 
as indifierent as- other Princes ; who for Reafons of 
State, and to pleaie their People, make a Shew o£ 
Piety, but in their Hearts adore no other God but For- 
tune and ViHory, 

He was efteem*d one of the greateil Politicians of 
this. Age ; -and none could match him but Maxarini.' 
Yet, I cannot but fmile, when I call to Mind, how 
both thefe eminent Statefmen wcl« cheated this Year,, 
by two. or three F^^z/ivej. 

^ A certain French Captain nam'd Gentifot^ that had' | 
fqrv*d under the States oi Holland in the Wars, and 
on that Account had often pafsM through the Sea- 
Towns m Flanders, obferv'd a Weaknefs in pne Part " 
of the Walls of Ofiendy by which the Town might , 
eafily be furpriz'd, . At his Return to Paris^ he ac- 
quainted Cardinal Maziarini with this ; and gave^ 
hjm fo g^at Encouragement, that the Cardinal re- \ 
folyed to try fome Stratagem in order to gain that int- ' 
p^rtant Place, without the Cofl and Hazards of a for- 1 
w\ Siege. 

To this End be commands Gentilet to feek out 
fome Perfons fit to be engaged in the Plot : Men of 
Refolution, Condudt, and Seciefy. This Captain 
therefore knowing two ©r three Fugitiws in Parisy 
who-wcre forced to fly out of Flanders to fave their ' 
Lives, having committed Murthers and other Crimes, 
againll the Spanljb Government, breaks the Bufmefs 
to them, promiiing Mountains of Gold, if they would 
aflift in carrying it on. 

They Teem'd to embrace his Propofals with 
abundance of Readinefs, and were introduced into 
the Cardinal's Cabinet ; where that Minlfter being 
fatisfied in their Chara^ers, and the Offers they 
made to ferve him in this Affair, feconded the Pro- 
mifes which Gentilot had made them, with many 
additional Encouragements. In a Word, they con-' 

fulted 
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fulled tofedkcr frequently ; were late every Night in 
the Car&afs Lo&ings : And at laH Kavme adjofled 
^1 the neoeilary Mauares that are to taken, the 
Jd^iJruis were difpatch*d away into England, with 
Letters from Maxarini to 0/i'ver, the Ef^Ufi Protec- 
tor: Wherein he acquainted them with the Etefign, re- 
yiirine the Aifi0ance of fome Englf/b Ship io tranf- 
port Men into the tiawen of Ofiend. 

Thefe J^ents went accordingly, but with a Refo- 
^udon to put a Trick both on the CarMnaiznd the 
Pr§jiffor ; and by doing their Country fo confident- 
Ue a Service as tliefaving this Town, to merit a Re- 
peal of die Sentence pronouncM againft them, that fo 
they might return home in Peace, and enjoy their 
£jlaies and native Liberty. 

Oli*ver received them very kindly^ and embraced 
the Motion with fome Warmth. But upon fecond 
Thoughts, try*d to out-bribe Bfaxarini, and hire 
thefe Ferfons for himfelf. Oftend was too fweet a 
Bait in his Eye, to let it &11 tamely into the Hands 
•f the French, for want of a few larger Promifes and 
Offers of Gold. Wherefore he jSyM thefe Jgents 
brifkly with all the eflFe£tual Oratory he could, to ' 
win Vm over to his own feparate Intereft ; engaging 
to beflow great Preferments on them in Efig/ana, 
with Two hundred thoufand Sequins^ as foon as the 
Bufinefs was accompltfhM. 

The three Flemings dcfired no better Sport than 
thus to cajole two the ableft Statefmen in Europe. 
They poiTefTed OHwr with an entire Belief of their 
Zeal and Fidelity in his Service : And it was agreed 
on between them, to hold Mascarini in Play, and 
that 0/iW (hould fend him an Anfwer, refufing to 
meddle in an Intrigue which feem*d to carry fo little 
Probability of Succefs. 

From England thefe Jgents pafTed over into Zea* 
land, it havinz been fo concladed before they part- 
ed from Car£nsl Mazarini ; that fo they might 

' there 
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tbere gain more Ccmfedttftties, and I47 aU the ntcef- 
bry Trains to bring this iKtrigue- to the defired If* 
fuc* fitit, inftead of doing eicfaer the ProtcAor oi 
Cardiiial Mazmrim this Service^ they went immedi- 
ately, and jremled the whde Seaet to the Governor 
of Flamltrs. 

He having duly examined all Circnmftances, and 
being fatisfied in the Troth of their Relations, and 
in their Loyalty to the Kmg di Sfain, commanded 
them to proceed in deluding both the Frencb and the 
EngH/b, as long as they i^uld, with fair Hopes of 
accomj^ifliing their Aims : Whilft he took Care to 
iKsamOfteMdy KOid€ii!tyCT?Mio£ Flanders, from all 
Attempts of dib Nature. 

In fiae» the Prote^ falling off again, being 
frighted.by Cardinal AfMar/^rs Threats, who had 
ditobvered his under-hand Dealing, thefe Jgents 
applied . them^slves cloie to the French j who were 
now made fo much more eager, by Olrver^s Defigii 
to interlope 'em. They fpun out the Intrtgue feve- 
ral Maeni, brought the French King to fign Articlet 
and to pafs his Word for the Payment of near a 
Million of Gold i .ca)(d*d his General in Flanden^ and 
at one Time made him believe, *Twas his Inteieil to 
lie flill for fix Weeks together, when all the World 
expefWd he would pur{iK his Con^uefts in that Pro» 
vince. At another Time, caufed hua to march witk 
ib nuich Precipitation, when the Ways were impafla* 
ble, that he was forcM to leave moft of his Cannoni. 
and a Thoufand Waggons plungM in the deep Roadt, 
with the Lofs of Three thoufand Men, who were ei* 
ther drown'd or ftarvcd : And all this for the Sake of 
gaining Oftend. When after all, they were not only 
cheated of their Hopes in that Point, but moft 
fhamefully expofed to the Derifion and Contempt 
of all Europe, For Cardinal Mazarini repofed an 
entire Coilfidence in the Fidelity of his Flemijh A- 
gents : So that^whatfocver they propofcd as an Ex- 
pedient 
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pedlent tocompafs the -Defigti^ was a Law. ^.Hence 
It was, that the Trench General in Ttandirs received 
^xprefs Orders to embank Part of his Army-Od certain 
Vcflels that lay before Dunkirk^ and, oh a prefixed 
Day, to fair into the Haven h^-Oftindy there -to 
land his Men, and take Poffcflion of the Town, in 
the Name of his Mailer : being made to believe. 
That the Gates woul(! be openM to him, and that 
the Zfantjh Garrifon (hoald march out in his Sight. 

AH this was carried on with fo ihach Artifice and 
fubtle Management, that when he entered the Haven 
with ten V^els, he thought himfelf^fecure of the 
Place i Yet no fooner landed his Men to the Number 
of Fifteen hundred, but they thundier*d upon them 
fuch Vollies of great and fmall Shot from the AV^lls, 
that Two hundred of them fell immediately, as ma- 
ny threw down their Arms, and the;Citit&ens making 
£ vigorous Sally, the reft were either kill'd or taken 
Prifoners, he liimielf not dcaping that Misfortune. 

By this thou inay*ft difcem, howrcaf/ 'tis for an 
]l\gent of any Prince to embarrais his Mafter.^s ABairs : 
And, that a publick MiDifter can never commit a 
greater or more dangerous Error than in being too 
credulous. 

^ Serene Bajpa let not Mubmui^ Name found ha'rfli 
at the Porie^ nor his Honour be traducM by Syc9- 
phants ; ftnce his Loyalty h Proof agunft all Tonp- 
tations ; and this tbe Minifters of the J>fWM know 
by twenty Years Experience. 

Paris, stio/theioth Mgotr, 



LET. 
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LETTER Xni. 

To Pefteli Hali, ks Brother^ . Maftcr^ 
the Grand SeigniorV Cuftoms Con-, 
ftantinople. 

I Have received a DIfpatch from our Coufin I/bufl' 
He has been in a colc^leeioD, within the Ardtick 
Circle, but now is at Stockholm in Sivejin, The 
pSarts he has vifited arb the fiirthermoft Trails of our 
Contment to the North. They may be callM, The 
Territories of Night ancl Darlcnefs ; for they have 
bat one Day in a whole Tear. The Sim appears' 
but OAce above their Horizon, during hfs Annual Pror 
grefs through the Zodiack : Yet he makes them A- 
mends by the long continued Light he affords them 
at that SoUbn : For that one Day is, without the Mira- 
cle of Jojhua^ prolonged the Space of four, five, or 
iix Mo9nSy according to the proportionate Diflance 
of each Country from the Pole. 

Ifouf relates ftrange Things of thofe dark Coun- 

a>s, and fuch as feem almoJsto furpafs Credit, were! 
ey not confirmed by many, grave and learned Wri- 
ters. He fays that in fome Parts of Norway no Tree 
is to be feen, by Reafon of the violent Force of the 
Winds, which blow down all before them, carry- 
ing away even the Roofs of Houfes, and fcattering 
them at a great Diflance* So that the Inhabiunts 
are forced to dwell in Dens and Caves, and burn the 
Bones of Fiflies for Want of better Fuel ; fince it is 
impoffible for any Plant to grow in thofe Parts. Nei- 
ther can Men travel fafely on Horfes, or a Foot, 
at certain tempeftuous Seafons ': For the Wind wilf 
.either throw down Horfe and Man to the Ground, 
or catch them up into the Air. 
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But when he ddaibes the horrible Coldneis of 
thefe Regions, the veiy Idea of it is enough to 
make one qinke. He%s, Cold it an a6tive Qoa- 
Jltv andieigns onder the Ibrth Pole, as in its pro* 
M'SjBK^bm 4x Center, fiom whence it daxts its 
^^fmxvg tbto9^ die Earth. Yet others are 
of Opinion, that Cold is onl7 a Privation of Heat, 
a bare^i#»*Difpofition of the Elements; and there- 
lore 4noic fepfibly felt in thofe Climates that are 
fitftheft from the warm Influence of the Sun, whofe 
Beams give life and Vigour to all Things. Be it 
how it will, its Eficfts are ttryrcmarkabJeia thefe 
Northern Regions. 

All Rivers, Lakes, €Uid Seas there arc iroBea 
up during the Winter. Men, Horfes, Wi^ns, 
Coaches, and even whole Armies, pais as common- 
ly over the Ice, as before Ships failM Acre, of «$ we 
mvel o'er the firm Land. And laft Winter, the^^ 
/iri Sga was the Road of Ice, over whidi the King 
t)f SwmUh marchM with his Army of Horfe and 
Foot into Zealand, to profeotte the War in thofe 
Parts. They alfo raifc ftrong Forts of Snow, able to 
fuftain the Battery of Bullets,, and Engines of War, 
Vith all the Violence of the fierceft Afladts. They 
build Carwanferah on the frozen Seas and Lakes, for 
the Convenience of Travellers ; and fct op Branches 
of Fin or Juniper, as Marks to diftinguifti the 
Holes and Fiffufes of the Ice. from that which is 
iblid and fecure ; for there are High-ways on thofe 
congealed Waters ; and Officers appointed tpforvey 
them, and take allncceilary Orders for the Security 
of Travellers : And fometimes they fight pitch'd Bat- 
des on the frozen Element. 

Our Kinfknan alfo has made curious Remarks on 
the Triumphal Obelifis, and Funeral Monuments of 
ancient Hero's among the Goths and Swedes : For 
thefe Nations boaft of Giants and famous Warriors. 
Thefe Monuments, tho' of Stone, and exquifV^ 
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ihaped, yet were never cut, by the Haad of Ma&« 
but are lo many Splinters of Rocks and Moantaini» 
torn from the main Body by the Violence of £arth- 
auakes, Thnnden or the like Motions of Nature, and 
taliin? down in the Farms of Pyramidi, aad othir 
tificiu Figures, were of old fet op by the Ora/vu of 
Giants, and other renowned PeHons* Hbwing aUb 
Ittfcriptions on them, fignifying the particular Htr^ 
who there lids buried. Such as thefe. 

1 UfFro, fighting in Defence of my Coun- 
try, with my $wn Hand kiWd Tbirty^ 
two Giants ; and at laft being killed 
the Giant Rolvo,. Bodjf. lies here. 

And, ... 

/ Ingolvas, that fvtdMed dl Oppreffors^ 
and defended the Poor and Weak \ now 
grown Old J Poor and Weak myfelf^ yet 
having my Sword girt to nty Tbigbj am 
forced fo yield to Beat by {who conqu^j 
all Tbings) and to go down to this SepuU 
cbre^ wbicb I prepared for mylaft Retreat. 

It feems there are infinite Numbers of thefe 
^Qtnhs all over the Defarts, Mountains, and Vallies 
of the l^9rth $ which is an Argument, that how- 
ever contemptible thefe People may fecm to the Trm 
Belit'uers ; yet they have not been wanting in va- 
liant Men and Heroes. Doubtlefs, God has dif- 
penfed his Virtues and Graces to Men of all Nations : 
lie is not partial in his Gifts. We ought to praiie 
him in the Beginning and End of all ouf Actions. 

And 
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"And if Y^^contisiBpUtehis Honour in the Middle of 
« our Af&ihy we ihall not do amifs ; fince, as he is 
the Firft and the Laft of the Univerfe, fo tie is the 
Center of every Thing. 

I had not thefe Relations only from Ifouf, bat oat 
of the Hifortans thenf felves, ivho write ofthefe Caun- 
trifs : Yet out Kin/man informs me of fbme Tilings, 
which are -omitted by thofe Authtrs, Every Traveller 
is Angular in hisi Obfenrations : For all Men have not 
the fame Genhu. And thy Journal of the Raft aboufids 
with Remarks which are not cpn^noa with other 
-Writers. 

Brother, if I may ad Wfe thee, it (hall b^, to do 
. nothing by Imitation but puifue the Di^tes of 
thy own Senfe, and the peculiafr Bent of thy Soul. 
For whatever is forced and va^dcd, b naofeous. 



LiEtTER XIV. 

To Zeidi Alamanzi, . a .Merchant in 
Venice. 

TH E Kaimacham has inform'd me, that thou 
art appointed to fuccced Adonai the Jeuu in 
Italy. He has aHbacquain.ted.me with other Mat- 
ters relating to thy Charge. I am glad they have 
found out a Muffuhnan capable of that important 
Truft, and that we (hall not always Hand in need of 
Jeivs to ferve the Grand Seignior, Emperor of the 
Faithful. Though fome of that Nation are very ho- 
ixeftanJ loyal, yet 'cis better to be without d>em. 

Thou 
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Thou and I are Strangers to each other : But *ti$ 
neeefTary for us to be fpeedily acquainted, and hold 
a mutual Intimacy by Letters, that fo we may fervc 
onr Great Mafiir^ without interfering or clalhing in , 
our Intelligence. I have been here thele twenty Years 
and made no falfe Steps in my Sovereign's Bufme&» 
whatever I have done in my own : Yet have encoun- 
tered a Thoufand DilHculties and Perils ; fuffered Im- 
prifonment many Moon$ in Farts for my Fidelity ; 
whilft my Enemies at Canfiantinople periecuted me as 
a Traytor and an Infidel. 

*Ti8 impoflible to avoid tbefe CroiTes, in the Courfe- 
of human Life : they are natural as the Wind or the' 
Rain. All that we can do is by a prudent and dcx* 
trous Management of Contingencies, to wind oarfdves- 
out of Trouble as ^\'eIl as we can. And above all, 
rather to be our own Executioners, than betray the 
leaft Secret cominitted to us. - 

I queftion not, but thou haft had the fame Inftrif- 
Aions given thee by the Minifters of the- happy Forte. 
What! fay, is only to confirm thee in thy Fidelity 
and Care. Write to me with the iameFranknefs, and 
let nothing make thee refervM to thy Fellow Slavel. 
W« are both Followers of xYitFrofhet : Wc worlhip 
One 600 after the fame Manner, and equaUy reve-' 
rence the Alearau. Wc fcrve one Maiher ; and tho* 
in different Sutions, yet let oar Affeaions and Inte- 
lefts be united as Friendi. Let no little narrow Paf- 
fioQs or Emulations corrupt our Integrity, nor teach 
us to unman ovrielves. 

I know not thy Original, whether thou art of 
Mahometan or Chrifiianrzr^iiX&. 'Twould be very 
. o}>liging to (end me a fiiorr Hiftory of thy Life, andi 
how thou Icamedft the Italian Tongue : For with-< 
out that, I jadge they would not have fent thee inta 
that Country, 

As for me, I am an Jrohian by Birth, brought up 
in the Sera^Jh, from thence fent tp Sea, there taken 
N ^ Captive^ 
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Captive by the ChriJHans, fold in Sidfy, wLerc I im- 
derwent a teAiom Servitude, yet at length gain'd my 
Freedom: And having paf^Mthro' various Fonunes 
at laft was feflt hither, to obferve the ifcm Cajw/^ 
of the CbriftiAm ; efpecially of this Courr. 

I now grow Old. having fcen near Fifty Years ^ 
yet, tho' the Strength of my Body fails; I feel not 
the Icaft Decay in my Zeal for the Mufulman Faith^ 
cr my Majter'^ Service, lam ftill ilf^«Mr/ the Lowl 
S/aw of the forte i and thy Friend, fo lone as thou 
anibtothyfdf. * - 

£aris, iotb9ftbe \jt Mttm, 
rf the Year 1659. 



LETTER XV. . 
^0 the Kaimacham. 

IT rejoices me to hear, that Adtmara Place is f&p^ 
plied by a Muffidmmn, in whom the /Mime P9rt€ 
saay put more Conidenoe, than in any of the yttwijh 
Race. '.Tvirill te Enooaragement to the true Faiihfkl 
aftd a Piecednt of good Import. For no Nation loves 
to fee their Prince beftow Offices of Trnft on Stran- 
gers, when his 4iwn Feopk ate as capable of Employ- 
ment as they. *Tis generally taken as an Affront, 
and Contempt of their Abilities or their Virtue, and 
has often pi-oduced ill Confeqoences. 

I deny not, but there aie many honeft and wife 
Men among the Hctows, Perfons of Merit and Ho- 
nour, from whence the Ssiltan receives no fmall Ser- 
vices, bnt this ottjtht not to diminiHi the Reputation 
of thofe who are of the fame Faith with their Sove- 
q«ign. Doubtlefs Arabia and Turkey are not barren 
f>f good Soldiers, prudent Sutefittany and dexdx)u5 

1 
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I know not the Charader of Zeidt /f/amanzi, 
whether he be a natural born Turi, a tributary Son 
©f a Cbrijtian^ or a voluntary Renegado. However, 
the Choice that is made of him convinces me» that 
the unerring I>iw»«fieem him ^ Man fit for the Bu^ 
Snefs committed to his Charge. 

He ought to be perfedly &ird in harian^ or a;i 
lead In feme other Language of the Nazarenes i that 
for he may pafs the better unfufpe£ted among the 
People where he refidea, who are more jealous of 
Strangers, than any other Nation in Eumfe, 'Tis a 
Crime thought worthy of Imprifonment, for a Vem- 
tian to converfe with a Foreigner too frequently, an^ 
in privase ^ For they are auaid, led by that Means 
a dangerous Correipond«nce Ihould be eflabliih^d 
betwixt fome ill affected Subje^b of that Common^ 
wealth and its Enemies : Whereby their Secrets may 
be betrayed, and Meafures taken to ruin them* 

For thift Reaiba ftlfgr they have fiorbld fiilfg Hair^ 
•r Ptrukesr to be worn by any in their Dominloai» 
left this misht ferve as a Diiguife for Viliians and 
Traitors. ?et nothing is more common in Frana 
and other Countries of £«r0/r, than for Men to wear 
on their Heads» Omainefits of Women's Hair« iop 
fiead of their ow«. 

As to Rjelijg^oo, I believe they will not much troii- 
t^tehin* being no Zealots themielves. And provided 
he does bat profefs himfelf a Cbriftian and a Caibt- 
luk^ they*ll make no farther Inquifition. 

The halians in general are much like the ancient 
Romans in their Humour ; Meo of eravc Afpe£k and 
Carriage, and much more compoied in both than 
the French^ who appear ridiculous through the Le- 
vity of their Difcourfe and AdUons. Ttx^ former 
abound in lage Precepts of Morality* and politick 
Aphorifms, which ferve as a Rule whereby to fquare 
the Courfe of then: Lives : The latter only afieft 
fojne -fiaihy Improvements of Wit and Convtrfation, 
N 2 ftud/: 
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i^dying rather how to pleafe Women than Men ; 
coveting to be perfedl in external Accompli0iments, 
and the Graces of the Body, whilft they flight the 
xnore valuable Endowments of the Mind. In a Word . 
they are mere Apes and Mimicks. On the contrary, 
the Italians are Men of an awful and majeftick Beha- 
viour, folid Judgment, and deep Reach. If you fee 
them fmile, you fhall feldom or never hear 'em laugh : 
Whereas the Motion of a Feather will fet the French 
a braying like AlTes. Thefe will contract a warm 
Friendfhip with any Man at firft Interview, heighten 
it with a Thoufand Compliments, make him their 
Confcflbr and unbofom all their Secrets. Yet a fe- 
6ond Encounter fhall extinguifh this Paffion> and a 
third fhall revive it again : Whereas thofe are cautious 
and flow in the Choice of their Friends ; and wheii 
once that Knot is difTolvM, *tis never to be fallen'd 
there again : They are irreconcileable in their Hatred 
and Revenge. 

But there are Men to be excepted in both Nations^ 
who fall upt under thefe general Chara&ers. France 
afibrds many wife and learned Perfons ; and half 
not a f^w Fools and Idiots. Virtues and Vices are 
flrangely m!x*d in all People. War, Commerce and 
TVavel, with other human Occurences, alter Men's 
sattiral Difpofitions^ and give the Lye to the exa6teft 
Obfervations that can be made. Befides, Time chan- 
ges all Things ; and the Qualities which this Age 
remarks in the Italians, msLy in the next be transferred 
to the French. For there is no Conftancy in any Thing 
under the Moon. 

Zeidi will find great Examples of Frugality amon^ 
the Venetians, in the neceflary Expenccs of their 
Perfons and Families ; yet abundance of Magnificence 
in whatever relates to the Publick, which the Sabjeds 
of that Commonwealth fcrve with open Purfes and 
xree Hearts. 
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Indeed they are not fo remarkable for their Tem- 
perance, finne other Parts of hal^. Libertinifm 
and VoIu|>tuoafne{s reign nncontroulM in Venice. Wo- 
men and Wine are there almoft as coniinoa as the 
Elements. Yet 'tis obfcrvM, that Strangers general- 
ly debauch more with both than the Natives. GtD- 
preferve Zei^ fi^m their Temptations. 

If it be his Fortune or Do^ to vifit Paiua^ he 
OQ^t not to make too long an Abode in that Neft of 
Phiiofophers and Phyficians, left they irft anatomize 
bis Soul, and di(co¥er the Secnts of his Conmiffioo, 
and then torn his Body to a Skrietoo ; aa they once 
fervM.a Mpot^ \fhom they diibded aliv>e» to make 
Experiment, perhaps, whether a Maj^mmimi's Blood 
circulated die fame Way at a Chrifiiam\ 

Thofc baHan Phyficians are very cruel, and think 
itnoSintotryFoitoos, and other fiital 7>icks on the 
Poor, that fo they may be the bettet able to keep the 
Rich on the Rack at their nea^, uad make their 
Market of them, 

I know not Zeidfs appointed Station^ or what Ci- 
ties he is to fee : Bat wherever he goes, 'twill be 
neeeflary for him to ufe Abondaaoe of Caution ; for 
the kalians are the dofeft , flyeft and noil judicious 
People in the Workf . 

But I forget that he is chofea by the Di'van for 
this Einploymenl, to whom the Chara^ers.of all 
Nations are known, and who psnetcatts into the moft 
interior K^flb of Men's Spirits. 

Therefore I lay my Hand opoumy Mouth in pro- 
Ibund Sobmiflion, nid acquiefce to my Superiors : 
Still pra3ring, that the Grttni Seigmkr may hm faith* 
fbl and wiie Mtnifkrs at Hone^ amino Novico fixr 
his Agents Abroad. 

fans, %i^tluidMmn» 
tftbi rear 1659. 
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LETTER XVL 
Waiiam Vofpcl, <jRcdufe <?/Auftria. ^ 

TH £ R £ isa Streetin FarhrVihich they call the 
. Strut of HilL The Rcafen of tkis Name i»* 
did to be, becaureatotte£iidofit» there former^ 
&ood an* old Hoafe pofiefled by De<oilj ; who were 
fo troublefome,. that, as the Records of Paris affirm^ 
an Edi£t of Parliament was pals*d to remove all the 
Inltebitants out of their Houies in that Street, and 
ihut up the Entrance with a Wall. Since which» 
thefe 2)tf»Mi WCBC expelled by the Carthufiansy 
who built a Monafitry in the Plact. If this Story be 
tme, it redounds much to the Reputation of that Or- 
der, and of all your Monal^ks m (general. Who by 
your Eaorciiins are able to iubdue the infkmal Spirits. 
But I have heard fo many fiUy Tales of Hoofes beiii]g, 
hauntpd by Qbofis and Hobgoblins, that I know not 
how to give Credit to this. 

Befides, when I oonfider the Natare of incorpo- 
real Beings, it feems ridiculous to. think that they 
«an take Delight ta play the Aistichi to brighten 
poor Mortals ; or confine themfelves to an old rain*4l 
C^iUb (for fuch was this Houfe), for the Sake of 
a little Sport; when according to the ancient 
WBiloJopherjf every incorporeal Being is hx more ex- 
cellent than the moil perfeSi Botfyy and can be every 
utjbere : Neither are they at any Time Uca/fy prefent 
btB^ies, but only by Propcnfion or Habit are itti. 
cTin^d to them r And this they mean of /i<vit^ Bodies^ 
What Charms then caa there be in an' old rotten Fa^ 
trkk of ^tone and Wood^ to allure and detain immater^ 
mal Subftancis. 

Ceruinly the Nature of ' ihtk fep&rate iBJenees h 
wy remote from all compounded: Beings ^ I have been 
fften at a Lois, in contemplating xSt Soul of Man. 
SDm^tioifiS it feems n<^Qtherwife diflinguiih*d from 

tha 
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the Soul of Brutes thanr by bci»g united to a Body^ of 
different Organs ; which caufes us to (hew more evi- 
dent Tokens of Reafon than they, in the Faculty of 
Diicourfe, and in our Anions.' Yet when I conlider 
more attentivdy the Operations of our Mind and fa* 
telled, I cannot but conclude, there is a vaft Diflinc- 
tion between our Souls and thofe of the Beafls. I 
have with- Pleafureobferv'd the Excellency of human 
Intelledt in Madmn and Dreamers ; who being come 
tothemfel'vts (as we ufuaUy iay) relate many Things * 
of which they were before ignorant, and comprehend 
Things furpaffing their former Imaginations. 

It appears therefore more rational to me. That 
tke Soul is every where and no where, , as the Ancimn 
(ay, than that it isfhutup and imprifon*d in the Body, 
its a wild Beaft in his Den, or Liquor in a Gla&. 
However by an ineffable Produaion of itfdf, it is 
piefent in every Part of the Body, as the Light of the 
Sun is dii!uied through the Air, and can as foon 
withdraw itfelf , as that Light, when interrupted by a 
Cloud. In a Word, I conceive the Soal to be a very 
Free Agenti and that it ia here and there and every 
where. It united itfelf ta a Body by its own Choice^^ 
aiid can retire again from it at Plcafurc. 
. One,, clofely purfu'd. Aft of Contempiation, will 
at any Time carry thee or nie to the /wj^i/i?/, whear 
ever we go refolutely about it. 

Paris, I ft of the Moon,, 
of the Tear 1659k 



To the KeneraBk lhr2li\m CadHefqucr of RomelK 
^TT* H E R E has not a Year efcap'd, fince my ar- 



iniHers of tiie ever happy and excellent Porte f oon- 



LETTER XVII. 




wherein I did not fend to the 
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fiant Intellieenceof BsittfeSySiem, Storming oTTowib, 
and facfa other Occarrences ofW^, as happenM be« 
tvpeen the Kingdoms of Franrt and ^ah, fiuCaow 
I believ€ my future Difpatclies rnoft contam ^her 
Mattery. For in ail Appearance, this War, whkh 
has lafied four and twenty Yean, is in* a €ur Way 
to be ended. The King of Spaifi grows weary of 
his continual Loiles in Itafy^ Ffanaers and Cafah- 
nia : And he of France feems giutted wkh perpe* 
fual Yidlories and Conquefts. In a Word, theletwo 
potent M onarchs layine afide their Quarrels, are ma- 
kiaE diligent reparations this Yearfor a Campaign 
of Frlendlhrp and Love. 

They are both In Arms, yet commit no A£b of 
Hoftility. Whim Cardinal Mazarim, on the Partof 
tiiis Crown, znd Don Louis iT If aro de Gu/mim, Firft 
Miniiter of Spain^ are gone to meet each other on 
the Frontiers of both Kmgdoms, as Plenipotemiaries 
for their refpedive Matters, to concert the Meaftrvs 
of a lafting Peace, and treat of a Marriage betweeti 
the King of France ana the Infanta of Spam. 

AH Europe is amaaed at this furprizing Change. 
And the French and Spaniardiy who border en each 
•dier, can hardly believe their own Scnies, whitt 
they find a mutual Commerce reftor^d between their 
Frontier Towns and Villages, which had been inter- 
rupted ever iince the Year 163 ^ , about fixteen Moons 
before I came to this City, 

But, tho* they are thus difpofied to Pea«e here in 
the JreJU t^^ Northern Monarchs are puihing the 
War forward in 5<KJ^^«, Denmari said Fo/anJ, widk 
all imaginaU^ Vigour :4nd Animoihy . The com- 
ing over of the EleAor of SrandeuSurg^ to the D««- 
«jif Intrraft 1»m made a great Akcratios iu thevr 
Affiiirs. For, whereas Fortune feem'd before in all 
T\mip to fawur the Swedes ; now they fefi^ 
Gfound* and find their Attempts imfaccefabl. 
Fo«r ilioaraiid of their Men fell before the WWIi 
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•f Copenhagen, in three Nights and two Days ; whicH 
causM King Guftavus to raifc the Siege. Whilft the 
l>uke o? Brandenburg retook Frederick/ode, and there- 
by rcllor*d to the King of Denmark the Provinces of 
Holfieiny Jutland zxid Ditmarfen, 

The Hollanders alfo have had a Combat with the 
Swedes at Sea, and funk fourteen of their beil Ships ; 
Befides what they burnt and took. 

Thefe Events have ftirred up feveral Princes to me- 
diate a Peace. And *tis not improbable, but in a lit- 
tle Time we may fee all the Cbriftians good Friends : 
And then 'twill be Time for the Mujfulmans to be up* 
on their Guard. 

As for Mahmuty he will not fail to pry into the 
' Counfels of thefe Infidels ^ and fend Timely Notice! • 
to the Porte ; leaving the reft to the Wifdom of Wa 
Superiors, and the Pleafure of Dcftinyv 

fsLTis, 2gtB o/^tbe StJb Mom, i 
eftbe Tear 1659. 



LETTER XVIIL 

fo Mufu Abu^l Yahyan, Alfaqui Pro- 
feflbr </ Theology at Fez. 

TH E Charaacr which the great and illuftnoui 
Jbdel Melee Muli Omar, Prefidm of Prefidentf, 
' Grace and Ornament of ancient Learnings Oracle of 
Jfricay and Reftorer of ohfolete Truth, has given mc 
of thy profouncl Wifdom and Science, fills me with 
• Reverence and facrcd Love. I am ravilhed with 
Wonder and Joy to hear, that in this Age, where- 
in the Theology has fufferedfo many In- 
Bovations, there yet furvives a Man who dares, and 
k able to aflert againft all Oppofers^ not only the 
' Pirimitive and Onginal TVuth, brought down from 
Hfiftvca by the Hand of Gairiel, but alfo the real 
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andindabkaUeSayiiq^s^ Senmons, Counfels, and Ac- . 
tions of the Prophet^ whllft he was on Earth, coa- 
vcifio^ with Moxtala, before his Tranfxxugration to 
the Gardens of eternal Repofe and Solitude. Thou 
art the Enoch, the Herm$^ Trifmegiflus of the 4ge. 

I have (een many Copies ot the Znne^ or the Book 
of DoSritui ; each pretending to compniae the whole 
Syjiem of that Di<uine PMlofofhy and Wifdom, which 
dropt from the Lips of Qur incomparable and moft 
hdy La'wtt'Uir, and were attefted by his Wife, the 
holy Jppa, Mother of the Faithful, and by his ten 
Oilcipks. Yet all thefe various Tranficripu diftr 
both m their Senfe and Manner of £xpreilu)ns. 

I have perufed the Bo9ks entituled DMf, , or /«- 
prfi^f whieh contain the Memoirs of his other 
Wives; andtheManufcripts called crfr^- 
ments : Being only a Colledion of ibme feleifl Senten- 
ces, Aphorifms and Parables of the Sent of God. 
But thefe have no Authority to back them, fave the 
Credit of fome learned Scribes, who were not ftmHiar 
with the Divine Favourite, only living, ia his Time,, 
and uking Things on Report. 

In fine, I have met with feveral Parchments of 
Zafuhti, or pretended Traditions of Jiu Becrei Omar^ 
and Otbmam ; bat thefe I eteem as ipttrioiVy corrtf - 
ted, and full of Errors. 

What lhall I fay ? the Zeal d[ Omar Eb'n AhdVil^ 
Jhiic, the Ninth Cmkpkol the Tribe of Merwjam, is 
not unknown to me. I am no Strange to his iiAgu- 
lar Piety^ net to be matched sunoi^ Crowned^ 
Heads: For of him it is recorded. That as he 
defcended from the Throne at the Tim« of his Inaut^ 
gwraitM^ he gave the RobeYrom his Back, a» as 
Alms to a poor Man : And, that during his wh<de 
Reign, he fpent but two Piafters a Day on himfalf. 
And fo great was his Refignation to Deftiny, 
admirable Virtue in a Jovere^n Emfer^r) that when 
]|D waa on his Bed in his ba Sickoefi^ and wa» 
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f ounfelM ftD take Phyfick, he anfwcr'd, No ; If I 
** were fare to heal myfrff only by reaching my Fin- 
«r to my Ear, I would not : For the Place to which 
^* lam going, is fall of Health and Blifs. 

This C&liph was a Miracle of Humility, and his 
Charityalwas kept him poor : Mofiema E^n Ahd'it 
Mike relates, that going to vifit Omur on his Death- 
bed, he found bim lying on a Couch of Palm- Leaves, 
whh three or four Skins itiHead of a Pillow, iiis Gar- 
ments on, and a foul Shirt underneath. Seeing thjs^ 
Moftema was grieved, and turning to his Siller J*hate^ 
ma the Emprefs, he faid, " How comes it to pafs that 
the Great Lord, Commander of the Faithful, ap- 
^* pears in fo fqualid a Condition.** She reply M, " As . 

thou Itveft, he has given away all that he had, even 
^* to the very Bed that was under him, to the poor, and 
^ • only refervM what thou fccft , to cover his Nakednefs* 
liten Moftema could not refrain, but burll forth into 
Tears, faying, "God (hew thee Mercy upon Mercy, 
thoufiioyalSaint: For thou haft pierced our Hearts 
** with the Pear of his Divine Majefty . This Caiipk 
was numherM among the Satnts, 

He it was, that j)erceiving the Contradidlions 
and Dilutes of the Mufulmant, the Darknefs and 
Confnfion in the various Copies of the Zwte, or 
Book of Doarine^ aflembled a Ge?t£ral Di'van of Mol- 
iahs and learned Met! at Damafcus from all Parts 
of the Empire : Commanding that all the Manu* 
fcripts of the 7,une, which were extant, ihould be 
brought into this Aflembly, on Pain of Death to 
him that Ihould dtftam one. This being done, he 
commanded Six of them to be chofen out of tie 
whole Number by Vote ; Men eminent for Learn- 
ing and Piety ; and that thefe Six ihoold ieve- 
rally collect, out of all the Multitude of Copies, 
•each Man a Book, containing what he thought to 
be the mo^ genuine Difc$urfes of the Prophet ^ con- 
cerning this World, and that wikidh is (o come. 

When 
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When this was executed according to his Will, he 
comnuhded all the old Books to be bum*d in a Field 
near Damafcus. 

after all the rtVtghus Care of this holy Caliph^ 
to rellore the Writings to their primitive Integrity, 
the Mujfulmans foon fell into new Contentions, about 
the Senfi and Interpretation of thefe corrupt Copies of 
the Zi^ff^. From whence fprune the FourCadinal 
SeOs, on which all the innumerable, lefler, and lat- 
ter Divifions among True Believers are founded. 

I cannot therefore but inwardly rejoice, and from 
my Heart highly applaud the Method taken by thofe 
<^ your renowned College^ to difcern the true Doc* 
trines and Sayings of the Ho/y Prophet, from thofe 
wliich are Suppofitions, by comparing all the Booh 
that are extant together, and reducing Matters of 
Divine Revelation to the Analogy of the Alcoran ; 
Thofe of Philofophy ^nd moral Regards, to the Stan- 



believe, that the Divine Apoftle would impofe any 
thing on our Faith, repugnant to the Senfe of Men, 
or the exprefs Will of Heaven. By the Soul of Fytha-- 
goras^Mahomet fiid nothingbutwhat was rational,and 
evident to any unprejudiced Mind. But the greateft 
Partof thefe Sedaries are befotted. They form to them- 
felves falfe Notions of Go d and his Prophet, and think 
to merit Paradife by their Stupidity. 

Revei]end' Al/aqui, I have much more to fay to 
thee, and many Queftions to afk ; but Time and the 
Granil Seignior's Service force me to conclude abrupt- 
ly, wifliing thee PerfefUon of Blifs. 

Paris, ig the/ the 6th Moon of 
the Tear, 1659, according 
to the ChrifUan Style, 




and Reafon i for it is impious to 



Th End of the Fifth Book. 
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